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The long planned-for Tree of Life was installed in the church Sanctuary this past 

week. You will notice it instantly when you return to the Sanctuary. Though we 

are not able to worship as usual in the Sanctuary, things are still moving ahead in 

all areas of the church’s life.   

The church’s Memorial Garden is just outside the Sanctuary wall. It is the lovely 

garden area on the left-hand side of the walk as you approach the front door from 

Presbyterian Circle. The garden was established by the Session in August 2016 as 

a location for the placement of cremains. Since that time, the ashes of a number 

of beloved members of the church, or members of their families, have been 

placed in the Memorial Garden. 

A plan from the beginning was also to install an indoor plaque or maker to record 

the names of those in the Garden. The long delay in installation was for the 

Strengthening the Church ministry area to take our time to consider the many 

possible options and locations and to choose the perfect one. Our thanks to the 

elders and members of Strengthening the Church for their persistent and faithful 

work on this effort! 

The chosen marker is a “Tree of Life” with 

individual leaves to be engraved with names 

and dates of those in the Memorial Garden. 

The Tree was paid for with a generous 

donation from Sarah, in Memory of her 

husband, the Rev. T. Webster, who was a long-

time Parish Associate at the church. The Tree 

was installed by Brett. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

The Memorial Garden:  

Tree of Life Installed in the Sanctuary 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 
See page 7 for more details. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 29 
First Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 64:1-6 & Mark 13:24-37 
Those Who Dream Pay Attention 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

December 6 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Communion 
Isaiah 40:1-11 & Mark 1:1-8 

Those Who Dream Build Peace 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 & John 1:1-6, 19-28 
Those Who Dream Sow Joy 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Luke 1:46b-55 

Those Who Dream Are Not Alone 

December 24* 
Christmas Eve is Thursday Night!  

Worship Services:   
Children’s Journey to Bethlehem, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Livestream Worship 
 at 8:00 p.m.  

 Candlelight In-person Christmas Eve Service  
on the front lawn at 11:00 p.m. 

*See page 7 for more Christmas Eve info 

December 27 
First Sunday of Christmas 

Isaiah 61:10-11 & Luke 2:22-40 
We Are Those Who Dream 

The church office and building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.  
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, December 10 by 9:00 a.m.  
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

December 2020 Sunday Morning Worship 
Worship Time—10:30 a.m. One Livestream Service on Facebook and YouTube 
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The location for the Tree, just inside the Sanctuary door which leads out to 

the Memorial Garden, will be in a protected, prominent location closely 

associated with the Garden itself. The next step will be to have a local 

engraver cut the names and dates into leaves so we can mount the leaves. 

We are excited to have this important step completed! We look forward to 

enjoying the Tree for decades to come. It seems a fitting and beautiful way to 

remember our church members, our family members, and our friends whose 

mortal remains rest in the arms of the Sanctuary where we worship. 

-- Morton Harris 

    Co-Pastor 

Tree of Life Installed in the Sanctuary  (continued from page 1) 



 

 

The Bible in Depth – taught by Doyle  
Continues all year – join in at any time—via Zoom 

This lively conversational study is reading through the Prophets of the Old Testament.  

In order to receive the Zoom link for this ongoing class you must CLICK HERE TO REGISTER.  

Once you register an email will be sent to you with a link to join the meeting.  

Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org. 

Page 3  Tid ings  December 2020  

Adult Educational Opportunities 

Advent Wednesday Study Groups 
Wednesday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom 

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

December 2, 9, 16, 23 

Send an email to Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org, and she will send you the link. 

Since Advent marks the beginning of our church year, there is a sense in which all of us need a beginner’s 

guide to these familiar stories. So this year’s Advent study book is Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to 

Advent, by Amy-Jill Levine. Levine is both a New Testament and Jewish Studies professor at Vanderbilt.  

She begins this book by confessing that she loves Christmas (AJ is Jewish) and has loved Christmas from 

childhood, “but now I appreciate,” she writes, “not only the decorated tree but also the fruits the good trees 

bear. There is more beauty to Advent than Christmas music and depictions of Madonna and Child. There is 

more value to the joy the season brings and the hopes it raises when we recognize the fascinating rich, and 

provocative aspects of the stories of Jesus’ birth.”  

