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THE SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, December 24, 2020 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 
Music begins at 7:15 p.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting in the comments 
on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

GATHERING MUSIC   
 

  O Come, O Come Emmanuel arr. McDonald, Nelson 

  Still, Still, Still arr. Rowland-Raybold 

  In the Bleak Midwinter arr. Rowland-Raybold 

  The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came arr. Rowland-Raybold 

JENNAMARIE WARFIELD, FLUTE 
MATT MAY, PIANO 

  Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella arr. Hayes 

Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella! 
Bring a torch, to the cradle run! 

It is Jesus, good folk of the village; 
Christ is born and Mary’s calling 
Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the Mother! 

Ah! Ah! Beautiful is her Son! 

It is wrong when the Child is sleeping, 
It is wrong to talk so loud; 

Silence, all, as you gather around, 
Lest your noise should waken Jesus. 

Hush! Hush! See how fast he slumbers; 
Hush! Hush! See how fast he sleeps! 

How he sleeps! 

Softly to the little stable, 
Softly for a moment come; 

Look and see how charming is Jesus, 
How he is peaceful, resting softly. 

Hush! Hush! See how the Child is sleeping; 
Hush! Hush! See how he smiles in dreams. 

Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella, run!’ 
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  O Holy Night Adam, Roquemaure, Dwight, arr. Hayes 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth! 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 

Chorus 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! 

O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 
O night divine! O night, O night divine! 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming; 
With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand: 
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here come the wise men from Orient land, 

The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, 
In all our trials born to be our friend; 

Chorus 
He knows our need, To our weakness no stranger! 

Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King, before him lowly bend! 

Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace; 

Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in his name all oppression shall cease, 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise his Holy name! 

Chorus 
Christ is the Lord, Oh, praise his name forever! 

His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim! 
His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim! 
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  Gesu Bambino Music by Pietro You 

   Words by Frederick H. Martens, Arr. Mark Hayes 

When blossoms flowered 'mid the snows 
Upon a winter night, 

Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, 
The King of Love and Light. 

The angels sang, the shepherds sang, 
The grateful earth rejoiced; 

And at His blessed birth the stars 
Their exultation voiced. 

O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

Again the heart with rapture glows 
To greet the holy night, 

That gave the world its Christmas Rose, 
Its King of Love and Light. 

Let ev'ry voice acclaim His name, 
The grateful chorus swell. 

From paradise to earth He came 
That we with Him might dwell. 

Ah! O come let us adore Him, 
Ah! Adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

O Come, O Come 
O Come, let us adore Him, 

Let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

  Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming arr. Mark Hayes 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 
of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, 

when half spent was the night. 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 

This flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. 
Enfleshed, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us 

and lightens every load. 
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  Go Tell It on the Mountain arr. Hayes 

BRIDGETT NESFIELD, MEZZO-SOPRANO 
MATT MAY, PIANO 

While shepherds kept their watching 
O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light. 

Go, tell it on the mountain,  
over the hills and ev’rwhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain  
That Jesus Christ is born. 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo! above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior’s birth. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and ev’rwhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born. 

Down in a lowly manger 
The humble Christ was born, 

And God sent us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn. 

Tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and ev’rywhere. 

You’ve gotta go, tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and ev’rwhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born. 

  Excerpts from Winter Songs Ola Gjeilo 
i.         Home 
iv.       Silent Night 

  Christmas Jazz Suite John Carter 
i.          Away in a Manger 
vii.       O Little Town of Bethlehem 

  The Quiet Night Thomas Keesecker 
ix.        Epiphany Waltz 
xii.       What Star is This 
ii. What Child is This 

 MATT MAY, PIANO 
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GATHER 

PRELUDE The First Nowell arr. John Leavitt 

MATT MAY, ORGAN 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

* CAROL 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful Adeste Fideles 

CONGREGATION, COVID CHRISTMAS CHOIR, BRASS ENSEMBLE, ORGAN 
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* PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

May God be with you.  
 And also with you. 

We would make room for you on this starry night, O Christ: 
room in our hearts, room in our common life, room in our world. 
We would dream dreams of hope and peace, joy and love. 
So with the angels we sing glory to you; 
with the shepherds, we share this good news; 
with the Magi we seek you; 
with Joseph we dream; and with Mary we wonder. 
Illumine your path by the light of your presence, 
that we may clearly see your truth, live by your grace, 
and walk in the way of your peace.  
Amen. 

WELCOME 

ANTHEM Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Reed, Rusbridge 

COVID CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

Infant holy, infant lowly,  
for his bed a cattle stall; 

oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, 
noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all! 
Christ the babe is Lord of all! 

