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Our One Story 
It’s October. The month begins with World Communion & Peacemaking Sunday 

and ends with Reformation Day. And during October we also begin our Annual 

Response Program (ARP) – our focus on raising commitments from the members 

and friends of First Presbyterian Church to fund the mission and ministry of our 

congregation in 2021. Salaries. Utilities. Resources and materials. Mission. 

This year will look and feel different from our usual ARP season – because 

everything looks and feels different in this year of Covid-19. You won’t receive a 

print program packet, or a hard paper Estimate of Giving card. You will receive 

materials throughout the ARP season via email, and you will be invited to return 

your E-Estimate of Giving Card to the financial secretaries via email as well.  

Money has certainly been on the minds of many households during the pandemic 

months. We’ve had to re-evaluate how we spend it, how we use it, how to do the 

most good with it. The church is no exception. 

This year’s theme is intentionally direct.  

It invites us to name out loud exactly what 

we’re talking about:  Our Money Story. With 

some help from the creative liturgical artists  

A Sanctified Art, we’re going to take time this 

season to reframe how we talk about money. 

Because, let’s admit it – talking about money 

can be awkward and stressful, and we try to 

avoid it. But the artists invite us to reframe 

this. They write:  Money and possessions are 

one of the most common topics in scripture, 

and Jesus talked about money more than faith 

and prayer. They continue:  Thinking about 

God’s money story should be liberating, inviting 

and transformative.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Saturday, October 31, 2020  

See page 15 for details! 
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Financial Report Summary as of August 31, 2020   

   
Actual to Date  Expected to Date  

More (less) than 

Expected 

Contributions Received  $462,909   $489,132   ($26,223) 

  Total Income  $504,531   $544,799   ($40,268) 

  Total Expenses  $496,113   $544,799   ($48,686) 

Surplus (Deficit) to Date $8,418   ($0)   $8,418  

        

2020-2021 Stated Session Meetings 
Unless otherwise noted, meetings are on the fourth Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom until further notice.  

Optional chat-and-gather time  at 6:30 p.m. 

2020:  October 27 (5th Tuesday), November 17 (3rd Tuesday), 

2021:  January 26, February 23, Thursday, March 18 (Thursday), April 27, May 25, June 22, August 24 

Per Capita 

Apportionment 
Total Number of Contributions 
Received as of September 17, 2020 

Total Number = 90 

Amount = $5,151.00 

Per Capita for 2020 is $36.00 Have 
you paid yours yet?  

Thank you if you did! 

Each week in worship, Morton and I will invite you to reflect on a theme of the week, as we remember, 

release, reimagine and restore the way we think about money. And every week you’ll receive some journal 

pages in your email to prompt you to remember, release, reimagine and restore your story. There will be 

some opportunities for you to join with others to share your thoughts.  Together, we want to write the one 

story that God is yearning for us to realize.  

I hope this works! I hope that, even as a scattered church, we realize something deeper and clearer about our 

money, and all of our resources. But more than that, I hope this year’s Annual Response Program is actually 

fun – and that together Our Money Story becomes Our One Story. 

Because – God has work for us to do! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Sue and Pastor Morton  

(Continued from page 1) 

Our One Story—Annual Response Program (continued)  



 

 

October 4 
World Communion & Peacemaking Sunday 

Communion 
Peace & Global Witness Offering 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9 & Philippians 4:4-9 
What Do We Need? 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

October 11 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Annual Response Season Kick-off 
Exodus 16:1-18 & Luke 22:1-23 

Remember 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

October 18 
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Deuteronomy 15:1-11 & Matthew 19:16-22 

Release 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

October 25 
Reformation Sunday 

Leviticus 19:9-10, 25:8-12 & Mark 12:38-44 
Reimagine 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

Worship, Art & Music (WAM) 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE—One Livestream Service 
Worship will be livestreamed beginning at 10:30 a.m.  

Gathering Time will begin at approximately 10:15 a.m. 

