THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 31, 2021

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST]

GATHER

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

For Meditation before Worshigfor personal use before worship)

Grace is the ability to redefine the boundaries of possibility.
Manning Marable

Gathering Time

Music begins at 10:15 a.m.

Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!

Andremember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

Gathering Music

Jesus, Priceless Treasure Thomas Keesecker
The Hudson Ola Gjeilo
| Come with joy Robert Train Adams

Greeting

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Lighting the Christ Candle

As prophets promised long ago
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As even the forces of evil seem to know

Jesuss the Holy One of Gad

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:

Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.

Prelude How Firm a Foundation Robert Train Adams



Prayerfor Sunday Morning

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Living Christ,

your authority is found inintegrity and living truth,

not in the assertion of power over others.

Open our imaginations to new dimensions of your love,
and heal us of all that severs us from you and one another,
that we may grow into the vision you unfold before us.
Amen.

* Hymn303 God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian Church United

THE CHURCH
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(continued on next page)
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bold a - pos-tles to your church in ev - ery place.
and com - pas-sion  shown through word and deed and prayer.
life stead-fast - ly, yet not o - ver-look its faults,
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This text affirms that the church’s minist

is the combined witness of all its members, The first haif of each

stanza addresses either one of the divine Persons or the full Triune God, and the second half forms a prayer
drawing on the attributes recalled in the first half.

TEXT: Carl P. Daw Jr,, 1987, alt,
MUSIC: Alfred V, Fedak, 1986

Text © 1989 Hape Publishing Company
Music £ 1939 Selah Pubiishing Co., Inc

CHURCH UNITED
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercyon us.

Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.

God our Creator,

who commands all spirits,

comforts all in distress and casts out destructive forces:
we confess that we are broken creatures,
unable to do your will.

You speak to us, but we ignore youpice.

We protect what is familiar

and reject what is unknown.

We admire those with courage

but excuse ourselves when we resist the truth.
We forget that you are always with us,

and that with you all things are possible.

Forgive us, God of grace,

and fromyour compassionate heart,

pour your mercy on us,

that we may live in a way that is pleasing to you,
every day.

(Wepause fomquiet, personal praye)



Assurance of Grace

* Responsef Praisel55
(singing together)

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

155

Raise a Song of Gladness

Jubilate Deo
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(chords continwe)

Raise a Song of Gladness

Raise a song of
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Al -le - lu -ia, al-le-lu-ia joy to ev-ery heart!
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*May be sung as a canon.

* Sharing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

(Greet each other by sending a text, a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube

* Response of Praise
(singing together)

| am walking the path of peace.
| am walking the path of peace.
| am walking the path of peace.
Lead me home, lead me home.

Wordsof Welcome

I Am Waking the Path of Peac



ENCOUNTER

Prayer for lllumination
First LessonDeuteronomy 18:15-20

15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own
people; you shall heed such a prophet. ®This is what you requested of the LORD your God
at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If | hear the voice of the LORD my
God any more, or ever again see this great fire, | will die.” ¥’Then the LORD replied to me:
“They are right in what they have said. 3l will raise up for them a prophet like you from
among their own people; | will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak
to them everything that | command. *?Anyone who does not heed the words that the
prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable. 2°But any prophet who
speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that |
have not commanded the prophet to speak — that prophet shall die.”

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
/ KA RNBYQa tNI&SNI YR ¢KS [ 2NRQ& t NI &SN
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from euvil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

Second_esson Mark 1:21-28

21They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and
taught. 22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an
unclean spirit, >*and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of God.” °But Jesus rebuked
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 2’They were all amazed, and they kept on
asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching — with authority! He commands even
the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”?2At once his fame began to spread throughout
the surrounding region of Galilee.

For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!



Sermon Who Is This? Sue LowcocKarris
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE

* Affirmation of Faith(together) from A Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Hol®ne of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba Father.

In sovereign love God created the world good
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male and female, of every race and people,

to live as one community.

Butwe rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
LIy2NAy3d D2RQa O2YYIlI yRYSyGax
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature,

and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
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Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.
In everlasting love,

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
to bless all families of the earth.

Hearing their cry,

God delivered the children of Israel

from the house of badage.

