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Our One Story:  
Remember, Release, Reimagine, Restore 

For the past several years, our autumn Annual Response Program themes have 

invited us to become a congregation of people who are grateful and generous. 

Maybe you have the refrigerator magnets and pens from years past:  Living in the 

Riches of God; Gratitude is the Attitude; Joined Together – Stay Connected;  

The Offering Plate and Beyond; Fearless Generosity. My favorite pen is brown and 

blue and proclaims:  First Presbyterian Church of Howard County Excels in the 

Grace of Giving!  

And it’s true. Over the years, we have indeed grown into a creative, faithful 

innovative church for our time and place by deeply practicing gratitude and 

generosity. This year has been a critical time when our gratitude and generosity 

have been tested. Just read through this issue of Tidings – or any week’s edition 

of First Day – and you can see gratitude and generosity made visible in money, 

time, energy and wisdom. Thanksgiving Baskets. Guatemala Scholarships. Cold 

Weather Shelter. Christmas Stockings. Just One Can. Feed Howard County. 

Livestreaming upgrades. Tech crew. Worship leaders. Cantors. Sunday School 

teachers and organizers. Facebook, Zoom, Friday email. It’s amazing! We’ve 

learned not only how to give, but also how to use our money, time, energy and 

wisdom to leverage even more resources.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Commitment Sunday is November 8th 

Please remember to complete and submit your 2021 Commitment Form  

on or before this date so the church can start planning for next year. 

Money and possessions are one of the most common topics in scripture and 

Jesus talked about money more than faith and prayer... 

Thinking about God’s money story should be 

liberating, inviting and transformative. 
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Our One Story—Annual Response Program 

2021 Commitment Form 
We are currently in our giving season so it’s time start thinking about turning in your 2021 Commitment 

Form. Thank you to everyone who has sent a commitment.  

Have you turned in your 2021 Commitment Form yet? The 2021 Commitment Form is a fillable PDF form. 

Here’s how to use the fillable form to send the church your estimate of giving for the coming year: 

 Open the form. 

 Save it on your desktop. (You might use “Save As” and give it a new name.  

For example, Morton and Sue might use “Harris 2021 Commitment”) 

 Fill it out, and save it again. 

 Then send the completed/saved form to 2021commitment@firstpreshc.org. 

Here’s where you can find the 2021 Commitment Form: 

On the church’s website, http://www.firstpreshc.org/arp-week1/  

—OR— 

In the Annual Response Program email sent every week 

—OR— 

On page 2 of this issue of Tidings… 

If you just prefer to handle hard copy, you can print the form, fill it in,  
and either mail it to the church or come by and drop it in the letter drop in the Bell Tower door. 

Please indicate Box #72 on the envelope so it goes to the Financial Secretary. 

If you’re having trouble with the fillable PDF form you can send an email with all the necessary information 

to 2021commitment@firstpreshc.org.  

Questions? Contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. 

Thank you again for your commitment to First Presbyterian Church of Howard County in 2021! 

All this is possible because week in – week out we are a functioning, living, breathing company of Jesus’ 

friends who pray and work for God’s will to be done on earth. Because our congregation is strong and can 

count on having the resources to provide salaries, utilities, resources, materials and mission through our 

annual Mission and Ministry Fund, we can continue to leverage even more time, money, energy and wisdom 

during the coming year. 2021 is going to be another Covid year – and our congregation is going to be called 

upon again and again to serve each other and to serve the world with energy, intelligence, imagination and 

love. 

So please, make an estimate of your giving for the coming year, and then fill out 

the 2021 Commitment Form and return it to the church. Every gift is essential. 

Because even in the midst of a pandemic, God has work for us to do! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Sue 

(Continued from page 1) 
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November 1 
All Saints Day 
Communion 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Revelation 7:9-17 & 1 John 3:1-3 

Around the Throne 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

November 8 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Commitment/Thank and Tell Sunday 

Confirmation 
Genesis 33:1-17 & John 21:1-14 

Restore 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

 

 

November 15 
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 90 & Matthew 25:14-30 
The Surprising Plan 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

November 22 
The Realm of Christ 

OGHS Offering 
Psalm 95:1-7 & Matthew 25:31-46 

The Surprise Ending 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

November 29 
First Sunday of Advent 

Worship, Art & Music (WAM) 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE—One Livestream Service 
Worship will be livestreamed beginning at 10:30 a.m.  

Gathering Time will begin at approximately 10:15 a.m. 

