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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 14, 2021 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves  
like locked rooms and like books that are written in a very foreign tongue. 

    Rainer Maria Rilke 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both YouTube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Dream John Cage 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

From water to wilderness: 
 God’s covenant continues; 
 God’s realm comes near. 

On stone and in hearts: 
 God’s covenant continues; 
 God’s realm comes near. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prelude Pastorale Enfantine Cecil Chaminade 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

O God, 
you are the light to the lost and bread to the hungry. 
Draw us to your light, O God, as we worship together. 
Open our eyes to see signs of your realm come near. 
Touch us through your Spirit, 
that we may be healed, equipped and empowered 
to live holy and joyful lives in the freedom of your grace. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 851 Come, Bring Your Burdens to God Woza Nomthwalo Wakho 

* Hymn 792 There Is a Balm in Gilead Balm In Gilead 

  (See next two pages for hymns) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God our Redeemer, we confess 
that we are people of ashes and dust. 
You provide all we need, 
but we grumble and complain. 
You give us the light of the world, 
but we continue to walk in the darkness. 
You give your law to guide us, 
but we seek the wisdom of the world. 
Forgive us, God of grace. Heal us and set us free. 
Set our minds on life in your realm; 
through Jesus Christ,  
our teacher, friend, companion and savior. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

* A Sung Prayer for Mercy 437  You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy 

(singing together) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(Greet each other by sending a text, a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Response of Praise 795, refrain only Healer of Our Every Ill 

(singing together) 

 

 Words of Welcome 

ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Numbers 21:4-9 

4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; 
but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no 
food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The 
people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and 
against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for 
the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 
pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of 
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would 
look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

 Psalter Lesson:  Psalm 107  Michael Guimont 
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 Gospel Lesson:  John 3:14-21 

14“And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has 
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were 
evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds 
may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon The Path of Blessing:  The Blessing of Truth Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Confession of Belhar (1986) 

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation 
is made manifest in the church as the community of believers 
who have been reconciled with God and with one another. 

We believe that the unity of the church 
must become visible so that the world may believe 
that separation, enmity, and hatred  
between people and groups 
is sin which Christ has already conquered, 
and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity 
has no place in the church and must be resisted. 

Thanks be to God! 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God of grace 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O Christ, the Master Carpenter, 
who at the last, through wood and nails, 
purchased our whole salvation, 
wield well your tools in the workshop of your world, 
so that we who come rough-hewn to your bench 
may here be fashioned to a truer beauty of your hand. 
We ask it for your own name’s sake. Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Give Me Jesus Bob Moore 

  Liturgical Dance Team 

* Doxology 698 Take, O Take Me as I Am 

(singing together) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

Lord, receive the offerings of our lives: 
that every breath might be holy to you. 

(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.) 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 223 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Hamburg 
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* Closing Responses 

We journey with Christ. 
Christ before me, Christ beside me, 
Christ behind me, Christ beneath me. 

As we walk 
Christ, be our way. 

As we learn 
Christ, be our truth. 

As we grow 
Christ, be our life. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 
#A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

