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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 26, 2021 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 
GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed. 
For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 

And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

How should we like it were stars to burn 
With a passion for us we could not return? 
If equal affection cannot be, 
Let the more loving one be me. 

  W. H. Auden 

 Prelude The Crossing Ola Gjeilo 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Song 469 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying Children Praying 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

The world belongs to God 
The earth and all its people. 

How good it is, how wonderful 
To live together in unity. 

Love and faith come together; 
Justice and peace join hands 

If Christ’s disciples keep silent, 
These beams would shout aloud! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

God of welcome, 
you call us to be distinctive people, 
not by width of separation, 
but by depth of hospitality and peace within ourselves. 
Root out our resentment 
and free us to welcome 
all who work for life and liberation, 
whatever path they tread;  
through Jesus Christ, the companion of many ways. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 401 Here in This Place Gather Us In 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Source of all life, 
we confess that we have not been true to you. 
We wander from the truth. 
We grasp at power. 
We stumble into evil. 
We look out for ourselves. 
We are unreliable witnesses. 
We turn the church inward, 
rather than moving it outward. 

Forgive us. Heal us. Stir us up. 
Reform us to be a church powered by love, 
willing to speak for what is right, 
act for what is just, 
and seek the healing of your whole creation. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 586 (singing together) Alleluia7/Taizé 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Response of Praise (singing together) Mayenziwe/Your Will Be Done 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 

4 The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and 
said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for 
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6 but now our 
strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 

10 Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their 
tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11 So Moses said to 
the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in 
your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12 Did I conceive all this 
people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as 
a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their 
ancestors’? 13 Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to 
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they 
are too heavy for me. 15 If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at 
once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 

16 So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you 
know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of 
meeting, and have them take their place there with you. 

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy 
elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in 
the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the 
seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not 
do so again. 

26 Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and 
the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out 
to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young man ran and told Moses, 
“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28 And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant 
of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29 But Moses said to 
him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets, and 
that the LORD would put his spirit on them!” 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  Mark 9:38-50 

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; 
for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak 
evil of me. 40 Whoever is not against us is for us. 41 For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a 
cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the 
reward. 
42 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 
thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 
lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to 
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48 where their worm never dies, and the fire is 
never quenched. 
49 “For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how 
can you season it?  Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon About That Cup of Water… Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Book of Order, F-1.0304 

The great ends of the Church are: 
the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; 
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship  
 of the children of God; 
the maintenance of divine worship; 
the preservation of the truth; 
the promotion of social righteousness; 
the exhibition of the kingdom of heaven to the world. 

* Hymn 378 We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom Merle’s Tune 
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 Minute for Mission – HoCo Pride Festival Peacemaking and Social Justice 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Eternal God, 
you call us to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with courage, 
not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Anthem The Gift of Love Hal Hopson 

 The Offering 

* Doxology 607 (singing together) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 641 When in Our Music God Is Glorified Engelberg 
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* Closing Responses 

God to enfold us, 
God to surround us. 

God in our sleeping, 
God in our waking. 

God in our watching, 
God in our hoping. 

God on our lips, 
God in our lives. 

* Benediction 

* Response  A Place at the Table (refrain) 

 Postlude Crystal Sky Ola Gjeilo 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or to arrange 
homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact them directly 
via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

WORSHIP NOTES:  The Prayer of the Day is from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare. 
Today’s Affirmation of Faith is The Great Ends of the Church. This statement was made part of the Constitution of 
the United Presbyterian Church of North America, a predecessor denomination of the PCUSA, in 1910. Through the 
twentieth century, as Presbyterian denominations merged (in 1958 & 1983) this statement continued to be 
included in the church’s foundational constitutional documents.  

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 
Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

