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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

First Sunday of Christmas 
December 27, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Christmas is larger than a baby in a manger. Christmas is the coming of a whole new world.  
More than that, it is what makes that world possible. 

  Joan Chittister 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prelude Greensleeves Richard Purvis 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

O Word, now wrapped in human skin: 
Speak peace on earth through your children. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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* Carol 143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory Regent Square 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

God of today and tomorrow, 
we know 
that your fingerprints are all over this world. 
And we know 
that those who dream cannot keep silent. 
So today we pray: 
give us eyes to see you; 
give us courage to trust you; 
give us hands to do the work of peace, 
and give us lips to speak of you in our midst. 
Gratefully we pray, 
Amen. 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Carol 110 Love Has Come Bring A Torch 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Psalm 148 

1   Praise the Lord! 
     Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
          praise him in the heights! 
2   Praise him, all his angels; 
          praise him, all his host! 
3   Praise him, sun and moon; 
          praise him, all you shining stars! 
4   Praise him, you highest heavens, 
          and you waters above the heavens! 
5   Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
          for he commanded and they were created. 
6   He established them forever and ever; 
          he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
7   Praise the Lord from the earth, 
          you sea monsters and all deeps, 
8   fire and hail, snow and frost, 
          stormy wind fulfilling his command! 
9   Mountains and all hills, 
          fruit trees and all cedars! 
10  Wild animals and all cattle, 
          creeping things and flying birds! 
11  Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
          princes and all rulers of the earth! 
12  Young men and women alike, 
          old and young together! 
13  Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
          for his name alone is exalted; 
          his glory is above earth and heaven. 
14  He has raised up a horn for his people, 
          praise for all his faithful, 
          for the people of Israel who are close to him. 
     Praise the Lord! 

The Word became flesh and lived among us. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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* Carol 132 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice In Dulci Jubilo 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  Luke 2:22-40 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29  “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
          according to your word; 
30  for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31       which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32   a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
          and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for 
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God 
and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us: 

 Thanks be to God! 



8 

 

* Carol Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple Bunessan 

Mary and Joseph came to the temple 
brought the boy Jesus, offered him there. 
People were waiting wanting to greet him; 
long had they sought him, solace for care. 

Anna had prayed there, widowed, long waiting, 
worshiping God by day and by night. 

Now she is praising, filled with elation: 
here is God’s promise, Christ is her light. 

Simeon sings now: God proffers blessing, 
brilliantly gilding dawn of his day. 

Light in the darkness, never extinguished, 
Light of all nations, light up our way. 

 Anna, Simeon, Jesus. 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith adapted from A Declaration of Faith (1977) 

 (together) 

Jesus, the long expected Savior, 
came into the world as a child, 
descended from David, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of Mary, a virgin. 
He lived as a Jew among Jews. 
He announced to his people 
the coming of God’s kingdom of justice and peace on earth. 

We affirm that Jesus was born of woman as is every child, 
yet born of God’s power as was no other child. 
In the person and work of Jesus, 
God and human life are united but not confused, 
distinguished but not separated. 
The coming of Jesus was itself  
the coming of God’s promised rule. 
Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, 
he brings about the relationship between God and humanity 
that God always intended. 
Thanks be to God! 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

O Christ of Love: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

We bless you, Living God, 
for you have visited us in one like us, 
and in human fragility you reveal the face of the divine. 
Gather into your arms all the peoples of the world, 
so that in your embrace 
we may find peace, joy and courage 
and discover the fullness of our inheritance 
as your beloved children. 
Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Lullaby 17th Century, arr. By Alfred Johnson 

* Doxology 155 (singing together) Raise a Song of Gladness 
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* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

From the fullness of God we have all received grace upon grace. 
Let us offer our lives to God. 

(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.) 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Carol 136 Go, Tell It on the Mountain Go Tell It 
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* Closing Responses 

Now we have seen the saving love of the Lord. 
The glory of God’s people and a light to the nations. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Tidings of Joy J.S. Bach 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