Over the four weeks of Advent, we’ll discuss the Meaning of Memory, the Promise of Potential, the Journey 

to Joy, and the Gifts of the Gentiles. We’ll have a chance to hear from her each week as she shares in a set of 

videos to get our conversation going. 

Intrigued? Looking for a good conversation and a great read for the weeks of Advent? Join us on Wednesday 

mornings or Wednesday evenings as we read AJ Levine’s Advent book together. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcuyqqz8sGNKdU2-lYAJOmrRNzQzScT9x
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Advent Compline (Worship As the Day Completes) 
Thursday evenings at 9:30 p.m. 

December 3, 10, 17 on Facebook Live 

Join us online for 20 minutes of prayer, scripture, poetry and maybe some music as we 

carve out a space for us to pray for ourselves and for the needs of the world as our part 

of the globe begins to quiet down for sleep.   

Please note:  You do not need to have a Facebook account to attend. You can join the 

service from the church’s web page – just click on the blue F. 

Advent Quiet Days 
Beginning Sunday, December 13 

We’re taking Quiet Days online this year! In the midst of all the busy-

ness of the Christmas season, we’re making a virtual space for you to 

pause, take a deep breath, and gather strength and energy to live the 

wonder and love we Christians find at the heart of Christmas. Starting 

Sunday, December 13, visit this website for at-home activities to help 

bring the peace of Christ into your heart, mind, and home. 
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Advent and Christmas Activities 2020 

Advent Devotional on Facebook 
Hope, Peace, Joy, Love Devotional 

As we wait in anticipation for the birth of Christ, brief daily 

devotions based on scripture, quotes, and song will help us reflect 

on the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. Join with others in our 

Facebook Devotional Discussion Group to follow and engage with 

the devotional and each other. The devotional, including engaging 

questions, will be posted daily in the Facebook discussion group.  

If you have questions or would prefer a print or e-version of  

this devotional email DCE Virginia Callegary 

(vcallegary@firstpreshc.org). 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

This year the story of the birth of Jesus will be told through pictures and singing of the 
children of the church. Come, let us adore him through the eyes of our children! 

http://firstpreshc.org/quiet-days/
about:blank
about:blank
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Longest Night Service 
A Service of Hope and Prayer for Healing and Peace 

Monday, December 21, 2020  

7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

The Winter Solstice, December 21, is the longest and darkest night of the year. We gather – this year online 

from our Sanctuary – for an Advent worship service that yearns for the light of Christ to dawn.  

This year, December 21 falls on a Monday. And because of Covid-19, we’ll gather at 7:00 p.m. using Zoom as 

our online gathering platform. In order to gather safely online, you are invited to pre-register for this worship 

service. Click here to register. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 

about joining the meeting. 

Everyone is invited to pre-register for this service. We especially extend a hand of welcome to those who are 

carrying a heavier burden this year during the holiday season. Some of us are grieving a personal loss, a 

broken relationship, a difficult diagnosis. Some of us have lost friends and family to Covid-19. Some of us 

have endured Covid-19. Some of us and our colleagues live or work under extraordinary stress. Some of us 

must give our attention to terrible and troubling situations around the globe, and must bear this burden 

quietly. All of us are deeply moved by the coming of Christ into a world that is filled with violence, terror, 

oppression, disease and fear. 

The Service for the Longest Night is a time of sharing in hope. We sing, we listen, we light candles, and we 

share in silent mediation and reflection. We pray for a world of peace. You might like to have candles ready 

to light during the service. 

Please join us. If you or someone you know has experienced a loss in the past year, or if you or someone you 

know is carrying a quiet burden or a silent grief, or if you know someone who is burdened by the trouble and 

injustice in the world, please join us on Zoom, and encourage them to register and join us as well. 

Adult Advent Devotionals 
This year we have a daily devotional Those Who Dream for 

Advent through Epiphany. Each day of the devotional offers 

something new:  commentary, poetry, visual, written 

reflections, coloring pages, journaling, and Sabbath prompts.  

If you would like a devotional contact DCE Virginia Callegary, 

vcallegary@firstpreshc.org for a digital or print copy. We are 

happy to mail paper copies to anyone who asks. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvcOirpzwiE9GYYRdSXVCJv63bqmIROPQx
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org


 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering 
THE PERFECT GIFT 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to 

Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place, but those leaders often need 

to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering addresses the support needed by some of our 

leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color, and providing support for 

Presbyterian church workers in their time of need. 

