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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 18, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service (EST) 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Don’t ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what makes you come alive, and then go do that. 
Because what the world needs is people who have come alive. 

  Howard Thurman 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Kyrie Eleison Ron Kean 

  Intermezzo, Op. 118, No. 2 J. Brahms 

  Praise His Holy Name! Keith Hampton 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prelude With You Jeanne Cotter 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

God calls:  Let my people go. 
Scripture says:  In the seventh year you must cancel debt. 
Jesus teaches:  Sell what you have and give that money to the poor. 

This is our story. 
This is where we begin. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

O God, 
you call us to faith and ask us to let go, set free, 
drop our nets, give to others, and follow you. 
So in this hour of worship, 
give us your grace to release that which binds us, 
so that we may worship with open, untamed, and porous hearts, 
and walk with you freely and joyfully. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 402 How Lovely, Lord Merle’s Tune 

  (Psalm 84) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Gracious God, 
we admit we hold tight to that which we know and understand. 
We put you in a box  
to avoid the uncertainties that come with faith. 
We put worship in a box to avoid the discomfort of change. 
We put ourselves and others in boxes  
labeled with societal norms. 
We put all that we have in a box and pray we won’t run out. 
Forgive us for missing the point. 
Open our eyes to a new way –  
A way of life found in open boxes, open hands and open hearts. 
Release us. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise 750  Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Peace 448  Peace of God Be with You/As-Salaamu Lakum 

 (singing together) 

 

 

 Words of Welcome 

 

 

 



6 
 

HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Deuteronomy 15:1-11 

15 Every seventh year you shall grant a remission of debts. 2 And this is the manner of the 

remission: every creditor shall remit the claim that is held against a neighbor, not exacting 
it of a neighbor who is a member of the community, because the LORD’s remission has been 
proclaimed. 3 Of a foreigner you may exact it, but you must remit your claim on whatever 
any member of your community owes you. 4 There will, however, be no one in need among 
you, because the LORD is sure to bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you 
as a possession to occupy, 5 if only you will obey the LORD your God by diligently observing 
this entire commandment that I command you today. 6 When the LORD your God has 
blessed you, as he promised you, you will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow; 
you will rule over many nations, but they will not rule over you. 

7 If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your towns 
within the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted 
toward your needy neighbor. 8 You should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough 
to meet the need, whatever it may be. 9 Be careful that you do not entertain a mean 
thought, thinking, “The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” and therefore view 
your needy neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might cry to 
the LORD against you, and you would incur guilt. 10 Give liberally and be ungrudging when 
you do so, for on this account the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all 
that you undertake. 11 Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I 
therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.” 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Matthew 19:16-22 

16 Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have 
eternal life?” 17 And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only 
one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” 18 He said to him, 
“Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You 
shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19 Honor your father and mother; also, You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 20 The young man said to him, “I have kept all 
these; what do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 
come, follow me.” 22 When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he 
had many possessions. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Release Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* An Affirmation for Response Season adapted from A Declaration of Faith and The Book of Order 

 (together) 

We are called to discipleship. 
Christ gives us and demands of us 
personal lives that are centered in God 
and open to God’s reality and rule. 
Christ teaches us to put obedience to God 
above the interests of self, family, race or nation; 
to offer God joyously, and fearlessly 
our money, ability and time. 
Christ teaches us to go beyond legal requirements 
in serving and helping our neighbor, 
to treat our neighbor’s needs as our own, 
to care passionately for the other’s good, 
to share what we have. 

We who follow the discipline of Christian stewardship 
are called to lives of simplicity, generosity, honesty, hospitality, compassion, receptivity  
and concern for the earth and God’s creatures. 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

God of life, 
Hear our prayers. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Blessed are you, 
God of growth and discovery; 
yours is the inspiration 
that has altered and changed our lives; 
yours is the power that has brought us 
to new dangers and opportunities. 
Send us, your new creation, 
to walk through this new world, 
watching and learning, loving and trusting, 
until your realm comes. 
Amen. 

 A Word About Giving 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem God Has Work for Us to Do Mark Miller 
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* Doxology 716, verse 1 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

(singing together) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

With gratitude to the giver of life, 
we offer our lives to the Lord. 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 766 The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound McKee 
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* Closing Responses 

Faithful God, lead us, 
that we may stand firm in faith for justice and for peace. 

Teach us love. Teach us compassion. 
Above all, O God, out of love and compassion, 
teach us to act. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude La Réjouissance George Fredrich Handel 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 
WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Christ Candle, the Prayer for Sunday Morning, and the Prayer of Confession 
are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah Are, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art. https://sanctifiedart.org 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under  
ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 