Go to the church’s website:  www.firstpreshc.org 
for the links on Facebook and YouTube and the worship bulletin 

The Church Office and Building is currently closed due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE:  Thursday, October 15, 2020 by 9:00 a.m. 

email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

October 2020 Sunday Morning Worship 
Worship Time — 10:30 a.m. One Online Service 

2020 Peace & Global Witness Offering—October 4, 2020 
On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all creation.  
We celebrate that we are all together at the communion table, in God’s house. We celebrate that we are 
offered what we need to continue the work of building the household of God, with active peacemakers 
here at home and around the world. Extending the peace of Christ is part of an active, engaged faith —  
a witness to what it means for us to be the Church, together. Through participation in the Peace & Global 
Witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s peace throughout our community and our world. We 
begin at the communion table, with our siblings in every time and place, and we celebrate the peace we 
find there and commit to building a more just and peaceful world. We celebrate the truth found in 2nd 
Thessalonians, “May the God of peace give you peace at all times in all ways.” 

Please give generously on Sunday, October 4, 2020 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/worship
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A Word about Sharing Communion at Home 
In order to do this, you will need to have a few things in your home:  wine 

or grape juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind – a slice of sandwich 

bread, a roll, tortilla, naan – it can be gluten free or with gluten. You will 

want a napkin or a plate for the bread, and something to hold the wine or 

juice – a wine glass, a juice glass, even a coffee mug would be fine. Please 

use bread and wine/juice. 

 Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the room 

where you worship, so your worship is around the table – just like it is 

when we gather in the Sanctuary. 

 When it is time to break the bread, choose someone to lift the bread 

with Pastor Morton and break it, and then lift the cup with Pastor Sue. 

When we share the bread, you can pass it and tear a small piece of the 

common loaf/slice. When we share the wine/juice you can share by 

common cup (everyone takes a sip from the same cup) or by intinction 

(dipping the bread into the wine or juice.) When all have shared, place 

everything back on the table for the rest of the service. 

Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us. 

Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month.  

Next Communion Sunday is October 4. 

We have new paraments, a quilt for the wall and a parament for the pulpit, for the stewardship season, 

from World Communion Sunday until the beginning of Advent. We are technically still in ordinary time, but 

we have banners that reflect and celebrate stewardship and are definitely not green. The banners, one of 

which has a cornucopia and the other which has circles to represent coins or gifts, were designed by Sarah 

and made by church members a number of years ago. The colors in the wall hanging and pulpit parament 

echo the rich golds, browns, and reds and the black outlines in our banners. Both the quilt and the 

parament were made by Catherine , with consultation from Sarah .  

The pattern used in the wall hanging is “Cross and Crown”, a symbol used throughout Christianity. When 

we see the intertwined cross and crown, we remember that Jesus’ death is not an empty death, because 

God raises Jesus, affirming and recognizing the way human life ought to be lived. From the Brief Statement 

of Faith:  “Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depth of 

human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his 

sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.” The crown is a 

recognition, not a reward.  

New Stewardship Wall Hangings! 



 

 

Music Notes 
Greetings! 

This fall will be a first for the music ministry as we navigate 

music during this time of pandemic and social distancing 

whilst providing prayerful music for worship, the 

surrounding community, each other, and ourselves. To 

ensure the safety of our musicians, we will continue with the 

virtual ensembles and small live quartets or singers and 

musicians at worship as you’ve experienced during 

livestream worship. We will continue to practice social 

distancing and mask wearing with rehearsals kept to a minimum in a large and well ventilated area. 

Musicians will also participate as appropriate in smaller virtual ensembles, similar to the larger virtual 

choir. Finally, I will be creating a virtual choir for hymns that will be open to the entire congregation so 

we, as a congregation, can sing together as one voice as we will when it is once again safe to meet in 

person. Please stay tuned for more information about this exciting opportunity! 

Additionally, if you would like to participate in music ministry, virtually or in person at worship, I invite 

you to reach out to me via email mmay@firstpreshc.org, so we can discuss how you can participate. 

As always, it is an honor and privilege to serve as Director of Music Ministries at First Presbyterian and to 

work with each of our musicians, pastors, staff, and other members of the congregation. 

Stay safe and well! 