Please give generously on Sunday, December 20, 2020. 

Sanctuary Flowers for 2021 
The Flower Chart for 2021 is ready to be filled in! Due to the coronavirus pandemic 
this year the Flower Chart is available on Signup Genius!  

Click on this link to sign up for flowers on any Sunday in 2021:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4DABAB29ABF58-flowers  

When you place your order, you can indicate the dedication you would like in the 

bulletin that Sunday and whether you want to take the flowers home or leave them 

for the Deacons to deliver to a church member to brighten their day.  

The flowers cost $35. Please send a check to the church office or pay via PayPal 

through the church’s website.  

Questions? Contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Thank you for helping to beautify the sanctuary in 2021!  

Worship, Arts & Music News 
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Poinsettia Orders 
Please order a poinsettia to help beautify our sanctuary this Christmas season.  

The cost is $12.00 per plant. Deadline for orders is Sunday, December 6. 

Click here to order poinsettias. 

Poinsettias can be picked up at the church: 

○ after the 8:00 p.m. livestream Christmas Eve worship service 

○ after the 11:00 p.m. in-person outdoor Christmas Eve Service 

○ after the 10:30 a.m. livestream worship on Sunday, December 27 

OR leave your poinsettia to be delivered by the Deacons. 

For more information or questions, contact Church Administrator, 

Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4DABAB29ABF58-flowers
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
https://forms.gle/aJDihet3BHjG7zBd8
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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Christmas Eve 2020 
We’re planning for a Christmas Eve of wonder and joy in this Covid 
year. Here’s an overview of your worship opportunities this  
Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24.  

Christmas Journey to Bethlehem 

Christmas Eve 3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Children and families are invited to bundle up, wear your masks, and come to the church 

grounds where you will find the path to Bethlehem. As you walk the path around the 

grounds, you will explore several places where you will be able to sing, or share, or leave 

something, or pick up something for your journey. You’ll end at the cradle, where you will 

welcome the Holy Child. Park in the Park and Ride – the first stop on the Journey will be 

near the church sign!  

8:00 p.m. Livestream Christmas Eve Worship 
Livestream from the Sanctuary. Carols. Story. Poems. Prayers. Everything you love about Christmas Eve at 

First Church livestreamed on Facebook Live and You Tube.  

To participate in this service you might like to do a few things in advance: 

● Pick up a copy of the e-bulletin from the church website (we’ll let you know when we post it!)  

The bulletin will also be emailed to you. 

● Put a large white candle – the Christ Candle – in the middle of your Advent Wreath in your worship 

space. Have matches or a lighter handy so you can light the Christ Candle with everyone when we 

come to that part of the service. 

● Find a small candle you can hold and light during the carol singing at the close of the service. You 

could use an ordinary taper candle in a candlestick or a short pillar candle that you could hold. You’ll 

light this candle from your Christ Candle. 

● Do you have a favorite crèche set? You could place that in your worship space.  

● What else might enhance the simple beauty of your worship on Christmas Eve? A blooming plant – 

such as Christmas cactus, poinsettia or amaryllis. Start now with your amaryllis and it might be 

blooming by Christmas Eve! 

11:00 p.m. Candle Light In-person Christmas Eve Worship  
Outdoors on the front lawn of the church.  

When all the wrapping and preparations are 

(nearly) over, bundle up and gather for 

about 30 minutes – with masks please and 

observing physical distancing. We’ll have 

candles ready for you to hold as we read 

the Christmas story, hear carols, pray for 

ourselves and our world, and finish up with 

Silent Night. Park in the Park and Ride and 

gather on the front lawn. 
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On Saturday, November 7, 2020 

Obinna Alexander 

nephew of Blessing 

Meet our Confirmands 
Last spring, we had to cancel both the Confirmation meeting with the Session and Confirmation Sunday 

because of the pandemic. Our 2019-2020 Confirmation class patiently waited all summer in the hopes that 

we could have a regular, in-person Confirmation Sunday this fall. When it became clear that would not 

happen, we arranged for the confirmands to meet with Session via Zoom in October. On Saturday, 

November 7, 2020 we had an outdoor, socially distanced Confirmation ceremony with families. During that 

ceremony, the confirmands made their professions of Christian faith. Pictures from that ceremony were 

shown in worship on Sunday, November 8, 2020 during the livestream service. We rejoice with these young 

people and all those who love them for this important milestone in their Christian journey.  