Go to the church’s website:  www.firstpreshc.org 
for the links on Facebook and YouTube and the worship bulletin 

The Church Office and Building is currently closed due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE:  Thursday, November 12, 2020 by 9:00 a.m. 

email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

November 2020 Sunday Morning Worship 
Worship Time — 10:30 a.m. One Livestream Service 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/worship


 

 

Worship, Art & Music (WAM) (continued) 
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Open Flower Dates 
Two flower arrangements in the sanctuary look really pretty! 

We have some Sundays available for you to donate flowers:  

○ November 29 we need one person 

○ December 6 and 13 we need one person each Sunday 

○ December 27 we need two people  

If you are interested please send an email to Church Administrator 

Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org to reserve one.  

The cost is $35 and you can send a dedication to be printed in First Day.  

If you want to pick your arrangement up they will be placed outside the 

kitchen door after the worship service. Just let Caroline know.  

Thank you to everyone who have donated flowers! 

Help decorate the sanctuary with God’s beautiful flowers! 

Poinsettia Orders 
Please order a poinsettia to help beautify our sanctuary this 

Christmas season. The cost is $12.00 per plant.  

Deadline for orders is Sunday, December 6. 

Click here to order poinsettias. 

Poinsettias can be picked up at the church: 

○ after the 8:00 p.m. livestream Christmas Eve worship service 

○ after the 11:00 p.m. in-person outdoor Christmas Eve Service 

○ after the 10:30 a.m. livestream worship on Sunday, December 27 

OR leave your poinsettia to be delivered by the Deacons. 

For more information or questions, contact Church Administrator, 

Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
https://forms.gle/aJDihet3BHjG7zBd8
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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A Word about Sharing Communion at Home 
In order to do this, you will need to have a few things in your home:  wine 

or grape juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind – a slice of sandwich 

bread, a roll, tortilla, naan – it can be gluten free or with gluten. You will 

want a napkin or a plate for the bread, and something to hold the wine or 

juice – a wine glass, a juice glass, even a coffee mug would be fine. Please 

use bread and wine/juice. 

 Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the room 

where you worship, so your worship is around the table – just like it is 

when we gather in the Sanctuary. 

 When it is time to break the bread, choose someone to lift the bread 

with Pastor Morton and break it, and then lift the cup with Pastor Sue. 

When we share the bread, you can pass it and tear a small piece of the 

common loaf/slice. When we share the wine/juice you can share by 

common cup (everyone takes a sip from the same cup) or by intinction 

(dipping the bread into the wine or juice) or by individual glasses. When 

all have shared, place everything back on the table for the rest of the 

service. 

Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us. 

Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month.  

Next Communion Sunday is November 1. 

Worship, Art & Music (WAM) (continued) 

Liturgists Wanted! 
The Worship, Art and Music Ministry Area invites you to help lead worship as a liturgist. During this time of 

Facebook Live and YouTube worship, we’re looking for liturgists who will prerecord on their phones the 

Prayer for Illumination and the First Lesson text. We’ll give you all the directions about how to do that, and 

where to send the recording. We’ll also provide you in advance with the prayer, an introduction to the 

text, and the text to be read. 

If you’d like to be part of the in-person worship team and serve as liturgist on Sunday morning during the 
10:30 a.m. livestream, that’s definitely possible and we’d love to have you! 

We hope that in addition to our seasoned liturgists returning to leadership, new faces will give this a try. 
Senior Highs and Collegians are welcome – and so are adults of every age.  

For more information or to sign up, about serving as a liturgist either in-person or prerecorded, please 
contact WAM Elder Kathy or Liturgist Coordinator John or email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Pastor Sue is 
also happy to continue to work with Ark and L.I.F.E. children and  
Mid-High youth to prerecord texts as well. Parents and kids should be in touch with Pastor Sue, 
sharris@firstpreshc.org. 

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org


 

 

LIVESTREAMING AND EQUIPMENT UPGRADES— 

Exciting Progress! 

We’re getting there! During September and October big steps were made towards getting our livestreaming 

equipment installed and working. Can you imagine snaking and pulling almost 3/4 of a mile of cabling 

through the walls of the sanctuary? A FABULOUS crew of hardworking volunteers accomplished this 

monumental task! Two of the cameras have been mounted on the back walls below the projectors. A quick 

test run on the cameras show they are pretty amazing. Some of the new microphones are already in use.  

The piano sounds wonderful and a couple of weeks ago we finally got to hear organ music that sounds like 

an organ! Hope you’ve noticed the great improvement in sound, and it will continue to get better and better!  