Best wishes, 

Matt 

Worship, Art & Music (WAM) (continued) 
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Facebook Live: Music with Matt is taking a break after September.  
Please stay tuned, however, for the next Tiny Desk Concert in the coming weeks. 

Outdoor Music Rehearsals 
Choir and Bell rehearsals will be resuming in October outdoors on the 

lawn, socially distant, with masks. Please watch First Day and listen 

during Sunday announcements after worship for a specific date and 

time for our first rehearsal. Returning choir and bell members, please 

visit Chorus Connection for more detailed information. For those who 

have always wanted to give choir a try, now is the time to try it out! 

Email Matt, music@firstpreshc.org for more information. 

mailto:mmay@firstpreshc.org
mailto:music@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Open Flower Dates 
Two flower arrangements in the sanctuary look really pretty! 

We have some Sundays available for you to donate flowers:  

○ November 1, 8, 15, and 22 we need one person each Sunday 

○ November 29 we need two people  

If you are interested please send an email to Church Administrator 

Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org to reserve one.  

The cost is $35 and you can send a dedication to be printed in First 

Day. If you want to pick your arrangement up they will be placed 

outside the kitchen door after the worship service. Just let Caroline 

know.  

Thank you to everyone who have donated flowers! 

Help decorate the sanctuary with God’s beautiful flowers! 

All Saints Sunday is November 1, 2020 

In our morning worship service we will celebrate all the people—saints—

of God who walked the way of faith with courage, devotion and love.  

We will remember the members of our household of faith who entered 

the church triumphant since last All Saints Sunday.  

We would also like to remember other family members, friends, mentors 

and leaders who died in the past year (November 2019-October 2020).  

If you have a family member or friend whose name you would like to 

include in this great day of memory, hope and celebration, please send 

your information to Caroline Smith, Church Administrator, 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Friday, October 23.  

Tid ings  Page 6  October 2020  

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Page 7  Tid ings  October 2020  

Christian Education 

Update for Stock Holders 
Dear Stock Holders, 

It was a year ago when you opened your hearts to generously purchase stock in the youth program at  

First Presbyterian Church. The youth of the church are very grateful for your support! Last year’s stock 

sales were partially meant to subsidize the cost of this year’s summer trips, making them affordable for all 

youth to attend. Unfortunately this year both of the summer youth trips were cancelled due to the 

pandemic. The good news is that we are saving your donations to hopefully use for trips in the summer of 

2021. Thanks again for your continued support of and prayers for the youth of our church. 

Virginia Callegary 

Director of Christian Education 

Thank you! 
Thank you so much for the shower of cards for my 

10th anniversary! Every card put a smile on my face 

and I really appreciate the show of love and support. 

I feel very grateful for the opportunity to work with 

each of you in such a caring community. I look 

forward to continuing to serve God with you in the 

coming years.  

Thanks again, 

Virginia Callegary 

Sunday School for Children and Youth  
Sunday School for children and youth age two through 12th grade is on Zoom 

for now. 

Children age two through 5th grade meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Classes for mid- and senior high students take place on Sundays at 11:30 a.m.   

Email DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, if you would like the 

link to join any of those classes. 

mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Free Story Bibles for Families 
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So much of faith formation is happening in the home these 

days. The Christian Education Ministry Team would like to 

equip families with the proper tools to engage in faith 

formation at home. This is why we would like all church 

families with children to have a copy of “Growing in God’s 

Love: A Story Bible”. This is the same story bible that we have 

in the pews at church. Children’s Sunday School is also using a 

curriculum based on this story bible.  

Stop by the church on  

Sunday, October 4 from 12:00-2:00 p.m.  

to pick up your copy of the story bible.  

If you are unable to get to the church at that time email DCE 

Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, to arrange a 

pickup time. 

Youth Grand Prix 
Start your engines!  

Sunday, October 11 at 3:00 p.m. all youth are invited to 

gather for a socially distanced in-person remote control 

car Grand Prix race! We’ll work together to set up a 

course in the parking lot and then race our cars through it. 

The church will provide a few cars but feel free to bring 

your own.  

Please wear a mask. 

Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary 

vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
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Big Read Continues 
We will continue reading Sacred Sense:  Discovering the Wonder of God’s Word and World,  

by William P. Brown (Eerdmans, 1985) [available from Amazon in paperback and Kindle] 

All are welcome! Jump into the conversation. 

Zoom discussion group every week:   

 Wednesday mornings, 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  - OR-  Wednesday evenings, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Send an email, and indicate morning group or evening group, to Pastor Sue for the Zoom link: 

sharris@firstpreshc.org. 

Reading Schedule for October: 

October 7 Chapter 9:  Erotic Wonder Song of Songs 

October 14 Chapter 10:  Prophetic Wonder  Isaiah 43:15-21/Amos 5:21-24 

October 21 Chapter 11:  Incarnational Wonder  John 1:1-18 

October 28 Chapter 12:  Christ & Cosmic Wonder  Colossians 1:15-20 

November 4 Chapter 13:  Terrifying Wonder  Mark 16: 1-8 

Biblical scholar Bill Brown takes a journey from Genesis to Revelation, and makes what he calls  

“a stumbling attempt to identify what I find most central, most evocative, most wondrous.” 

We’ll meet up on Zoom week by week for an hour to talk about one chapter of the book. If you didn’t 

participate during the summer you can start now—with a new chapter every week! 

Bill Brown is an Old Testament scholar. I met him when we were in a Lilly Endowment study group 

together. He teaches at Columbia Seminary in Georgia. He led the Bible Study at last year’s Big Tent 

gathering in Baltimore, and has been a keynote speaker for Presbyterians for Earth Care. 

See you on Zoom on Wednesdays! 

Pastor Sue 

Adult Education 

Bible in Depth Adult Sunday School is BACK! 
After a Covid-related hiatus Bible in Depth is coming back to Sunday mornings. Join us on Zoom every 

Sunday at 9:30 am. We will work our way through the prophets of the Old Testament, beginning with 

Hosea, together in an informal and interactive format. In order to receive the Zoom link for this ongoing 

class you must REGISTER by clicking the button below. Once you register an email will be sent to you with a 

link to join the meeting. Click on the words that say “Click here to join” and you will be taken to the Zoom 

meeting. Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org). 

 

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcuyqqz8sGNKdU2-lYAJOmrRNzQzScT9x
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Conversations on Race 2020/21 
We’ve had quite an exciting year, to say the least. Between the global pandemic and nationwide unrest 

following the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis, many concerns weigh heavily on our hearts and 

minds.  

The Conversations on Race group has been meeting for several years now to discuss a wide variety of race 

related topics. We will continue our regular meetings this year, remotely at the beginning of the year, and 

in person when we are able to.  

Therefore, please join us from October 4 - November 22 at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom for a discussion of Ibram X. 

Kendi’s award winning book Stamped From the Beginning. “Stamped” is described as a “history of how 

racist ideas were created, spread, and deeply rooted in American society.” Click here to register for this 

discussion class.  Once you register an email will be sent to you with a link to join the meeting.  Click on 

the words that say “Click here to join” and you will be taken to the Zoom meeting. 

Our monthly Conversations on Race will commence on October 11 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom, and continue 

on the second Sunday of each month until May 2021. Click here to register for Conversations on Race. 

All are welcome to all our conversations. Our willingness to listen to each other will help us meet our 

church wide goal of “racial justice and equality, as one way to begin the task of dismantling systemic 

racism within our church and our community.” 

In Christ, 

Paula & Erin  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvc-qsqT0uE9MuEAJgVX6ogWmpP7HyM7y3
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvceygqzoqGdT6Em1gIu4QymYM2WLeugXK
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Presby Fellowship/Pub 

This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues to offer fellowship for 

First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome! With the pandemic, it has become a virtual 

gathering by Zoom, every other Thursday from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The next one will be Thursday, 

October 15.  

To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Next VIRTUAL Presby Fellowship/Pubs: 

        Oct 1, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. 

        Oct 15, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. - will end with Bingo! 

        Oct 29, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. 

        Nov 12, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. - will end with Bingo! 

        Nov 26, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. 

        Dec 10, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. - will end with Bingo! 