Welcome our Confirmands 

James, Julia, Obinna, Daniel, Nicholas 

New Members Welcome! 
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to become formal members of 

First Church. We were about to have a New Member Orientation when Covid-19 pushed us online. We 

were waiting to see if in-person worship would return in the fall. Since it will not – we want to give each of 

you the opportunity to formalize your membership before the end of the calendar year. So if you have 

been a guest – for a few months or a few years – know that you are a welcome guest, and we’d like to add 

you as a member! 

Please be in touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org or Pastor Sue, 

sharris@firstpreshc.org and we will arrange a good time for us to meet via Zoom, so we can get to know 

each other better! We look forward to welcoming you as a formal member of the congregation.  

mailto:mharris@firstpreshc.org
mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
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Fellowship Opportunities 

PW Annual Bake Sale Goes Curb Side! 
Just as your favorite restaurants have done ... cookies, brownies, muffins, and other baked goods made by 

the congregation, along with Equal Exchange coffee, cocoa, chocolate, and oil will be 

available for curb side pick-up or delivery on Saturday, December 19, 2020 between 

1:00-2:00 p.m. All safety precautions will be followed. Please note that this is the only 

fund raiser the Presbyterian Women holds each year and that proceeds will support 

local and worldwide missions of the church.  

Visit this website or check the Sunday bulletin First Day for details on how to order. 

Questions? Contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

Circles of Care 
Sunday, December 20 at 4:00 p.m. - next small group ZOOM meeting 

In these days of missing each other’s presence we are happy to invite you to join a small group to connect 

with one another. The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 20 at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom.  

Please fill out this Circles of Care form to indicate your interest in being part of this new and exciting initia-

tive at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County. Please respond by December 16. A link for joining will 

be emailed to you. Questions? Contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

A Word about Sharing Communion at Home 
In order to do this, you will need to have a few things in your home:  wine or grape 

juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind – a slice of sandwich bread, a roll, 

tortilla, naan – it can be gluten free or with gluten. You will want a napkin or a plate 

for the bread, and something to hold the wine or juice – a wine glass, a juice glass, 

even a coffee mug would be fine. Please use bread and wine/juice. 

 Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the room where you worship, so your 

worship is around the table – just like it is when we gather in the Sanctuary. 

 When it is time to break the bread, choose someone to lift the bread with Pastor Morton and break 

it, and then lift the cup with Pastor Sue. When we share the bread, you can pass it and tear a small 

piece of the common loaf/slice. When we share the wine/juice you can share by common cup 

(everyone takes a sip from the same cup) or by intinction (dipping the bread into the wine or juice) 

or by individual glasses. When all have shared, place everything back on the table for the rest of the 

service. 

Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us. 

Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month.  

Next Communion Sunday is December 6, 2020. 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/pw-bake-sale/
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4OAniEUBIp5MWscKgfJyaVmAOy73s0vKr-DoDEaX7xOTUQA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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Shopping On-line for the Holidays? 
While staying at home during the coronavirus pandemic you may be shopping on Amazon! If you are—hop 

over to Amazonsmile and choose First Presbyterian as your charity and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the  

price of eligible purchases to First Presbyterian! Same company, same prices, same service, just with a 

benefit! 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose “The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County” as your charity.  

Be sure to use “The” to find the church’s name in their list. 

4. Shop and thank Virginia for setting this up! 

5. Now, whenever you want to shop on Amazon, go to 

Amazonsmile.com, not Amazon.com and make sure you see 

“The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County”  

at the top where it says SUPPORTING! 

Shopping Opportunities to Support FPCHC 

The virtual Alternative Gift Fair is underway! It looks a little different this year, like most things,  

but the planning team has done their best to give you as much of the Fair as we can.  

