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I wonder if we will know when restoration comes. 
Will it feel big and dramatic like a summer rain? 
Joyful and overwhelming, like an end-of-war parade? 
Maybe. 

Or will it be small?
Will it be pocket-sized moments, like wishing on stars,
The sun through the curtains, or lightning bugs in the yard? 
Maybe. 

I don’t know how God will restore this world, 
Just like I don’t know how to make the summer rain. 

But I do know how to say I’m sorry. 
And I do know how to love with all of me. 
And I know how to say, “This cup is for you,”
And I know how to taste grace in grape juice. 

So on the off-chance that restoration will be small, 
Pocket-sized moments of love for all,
I will bake bread and save a seat for you. 
I will say I’m sorry and say I love you too. 
I will plant gardens and look for fireflies. 
I will say prayers on shooting stars at night. 

And when the sun shines through my curtain windows, 
Remind me to open them wide. 
I would hate to miss God’s parade, 
These holy ordinary days. 

Poem by Sarah Are

restore  |  Pocket-Sized Moments journaling prompts  |  Restoring
Record your responses to the following prompts in your personal 
journal, or on additional sheets of paper.

•   Write a list of the words you would use to honestly describe your 
current money story.

•   Thinking about what in your story needs restoration, write a list of 
the words you want to use to describe your money story. Where is 
there overlap in your two lists? Where is there disconnect?

•   Now list the concrete actions you and your faith community 
might take to bring about a new economy—to bring forth God’s 
economy. Start small, for you need small wins. Share your ideas 
with a conversation partner.

Restore (verb): To give back, return.6

Let us engage in the act of restoration by giving back that which 
is not ours but is God’s—by returning to God’s vision for our world.

6   Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, s.v. “restore,” accessed April 28, 2020,                               
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/practice.



Safety Net  |  Hannah Garrity
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read  |  John 21:1-19

from the artist  |  Hannah Garrity
How does this miracle text relate to our present fear?                
Right now, in the midst of COVID-19, people are dying, people 
are losing their livelihoods, people are isolated, people are 
going to run out of food, people are going to run out of money, 
people are going to lose their family members, people will 
lose their homes. This moment in our story delivers scarcity 
in ways that we have not seen in living memory. Our whole 
precious global society could unravel. 

Can we be the safety net?

Three weeks into stay-at-home orders, our local food banks are 
being tapped more heavily than normal. Economic stimulus 
checks are arriving in American bank accounts. Factories are 
retooling to build medical equipment. The public is following 
the stay-at-home measures. Legislative consensus should 
ensure that unemployment will be enough for many to survive 
on. All of these miraculous actions are funded by each of us.

In the artwork, patterned fish represent the miracle that Jesus 
performed that morning so many years ago. This miracle 
convinced the disciples that they must tell the story of Jesus 
and act out the love Jesus modeled. This miracle continues 
to inspire us to contribute and act as God’s disciples in this 
critical time for humanity.

We are the safety net.

As I worked with this text, I contemplated that money has 
a lot to do with saving lives. Therefore, the background of 
this piece is woven with a guilloché pattern, reminiscent 
of currency. It portrays the flow of financial resources from 
government support, to charities, to crowdfunding, to church 
missions that are the fabric of the net that will catch us all. 

Jesus inspires us in this text—and in this moment—to weave 
God’s safety net.
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prompts for visual meditation
Center yourself by taking a deep breath and relaxing 
your body as best you can. Spend a few moments in quiet, 
following the prompts below for a time of visual meditation.

Flip back to the previous page and rest your eyes on the 
art. Simply read the image, observing the colors, shapes, 
composition and textures.

Then, take a deeper look. What parts of the image are your 
eyes immediately drawn to? What parts of the image did 
you quickly brush by or overlook?