"Invite newcomers/friends and those we are missing". -- Doris Lockyer  

Circles of Care 
In these days of missing each other’s presence we are happy to invite you to join a small group to connect 

with one another.  Let’s not wait until the virus is behind us to stay in touch.  We need to care for others 

and know that others care for us.  Each group will have a leader and information about topics of interest 

for discussion and opportunities for socializing will be coming soon. Please fill out this Circles of Care form 

to indicate your interest in being part of this new and exciting initiative at First Presbyterian Church of 

Howard County. Questions? Email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.  

Fellowship Opportunities via Zoom 
During the coronavirus pandemic not only has worship continued through 

livestream but Session, Deacons and Ministry Area meetings have continued via 

Zoom. Our connection is so great and needed that various fellowship activities 

have met via Zoom. See below for activities you may want to participate in to see 

church members and friends you have missed being with! Gather on Zoom! 

mailto:fpcadmin@firspreshc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4OAniEUBIp5MWscKgfJyaVmAOy73s0vKr-DoDEaX7xOTUQA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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Mission News — Cold Weather Shelter 2021 

The Cold Weather Shelter will be very different in the upcoming season! Guests will be housed at a 

residence hotel in Columbia from late November to late March. Congregations are being asked only to 

supply 3 meals a day for 24 guests, donate $5 a week per person for laundry and to provide 2 evening hosts 

each day to be at the hotel from 5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. to back up the Grassroots staff person. Guests will 

be staying in their rooms during the evening and night except to do laundry or take a smoke break. Mask 

wearing and social distancing will be enforced. The season was shortened by a week to 17 weeks, so our 

church will only be responsible for 1 week, February 8 through February 14, 2021. The Mission Committee 

decided that, in lieu of trying to arrange daily meals, we would arrange for a caterer who has worked with 

Feed Howard County to supply all the meals. They can do this for $15 a day—for all 3 meals! Hot dinner and 

bag breakfast and lunch!   

So thank you so, so much to everyone who has worked so diligently on the CWS in the past. I will be seeking 

volunteers and donations later in the year.  

Margot 

More Fellowship Opportunities 

HALLOWEEN BINGO 
Sunday, October 11, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 

Watch out for spiders and ghostly eyes 
Listen for your lucky numbers and win a prize 

Come play BINGO in your Halloween costumes  

and enjoy an afternoon of fun and fellowship on the front lawn of the church. 

Bring your own chairs or blanket to sit on and a clipboard or something firm for filling in your BINGO cards. 

There will be prizes as usual and of course some Halloween candy! 
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Mission News 

Guatemala Scholarship Fund Drive Continues Through October 18 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, our summer mission trip to Guatemala had to be cancelled. Scholarship 

Fund Coordinator Judy was unable to gather stories about our scholarship students like she has shared with 

you in past years. So during this year’s campaign, she will be reprising stories from the past. This is from 

2014, when she made her first trip to Guatemala. Since then, our support has grown from the 68 

scholarships we offered that year to 82. 

“Our goal of 68 scholarships to match last year’s number is a big one, but when you meet the students--and 

the younger children who hope to follow in their footsteps--you realize how important it is. I travelled to 

Guatemala in July and met the middle and high school students who have had scholarships this year. They 

are incredibly grateful to us for giving them something we in the United States take for granted—the 

opportunity to graduate from high school. Without our help they would be working in the fields from an 

early age as their parents have. And what a pleasure to meet the proud parents who so badly want a better 

future for their children! As always there was a formal gathering of students, parents and members of the 

churches. As we marched in with the American flag with three of the 68 students who had been given the 

honor of carrying the Guatemalan flag, I was thinking about how each of us is bringing the blessings God has 

given us to this partnership. We have the material blessings and they have young people with skills waiting 

to be developed and a desire to build a better future not just for themselves, but for their families, 

communities, churches, and their country.” 

The cost of a full scholarship is $460, but contributions of any size are welcome. Pay on the church website 

www.firstpreshc.org through the church PayPal account or mail a check to First Presbyterian Church of 

Howard County, 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045. Don’t forget to indicate “Guatemala 

Scholarships” in the note section. For deferred or installment payments, contributions in memory or in 

honor of someone, or questions, please email guatemalascholarships@firstpreshc.org. 