It's still one-stop shopping; everything will be organized on First Presbyterian Church’s website: 

http://firstpreshc.org/alternative-gift-fair/ 

Here’s what’s new:  

SERRV – Our church will have our own link to shop for fair trade products from SERRV’s website. Be sure to 

use the link because we earn 20% from your purchases, a fundraiser for the Guatemala Program. You’ll shop 

and check out like a regular website, and items will be shipped directly to your door. Check the church’s 

website for special incentives! 

The SERRV website will be open for your shopping convenience until December 13.  

Alternative Gifts – We have a roundup of our favorite local, national, and international charities on our 

website. There are links for you to donate directly to the organizations, or we can help you make donations.  

Children’s Corner – Kids will be shopping via Zoom this year. Go to the website to sign up for a time slot. 

Gifts will be chosen by the shopper, wrapped for your child by volunteers, and available for pickup at the 

church later. Children’s Corner items are all handmade fair-trade gifts and cost $1-$12, so they are a great 

option for cash-strapped teens and college students too.  

Shopping for Alternative Gifts and Children’s Corner  

will be from Tuesday, December 1 through Saturday, December 6. 

Please share the website with friends and family. Shop early, shop often. 

(alternative to) The Alternative Gift Fair  

https://smile.amazon.com/?ref=dayone_us_smilehowto_1
Amazonsmile.com
http://firstpreshc.org/alternative-gift-fair/


 

 

Christmas Stockings and Tote Bags 
While things may look and work quite a bit differently this year, we can still share the spirit and joy of 

Christmas with families in need throughout our community.  

Sign up is completely virtual this year by clicking on this link  Christmas Stockings and Tote Bags. We still 

need people to fill Salvation Army stockings and donate money for the purchase of gifts for FIRN families. 

All the tote bags have been filled. 

There are now two ways to participate:  

1) You can purchase a pre-chosen gift for a FIRN client and Amazon will ship 

directly to the recipient at no cost to you.  

2) You can sign up for a Salvation Army stocking.  

Salvation Army stockings and Head Start tote bags are available for pick up  

at the church in the green plastic bin outside of the entrance to Lyle Buck Hall.  

Deacons will be collecting the stockings and tote bags at the church on  

Saturdays, December 5 and 12 between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  

Questions?  Contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
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JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!! 
December - POWERFUL Food 

The Board of Deacons’ campaign in December will focus on 

donations of POWERFUL protein-rich food for our 

continuing efforts against Hunger in Howard County. 

Imagine how hard it can be to have a Happy Holiday when 

you barely have enough to eat.  

Recommended items that have the power to bring a smile 

to a child’s face are: 

○ Peanut Butter 

○ Beans—Dried or Canned 

○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken 

○ Canned Soups 

○ Infant Formula 

○ Baby & Toddler Foods 

The Deacons Page 

Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” storage bin by the back entrance 

(near the mail box). And please don’t forget your regular JOC food donations, as 

hunger is an on-going concern for too many of our neighbors especially this year. 

As always, the generous support of the congregation is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

The Mitten Tree in a BIN!?! 

It’s cold outside! It is time for gloves, 

mittens, scarves, & hats.  

The Deacons are collecting them 

through Sunday, January 31, 2021 for 

all ages, kids, teens, & adults.  

There will be no “Mitten Tree” this 

year but you can put the items in the 

bin by the kitchen door.   

Questions? Contact:  Amanda Cranfill 

at amanda.cranfill@comcast.net  

or 410-730-6305  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4ea5a722a3fb6-christmas
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
mailto:amanda.cranfill@comcast.net
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The Cold Weather Shelter is different this year! The guests will be in rooms at the Extended Stay America 

Hotel in Columbia for the entire 17 weeks. From February 8th through the 14th, our church is responsible for 

providing 2 evening volunteers (any gender) to be there from 5:30 p.m. until about 8:00 p.m. and for paying 

for meals and laundry. There will be a Grassroots Staff person there also. We can help with distributing 

dinners to people’s rooms or just being in the Staff room (which is a large hotel room) to provide back up to 

the Grassroots professional. Everyone (guests, volunteers, and staff) are required to wear masks and 

practice social distancing. We will likely have limited contact with the guests. However, I suggest that church 

volunteers be those who are not at high risk of complications from COVID. If you are interested in being an 

evening volunteer, please contact Contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Meals will be catered by Absolutely Perfect Catering who has done a fantastic job with Feed Howard 

