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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Second Sunday of Advent 
Communion 
December 6, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Waiting for the savior is humbling. It forces us to admit that the world does not operate on our schedule. 
  Lillian Daniel 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599 JS Bach 

  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Thomas Keesecker 

  Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming arr. Thomas Keesecker 

  The Quiet Center Thomas Keesecker 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

[We take moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:] 

Jesus says:  I am coming soon. 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus! 
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 Prelude On Jordan’s Bank arr. Charles Callahan 

  Silent Night, Holy Night arr. Christopher Uehlein 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

God of Peace, as we gather for worship 
there are a million things on our minds. 
We are a swirling compilation of grocery lists, 
text messages, e-mails, and over-referenced to-do lists. 
As we gather for worship, open our ears and move our hearts 
so that we hear your voice above the clatter and clamor, 
find you at the center of our being, 
and see what you see, and dream what you dream. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 87 Comfort, Comfort Now My People Genevan 42 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy God, 
we wish that peace was something we could buy. 
We wish that peace could be ordered in a subscription service, 
found on a map, downloaded in an app, or voted for in a ballot. 
We wish that peace was easy –  
a singular choice we could make 
only when we are feeling our best. 
So we confess that we need your holy help in this Advent season. 
We do not practice peace; 
we do not seek peace consistently and over time. 
O God, forgive us. Give us your guiding hand. 
Prepare the way for greater peace, 
and teach us how to be a part of it. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response 88, verse 6 (singing together) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Peace 88, verse 2 (singing together) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

(See previous page for music) 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 
who orderest all things mightily: 

to us the path of knowledge show; 
and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 Words of Welcome 

ENCOUNTER 

 Lighting the Advent Candles 

 [We listen and watch as the candles are lighted  
and we conclude with our response:] 

We light this candle because we refuse to let go of peace. 
We will wake from sleep but hold fast to our dreams. 
Let there be peace! 
Let there be light! 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Isaiah 40:1-11 

1   Comfort, O comfort my people, 
          says your God. 
2   Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
          and cry to her 
     that she has served her term, 
          that her penalty is paid, 
     that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
          double for all her sins. 

3   A voice cries out: 
     “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
          make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4   Every valley shall be lifted up, 
          and every mountain and hill be made low; 
     the uneven ground shall become level, 
          and the rough places a plain. … 
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5   Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
          and all people shall see it together, 
          for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6   A voice says, “Cry out!” 
          And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
     All people are grass, 
          their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7   The grass withers, the flower fades, 
          when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
          surely the people are grass. 

8   The grass withers, the flower fades; 
          but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9   Get you up to a high mountain, 
          O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
     lift up your voice with strength, 
          O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
          lift it up, do not fear; 
     say to the cities of Judah, 
          “Here is your God!” 
10  See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
          and his arm rules for him; 
     his reward is with him, 
          and his recompense before him. 
11  He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
          he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
     and carry them in his bosom, 
          and gently lead the mother sheep. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 



8 

 

 Second Lesson:  Mark 1:1-8 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
     “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
          who will prepare your way; 
3   the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
          ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
          make his paths straight,’” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Those Who Dream Build Peace Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* A Declaration for Advent  

Among the poor, among the proud, 
Among the persecuted, among the privileged,  
Christ is coming! 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

In the private house, in the market place, 
In the wedding feast, in the judgment hall, 
Christ is coming! 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

With a gentle touch, with an angry word, 
With a clear conscience, with burning love, 
Christ is coming! 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

That peace may come, that hope may shine, 
That the powerful might stumble,  
that the humble might be raised, 
Christ is coming! 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

Within us, without us, among us, before us, 
In this place, in every place, for this time, for all time, 
Christ is coming! 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 The Offering 

 Offertory What Child is This arr. Janet Linker 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

 Invitation to the Table 

  Communion Hymn 102 Savior of the Nations, Come Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland 

 (see next page for hymn) 
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 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 God is here. 
 Emmanuel, God-with-us, is ready to be born. 

 People of God, open your hearts. 
 We open them to the One who comes to us. 

 Let us give thanks to the God of hope. 
 It is good and right to join our voices in praise. 

 [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers,  
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:] 

 God in heaven, your name is to be honored. 
May your new community of hope be realized  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from wrongdoing  
as we also release those who wrong us. 
Do not test us beyond our enduring; 
save us from all that is evil. 
For you embrace justice, love and peace, 
now and to the end of time. Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

We share the bread and the cup around the table 
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary. 

 Music at Communion 

  Prayer after Communion 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 106 Prepare the Way, O Zion Bereden Väg För Herran 
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* Closing Responses 

The good news of Advent is this: 
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming! 

Even as we wait, watch, and wonder, 
God is with us. Thanks be to God! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude   

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Advent Candles, the Prayer for Sunday Morning, and the Prayer 
of Confession are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah Are, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art. 
https://sanctifiedart.org 

The Declaration for Advent is from the work of the Iona Community Wild Goose Resource Group. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