It seems that no matter what you try to do during the pandemic, sometimes you just gotta wait. Have you 

tried ordering exercise equipment or a grind and brew coffee maker? You just gotta wait. My mom always 

said, “patience is a virtue”. The remaining microphones and equipment will be here soon. There are a few 

more steps to complete before we’re completely ready to roll. The last camera will be mounted at the back 

of the sanctuary. All the cables need “terminating ends” and connections to the power, audio, and video 

components have to be made. Basically, we have to “rebuild” the tech booth! No small task. And of course, 

once everything is connected test runs will be done to make sure everything is running smoothly and 

volunteers will be trained to run the new system. Do you think this might be something you’d like to do? 

Contact technicalservices@firstpreshc.org. We’d love to hear from you! 

Finally, a HUGE shout out to the amazing crew that helped pull the cabling! If you have a minute, think about 

sending a quick e-mail or social media message or just a thank you in your mind and heart to one of them 

thanking them for their hard work (see below). We’re getting there, and thanks Mom… we’ll be patient. 

         Nan  

         Chair - WAM 

Cable Crew: 

Jonathan, Chuck, Bob, Debbie, Joe, Brett, Bruce, Kevin, Margot, Bob, Larry, Trey, Barry  
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Send us a Selfie! 
Worship, Arts and Music is collecting selfies! Next Sunday, take out your phone, 

take a photo of yourself (feel free to include your family and your pets) and send us 

your selfie! The plan is to share them during worship – so send a photo you won’t 

mind seeing pop up during the service. Your name will NOT be associated with your 

photo. What’s the point? Simply that we’d like to see each other on Sunday 

morning! 

Send or text your selfie to Pastor Sue! sharris@firstpreshc.org 

mailto:technicalservices@firstpreshc.org
mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Advent Wreath 2020 
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YES we will have an Advent Wreath in the Sanctuary and YES 

members of the congregation will be lighting the candles each 

week. But, of course, this year will be different, because 

everything’s different right now. Like last year, the liturgy for 

lighting the Advent candles will be a series of conversations among 

two or three persons. Unlike last year, these conversations will be 

prerecorded in the Sanctuary around the Advent Wreath. We plan 

to record all four weeks of candle lighting on Sunday afternoon 

November 22. 

Because of COVID-19, people who sign up to do this together need 

to be in the same family unit or Covid bubble, so that you can take 

off your mask for the recording. And you need to be willing to come 

into the Sanctuary at a pre-scheduled time to record. 

If you’d like to be part of the Advent Wreath team this year, please 

be in touch with Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org.  

Thanks for your help! 

Christmas Eve 2020 
We’re planning for a Christmas Eve of wonder and joy in this Covid year. 

Although everything isn’t yet finalized, here’s an overview of your worship 

opportunities this Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24. All the details 

will be in the December Tidings! 

Children’s Christmas Journey to Bethlehem 
Christmas Eve afternoon and early evening (time TBA) 

Children and families are invited to bundle up, wear your masks, and come to the church grounds where 

you will find the path to Bethlehem. As you walk the path around the grounds, you will explore several 

places where you will be able to sing, or share, or leave something, or pick up something for your journey. 

You’ll end at the cradle, where you will welcome the Holy Child.  

8:00 p.m. Livestream Christmas Eve Worship 
Livestream from the Sanctuary. Carols. Story. Poems. Prayers. Everything you love about Christmas Eve at 

First Church. Bring your own candle. 

11:00 p.m. Candle Light In-person  Christmas Eve Worship  
Outdoors on the front lawn of the church.  

When all the wrapping and preparations are (nearly) over, bundle up and gather for about 30 minutes – 

with masks please and observing physical distancing. We’ll have candles ready for you to hold as we read 

the Christmas story, softly sing carols, pray for ourselves and our world, and finish up with Silent Night. 

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
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Christian Education 

30 Days Thankful Devotional 
In this season of thanksgiving, cultivate the spiritual practice of 

gratitude. Join with others in our Facebook Devotional Discussion 

Group to reflect each day in November on the multitude of 

thanksgivings in our lives. The devotional will be posted daily in the 

Facebook discussion group but is also available as a printed 

document. If you would like a printed copy of the devotional 

please email Virginia Callegary at vcallegary@firstpreshc.org.  

Christmas Pageant 2020 
This year the story of the birth of Jesus will be told through pictures of 

the children of the church.  All of the pictures will be taken by families at 

home so we can keep everyone as safe as possible. If you are interested 

in having your children or grandchildren participate please email Virginia 

Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org by Sunday, November 8.  