Judy  

Graduation 

http://www.firstpreshc.org
mailto:guatemalascholarships@firstpreshc.org
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11th Annual 5K Family Run for Coffee and 2-mile Walk: 

COVID-19 will not stop us from having some outdoor fun! 

Saturday, October 31, 2020  

GOOD NEWS!!! There will be an 11th Annual Run for Coffee! This time, to 

minimize the risk of coronavirus exposure, runners are invited to do a 5K run 

on their own. (If you need route suggestions, we will make some available on 

the Church website.) Those who choose to walk may do so on their own or 

walk a 2-mile marked course on the church property on Saturday,  

October 31st, between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m. If you have walked or run on your 

own, come by the church during the event to turn in your donations, pick up 

your special edition tee shirt, and enjoy some fellowship. 

All attendees are required to wear masks and observe physical distancing 

during the event, which will be held on the front lawn at the church. Refreshments will be available. Because 

it’s Halloween, there will be hot chocolate and Halloween treats, and both kids and adults are welcome to 

come in costume. Make the Run for Coffee part of your Halloween 2020 celebration! A brief vespers service 

will be held on the church lawn from 3:50 to 4:00 p.m. to close the event.  

There are lots of ways to get in on the fun:  

• Are you a runner or walker? Then lace up your shoes and sign up to do a 5K run or a 2-mile walk!   

○ Register by visiting the web site at http://www.firstpreshc.org/familyrunforcoffee/   

○ Tell your friends! This event is open to church members and non-members alike.   

○ All runners and walkers who collect at least $50 in pledges, or anyone who makes the same 

minimum donation, will receive a tee shirt that they can pick up at the event on the 31st.   

○ We encourage you to seek donations, both to raise funds above and beyond the $50 minimum 

donation, and to raise awareness about the Boca Costa Partnership. 

• Not into running or walking?  

○ Consider sponsoring a runner or walker.  

○ Or volunteer to help out on October 31st.   

○ To learn more about either of these options, visit the web site at 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/familyrunforcoffee/   

• Do you own a business, or have an employer who would make a good corporate sponsor for the event?  

○ We need cash donations from business sponsors, and we would also welcome in-kind donations 

of food or prizes for the in-person event.  

○ Sponsors will be recognized on our tee shirts, and on signs and hand-outs for the in-person event.  

○ For more information about business donation and sponsorship opportunities, please email 

letsrunforcoffee@firstpreshc.org 

Please visit the church website to learn more about the microgrants funded by this project and the people 

who benefit from them.  
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http://www.firstpreshc.org/familyrunforcoffee/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/familyrunforcoffee/
mailto:letsrunforcoffee@firstpreshc.org
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JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!! - October - Items Needed 
As part of the Deacon’s continuing campaign against hunger in Howard 

County, we are asking for specific items for our on-going initiative called Just 

One Can. Recommended items:  Canned & Dried Fruit, Tuna,  

Hot & Cold Cereal, 100% Fruit Juice Boxes, Soup, Baby Food, Pasta, Canned 

Beans (pinto, kidney, black), Pasta Sauce, Coffee & Tea, Canned Vegetables 

(low sodium), Peanut Butter.  

Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” storage bin by the back 

entrance (near the mail box). And please don’t forget your regular JOC food 

donations, as hunger is an on-going concern for too many of our neighbors especially this year. Thank you on 

behalf of the Deacons. 

News from the Deacons 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Saturday, October 24—Saturday, November 7 
The Deacons are asking for your help to provide 20 Thanksgiving food baskets to client families of Bridges 

to Housing Stability and 5 baskets to church community families. Our church will also provide Giant food 

cards for 25 families from the Foreign-born information and Referral Network ( FIRN).  

The food cards are usually purchased with contributions from the quilters’ organizations that use the 

church facilities. Because of the coronavirus pandemic this year, the quilt guilds are unable to have their 

silent auctions and have been asked to make cash contributions.  

