
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
September 19, 2021 

TODAY 

8:30 a.m. EARLY SERVICE 
Outdoors on the front lawn. The Park and Ride provides the most convenient 
parking. Bring a blanket or lawn chair and please wear a mask. If there is 
inclement weather, we will move indoors to the Sanctuary and will post an 
update by 7:45 a.m. on the church website. 

10:30 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE (in-person and livestream)  
Our in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. We ask 
those in the Sanctuary to continue to wear a mask and sit every other pew. 
There is no longer a need to sign up in advance to attend this service in-person. 
Hymnals and Bibles are available in the book racks in the Upper Commons. 
Following worship, please place these books on the Resting Table near the 
elevator. 

FOR OUR 10:30 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION 
The link will open around 10:20 a.m. 
Here’s a few ideas about how to make a home worship space. Include a candle 
and matchstick, so you can light the Christ Candle in your house. The current 
liturgical color is GREEN, so find some green or rainbow cloth, or a green plant. 
Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you can join in the liturgy at home. You can 
find the week’s materials on the church’s website:  www.firstpreshc.org 

10:30 a.m. LEMONADE ON THE LAWN! (Weather permitting)  
Starting TODAY Sunday, September 19 - Everyone is invited for a glass of 
lemonade and a chance to see each other after the 10:30 a.m. worship. We 
haven’t seen each other in over a year, and we’re all wearing masks – so it’s 
OK to ask people their names. See you on the front lawn! 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:   
Liturgist:  Bruce (10:30) 
Ushers & Greeters:  Sarah (8:30); Sara (10:30) 
Tech Crew:  Laura, Tracy, Jonathan, Margot  

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM, at the 10:30 a.m. service, 
for Esme Virginia, daughter of Maggie and Derek, granddaughter of Ginny and 
Steve. 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by the Nancy and Family with 
Happy Birthday wishes for Larry, a dear father and husband; and by  
Caroline in loving memory of her Mom Eleanor who would have been 104 today. 

REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis 
to remember those who have died from this virus. 

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS AND CRAYONS are available. Please keep your crayons 
and save them for next time or use them at home. 

 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 
Please pray for:  Virgie, Burta, Dave, Jane, Hilda, Dylan, Natalie and Jeff, Paula, Blessing 
and Obinna, Mil, Rose, Evelyn and Stacy and Family, Rhydeil, Bob, Doris, Maria, Pat, 
Barb, Ruthie and Family, Shirley, Shirley, Beth; for everyone living in Charlestown, 
Millers Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have 
tested positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and essential employees working 
during Covid-19 pandemic; those in the congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa 
Presbiterio in Guatemala who have tested positive for Covid-19.  
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak. 
Non-Resident Members:  Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb  
Friends & Family:  Bob, Catherine, Tony, Andrew, Mary, Sarah, Tony, Michelle, Louise, 
Eli, Myrna, Evan, Barton, Sam, Akhtar, Rosalie and George, Rosemary, Al, Marilyn, 
Liam, Aaron, Eyler, Julian and family, Peggy, William, Hattie, Matt, Barb, Charles, 
Chuck, Trey and Piper. 
Hospitalized:  Bob  
Recovering from surgery:  Shirley  
Care Center:  Carol, Paul, Barbara 
Bereaved:  Bruce, Louisa, Mike; Mispa, Mike and Cheryl, Victoria and Jeff, Doria,  
Mark and Debbie  
Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-and-
christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 

Please contact one of the Pastors:  Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,  
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
Dag Hammarskjold (July 29, 1905 – September 18, 1961) This Swedish diplomat 
served as General Secretary of the United Nations from 1953-61. He was distinguished 
for his use of personal diplomacy. His book, Markings, is a classic in conveying how 
the intersection of spiritual and political dimensions made his pilgrimage a calling. He 
died while on a UN mission to what is now Zambia, where his plane crashed. He was 
awarded posthumously the Nobel Peace Prize in 1961. 