Sunday School for Children and Youth  
Sunday School for children and youth age two through 12th grade is on Zoom 

for now. 

Children age two through 5th grade meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Classes for mid- and senior high students take place on Sundays at 11:30 a.m.   

Email DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, if you would like the 

link to join any of those classes. 

Home Advent Kit for All Ages 
This year we would like everyone to have a way to mark time at home as we prepare for the birth of 

Christ.  The Advent Kit will include materials to create a small Advent wreath, a luminaria to display outside 

your home, and an Advent devotional.  We are trying not to purchase too many materials this year so 

please email Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org by Friday, November 6 to request a kit. 

Pick up your kit at the church on Sunday, November 15 from Noon until 2:00 p.m. 

If November 15th doesn’t work for you, please contact Virginia to make other arrangements. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/379457539515021
https://www.facebook.com/groups/379457539515021
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
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Big Read Continues 
We will continue reading Sacred Sense:  Discovering the Wonder of God’s Word and World,  

by William P. Brown (Eerdmans, 1985) [available from Amazon in paperback and Kindle] 

All are welcome! Jump into the conversation. Zoom discussion group every week:   

 Wednesday mornings, 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  - OR-  Wednesday evenings, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Send an email, and indicate morning group or evening group, to Pastor Sue for the Zoom link: 

sharris@firstpreshc.org. 

Reading Schedule for November: 

November 4 Chapter 13:  Terrifying Wonder  Mark 16: 1-8 

November 11 Chapter 14:  Resurrection Wonder  John 20:1-18 

November 18 Chapter 15:  Communion Wonder  Luke 24:13-32 

November 25 Chapter 16:  Consummated Wonder  Revelation 21-22  

 and Conclusion:  Called to Wonder 

Biblical scholar Bill Brown takes a journey from Genesis to Revelation, and makes what he calls  

“a stumbling attempt to identify what I find most central, most evocative, most wondrous.” 

We’ll meet up on Zoom week by week for an hour to talk about one chapter of the book. If you’re 

interested you can start now—with a new chapter every week! 

Bill Brown is an Old Testament scholar. I met him when we were in a Lilly Endowment study group 

together. He teaches at Columbia Seminary in Georgia. He led the Bible Study at last year’s Big Tent 

gathering in Baltimore, and has been a keynote speaker for Presbyterians for Earth Care. 

See you on Zoom on Wednesdays! ~Pastor Sue 

Adult Education 

Bible in Depth Adult Sunday School 
Join us on Zoom every Sunday at 9:30 am. We will work our way through the prophets of the Old 

Testament, beginning with Hosea, together in an informal and interactive format. In order to receive the 

Zoom link for this ongoing class you must CLICK HERE TO REGISTER. Once you register an email will be sent 

to you with a link to join the meeting.  

Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org. 

Since Advent is coming—Just a heads up about this year’s Advent study 

book, in case some of you want to order it now. It’s available from Amazon, and for 

Kindle. You need only the book, not the leader guide or the DVD. (I’ll have those 

items!)  There will be two different opportunities to gather on Zoom for the four weeks 

Advent – Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening. More about this in the 

December Tidings.  

The Light of the World; A Beginner's Guide to Advent, by Amy-Jill Levine  

(Amy-Jill Levine is the same author of our Lent study – the one that got interrupted by COVID-19.) 

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcuyqqz8sGNKdU2-lYAJOmrRNzQzScT9x
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Environmental Stuff is Hard 
Not only do we, the congregation of First Presbyterian Church, find our inability to congregate during these 

COVID times to be discouraging.  Our numerous partners of the Earth Forum of Howard County, a ministry of 

First Presbyterian Church, are also missing the opportunity to meet and learn together. 

So First Presbyterian is going to expand its efforts and attempt to help all of the above. 

Introducing “Environmental Stuff is Hard”  

As part of our Adult Christian Education efforts, William Burris (aka “Bill”) will post several recorded 

presentations addressing environmental justice, sustainability, and the numerous complexities and 

challenges facing us in effort to better care for creation.  Keep an eye on the First Presbyterian Church 

YouTube Channel over the next couple of months for the following: 

1) Environmental Stuff Is Hard: Introduction 

2) Environmental Science is Hard! 

3) Environmental Politics is Hard! 

4) Environmental Economics is Hard! 

5) Environmental Justice is Hard! 

