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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

All Saints Sunday 
Communion 
November 7, 2021 

8:30 a.m. In-person Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

Please wear a mask and observe physical distance. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Christ is the morning star, who when the night of this world has passed,  
brings to his saints the promised light of life, and opens to them eternal day. 

  The Venerable Bede 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Hear, O Israel; listen, O church: 
The Holy One, the Name Unnamed, is God. 
The Lord is our God, the one who is making all things new. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude Aria on For All the Saints David Cherwin 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

In life and in death, you are with us, O God. 
When trouble overwhelms us, you save us. 
When sorrow overtakes us, you comfort us. 
When death overcomes us, you raise us to new life. 
Even now we glimpse your realm of justice and joy, 
when Christ makes all things new. 
Thanks be to you, O God, our hope and our salvation. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn Sing with All the Saints in Glory Hymn to Joy 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Eternal God, in every age 
you have raised up people to live and die in faith. 
We confess that we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbor. 
We have failed to live holy lives of justice, love and peace. 
We hurt and disgrace ourselves. 
We abuse and destroy one another. 
We dishonor your holy name. 
Forgive us again, O God. 
Lead us to the waters of life. 
Fill us with the joy of all your saints, 
who rejoice in your presence and stand in your grace. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.) 
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* Response of Praise 327, verse 1 (singing together)  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Isaiah 25:6-9 

6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
7 And he will destroy on this mountain 
    the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
    the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
8 

    he will swallow up death forever. 
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
    for the LORD has spoken. 
9 It will be said on that day, 
    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
    This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Second Lesson:  Revelation 21:1-6a 

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon A Gift for the Thirsty Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Remembrance 

 A Word about Giving “The Offering Plate…and Beyond” Craig Mackie 

 The Offering 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

Those worshipping in the Sanctuary will share communion by coming forward down the center aisle to the 
station at the front of the Sanctuary. The bread is gluten free bread and there is both red wine and white 
grape juice. You may come to a station by family/friend group and take communion together. 

Pause for a moment and stand at the station to receive communion. 

The server will place the bread in your hand. Pick up the small cup of wine or juice from the tray. Lower your 
mask and eat the bread and drink the cup while standing at the station. Then return to your seat by the side 
aisle. We have all the time we need. 

 Invitation to the Table 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 God is here. 
 The Spirit is with us. 

 People of God, open your hearts. 
 We open them to God and one another. 

 Let us give thanks to the living God. 
 We thank God with joy! 
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 [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers,  
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

We share the bread and the cup around the table 
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary. 

 Music at Communion 

 * Prayer After Communion 

 * Song After Communion 544   Bless the Lord 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 730 I Sing a Song of the Saints of God Grand Isle 
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* Sending Responses 

On our heads and our houses, 
The blessing of God. 

In our coming and going 
The peace of God. 

In our life and believing 
The love of God. 

At our end and new beginning 
The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Prelude No. 1 George Gershwin 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer 
request; or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please 
contact them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