County. Our church needs to contribute about $3000 to cover the meals and laundry for the week for  

25-30 guests. Please consider what you might have spent in preparing a casserole or a roast and how much 

you value NOT having to spend the night at church or scrubbing bathrooms and give accordingly! Please 

mark your check or Paypal donation "CWS".   
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Mission News 

Cold Weather Shelter 2021 
Monday, February 8 through Sunday, February 14, 2021 

Results of the 2020 Run For Coffee: Everybody Won! 
The 11th annual 5K Family Run for Coffee event had to be done very differently this year, due to the 

pandemic. And to be honest, the planning committee wasn’t quite sure what to expect. We are so thankful 

to report that the response exceeded our highest hopes! 

• More than 120 individuals and families ran or walked to raise funds for the Coffee Microgrant project.  

• Even though all of the runners and many of the walkers had to put in their miles on their own, almost 

every participating family attended the Run for Coffee event at Church on October 31st. Thanks to the 

efforts of more than 20 volunteers, we enjoyed a fun, safe afternoon of fellowship, treats, and a brief 

vespers service. Special appreciation to everyone who came in their Halloween costumes! 

• In addition to the runners, walkers, and volunteers, ten corporate sponsors contributed to making the 

2020 Run for Coffee a success. 

After expenses, the event will have raised more than $10,000 to support the Coffee Microgrants Project. 

Everyone is hoping and praying that the pandemic will be under control in Guatemala by the spring of 2021, 

in time for our partner presbytery there to carry out the coffee project. (They were under a strict lockdown 

last spring and couldn’t administer the program.) Look for news about this in future editions of Tidings, and 

please keep our Guatemalan brothers and sisters in your prayers. 

Please turn in outstanding donations as soon as possible by sending a check to the church or making a 

payment using PayPal. Don’t forget to indicate that your donation is for the Coffee Run. 

Huge thanks to everyone who participated or supported this event in any way.  

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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Mission News (continued) 

THANK YOU 
First Presbyterian Church  

of Howard County 

For Supporting ‘Buy-A-Day’ of Crisis Services 

Here is what happened on Thursday, October 29, 2020: 

Number of Staff (remote and on site). . . .16 

Number of Calls to Crisis Center . . . . . . 130 

Number of Calls Related to . . .  

 Shelter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

 Suicide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 

 Mental Health Counseling . . . . . . . 56 

 Financial Assistance Request . . . .  11 

 Information & Referral, etc. . . . . . .  24 

 Substance Use Disorder . . . . . . . .  18 

Walk-ins for Counseling or Food . . . . . . .  2 

Mobile Crisis Team Calls . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 

 

Just one call… 

The MCT received a call from Debbie who was concerned about her husband John. 
John was experiencing depression and thoughts of suicide after a job loss. The 
family is struggling financially and is experiencing marital stress. MCT worked with 
Debbie and John to create a safety plan and provided resources for the family to get 
counseling.  
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The Green Page 

Sustainability focuses on meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their needs. Everything that we need for our survival and well-being depends, either 

directly or indirectly, on our natural environment, and sustainability presumes that resources are finite and 

should be used conservatively and wisely. Sustainability is based on a simple principle: to pursue 

sustainability is to create and maintain the conditions under which humans and nature can exist in 

productive harmony to support present and future generations. This will require maintaining a change in the 

use of resources, the re-direction of investments, and the re-orientation of technological development, to 

enhance both current and future potential to meet human needs. A healthy environment is required for the 

survival of humanity and other living creatures. Sustainable development consists of balancing local and 

global efforts to meet basic human and ecological needs, without destroying or degrading the natural 

environment. However, at the global scale, scientific data now indicates that humans are living beyond the 

capacity of Earth to meet these needs, and that this cannot continue indefinitely. According to the United 

Nations World Population Prospects, the world population is projected to exceed 9 billion people by 2050, 

and to reach 11.2 billion by the year 2100, with most of the increase in developing countries. Meanwhile, 

emerging economies like those of China and India aspire to the living standards of the Western world, as 

does the developing world in general. The combination of population increase in the developing world and 

unsustainable consumption levels in the developed world poses a stark challenge to sustainability. 

