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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 31, 2025 
8:30 a.m. In-person 
10:00 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter Branch Hall in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

*Those who are able may stand 

Please remember to turn your cell phones to silent. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Prelude Resignation arr. Mark Hayes 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 

 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Call to Worship 
Lord, we are here to learn. 
Teach us to love, teach us to serve. 
Teach us gentle strength and warm authority. 
Teach us how to bind up the brokenness. 
Teach us to be stewards of our powers, custodians of our communities. 
All:  Teach us the sheer exploding joy of service. 

* Hymn 81 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken Austrian Hymn 
(see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 
We are always uncomfortable, Watching God, 
when you no�ce how we want to sit in the seats of honor. 
We can be so proper, so good, so well-off, 
that it is easy to imagine we are superior to the poor. 
We are so busy comple�ng our 'To Do' list each day, 
that we forget to do good when we have the chance. 

Forgive us, Welcoming God. 
Fill our emp�ness with your grace and humility 
that we would spend our lives alongside Jesus, 
our Lord and Savior, 
throwing a party for the poor, the damaged, 
the prisoner, the lost, the oppressed. 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 605 Praise to God the Father Da N’ase 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(We share peace with a nod or a bow, perhaps with hand on heart  
or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. If worshiping from home,  

greet each other by sending a text, a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.) 

* Response of Peace  The Peace of the Earth John Bell 

 Words of Welcome 
Newcomers please leave us your address and contact information on the  

Visitor Card. These are available on a table at the entrance 
 Place the Visitor Card in the offering plate. 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Hebrews 13:1-8; 15-16 
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though you 
were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 
tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God 
will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content 
with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave you or forsake you." 6So we can say with 
confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?" 
7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God. 
The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship. 
(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Luke 14:1; 7-14 
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on 
the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8"When you 
are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case 
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited 
both of you may come and say to you, 'Give this person your place', and then in disgrace you would 
start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so 
that when your host comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored 
in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 
12He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you 
in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 
For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Soul Dysmorphic Syndrome Kenneth Page 
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 
* Affirmation of Faith (together) 

I believe I need a shepherd. 
Because I am sometimes timid and other times overconfident, 
because I often don't know the best path yet pretend I do, 
because I rush into dead ends or lead others into hazardous places, 
because my brightest ideas are seamed with darkness, 
because the things I crave may not be what is good for me, 
I need a shepherd. 
I believe in Jesus, the best possible shepherd; 
his wisdom leads me to the best opportunities, 
his word comforts me when I'm anxious or afraid, 
his arm steadies me when I feel weary and heavy-laden, 
his wounded body displays the cost of my rescue,. 
I believe in Jesus, the best possible shepherd. 
I believe that I do not find him but he finds me, 
that I under his care by virtue of sheer grace, 
the love he gives me is to be shared with others, 
that he treasures my name and prepares a place for me, 
that his fold transfixes earth and heaven. 
I trust Jesus, the good shepherd. Amen. 
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* Hymn 203 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love Chereponi 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

 Concluding Prayer (together)  

There is none like you God in your love, your generosity, 
your gifting and your hospitality. 

And we thank you that you are in our lives, 
working in us and through us 
to let people know your kingdom is open to all. 

In the name of your Son, who opened the doors for all 
and broke down barriers that kept people from you, Amen. 



8 
 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem I Want Jesus to Walk with Me Traditional 
  John, tenor 

* Doxology 710 We Lift Our Voices We Lift Our Voices 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

SEND AND BLESS 
 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 
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* Hymn 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Hymn to Joy 
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* Benediction 

* Response #568 Amen Amen (Haugen) 

 Postlude Holy Manna arr. Mark Hayes 

 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

During Today’s Worship  
If your infant or child needs care during the worship service, you may leave the Sanctuary and return as you 
wish. Child care for infants and children under four years old is available all morning. We have a texting system 
to alert you if you are needed while in the worship service. The ushers will be glad to help you. 
Flash photography during worship is not permitted. Please, no food or drink in the Sanctuary. 

If you are new to First Presbyterian Church  
Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month. 
Disabled persons entrance is through the Main Entrance in the rear of the building. 
We invite you to become a member of First Presbyterian Church. Please speak with Pastor Ken or call the church 
office to set a time to meet. 
Visitors: You may be wondering why we are worshipping cramped into a small hall. We had a fire in July of 2025 
and the Sanctuary and our Fellowship Hall are being reconstructed. Our worship of God and service of God's 
people continue and we are delighted to have you join us. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246. 
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights 
reserved. 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Kenneth Page, Interim Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Margaret McGillivray, Director of Music Ministries 
Megan Bondhus, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
 We are a Matthew 25 Congregation  

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 
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