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WELCOME TO SUMMERTIME WORSHIP! 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 8, 2021 

9:00 a.m. Outdoor Service  

 

GATHER 
We gather on the Front Lawn, our Summertime Sanctuary. 

Please wear a mask, and observe physical distance. 
Take a breath, wave to your neighbor, and let’s worship God! 

Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Fresh as the morning and sure as the sunrise. 
 God is faithful! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for the Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Holy God, your love is higher than the heavens 
and your grace is wider than the sea. 
Awaken our hearts to the joy of your presence 
and open our lips to sing your praise; 
to the glory of Jesus Christ, 
our teacher, friend, guide and savior. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn Know That God is Good/Mungu Ni Mwema Mungu Ni Mwema 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy God, 
you love us, you care for us, 
and you lead us day by day. 
But we have not followed you. 
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
And we have not loved our neighbors. 
Forgive us by your grace. 
Help us to walk in your way, 
that we may see the world as you do, 
and love it with your love; 
for Jesus sake. 
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow, 
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.) 
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ENCOUNTER 
A Chime calls us to listen. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Second Lesson:  Acts 8:26-39 

26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and 
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to 
get in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
        so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?”  38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Thoughts on the Lesson I Have a Job for You:  The Ethiopian Eunuch Sue Lowcock Harris 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith/Saying Yes  from the Iona Abbey Worship Book 

 (together)  

With the whole church 
We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 
befriended by Christ, 
empowered by the Spirit. 

With people everywhere 
We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 
planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

With all creation 
We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 
the unfolding purposes of God, 
forever at work in ourselves and the world. 
Thanks be to God! 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

We pray to you, O God: 
Hear our prayer. 

 The Lord’s Prayer (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn I Am Walking a Path of Peace John Bell 

I am walking a path of peace. 
I am walking a path of peace. 
I am walking a path of peace. 

Lead me home, lead me home. 

* Sending Responses 

In work and in worship 
God is with us. 

Gathered and scattered 
God is with us. 

Now and always 
God is with us, thanks be to God. 

* Benediction 

* Postlude 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR SUMMERTIME WORSHIP. We gather on the Front Lawn, which is our Summertime 
Sanctuary. Please bring and wear a mask, and observe physical distance. The Park and Ride provides the most 
convenient parking. Please don’t park on the street or next to the walkway. Remember to bring a chair or blanket. 
There will be self-serve church chairs available as well. Paper bulletins will be available. After worship we invite 
you to linger for Lemonade on the Lawn.  
In case of bad weather please check the church website before you come! Information will be posted by 8:00 a.m. 
if the service has been cancelled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/
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The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 