Flocks were sleeping;  
shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 

saw the glory, heard the story,  
tidings of the gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you! 
Christ the babe was born for you! 
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ENCOUNTER 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

2   The people who walked in darkness 
          have seen a great light; 
     those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 
          on them light has shined. 
3   You have multiplied the nation, 
          you have increased its joy; 
     they rejoice before you 
          as with joy at the harvest, 
          as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4   For the yoke of their burden, 
          and the bar across their shoulders, 
          the rod of their oppressor, 
          you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5   For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
          and all the garments rolled in blood 
          shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6   For a child has been born for us, 
          a son given to us; 
     authority rests upon his shoulders; 
          and he is named 
     Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
          Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7   His authority shall grow continually, 
          and there shall be endless peace 
     for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
          He will establish and uphold it 
     with justice and with righteousness 
          from this time onward and forevermore. 
     The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 The Word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God. 

READING Where Shepherds Lately Knelt by Jaroslav Vajda 

ANTHEM Panis Angelicus César Franck 

EVELYN MOGREN, TROMBONE; MATT MAY, PIANO 
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SECOND LESSON 

Luke 2:1-20 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
          and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 The Word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God. 

READING Into This Silent Night by Ann Weems 
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* CAROL 112 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing Sussex Carol 

CONGREGATION, COVID CHRISTMAS CHOIR, ORGAN 
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THE OFFERING 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 OFFERTORY The First Nowell  

Oh Come All Ye Faithful 

Mary’s Boy Child 

PAUL LINDENMANN, TRUMPET 
KATIE LINDENMANN, CLARINET 

CHRISTINE LINDENMANN, GUITAR 

THIRD LESSON 

Matthew 1:18-24 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 

23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 

 The Word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God. 

READING First Light by Richard Bauckham 

MEDITATION “Those Who Dream” Dr. Morton Harris 
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* CAROL 158 Born in the Night, Mary’s Child Mary’s Child 

CONGREGATION, COVID CHRISTMAS CHOIR, PIANO 
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RESPOND AND BLESS 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

…Tonight we light this Christ candle, and we declare to all the earth: 
Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives. 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

… O Christ, our light: 
Hear our prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

* PASSING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
Light your candles! Pass the light carefully. Share it courageously. 
Spread the light in your hearts to the whole world. 

* CAROLS FOR THE LIGHT 
Angels We Have Heard on High, 113 

 CONGREGATION, COVID CHRISTMAS CHOIR, PIANO 

Silent Night, Holy Night! 122 
 CONGREGATION, COVID CHRISTMAS CHOIR, PIANO 

(see next few pages for the hymns) 
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* BENEDICTION 

* CAROL 123, VERSES 1 & 5  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol 

    CONGREGATION, COVID CHRISTMAS TRIO; PIANO 
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* POSTLUDE, CAROL 147 The First Nowell The First Nowell 

 verses 1, 2 & 6 CONGREGATION, COVID CHRISTMAS TRIO; PIANO 
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Church Poinsettias 2020 
The Poinsettias gracing our Sanctuary this Christmas Season have been graciously given by: 

 
Jan Agazio – Welcome Baby Jesus! 

Ed and Catherine Blacka – In honor of our co-pastors 
and staff. 

Ed and Catherine Blacka – In gratitude for friends and 
family in this holiday season. 

Sarah Brenner and Meredith and William Fisher – 
In memory of Web Brenner, “God Bless Us, Every 
One.” 

Virginia Callegary – In memory of my grandparents. 

Woodrow and Carol Collins – In joyous celebration of 
Adriana Paige Montgomery. 

Woodrow and Carol Collins – With love & joy for the 
marriage of Blake and Kelsey Collins. 

Woodrow and Carol Collins – In loving memory of 
Suzanne P. Kellan (Suzie). 

Kristin Duda – To celebrate the joy of being 
together from afar.  

The Eichhorn Family - In honor of our parents and 
grandparents. 

Louise Eyes – In memory of Doris and Leonard Eyes 
and Margaret Colwell. 

Louise Eyes – In memory of Perry Colwell and  
Betty Neese. 

Bettye Fennell and Children – In memory of  
Frank Fennell, Sr. 

Jeff and Natalie Funk – In memory of our parents,  
John and Phyllis Funk and Mary and Andrew Lee 
Roberts. 

Jeff and Natalie Funk – In memory of Jeff’s brother,  
James Funk. 

Jeff and Natalie Funk – In memory of  

Stephen Sheriff III. 

Jeff and Natalie Funk – Joy to the World! 

Amy & Mark Hamilton – For hope and joy! 

Morton and Sue Lowcock Harris – In memory of  
Doris and Ed Lowcock. 

Morton and Sue Lowcock Harris – In memory of  
Otha and Martha Harris and Tim Harris. 

Morton and Sue Lowcock Harris – To remember all 
who have been affected by COVID-19. 

Alice Haskins – In memory of my husband,  
Augustus (Gus) Haskins. 

The Kammerer/Douglas Family – In memory of  
David Kammerer, beloved husband, father, and 
grandfather.  