We also remember: 
On September 24, 1957 nine young people, displaying incredible courage, were 
escorted into Central High School in Little Rock Arkansas through the cursing and 
taunts of an angry crowd, who were trying to block their entry into an all-white school. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so 
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay 
We pray for: 

 Individuals, churches and other organizations who remain committed to 
seeking healing, justice and truth; 

 Greater respect for indigenous people and greater acceptance of all peoples 
across bound of ethnicity and religion; 

 Those who protect and care for the region’s threatened soil, forests, waters, 
glaciers. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 Madison Avenue Church in Baltimore City – Phyllis Felton, pastor 
 Maryland Presbyterian Church in Towson – David Norse-Thomas, pastor 

http://www.pcusa.org/jeff-and-christi-boyd
http://www.pcusa.org/jeff-and-christi-boyd
http://www.pcusa.org/jed-koball
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NEWS FROM THE SESSION 

CALLED MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
 The Session has called a meeting of the Congregation for NEXT Sunday, 
September 26, immediately following morning worship. The meeting will begin in 
the Sanctuary at approximately 11:35 a.m. This meeting will be entirely in-person. 
There is no opportunity for online participation due to the nature of the business 
to be conducted. 
 The purposes of the meeting are (1) to hear a report from the Congregational 
Nominating Committee and to elect a Deacon to fill a vacancy. And, (2) to approve 
a change proposed by the Session to the Church’s Corporate Bylaws. The change 
adds provisions for online meetings of the Congregation. And, finally (3) to ratify 
the actions taken at meetings of the Congregation held online in 2020 and 2021 
which took place during the pandemic emergency prior to there being any 
provision for online meetings.  Items #2 and #3 require an in-person meeting in 
order to become valid. 
 A full description of the proposed change in the Bylaws was included in 
the 2020 Annual Report, and will also be available on the church website, 
www.firstpreshc.org/meeting-09-26-2021 
 

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS 

PIANO CAMPAIGN 
It is time for a new piano in the sanctuary.  The Kawai piano in the sanctuary is 
about 30 years old and has reached its end of lifespan without significant 
investment in repairs. We are raising funds to purchase a quality used piano.  We 
hope to purchase an instrument with a wonderful sound to enhance our worship 
for many years to come. This is a piece of church “infrastructure” that can help fill 
and uplift the soul! Our target is $50,000 and we have commitments on $10,000 
towards the total. The cost includes such items as moving the piano to our church, 
tuning, and maintenance. Any monies received in excess of the acquisition cost will 
be used for long-term service, upkeep and maintenance of the instrument. Please 
mark your donations with “piano fund” and thank you for your consideration. 

WELCOME HOME BANNER 
The new Welcome Home banner is truly a labor of love and the labor began with 
you! The watercolors used for the lettering squares were created by church 
members ages 3 to 80+ at Lemonade on the Lawn in the summer of 2019. We 
wanted to bring back that feeling of fun together as it has been too long since we 
could gather to create something beautiful. Your colors and creativity are indeed 
beautiful, especially all together. Welcome home!   

THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help.  
We are looking to add AT LEAST 20 new audio and video techs, as well as more 
power point operators to our ranks, so we can accommodate future needs. 
Training will be provided. For more info or to sign-up, please contact 
technicalservices@firstpreshc.org 

AVAILABLE DATES FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
There are a few openings available on Sundays in 2021 - November 14, 21, 28, and 
December 5, 12. Please go to SignUpGenius to reserve flowers for the above dates 
or on any available Sunday in 2021.  
Get a head start on flowers in 2022! Go to SignUpGenius and reserve your flowers 
now! 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/meeting-09-26-2021
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COME SING IN CHOIR! 
The fall 2021 season of Chancel Choir has begun! No experience necessary. 

 Rehearsals:  Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 *Please wear your mask & be fully vaccinated to participate. 

Contact Matt in the Music Office (mmay@firstpreshc.org) for more information 
and/or to participate. 

BELL CHOIR BEGINS SOON! 
The fall 2021 season of the bell choir has begun! No experience necessary. 

 Rehearsals:  Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 *Please wear your mask & be fully vaccinated to participate. 

Contact Matt in the Music Office (mmay@firstpreshc.org) for more information 
and/or to participate. 

FACEBOOK LIVE:  EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS 
Thursdays at 9:30 p.m. 
Fifteen-ish minutes of quiet and peace, cultivating our awareness of God's 
presence as we end the day. 
You do not need to have a Facebook account to join in – use the link (big blue F) 
on the front page of the church website and come join us! 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
8:30 a.m.  Outdoor Worship Service - In-person only 
 Please wear a mask and observe social distancing. 

In case of inclement weather we will worship in the 
sanctuary, check the website.  

 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Worship - In-person & Livestream from the 
Sanctuary 

No registration is needed but please wear a mask and observe social 
distancing. 

Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links. All are welcome! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Sunday School for children and youth age 2 through 8th grade will be held outside 
at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays (weather permitting). Senior High youth (grades 9-12) will 
meet inside. Children, youth, and adults are all asked to wear masks. Check your 
email or contact DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org) for more 
information. 

NURSERY IS OPEN! 

On Sunday mornings the Nursery is open for children age 4 and under. Children 
age 3 and up are encouraged to wear a mask. Other Covid health and safety 
protocols will be followed. Please note that this is subject to change. For more 
details or questions email DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org). 

