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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 9, 2020 

10:00 a.m. Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Lord Christ, give me some of your Spirit to comfort the places in my heart where I hurt… 
then give me some more of your Spirit so that I can comfort other people. 

  Terry Waite 

 Gathering Time (begins about 10 minutes before worship begins.) 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Song 184 Calm to the Waves Calm Seas 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Our souls sing out to God. 
How can we be silent? We will give thanks forever! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude Trumpet Tune Stanley/arr. Wolff 

  Paul Lindenmann, trumpet 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Holy God, your love is higher than the heavens 
and your grace is wider than the sea. 
Awaken our hearts to the joy of your presence 
and open our lips to sing your praise; 
to the glory of Jesus Christ, 
our teacher, friend, guide and savior. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 410 God Is Calling through the Whisper W Żłobie Leży 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy God, 
you love us, you care for us, 
and you lead us day by day. 
But we have not followed you. 
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
And we have not loved our neighbors. 
Forgive us by your grace. 
Help us to walk in your way, 
that we may see the world as you do, 
and love it with your love; 
for Jesus sake. 
Amen. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise (last verse only)  Know That God is Good/Mungu Ni Mwema 

(singing together) 
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 Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Peace (singing together)  I Am Walking the Path of Peace 

I am walking the path of peace. 
I am walking the path of peace. 
I am walking the path of peace. 
Lead me home, Lead me home. 

 Words of Welcome 

 Anthem There Is a Balm in Gilead African American Spiritual 
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HEAR 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 14:22-33 

22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by 
this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 
against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the 
sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, 
“It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and 
said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 
and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, 
and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Thoughts on the Lesson:  When the Wind is Against Us 

   Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith/Saying Yes from The Iona Abbey Worship Book 

With the whole church 
 We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 
befriended by Christ, 
empowered by the Spirit. 

With people everywhere 
 We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 
planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

With all creation 
 We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 
the unfolding purposes of God, 
forever at work in ourselves and the world. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

We pray to you, O God: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O God, lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 
We ask it for your own name’s sake. 
Amen. 
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 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem Trumpet Voluntary William Goodwin 

  Paul Lindenmann, trumpet 

 Doxology 328 (singing together)  Da N’ase/ Praise God, All You Nations 

(sing Twi first, then English) 
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 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

Creating God, how manifold are your works! 
You open your hand with generosity and love 
and our lives are filled with good things! 

Loving God, we give you thanks for weather –  
for sunshine days and cloudy days, 
for rain and thunder and lightning, 
for coolness and humidity, 
and even for snow and ice! 
We thank you for all the changing weather, 
and for the way the weather cares for  
and provides for all your creatures. 
Make us better at caring for your earth. 
We thank you for our church,  
and for bringing us together today, 
and for everyone who helps us worship you  
with all our heart and soul. 
O God, you are always with us. 
Now we offer you our lives, to be shaped by your Spirit. 
Make us people who will live in your love, 
and change the world for you. 
Amen. 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 834 Precious Lord, Take My Hand Precious Lord 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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* Closing Responses 

For all that God gives us, we say: 
Thank you! 

For all that God asks of us, we say: 
Yes! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Sonata for Trumpet and Piano Henry Purcell 

  mvt. I:  Allegro Moderato 
  Paul Lindenmann, trumpet 

 Minute for Mission – Deacons School Supply Drive 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 

 

 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 


