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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Pentecost 
May 23, 2021 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Some day, after mastering the winds, the waves, the tides and gravity, we shall harness for God the 
energies of love, and then for a second time in the history of the world, we will have discovered fire. 

  Teilhard de Chardin 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Waltz in B minor, Op. 62, No. 2 Frederick Chopin 

  Impromptu in A-flat, D935, Op. 142, No. 2 Franz Schubert 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Come, Lord Jesus, send us your Spirit! 
 Renew the face of the earth! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prelude For the Beauty of the Earth arr. Jeanne Cotter 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

On this morning of wind and flame, we pray: 
Spirit of truth, guide us into all truth; 
consume the lies that shroud the world in hate; 
pray in us with sighs too deep for words; 
and let Christ’s voice ring out with hope for a new world. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Hyfrydol 

  (see pages 3 & 4 for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of all hope and joy, 
you fill your people with your presence, 
and create a bold, new community of hope and life. 
We confess that we fail to trust your bountiful goodness. 
You are doing a new thing in the world, 
but we act as if your stories have all been written. 
You speak to us in every language, 
but we refuse to heed your Word. 
You make one body from all our gifts; 
but we refuse to be connected. 
Forgive us. 
Breathe on us and restore our souls; 
illumine us with the fire of your love. 
Quench our thirst and renew our hearts, minds and bodies 
to live and serve you fully in these fearful days. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise 288 (singing together) Spirit of the Living God 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(Greet each other by sending a text, a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 
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* Response of Praise 292, verses 1 & 2  As the Wind Song 

(singing together) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Psalm 104:24-30 

24  O LORD, how manifold are your works! 
          In wisdom you have made them all; 
          the earth is full of your creatures. 
25  Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
          creeping things innumerable are there, 
          living things both small and great. 
26  There go the ships, 
          and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 

27  These all look to you 
          to give them their food in due season; 
28  when you give to them, they gather it up; 
          when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
29  When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
          when you take away their breath, they die 
          and return to their dust. 
30  When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
          and you renew the face of the ground. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Acts 2:1-18 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes 11Cretans and 
Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 
12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 
13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is 
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17  ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
     that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
          and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
     and your young men shall see visions, 
          and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18  Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
          in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
               and they shall prophesy. 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Pentecost, the Holy Spirit and You! The Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Taylor 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from A Declaration of Faith (1977) 

The Holy Spirit is God active in the world. 
By the Spirit G od raised up leaders and prophets in Israel. 
By the Spirit Jesus was conceived baptized and empowered. 
By the Spirit the risen Christ is present with the church. 
We affirm that the Holy Spirit is the Lord and Giver of life, 
the Renewer and Perfecter of God’s people, 
the one who makes real in us what God has done for us. 
Thanks be to God! 

* Hymn 284 Holy Spirit, Come to Us Tui Amoris Ignem 

 



11 

 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

Living God: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Gracious God, continue to pour out your power 
in the church, in the world, and in our lives, 
so that all will know that you are at work among us. 
Make us instruments of peace, 
agents of justice and reconciliation 
and bearers of hope, 
through Jesus Christ our living Lord. 
Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem Suite de Danzas Criollas Alberto Ginestera 

  iii. Allegretto cantabile 

* Doxology 246, verse 5 (singing together) Christ Is Alive! 
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* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

We belong to Christ Jesus. 
All things are Christ’s, for Christ is Lord of all. Alleluia! 

(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.) 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 300 We Are One in the Spirit They’ll Know We Are Christians 

(see next page for hymn) 

* Closing Responses 

This is the good news. 
Christ has risen and the Spirit is with us! 

This is our story: 
In life and in death we belong to God. 

This is our new commandment: 
To love one another as Christ loves us. 

This is our calling: 
To pray and work for the justice and joy of God’s realm. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Siyahamba arr. John Behnke 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license  
#A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