FALL YOUTH GROUP 
5th through 12th graders are invited to gather twice a month on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays for youth group. Here’s what you need to know: 
 Dates and time:  September 22, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
 Bring your own dinner and we’ll provide water and dessert. 
 We’ll stay outside so bring a chair and please wear a mask. 
 Questions? Email DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org) 

mailto:mmay@firstpreshc.org
mailto:mmay@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/
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ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 

September classes will be held in person in the church building. Please wear a 

mask. 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUFF IS HARD with Bill  
September 19, 26 — Room 258 at 9:30 a.m. 

For three weeks Bill will continue with his series of classes Environmental Stuff is 
hard.  The discussions are focused on some of the challenges to earth care and 
environmental advocacy. 

Sept 19:  Environmental Justice is Hard.  A hard look at the difficulties of 
addressing environmental impacts of marginalized communities. 

Sept 26:  Environmental Hardcase:  Brownfields verses Greenfields 

This is a hybrid class which will take place both in-person and on Zoom. Visit 
this website for more information and the Zoom link: 
http://firstpreshc.org/adult-education-september-2021/ 

THE BIBLE IN DEPTH facilitated by Doyle  
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom and in the Parlor 
This lively conversational study is reading through the literature of the Old 
Testament. All are invited to jump right in! 

This is a hybrid class which will take place both in-person and on Zoom. Visit this 
website for more information and the Zoom link: http://firstpreshc.org/adult-
education-september-2021/ 

WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS HAVE BEGUN 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
This fall both the morning and evening groups be looking at the prophetic book of 
Ezekiel – the one who had amazing visions of God’s power and presence (valley of 
dry bones) in the midst of war, captivity – just generally an awful time. Everyone is 
welcome. Hope to see you on Zoom this Wednesday! 

Wednesday Morning Study meets at 9:30 a.m.  
This study will begin the fall season on Zoom, and as the Covid environment 
changes, we’ll evaluate when to begin to gather again in person. But not quite 
yet. To attend, click here to register on Zoom –and Zoom will send you the link 
for the fall season. See you on Wednesday morning! 

Wednesday Evening Study meets at 7:00 p.m.  
This study meets on Zoom – and don’t hesitate to bring your supper or dessert!  
To attend, click here to register on Zoom –and Zoom will send you the link for 
the fall season. See you on Wednesday evening! 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

PRESBY FELLOWSHIP/PUB 
Third Thursday of the Month – Next date October 21, 2021 
4:30 – 6:00 p.m. if in-person; 5:00-6:00 p.m. if by Zoom 
This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues 
to offer fellowship for First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome! 
Feel free to bring your own snacks. Anything meant for sharing should be 
something that doesn't require sharing a serving utensil or a using a communal 
bowl. We will follow the church guidelines for safely meeting during the pandemic. 
We may meetin in-person or by Zoom depending on the pandemic. 
To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP FUND DRIVE  
The Guatemala Scholarship Fund Drive continues through October 3. Education 
has made it possible for our past scholarship students to unlock their potential—
to work for an accountant, architect, even the mayor of the town. Or become a 
teacher, mechanic, chef or bookkeeper. New students await this opportunity. Your 
contribution of $460 will fund a scholarship for one student for a year, but 
contributions of any amount are most welcome and help us towards our goal of 
90 scholarships. Pay on the church website www.firstpreshc.org through the 
church PayPal account or mail a check to First Presbyterian Church of Howard 
County, 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045. Don’t forget to indicate 
“Guatemala Scholarships” in the note section. For deferred or installment 
payments, contributions in memory or in honor of someone, or questions, please 
email guatemalascholarships@firstpreshc.org. 

MISSION TRIP to MASSANETTA 
Calling all volunteers who would like to travel to Massanetta Springs Camp & 
Conference Center for all or part of Thursday, September 23 through Sunday, 
September 26, 2021. We will be winterizing the Petersburg Cottage. Contact 
Debbie if you are interested. High and Middle School participants are eligible if 
accompanied by an adult. NOTE:  You must be vaccinated for COVID-19 to 
participate (12 & older). 
Please join us after the 10:30 service for a quick organizational meeting.  
We will complete Health Forms and organize car pools, etc. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – September – Food Staples  
The Board of Deacons is campaigning for additional donations of grains and beans 
as part of our continuing efforts against hunger in Howard County. Suggested 
items:  Rice, Pasta, Dried or canned lentils, Dried or canned beans, Packages 
rice/pasta side dishes. Please leave your donations in the storage box by the back 
entrance (near the mail box). And please don’t forget your regular JOC food 
donations, as hunger is an on-going concern for too many of our neighbors 
especially this year. Thank you on behalf on the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of 
Howard County. 
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BRIDGES TO HOUSING STABILITY CHILI & CHALLENGE VIRTUAL EDITION 
To support our efforts to alleviate homelessness: 

o Purchase flavorful chili meals provided by Bare Bones Grill & Bar 
o Bid in the virtual silent auction 
o Donate to help your congregation win the Golden Ladle! 