6) Environmental Hard Case #1:  Brownfields vs. Green Fields 

7) Environmental Hard Case #2:  Solar Battlefield 

8) Environmental Hard Case #3:  Trash Fire 

Further presentations maybe posted as well. 

In addition, Mr. Burris will be conducting four virtual events for the Earth Forum of Howard County  

during these COVID times. We will record these and post them on the YouTube Channel. 

1) Think Locally Act Globally! Or “How I learned to love my local environmental activist.” 

2) The DOD’s Environmental Challenges! or “Where did this wetland come from!” 

3) The Rise of NIMBYism! Or “Grass Roots are not always green!” 

4) Risk Communication:  You’re Doing It Wrong! Or “No really… you are doing it wrong!” 
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https://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc
https://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc
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Presby Fellowship/Pub 

This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues to offer fellowship for 

First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome! With the pandemic, it has become a virtual 

gathering by Zoom, every other Thursday from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office, 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Next VIRTUAL Presby Fellowship/Pubs: 

        Nov 12, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. - will end with Bingo! 

        Nov 26, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. 

        Dec 10, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. - will end with Bingo! 

"Invite newcomers/friends and those we are missing". -- Doris Lockyer  

Circles of Care 
Sunday, November 15 at 4:00 p.m. - first small group ZOOM meeting 

In these days of missing each other’s presence we are happy to invite you to join a small group to connect 

with one another. The first meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 15 at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom.  

Please fill out this Circles of Care form to indicate your interest in being part of this new and exciting 

initiative at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County. Please respond by November 4.  

A link for joining will be emailed to you. Questions? Email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. 

Fellowship Opportunities via Zoom 
During the coronavirus pandemic not only has worship continued through 

livestreaming but Session, Deacons and Ministry Area meetings have continued 

via Zoom. Our connection is so great and needed that various fellowship activities 

have met via Zoom. See below for activities you may want to participate in to see 

church members and friends you have missed being with! Gather on Zoom! 

mailto:fpcadmin@firspreshc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4OAniEUBIp5MWscKgfJyaVmAOy73s0vKr-DoDEaX7xOTUQA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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Mission News 

Guatemala Fund Drive Exceeds Goal! 

Thanks to our many generous donors, we exceeded our goal and will be able to send 90 Guatemalan young 

people to middle or high school in the next school year, which begins in January. We have received an email 

from the Presbytery Executive Committee in Guatemala confirming that they will be able to administer the 

program next year despite the pandemic. Current scholarship students are grateful that they can continue 

on their paths to a better future.  In the coming weeks the sessions of our eight partner churches will be 

selecting new students to replace graduates. There will be changes to their traditional group back-to-school 

shopping trip for school supplies, uniforms and other necessities. This year the Executive Committee will do 

the shopping without the students to minimize the risk of gathering in groups. Most schools are planning a 

hybrid system of some days of in-person classes and some days of virtual learning. 

Many thanks to everyone who made a contribution. Your generosity enables these young people to plan for 

a future unlike that of past generations of Mayans in Guatemala, when nearly all served as agricultural 

laborers on large estates owned by others. They are eternally grateful for this support, which allows them to 

prepare for their choice of jobs--new ways to use the intelligence and skills God has given them.   

The Guatemala Scholarship Fund is open for donations throughout the year. 

Judy  
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Mission News — Cold Weather Shelter 2021 

The Cold Weather Shelter will be very different in the upcoming season! Guests will be housed at a 

residence hotel in Columbia from late November to late March. Congregations are being asked only to 

supply 3 meals a day for 24 guests, donate $5 a week per person for laundry and to provide 2 evening hosts 

each day to be at the hotel from 5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. to back up the Grassroots staff person. Guests will 

be staying in their rooms during the evening and night except to do laundry or take a smoke break. Mask 

wearing and social distancing will be enforced. The season was shortened by a week to 17 weeks, so our 

church will only be responsible for 1 week, February 8 through February 14, 2021. The Mission Committee 

decided that, in lieu of trying to arrange daily meals, we would arrange for a caterer who has worked with 

FEED Howard County to supply all the meals. They can do this for $15 a day—for all 3 meals! Hot dinner and 

bag breakfast and lunch!   

So thank you so, so much to everyone who has worked so diligently on the CWS in the past. I will be seeking 

volunteers and donations later in the year.  

Margot  

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering—November 22, 2020 
The Mission Team has scheduled the One Great Hour of Sharing for Sunday, November 22, 2020.  

We did not have this giving program this past April because of the pandemic.  