Tracy Krzys – In honor of Lyla and Carter. 

Daniel, Bridget & Adriana Montgomery –  
In honor of the BEST grandparents, CC & Grandad. 

Judy and Tom Nassau – In memory of our 
parents. 

Agnes Reid – In honor of the birth of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

The Rentkiewicz Family – In honor of our  
church family. 

Larry and Nancy Rentkiewicz - In honor of  
Pat Travers for her dedication and generosity. 

Nancy Rentkiewicz - In honor of Caroline Smith 
who is the best listener, dearest friend, and 
kindest soul. 

Nancy Rentkiewicz – In honor of Margot Watson 
- the best friend a gal can have. 

Kathy Robie-Suh – To the Glory of God! 

Diane Schultheis – In honor of my family – 
Caroline and Martin Smith, Cheryl and Kyra 
Ellzysmith, and Nathan and Heather Smith. 

Secret Pal – In honor of Debbie Richmond from 
her Secret Pal. 

Rev. Ellie Thober – In honor of Mark, Sarah, 
Mary, Peter and Ben Thober. 

Alsandro (Jay) & Christopher A. Turner –  
In memory of those whose shoulders we 
stand!!! 

Courtney S. Turner – In honor of my parents, 
Alsandro & Wanser Turner. 

Wanser & Alsandro Turner – In memory of  
our parents! 

Bob Watson – In memory of Jan Watson. 

Margot Watson – In honor of our great church 
staff. 

Margot Watson and Bob LeCompte – In honor 
of Molly, Emily and Christopher LeCompte.  

Sara Watson and Jim Gifford – In honor of 
Matt May. 

Paul & Joanie Werner – In remembrance of those 
we lovingly miss during the holiday. 

Megan Williams – In memory of my aunt, Sheila 
Crotty. 

Nick, April, Sarah and Nicholas Yuran – In 
honor of all those doing good in this world. 
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WELCOME TO CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We welcome you to this household of faith tonight, and pray that as you celebrate the birth of Christ 

you will be filled with God’s gifts of hope, peace, joy, and a great and generous love. 

May God’s Holy light, shining in Jesus Christ, fill your life. 

Thank you to our Tech Team: 
8:00 p.m. Laura Burris, Jean Robert Fantcho, Jonathan St. John 

Thank you to our musicians and singers this evening. 
Covid Christmas Choir:  Jon Barnett, Cheri Bleyer, Liz Floyd, Wayne Higgins, Bruce Leipold, Nan Miller,  
Dede Newport, Melissa Wales, Sara Watson 

Covid Christmas Trio:  Liz Floyd, Wayne Higgins, Nan Miller 

Brass Ensemble:  Jari Villanueva, 1st Trumpet; Dr. Dennis Edelbrock, 2nd Trumpet; Brian Binder, 3rd Trumpet; 
Brice Bach, 4th Trumpet; Aaron Eckert, 1st Trombone; Stephen Cannistraci, 2nd Trombone; Chris Troiano,  
3rd Trombone; Dr. David Lopez, Tuba 

Instrumentalists:  Michael Barranco, Percussion; Evelyn Mogren, Trombone; Paul Lindenmann, Trumpet;  
Katie Lindenmann, Clarinet; Christine Lindemann, Guitar; Matt May, Organ/Piano 

Holiday Office Hours:  The church office and building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.  
The Church Staff will be taking a holiday for Christmas on Christmas Day, Friday, December 25, 2020 and Monday & 
Tuesday, December 28 & 29, 2020. The Church Staff will be working from home on Wednesday, December 30, 
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. & Thursday, December 31, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. The Church Staff will be taking a holiday on 
New Year’s Day, Friday, January 1, 2021. Merry Christmas to All! 

Come All to Livestream Worship on Sunday, December 27, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. via Facebook or YouTube.  
Gathering Time begins at 10:15 a.m. – 15 minutes of music, welcome and sharing as we gather in for livestream worship. 

Are you looking for a church home? First Presbyterian Church is a community of people who are enthusiastic about 
walking the way of Jesus Christ together. You can speak with any of the Pastors, Elders, Deacons or any member of First 
Presbyterian Church about what it means to be part of this company of Jesus’ friends. You can visit our website to find 
out more about our mission and ministry, www.firstpreshc.org. And Pastor Morton and Pastor Sue would also be pleased 
to speak with you, just send them an email.  

Regular Sunday Morning Worship schedule in 2021. 
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time | 10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream on Facebook and YouTube 

Church School - The Education Hour - ages 2 through Adult resumes on Sunday, January 10, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom 
Visit our website to see what is happening: www.firstpreshc.org 

 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, Maryland 21045 | 410.730.3545 

Ministers: All the members of the church 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 

Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 

Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 

Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 

Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  

Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
The Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalcyzk 410-433-8861 x115 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