Cubside Pickup is Sunday, October 10, 2021 from 12:00-3:00 p.m. 
For more event details, visit www.bridges2hs.org/event/chiliandchallenge2021  
Your participation helps prevent and end homelessness in Howard County, MD. 

STRENGTHENING THE CHURCH (STC) WORK DAY 
Saturday, October 16 at 9:00 am. 
If you cannot attend the Church Work Day and are willing to help out around the 
church another time, please contact Debbie Reese, dlr372@gmail.com or Margot 
Watson, margotewatson@gmail.com We will be happy to give you a project and 
have you volunteer in accordance with your schedule. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES 

THANK YOU for SHOPPING on AmazonSmile! 
If you have selected to have AmazonSmile make a charitable donation to  
“The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County” THANK YOU! The amount of 
$51.32 has been donated to FPCHC as a result of qualifying purchases made by 
you and other customers who have selected this charity this quarter. As of 
August 27, 2021 FPCHC has received a total of $461.95. WHAT? You’re not 
signed up? Visit smile.amazon.com. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials. 
Choose “The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County” as your charity. Be 
sure to use “The” to find the church’s name in their list. Then start shopping! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about 
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we can 
continue to give. PLEASE NOTE:  The letter drop in the Bell Tower doors has been 
removed, due to increased foot traffic inside the Church. In-person worshippers 
may leave their offering in the basket in the Upper Commons after the worship 
service. Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!  

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK 
Actual Income as of September 15, 2021  $577,361.32 
Actual Expenses as of September 15, 2021  567,591.87 
Total  $  9,769.45 

It takes an average of $2,156.74 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission  
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 5days ahead/(behind). 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

SURPLUS NICE TABLES 
The Church received a large number of very nice tables. After putting new tables 
everywhere in the Church where we need them, there is still a surplus. We have 
committed some of them to local non-profits, but it appears there will still be 
leftovers.  If you would like one or two tables and can move them away  
(non-folding) please contact Pastor Morton or Caroline Smith. The tables are in 
Lyle Buck Hall if you want to inspect them. 

FREE STUFF 
We have been busy cleaning out storage areas as well as received a furniture 
donation. Please contact Debbie if you are interested in any of the items tagged 
with an "x" or tables and chairs in Buck Hall.   

BUILDING REOPENING UPDATE (updated 8/31/2021) 
Session approved the following Recommendation for the opening of the church: 
Recommendations: The church building be re-open based upon the following: 

1. Church groups may schedule meetings and meet inside the Church after 
July 1, 2021 in designated rooms. Use of masks is required until further 
notice. Room reservations must be made through the church office, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. 

2. Outside groups may schedule meetings and meet inside the Church after 
November 1, 2021 in designated rooms. Use of masks is required until 
further notice. Room Reservations must be made through the church 
office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. 

3. Osher Institute may schedule use of rooms after November 1, 2021. 
4. Inspirit Counseling may schedule use of their office space at any time. 
5. Church and outside groups may schedule use of the church grounds 

through the church office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Only one group may 
meet at a time. 

CHURCH STAFF 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor:  mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor:  sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator:  vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries:  mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper:  bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woody Collins, Church Sexton:  sexton@firstpreshc.org 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule  

8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults 

10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship 

FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live  
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc 

LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org 

THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS  
TUESDAY - SATURDAY BETWEEN 10:00 A.M. AND 2:00 P.M.  

(CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE OR WOODY’S CELL PHONE WHEN YOU ARRIVE)  
OR BY APPOINTMENT 

GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP CAMPAIGN – SEPTEMBER 12 – OCTOBER 3 

Sunday, September 19th 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Sunday School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 
 11:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 
 6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle via Zoom 

Tuesday, September 21st 

 10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 

Wednesday, September 22nd 

BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 
FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Study Group via Zoom 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Study Group via Zoom 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, September 23rd 

 9:00 a.m. ROMEOS Breakfast 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, September 24th 

FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 
 1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins 

Sunday, September 26th 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Sunday School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 
 11:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.  
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Thursday, October 14, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. for the November 2021 Issue 9. 
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