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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion/Peacemaking 
October 3, 2021 

8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service 

 

GATHER 
We gather on the Front Lawn, our Sanctuary. 

Please wear a mask, and observe physical distance. 
Take a breath, wave to your neighbor, and let’s worship God! 

Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days. 

  Harry Emerson Fosdick 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

God of the living law, 
whose will is to protect the weak 
and educate our desires: 
may we learn from you 
not to dominate or put aside 
but to give each other dignity 
and find in you our unity; 
through Jesus Christ, who makes us one household. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn (see insert) Sing for God’s Glory Lobe Den Herren 

  to the tune of “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” words: ©Kathy Galloway 

1. Sing for God’s glory that colours the dawn of creation, 

racing across the sky, trailing bright clouds of elation; 

 sun of delight 

 succeeds the velvet of night, 

warming the earth’s exultation. 

2. Sing for God’s power that shatters the chains that would bind us, 

searing the darkness of fear and despair that could blind us, 

 touching our shame 

 with love that will not lay blame, 

reaching out gently to find us. 

3. Sing for God’s justice disturbing each easy illusion, 

tearing down tyrants and putting our pride to confusion; 

 lifeblood of right, 

 resisting evil and slight, 

offering freedom’s transfusion. 

4. Sing for God’s saints who have travelled faith’s journey before us, 

who in our weariness give us their hope to restore us; 

 in them we see 

 the new creation to be, 

spirit of love made flesh for us. 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Sovereign God, mother of mercy, father of grace: 
we confess that the world suffers because of our sin. 
We use our power against others and for our own benefit. 
We misuse the resources of the earth in carelessness and greed. 
We make enemies and exiles  
of those you call us to love and serve. 
Forgive us, O God. 
We wait on you. 
We hope in you. 
You alone can restore all things, even us. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Sharing the Peace 
  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.) 

* Response (singing together)  Let There Be Love and Understanding 

Let there be love 
and understanding among us, 

Let peace and friendship 
be our shelter from the storm. 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Psalm 8 

1 O LORD, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars that you have established; 
4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
    mortals that you care for them? 
5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 
    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under their feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Second Lesson:  Mark 10:13-16 

13 People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon How to Receive the Kingdom Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* A Psalm of Peacemaking from Peacemaking: The Believer’s Calling (1980) 

 We live in a time of kairos: 
when humanity stands on the border of a promised time, 
when God’s people are summoned to obedience and faithfulness 
to preserve God’s creation, 
to stand with the poor and oppressed everywhere, 
and to stand together as the people of the earth. 

We live in a time of kairos: 
When, with confession and with humility, we repent 
of our blindness to the division and war 
in our own hearts and in our own land, 
of our obsession with money and our pursuit of power, 
of our irrational belief in security through weaponry, 
and of our worship of secular gods. 

We are called 
to be obedient to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
who loves the whole world 
and who invites us to be stewards of the earth  
and servants of his people, 
to be co-workers in the new Creation. 

Let us be peacemakers. 
Let us be called the children of God, 
speaking boldly with moral conviction to the nation  
and to the world, 
building, with God’s grace,  
a new moral order in the world community; 
and acting now for world peace, 
an enterprise of justice, an outcome of love. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 The Offering 
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 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

 Invitation to the Table 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 May God be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 People of God, open your hearts. 
 We open them to God and one another. 

 Let us give thanks to the living God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers,  
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:] 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

The Co-Pastors will serve you in your seat.  
They will place the bread in your hand.  

You may take the small cup of wine or juice from the tray.  
As we share communion we will sing together. 

 Communion Hymn 508  Come to the Table Come to the Table 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Prayer After Communion 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 188 Jesus Loves Me Jesus Loves Me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 3: Jesus loves me! he will stay, close beside me all the way, 
he will always be my friend and his love will never end. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
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* Closing Responses 

Faithful God, lead us, 
that we may stand firm in faith for justice and for peace. 

Teach us love. Teach us compassion. 
Above all, O God, out of love and compassion, 
teach us to act. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer 
request; or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please 
contact them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

WORSHIP NOTES:  The Prayer of the Day is from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