Lastly, use your imagination. If you could put yourself in 
the image, where would you be and why? How would you 
interact with what surrounds you?

prompts for reflecti0n  |  John 21:1-19

•   In the chaos and fear incited by Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples 
return to what they know—fishing by the sea. But in their despair, 
they catch nothing. When Jesus calls to them from shore, he 
invites them to cast their nets on the other side of the boat.      
This simple change fills their nets with more fish than they could 
possibly eat. Perhaps this simple change was symbolic, too.  
Jesus was inviting them to turn away— from their past narratives, 
their fear, their despair—and turn to the promises of resurrection. 
In your own story, where is God inviting you to turn?

•   Simon Peter denied Christ three times before his death.          
And here, after Jesus’ resurrection, he is restored three times by 
affirming his love for Jesus (John 21:15-17). In your own life, when 
has love restored what has been broken by fear and betrayal?

•   Once Simon Peter is restored by love, Jesus invites him to feed 
his sheep. The feast is not for Peter or the disciples alone. It 
must be shared. What tangible ways do you follow in Peter’s 
footsteps to feed God’s sheep and share the feast?



Return  |  Lisle Gwynn Garrity
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read  |  Genesis 33:1-17

from the artist  |  Lisle Gwynn Garrity

Jacob and Esau shared a womb but soon grew to be enemies.              
Torn apart first by Jacob’s hunger for status (he buys Esau’s 
birthright) and then by Jacob’s deceit (he steals Esau’s inheritance), 
their relationship is deeply fractured by money.

They become estranged—living in different lands with different 
families, cultures, and customs. Jacob steers clear of Esau, fearing 
Esau will kill him, until the time comes to leave his father-in-law, 
Laban, and return home to Canaan. But to do this, Jacob must pass 
through Esau’s territory in Mount Seir. He must come face-to-face 
with the brother he has wronged.

In this image, I’ve imagined the moment they meet—Esau winged 
with an army of men, and Jacob bowing, offering up half of his 
wealth and household. Esau’s men hover behind him, ready for the 
signal to charge. Instead, they watch Esau run to Jacob, embracing 
him with tears and warmth. Somehow, over the years, Esau’s rage 
has softened. He has found a way to make peace with the past. Esau 
looks beyond Jacob at his children and maids—at what Jacob offers 
to him as reparation for what he stole. “I have enough, my brother,” 
Esau replies. Esau has learned what Jacob struggled to know from 
the start—that constant striving for more leads only to suffering.

In this encounter, Jacob finally bows before Esau, owning up to 
his wrongs and giving up his power. And yet, after this stunning 
moment of reconnection and forgiveness, Jacob journeys away from 
Esau to Succoth. They cannot continue side-by-side. Perhaps there 
are too many wounds, too much harm done.

Forgiveness does not cancel out pain. Restoration does not erase 
wounds. Restoration invites us to return what we have wrongfully 
taken from others, to return to God’s hopes for us. In restoration,   
we return to enough.
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prompts for visual meditation
Center yourself by taking a deep breath and relaxing 
your body as best you can. Spend a few moments in quiet, 
following the prompts below for a time of visual meditation.

Flip back to the previous page and rest your eyes on the 
art. Simply read the image, observing the colors, shapes, 
composition and textures.

Then, take a deeper look. What parts of the image are your 
eyes immediately drawn to? What parts of the image did 
you quickly brush by or overlook?

Lastly, use your imagination. If you could put yourself in 
the image, where would you be and why? How would you 
interact with what surrounds you?

prompts for reflecti0n  |  Genesis 33:1-17

•   Though Jacob and Esau were twin brothers, they lived as 
enemies. Jacob scarred their relationship by deceiving their 
father and stealing Esau’s inheritance. In your money story, 
are there relationships where you have felt a bit like Esau—
deceived, cheated, or wronged? Are there relationships where 
you have felt a bit like Jacob—the one who has caused harm?

•    When Esau sees Jacob bow before him, he is moved to tears.                         
What do you imagine led Esau to this moment of reconciliation? 
What is required for true reconciliation to occur?

•   How do practices of stewardship invite us into restoration and 
right relationship with one another?

pray  God, your love restores souls. In my life and community, I ask 
that you restore _____________________. Fill my story with healing, 
grace, and renewed life. Thank you for breathing in us new ways of being.