The nations of the Earth, developed and developing, will have to make difficult decisions in order to agree on 

strategies to meet this challenge.  Strategies for reaching sustainability can generally be divided into three 

categories. Most governments and international organizations that aim to achieve sustainability employ all 

three approaches, although they may disagree on which deserves priority. The three approaches are: 

Affluence:  In 2020, research was published in the World Economic Forum by a group of scientists which 

identified affluence as the biggest threat to sustainability. Many believe that the best path to sustainability is 

reducing consumption and increasing energy efficiency. Population:  Others think that the most effective 

means of achieving sustainability is population control, by improving access to education and birth control. 

Technology:  Still others hold that the most promising path to sustainability is new technology, including 

transitioning to renewable energy, and genetic engineering of crops. 

Jeff 

Sustainability 

Going green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive 

and satisfying. This “Green Page” will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider 

and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God’s amazing creation. 



 

 

Save the Date! 
Maryland Legislative Briefing for People of Faith 
Cosponsored by The Earth Forum of Howard County 
Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Via Zoom (Registration page is forthcoming) 

Come hear about the top environmental priorities for the upcoming 2021 Maryland Legislative Session. 

Learn about the bills, the moral context of these bills and why we think they are the priorities, how to 

engage civically during a pandemic, and then break out into small groups to do a deep-dive into 1 bill of 

your choice. Special keynote speaker to be announced soon! 
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Financial Report Summary as of October 31, 2020   

   
Actual to Date  Expected to Date  

More (less) than 

Expected 

Contributions Received  $568,217  $611,416  ($43,199) 

  Total Income  $620,049  $680,999  ($60,950) 

  Total Expenses  $617,654  $680,999  ($63,345) 

Surplus (Deficit) to Date $2,395  $0  $2,395 

        

No Earth Forum in December 

Per Capita 

Apportionment 

Total Number of 
Contributions Received 

as of Nov. 12, 2020 
Total Number = 92 

Amount = $5,274.00 
Per Capita for 2020 is 

$36.00  
Have you paid yours 

yet? It’s not too late! 

Thank you if you did! 

 Session unanimously RECEIVED as church members (by profession of faith) the confirmation class – 

Jamie Burris, Obinna Chinaka, Nick Duda, Daniel Goering, and Julia Wade, and APPROVED the baptism 

of Obinna Chinaka. 

 Session APPROVED the minutes of the September 22, 2020 Session Meeting. 

 Session APPROVED the collection of a special offering for One Great Hour of Sharing on Sunday 

November 22, 2020. 

 The clerk reported that the average attendance for September 2020 was 134, as computed from the 

total of livestream connections to Facebook and YouTube, and the in-person worship team. 

Highlights from the October 27, 2020 Session Meeting 

Submitted by Jon Barnett, Clerk of Session 

Stated Session Meetings 2020-2021 
Unless otherwise noted, meetings are on the fourth Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom until 

further notice. Optional chat-and-gather time  at 6:30 p.m. 

2021:  January 26, February 23, March 23,April 27, May 25, June 22, August 24 



 

 

Page 16  Tid ings  December 2020  

Nominating Committee 2021 
Each winter, the Nominating Committee of First Presbyterian Church prayerfully considers who might be 

called to serve the church as Elders, Deacons, members of the Pastor-Parish-Personnel Committee (PPP), 

Financial Secretary, and members of next year’s Nominating Committee. Each of these positions is open to 

any full member of the congregation. Nominations and committee deliberations are confidential. You may 

nominate yourself or someone else to serve. Please consider serving your church! 

In the PCUSA, each congregation is run by ruling Elders. At First Presbyterian, there are a total of 19 Elders 

with 6 elected each year who then serve for 3 years and a youth Elder who serves for 1 year. If asked by the 

Nominating Committee, Elders may serve up to 6 consecutive years before they must rotate off, though this 

is not a common practice here. Each Elder serves on one of 5 committees:  Worship, Arts, and Music 

(WAM); Christian Education; Mission; Strengthening the Church; and Discipleship and Caring Ministries. 

These Committees make essential decisions that guide the current and future direction of our church. So, if 

you want to participate in these decisions, consider agreeing to be an Elder! 