Loving us still,

God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,

like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still.

With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice thd nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Thanks be to God!



* Hymn726

Will You Come and Fol
The Summons

DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

726 Will You Come and Follow Me

low Me

The Summons
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2 “Will  you leave your-self  be-hind if 1 but call your name?
3 “Will you let  the blind-ed see if 1 but call your name?
4 “Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name?
5 Lord, your sum-mons ech - oes true when you but call my  name,
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Wil you go where you don’t know and nev - er be the  same?
Will you care for cruel and kind and nev - er be the  same?
Will you set the pris-oners free and nev - er be the same?
Wil you quell the fear in - side and nev - er be the  same?
Let me turn and  fol - low vyou and nev -er be the  same.
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Will you let my love be shown; will you let  my name be known;
Will you risk the hos « tile stare should your life  at-tract or scare?
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as this un-seen,
Will you use the faith vou've found  to  re-shape the world a - round,
In yourcom-pa-ny Tll go  where your love and foot-steps show.
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will you let  my life be grown in you and you in  me?”
Will  you let  me  an - swer prayer in you and you in me?”
and ad-mit o what I mean in you and you in  me?”
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in  me?”
Thus 'l move and live and grow in you and you in  me,

TEXT fohi 1. Bell and Gratam Mavd, 1967
MUSIC Scottish medody; are, lohn |, Bell, 1907
Tt arned Musie Aev, © 1987 WERC, fovnn Comvmmndy radvmim. CIA Pulioatsons, e )

The fiest four stanzas of this ballad Jike hymn are undemstood to be in the voice of Christ, with the fifth
reflocting the Individual singer’s response, Created for this traditional Scottish tune, the text was written to
mark the conclusion of a youth volunteer’s time of ministry,

KLVINGROVE
EXEERAT)

Kelvingrove



Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers ofGratitude and Concern

Fountain of goodness,
Hear our prayer.

Concluding Prayeftogether)

Holy God,
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by giving your realm to the lowly and pure in heart.

Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice

and perseverance istriving for peace,

that by our words and deeds

the world may see the promise of your realm,

revealed in Jesus Christ,

our teacher, guide, friend and savior.

Amen.
The Offering
Offertory The Quiet Journey Thomas Keesecker
* Doxology Forthe Gifts of Beauty, Joy and LigBblomon Major)

(singing together)
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* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

The earth belongs to God, our creator.
Every good thing is a gift of God.
(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.)

SEND AND BLESS

* Hymn 300 We Are One in the Spirit They'l |l Know We
(see next page for hymn)

* Closing Responses

We are the beloved community of God.
In water, God claims us.
In calling, God leads us.

Claimed and called, we go to proclaim:
Christis the light of the world and the center of our lives.

* Benediction
Postlude

Discipleship Time This Week at First Presbyterian Church

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are stayingonnected and being the church together
in these days of social distancing.

10



We Are One in the Spirit
They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
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2 We will walk with each oth-er; we will walk hand in hand;
3 We will work with each oth-er; we will work side by side;
4 All praise to the Fa-ther, from whom all things come,
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we will walk with each oth - er;
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the Spir-it; we are one in

the Lord,

we will walk hand in  hand,

we will work with each oth -er; we will work side by side,
and all praise to Christ Je - sus, God's on - ly Son,
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A parish priest at St Brendan's on the South Side of Chicago in the 1960s was ve

| |

love; yes, they'll know we are Chris-tians by our love.

involved In the local Civil

Rights mavement and needed something for his youth choir to sing at ecumenical, interracial events, Finding
nothing, he wrote this song In a single day,

TEXT and MUSIC: Peter Scholtes. 1906

Tt andd Musie € 1966 £ 1L Poblicatioos, assigoed 1991 10 The Lorens Cog.

THEY'LE KNOW WE ARE CHIRISTIANS

207 606 with refrain
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, missi@md common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staffof personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.

Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.ordor more info.

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #2246. All rights reserved.

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONESEI®EN license
#A-712246. All rights reserved.

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.

The First Presbyterian Church ENX
o of Howard County v
C m ; 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045 BRna

410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
[ We are an Earth Care Congregation [

Inspirit Counseling Servicgsrirst Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk  410-433-8861 x115
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