The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing are:  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, Self-Development of People.  

These programs all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial 

disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide people with 

safety, sustenance and hope. Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, 

sanitation, education, and opportunity. 

Please send your contribution in with your regular offering and clearly mark it for OGHS, or go to the 

church’s website and click on the PayPal button, please indicate it is for OGHS.  

Click here to learn more about The One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Please give generously on Sunday, November 22, 2020 

Mission Opportunities 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/2020_oghs/oghs2020_bi_building_god's_household.pdf


 

 

Conversations on Race 2020/21 
Our next monthly Conversations on Race is November 8 at 11:30 a.m. via 

Zoom, and will continue on the second Sunday of each month until May 2021.  

Click here to register for Conversations on Race. 

All are welcome to all our conversations. Our willingness to listen to each other 

will help us meet our church wide goal of “racial justice and equality, as one way 

to begin the task of dismantling systemic racism within our church and our 

community.” 

In Christ, 

Paula & Erin  
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This year we’re having a virtual Alternative Gift Fair. It looks a little different this year, like most things, but 

the planning team has done their best to give you as much of the Fair as we can.  

It's still one-stop shopping; everything will be organized on First Presbyterian Church’s website: 

http://firstpreshc.org/alternative-gift-fair/ 

Here’s what’s new:  

SERRV – Our church will have our own link to shop for fair trade products from SERRV’s website. Be sure to 

use the link because we earn 20% from your purchases, a fundraiser for the Guatemala Program. You’ll shop 

and check out like a regular website, and items will be shipped directly to your door. The SERRV website will 

be open for your shopping convenience until December 13.  

Alternative Gifts – We have a roundup of our favorite local, national, and international charities on our 

website. There are links for you to donate directly to the organizations, or we can help you make donations.  

Children’s Corner – Kids will be shopping via Zoom this year. Go to the website to sign up for a time slot. 

Gifts will be chosen by the shopper, wrapped for your child by volunteers, and available for pickup at the 

church later. Children’s Corner items are all handmade fair-trade gifts and cost $1-$12, so they are a great 

option for cash-strapped teens and college students too.  

Shopping for Alternative Gifts and Children’s Corner  
will be from Tuesday, December 1 through Saturday, December 6. 

Please share the website with friends and family. Shop early, shop often. 

(alternative to) The Alternative Gift Fair  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvceygqzoqGdT6Em1gIu4QymYM2WLeugXK
http://firstpreshc.org/alternative-gift-fair/


 

 

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!! - November - Thanksgiving Baskets 
The Deacons are asking for your help to provide 20 Thanksgiving food baskets to client families of Bridges 

to Housing Stability and 5 baskets to church community families. Our church will also provide Giant food 

cards for 25 families from the Foreign-born information and Referral Network ( FIRN).  

Please contribute food during the Drive-by Food Collection  

in the church’s parking lot  

on Saturday, November 7, 2020 

10:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

You can also leave your donations in the “Just One Can” storage bin by the back entrance (near the mail 

box). And please don’t forget your regular JOC food donations, as hunger is an on-going concern for too 

many of our neighbors especially this year. Thank you on behalf of the Deacons. 

The Deacons are asking the congregation for non-perishable food items in the list below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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News from the Deacons 

 Canned Sweet Potatoes 

 Canned Whole White Potatoes 

 Canned Green Beans 

 Canned Pumpkin or Pumpkin Pie Filling 

 Canned Apple Pie Filling 

 Canned Corn 

 Canned Peas 

 Stewed Tomatoes 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Stuffing Mix 

 Instant Potatoes 

 Macaroni and Cheese 

 Pasta 

 Cooking oil 

 Biscuit/Muffin Mix 

 Rice 

 Flour 

 Sugar 

 Gravy Packets 

 Pie Crust Mix 

 Cake/Brownie Mix 

 Jell-O 

 64 oz Juice Cans 

 Coffee 
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More News from the Deacons 

Christmas Stockings and Tote Bags 
While things may look and work quite a bit differently this year, we can still share the spirit and joy of 

Christmas with families in need throughout our community. The Deacons are working to make the 

distribution of Christmas stockings and tote bags as safe as possible this year. Although we won’t be able to 

hand them out personally on Sunday mornings, you can sign up virtually and pick up your stocking or tote 

bag on your own time. Here are the basics of what you need to know: 

 Stockings for FIRN families will be completely virtual this year. FIRN is working with their 

families to put together a small wish list for each child on Amazon. They will share a website 

link with us and you can sign up to purchase and ship gifts directly to the children. (There will be 

no costs for the shipping.) Stay tuned for more details about this process as they become 

available. Please note that you will not need to get an actual stocking to participate for FIRN. 