Each Elder is expected to attend the monthly meeting at church of the Elders, called Session, on the  

4th Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. (until 9:00ish, dinner served at 6:30) and also their committee 

meeting, which is usually on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m., and then do the work of their 

committee as needed, roughly 4-10 hours a month, usually on weekends. Generally, each Elder is expected 

to chair their committee for one of the years and the time commitment is more that year. It is understood 

that not all Elders can make all the meetings, but regular attendance is expected. Elder candidates are 

chosen by the Nominating Committee and then elected to office by the congregation. They are ordained 

and installed in the spring and begin serving on July 1st. 

Current Elders and their committees are below (names followed by an asterisk are those rotating off 

Session next spring): 

Worship, Arts and Music supports the congregation’s worship life. Elders are Nan* (chair), Kathy , and 

Chuck . Matt May serves as the Director of Music Ministries. 

Christian Education provides opportunities for people of all ages to learn about their faith. Elders are 

Monica (chair), Jackie , Bill , Kathy* and Kellianne* (Youth Elder). Virginia Callegary serves as the Director of 

Christian Education. 

Mission leads our ministries interacting with those in need locally, nationally, and internationally. Elders are 

Clarence (chair), Rebecca , Kathy  

Strengthening the Church is responsible for the physical, financial, and corporate areas of the church’s life. 

Elders are Debbie* (chair, also serves as President of the Corporation - the church’s legal entity), Louisa*, 

and Margot.  

Discipleship and Caring Ministries is responsible for nurturing the spiritual growth of the congregation and 

for promoting a community of caring. Elders are Wilma* (chair), Sharon , Doria , and Jean Robert*. 
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Authorize, Sign, Submit! 

It’s time for the  

2020 Vouchers Deadline! 

All vouchers for expenses (Jan.-Nov.) in 2020 

should be turned in by Monday, November 30.  

If you’re spending money in the month of 

December the deadline is Friday, December 18—

all vouchers should be authorized and signed! 

Vouchers should be scanned and emailed to  

Pat Travers at bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org   

Thank you. 

All bulletin information for  

Sundays, December 27, 2020 & January 3, 2021 

are due by noon on Monday, December 21, 2020  

due to the Christmas holiday. 

Christmas Office Hours 
The church office and building are currently closed 

due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
The Church Staff will be taking a holiday for 

Christmas on Friday, December 25, 2020 

Monday & Tuesday, December 28 & 29, 2020 

The Church Staff will be working from home on  

Wednesday, December 30, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.  

& Thursday, December 31, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 

The church staff will be taking a holiday on  

New Years Day—Friday, January 1, 2021. 

Merry Christmas to All! 

Snow and Severe Weather Policy 
In the event of snow, ice or other severe weather, 

on Sundays, in this time of Covid-19, worship 

services will take a very different form!  

Check the Home Page of the church website, 

firstpreshc.org, for info about worship and if other 

activities have been changed or canceled.  

2020 Annual Reports Due 

Ministry Area Chairs and Church organizations 

please send your 2020 Annual Report by Tuesday, 

January 5, 2021 to Caroline Smith, Church 

Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. You can 

even send them before Christmas and enjoy your 

holidays! Thank you!! 

 

 

January 2021 Issue 1  

is Thursday, December 10 

To be mailed Wednesday, January 6, 2021 

Please send articles to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  
before or by the due date! 

Please keep us up to date  
with your current home and email address  
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

mailto:bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
firstpreshc.org
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus. 
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Coronavirus and the Church 

Church Building Update 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Church Staff is working from home. The Church Office and Building are 

closed and as of November 18, 2020 is accessible to church members by appointment only, please contact 

Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, to make arrangements.  

Face masks must be worn when you enter the building or are on the church grounds, and please practice 

social distancing. The Church Office and Building are still closed to the public and the doors are locked. 

The building will continue to be closed to Outside User Groups and large church groups through Sunday, 

January 31, 2021, at least.  

We are striving to follow all state and local orders for the health of our community, as well as using our own 

judgment about our ability to maintain cleanliness and safety of the building. We will of course keep you 

updated as we know more or as changes develop. Thank you for helping to control the spread of the virus 

and please keep our Church Staff safe and healthy! Contact us if you need us, we’re here for you. Keep 

washing your hands! Stay healthy!  

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