The Deacons are asking the congregation for non-perishable food items 

such as:  canned vegetables, pie fillings, cranberry sauce, coffee, sugar, 

flour, boxes of stuffing, rice, boxes of instant mashed potatoes, pasta, 

gravy packets, pie crust, cans of fruit juice, and cooking oil. A complete 

list of suggested foods will be in First Day on Sunday, October 18.  

We will do a drive by food collection in the church parking lot  

on the following Saturdays: October 24, 31, and November 7  

from 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. See you there! 

If you are unable to contribute food, cash donations are gladly accepted. 

Your support for this annual project is greatly appreciated. 

Can’t make it out to purchase food or drop off food, here’s another way to contribute to the Howard 
County Food Bank... 

Community Action Council reports the Howard County Food Bank is open and helping people, but because 

of the increased demand, they are requesting online monetary donations. 

Click here to donate to Howard County Food Bank 

https://www.cac-hc.org/get-involved/donate-2-2/
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The Green Page 

Earth Forum of Howard County—2020-2021 
On hiatus this fall to plan and re-tool. 

Third Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

2021:  January 17, March 21  

Mark your calendars and join us for the Earth Forum! 

Natural Defenses 

Around the world, the effects of climate change are expected to worsen in the coming decades. Natural 
defenses are among the most readily available means for adapting to a changing climate.  
Natural defenses:  The term “natural defenses” refers to natural ecosystems that provide protective benefits 
from the consequences of climate change. Forests:  The world’s forests currently store more carbon than is 
in the entire atmosphere. Allowing forests to regrow and continue to sequester carbon can provide at least 
30 percent of all action needed to limit global warming; however, deforestation contributes 11 percent of 
global greenhouse gas emissions. Healthy forests also reduce extreme weather events and fires.  
Coastal ecosystems:  Coastal ecosystems, such as mangroves, seagrasses, and salt marshes remove carbon 
from the atmosphere and store the carbon in plants and sediment. An acre of mangroves can sequester 
more than twice the amount of carbon as an acre of forest. Healthy mangroves and marshes also provide 
beach communities with benefits including protection from storm surges and coastal erosion. The resilience 
of some coastal communities is also increased by improving the health of coral reefs, which buffer against 
coastal erosion. However, the world’s coral reef ecosystems are in crisis due to global warming and ocean 
acidification. Barrier islands:  Strung along the Atlantic and Gulf coastlines, barrier islands buffer many parts 
of the mainland from the power of the open ocean. As climate change results in stronger and more frequent 
coastal storms, a healthy system of barrier islands can prevent more devastating impacts to cities and towns 
on the mainland. Sand Dunes:  As sea levels rise and waves enlarge, sand dunes prevent the waves from 
washing inland and eroding beaches. Dunes form where clumps of dune grasses have sprouted, and as the 
grasses grow taller and spread out, more and larger dunes form. Oceans:  The Earth’s oceans play a 
fundamental role in mitigating climate change, by serving as a major heat and carbon sink. They take up 
more than a quarter of the carbon humans emit into the atmosphere, partially mitigating the greenhouse 
effect of that carbon. However, even a small reduction in the oceans’ ability to take up carbon from the 
atmosphere would have enormous consequences for the environment.  

Around the world, the effects of climate change are expected to worsen in the coming decades. Harnessing 
the potential of natural ecosystems to reduce those effects is critical. The best protection from these hazards 
is to conserve and enhance these ecosystems to enhance natural defenses. 

By Jeff  

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive and 

satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider and 

steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.  



 

 

FIRN Drive-Thru Fall Festival 
While we could not welcome FIRN clients inside our church home this year, on Saturday, September 12th 

we showed more than 100 of our immigrant neighbors that we still see them and care about them!  

Thanks to the contributions of and many hours worked - in advance and the day of the event - by church 

volunteers, the Mission Team was able to hold a drive-thru, no-contact Fall Festival. Over the course of 

four hours, 24 families stopped at seven stations positioned around the church drive where they picked up 

pre-sorted and packaged up donations for each of their family members. Each family received:  cloth face 

masks (sewn by church members); a produce box and other non-perishable items; school supplies (sorted 

and distributed by grade); and bags of clothing (sorted and distributed by size). At the final three stations, 

families were able to choose:  coats for every family member; boxes full of children’s books in English and 

Spanish; and as much as they wished from the “extras” tables (shoes, bedding, toys, games, etc.). 