 Tote bags for Head Start and stockings for the Salvation Army will be available for sign up 

through a Sign Up Genius link that will go live on Sunday, November 8. The link will be posted in 

First Day. Once you sign up, you can stop by the church and get a tote bag or stocking from the 

plastic bin stationed outside of the kitchen door at the back of the church. 

 Deacons will be at the church on Saturdays, December 5 and December 12 to collect the filled 

bags and stockings. More information about this will come soon. 

Please stay tuned to First Day announcements in the coming weeks for more information about  

how to participate. If you have questions, please contact Deacon fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.  

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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The Green Page 

Earth Forum of Howard County—2020-2021 
On hiatus this fall to plan and re-tool. 

Third Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

2021:  January 17, March 21  

Mark your calendars and join us for the Earth Forum! 

The Future of Climate Change 
Climate change is changing the world in countless ways. Future changes are expected to include a warmer 
atmosphere, a warmer and more acidic ocean, higher sea levels, and greater changes in precipitation 
patterns. Heat waves:  Heat waves are projected to become even more common in the near future as annual 
average temperatures continue to rise. Drought:  Droughts have reached record intensity in some regions of 
the US, and annual trends toward earlier spring snowmelt and reduced snowpack are already affecting water 
resources in the western United States. Forest fires:  The incidence of large forest fires in the western US has 
increased since the early 1980s, and is projected to further increase in those regions as the climate warms. 
Hurricanes:  Modeling generally confirms an increase in hurricane intensity in a warming world, with 
hurricanes increasing in precipitation, intensity, and frequency.  

The extent of future climate change depends on what we do now to reduce greenhouse gas from fossil fuels. 
Alternate Sources of Energy:  Some alternate sources to replace the energy from fossil fuels are already 
being introduced, including wind, water, and solar power.  However, these will not be adequate to provide 
the growing demand for the power necessary for modern life.  Other potential sources are already under 
development, and may prove feasible in the future. These include:  Fusion power:  Human-engineered fusion 
has already been demonstrated on a small scale. The problem has been finding ways of scaling it up to 
commercial levels. Joint research is being funded by the US and other nations. If this project succeeds, it will 
provide a virtually unlimited supply of clean, green electricity. Maglev wind power:  Currently, the largest 
conventional wind turbine produces only five megawatts of power. However, a single large maglev turbine 
could generate up to two gigawatts - enough to supply energy to 1.5 million homes. Due to the system of 
magnets they use, they would be vastly more efficient than today's wind turbines. This technology is already 
being developed in the US and China. Solar islands:  As the demand for solar power continues to soar, better 
methods of capturing the sun's energy will be needed. Floating circular solar islands could eventually provide 
gigawatts of electricity. A small prototype has already been tested in the United Arab Emirates. Solar updraft 
towers:  Solar updraft towers, also known as solar chimneys, combine three technologies: the chimney 
effect, the greenhouse effect, and the wind turbine. Air would be heated by sunshine and contained in a very 
large greenhouse-like structure around the base of a tall chimney; the resulting convection would cause air 
to rise up the updraft tower which would drive turbines, producing electricity. A small operating plant is 
reported to have been built in China. 

By Jeff  

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive and 

satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider and 

steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.  
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Financial Report Summary as of September 30, 2020   

   
Actual to Date  Expected to Date  

More (less) than 

Expected 

Contributions Received  $510,437  $550,275  ($39,838) 

  Total Income  $553,613  $612,899  ($59,286) 

  Total Expenses  $553,418  $612,899  ($59,481) 

Surplus (Deficit) to Date $195  ($0)   $195 

        

2020-2021 Stated Session Meetings 
Unless otherwise noted, meetings are on the fourth Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom until further notice.  

Optional chat-and-gather time  at 6:30 p.m. 

2020:  November 17 (3rd Tuesday), 

2021:  January 26, February 23, Thursday, March 18 (Thursday), April 27, May 25, June 22, August 24 

Per Capita Apportionment 
Total Number of Contributions Received as of October 8, 2020 

Total Number = 91 

Amount = $5,199.00 

Per Capita for 2020 is $36.00 Have you paid yours yet?  

Thank you if you did! 
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Coronavirus and the Church 

 Ways you can help... 

