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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 27, 2020 

10:30 a.m. (EST) Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Grace is the light or electricity or juice or breeze that takes you from that isolated place 
 and puts you with others who are as startled and embarrassed 
 and eventually grateful as you are to be there. 

  Anne Lamott 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prelude  

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Almighty and everlasting God, 
creator and provider of all good: 
we thank you that you have brought us safely 
to the beginning of this week. 
Keep us from falling into sin or running into danger, 
and guide us to do always what is right in your eyes; 
through Jesus Christ our teacher, friend and savior. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 435 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy In Babilone 

  (see next page) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Sovereign God, we confess 
that we are not ready for your holy realm. 
You gave us the gift of your law, 
but we do not keep your commandments. 
You sent your Son to save us, 
but we sent him to his death. 
Forgive us, we pray, 
so that we may return to your fold. 
Give us courage to strain toward your new creation, 
rejoicing in the power of your love 
expressed in Jesus and lived in each of us. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 582   Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Response of Praise 700, verse 4  I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

 (singing together) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Exodus 17:1-7 

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, 
as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 
people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” 
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the 
people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why 
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So 
Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 
stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the 
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and 
go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water 
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders 
of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and 
tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Presentation of Bibles to Second Graders, Part 2 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Philippians 3:3-4:1 

3 For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God[a] and boast in 
Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh— 4 even though I, too, have reason for 
confidence in the flesh. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. 
7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More 
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us then who are mature be of the same 
mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you. 16 Only 
let us hold fast to what we have attained. 
17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 
example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often 
told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is destruction; their god 
is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20 But 
our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to 
the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to 
himself. 4 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Where Are We Going? Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A3-4%3A1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29408a
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from A Brief Statement of Faith 
  and the Letter to the Philippians 

In life and in death, we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 

We are confident that God, 
who began a good work among us, 
will bring it to completion. 
Therefore, we will hold fast to God’s word of life, 
so that we may shine like stars in the world. 
So we press on toward the goal. 
For God is at work in us 
enabling us to will and to work for God’s goodness. 
Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

God of abundant grace, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

God of peace, 
let us your people know, 
that at the heart of turbulence 
there is an inner calm 
that comes from faith in you. 
Keep us from being content with things as they are, 
that from this central peace 
there may come a creative compassion, 
a thirst for justice, 
and a willingness to give of ourselves 
in the spirit of Christ. 
Amen. 

 Minute for Mission – Run for Coffee 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem The Gift of Love Hal Hopson 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Amazing Grace 
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* Closing Responses 

This is the good news: 
Christ has risen and the Spirit is with us! 

This is our story: 
In life and in death we belong to God. 

This is our new commandment: 
To love one another as Christ loves us. 

This is our calling: 
To pray and work for the justice and joy of God’s realm. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude  

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 