Thank you all for making a difference in the lives of these families. By the time they drove off, they had 

overflowing trunks (and sometimes laps too!) and huge smiles. From the new FIRN CEO, Mike Mitchell, to 

our church family:  “Please know how much we appreciate your efforts on behalf of those we serve.” 
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Successful Events! 
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Woody accepting the Golden Ladle! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY COVID-SAFE 
AND MAKE SURE YOUR VOTE IS COUNTED 

 
Check your Registration 

Register 
Get a Mail-In Ballot 

Vote by Mail 
Vote In-Person 

 GET MORE INFO FROM: VOTE411.ORG OR 

THE MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS. 

From Chase Brexton Health Care Virtual Community Check-in Newsletter 

Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee 
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https://mailchi.mp/chasebrexton/a-virtual-hello-support-for-you-770758?e=7a42835457#1
https://mailchi.mp/chasebrexton/a-virtual-hello-support-for-you-770758?e=7a42835457#2
https://mailchi.mp/chasebrexton/a-virtual-hello-support-for-you-770758?e=7a42835457#3
https://mailchi.mp/chasebrexton/a-virtual-hello-support-for-you-770758?e=7a42835457#4
https://mailchi.mp/chasebrexton/a-virtual-hello-support-for-you-770758?e=7a42835457#5
https://www.vote411.org/
http://elections.maryland.gov/
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Church Staff Office Schedule 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Church Staff has been working from home since March 24, 2020. 

Effective Tuesday, September 8, 2020 the Church Office will be accessible to church members between  

11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, when a staff member will be in the building. If you need to 

come into the building please contact Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, in advance, to make 

arrangements. If you decide to stop by during these hours please call the church office, 410-730-3545, so the 

staff member knows you are coming and can let you in upon your arrival. The Church Office and Building are 

still closed to the public, no meetings are being held inside the building, and the doors are locked due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. Face masks must be worn if you enter the building or are on the church grounds, 

and please practice social distancing. Thank you for helping to control the spread of the virus. Be safe and 

please keep our Church Staff safe and healthy so they can continue to do the work of the church. Thank you! 
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Coronavirus and the Church 

 Ways you can help... 

Share the Peace,  

Spread the Word,  

but not the virus. 

COVID-19 Team 
Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, medicines, etc. as 

needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org Thank you to those who 

have volunteered and have been helping out already! 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County will continue to close the building, and Outside User Groups 

and large church groups will not return to the interior of the church building until after January 2021.  

This is in keeping with the Howard County Public School system’s plan to hold a fully virtual first semester, 

September 8 to January 28. Until then, there may be limited exterior use of the church grounds, with 

permission, by some of these groups. (An “outside user group” is a community group which is not part of 

the church’s own program and structure.) We are striving to follow all state and local orders for the health 

of our community, as well as using our own judgment about our ability to maintain cleanliness and safety of 

the building. We will of course keep you updated as we know more or as changes develop. Thank you for 

your understanding. Safety is our goal. 

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Sign-up to receive  

your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  

save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who  

have signed up already! 

Send your email address to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  and next month you’ll 

see Tidings in your inbox! 

 

 

 

Tidings November 2020 Issue 10  

is Thursday, October 15, 2020 

Please send articles to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date  

with your current home and email address  

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
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Prayer List in First Day! 

In the weekly Prayer List we include names of 

Family and Friends. We continue to list the 

names for two months. If you asked for a name 

to be added and you think enough time has 

passed and the person should be removed 

please contact Caroline Smith at 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org and let her know. 

Thank you! 

Daylight Saving Time Ends  

on Sunday morning, November 1 

Set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night or 

you won’t be on time for the worship service! And if 

your smoke detectors use batteries, this is a good 

time to change them:  “Change your clocks, change 

your batteries.” See you at church! 

is available online!  

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

http://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc. 

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org


 

 

www.firstpreshc.org 