Share the Peace,  

Spread the Word,  

but not the virus. 

COVID-19 Team 
Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, medicines, etc. as 

needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org Thank you to those who 

have volunteered and have been helping out already! 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County will continue to close the building, and Outside User Groups 

and large church groups will not return to the interior of the church building until January 2021, at least.  

This is in keeping with the Howard County Public School system’s plan to hold a fully virtual first semester, 

September 8 to January 28. Until then, there may be limited exterior use of the church grounds, with 

permission, by some of these groups. (An “outside user group” is a community group which is not part of 

the church’s own program and structure.) We are striving to follow all state and local orders for the health 

of our community, as well as using our own judgment about our ability to maintain cleanliness and safety of 

the building. We will of course keep you updated as we know more or as changes develop. Thank you for 

your understanding. Safety is our goal. 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR! 

 Wear a face mask when out and about 

 Practice social distancing – keep 6 feet apart 

 Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water 

 Use hand sanitizer 

 Stay home IF: 

 you don’t feel well—cough, runny nose, fever, etc. 

 you have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19 

  you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the past two weeks  

 Get a flu shot 

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org


 

 

New Members Welcome! 
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to 

become formal members of First Church. We were about to have a New Member 

Orientation when Covid-19 pushed us online. We were waiting to see if in-person 

worship would return in the fall. Since it will not – we want to give each of you the 

opportunity to formalize your membership before the end of the calendar year. So 

if you have been a guest – for a few months or a few years – know that you are a 

welcome guest, and we’d like to add you as a member! 

Please be in touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org or Pastor Sue, 

sharris@firstpreshc.org and we will arrange a good time for us to meet via Zoom, so we can get to know 

each other better! We look forward to welcoming you as a formal member of the congregation.  

Feed Howard County Receives a Grant! 
Feed Howard County is excited to announce that we have just received a grant to provide 4000 meals to 

those in need in Howard County during the remainder of 2020!  

The support of the church family at First Presbyterian of Howard County for the Feed Howard County 

project at has been amazing. 

Because of the financial support of the community and your time - Feed Howard County has already 

delivered over 4000 meals, worked with a dozen local restaurants to help them stay open and supported 

numerous families.  

Because of this grant - we are going to need volunteers as we ramp up our efforts during the remainder of 

2020 - and beyond.  

Please email us at feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to see how you can help out.  

Feed Howard County logo was designed by Manuela Fantcho.  
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Things to Know! 

mailto:mharris@firstpreshc.org
mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
mailto:feedhowardcounty@gmail.com


 

 

Tid ings  

Tidings December 2020 Issue 11  

is Thursday, November 12, 2020 
Please have all articles in by this date! 

 

Tidings will be sent via email during 

the last week of the month. 

Please send articles to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date  

with your current home and email address  

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

The Church Staff will be off and the  

Church Office and Building will be closed on: 

Thursday—Saturday, November 26—28  

for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
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REMEMBER!!! 

Daylight Saving Time Ends on 

Sunday morning, November 1 

Set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night or you 

will be early for the worship service! And if your smoke 

detectors use batteries, this is a good time to change 

them:  “Change your clocks, change your batteries.”  



 

 

Church Staff Office Schedule 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Church Staff has been working from home. The Church Office will be 

accessible to church members between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, when a staff 

member will be in the building. If you need to come into the building please contact Caroline Smith, 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, in advance, to make arrangements. If you decide to stop by during these hours 

please call the church office, 410-730-3545, so the staff member knows you are coming and can let you in 

upon your arrival. The Church Office and Building are still closed to the public, no meetings are being held 

inside the building, and the doors are locked due to the coronavirus pandemic. Face masks must be worn if 

you enter the building or are on the church grounds, and please practice social distancing. Thank you for 

helping to control the spread of the virus. Be safe and please keep our Church Staff safe and healthy so they 

can continue to do the work of the church. Thank you! 

Shopping On-line for the Holidays? 
While staying at home during the coronavirus pandemic you may be shopping on Amazon! If you are—hop 

over to Amazonsmile and choose First Presbyterian as your charity and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the  

price of eligible purchases to First Presbyterian! Same company, same prices, same service, just with a 

benefit! 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose “The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County” as your charity.  

Be sure to use “The” to find the church’s name in their list. 

4. Shop and thank Virginia for setting this up! 

5. Now, whenever you want to shop on Amazon, go to Amazonsmile.com, not Amazon.com and  

make sure you see “The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County” at the top where it says 

SUPPORTING! 
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mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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