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This is a Communion Service. You will need to prepare bread and wine/juice to share at home. The bread 
can be any kind, with or without gluten. You will want a napkin or plate for the bread, and something to 
hold the wine or juice. Please use bread and wine/juice. Place the bread and wine on a table or stand in 
the space where you will worship, so your worship is around the table, just like it is when we are 
gathered in the Sanctuary. 

Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us. 

Words of Greeting 

Prelude 

A Ritual for Gathering and Lighting Candles 

Prayer of the Day 

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 

God of the covenant, as we begin these days of awe,  
we come to share life at the table of the Lord. 
Renew the power of this mystery  
in our service to you and to one another. 
Empower us to love as Jesus loved  
so that everyone will know  
that we follow the way of Jesus Christ, 
our teacher, friend, guide and savior. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 701 Lord, Prepare Me  Sanctuary  

(see next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Lord Jesus Christ, how well you know our hearts,  
and still you love us – you love us to the end.  
We have denied you,  
and we have denied our calling  
to serve one another. 
We have betrayed you,  
and we have betrayed your commandment  
to love one another. 
Pour out your Spirit of grace upon us.  
Teach us to love and serve you faithfully  
and to love and serve one another  
by the example you have set for us; 
in your name we pray. 

(We continue in silent, personal prayer…) 
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Assurance of Grace 

Sharing the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you 
And also with you. 

Song Let there be Love and Understanding  Aronson 

Let there be love and understanding among us; 
Let peace and friendship be our shelter in life’s storm. 

Scripture Lessons 

Matthew 26:17-35 

17On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do 
you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go 
into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will 
keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19So the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

20When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; 21and while they were 
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they became greatly 
distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23He 
answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 
24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 
25Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 

26While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, 
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27Then he took a cup, 
and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28for this is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I 
tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

30When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

31Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night;  
for it is written,  
     ‘I will strike the shepherd,  
          and the sheep of the flock will be scattered’  
32But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33Peter said to him, 
“Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” 34Jesus said to 
him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three 
times.” 35Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And 
so said all the disciples. 

 



1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In 
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Time of Reflection 

Musical Interlude  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table 

The Story of the Last Supper 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

God is here. 
And the Spirit is with us. 

People of God, open your hearts. 
We open our hearts to God and to one another. 

Let us give thanks to God, who was in Christ, reconciling the world. 
It is right to give our thanks to the one who offers us new life. 

The Blessing of the Bread and Wine 

The Prayer of Concern  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 

 

 

 

 



Music for Communion  

When all have shared bread and wine, we will sing together: 

 

Prayer After Communion  

Give thanks for all God’s goodness. 
God’s love shall last forever. 

Hymn 205 Live In Charity/Ubi Caritas  Taize 
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“And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives…” 

Closing Prayer 

God of life, do not darken your light to us, 
O God of life, do not close your joy to us, 
O God of life, do not shut your door to us, 
O God of life, do not refuse your mercy to us, 
and, O God of life, crown us with your gladness. 

Blessing 

May the everlasting God shield you wherever you go. 

And the blessing of God be upon you. 
the blessing of the Giver of life. 

The blessing of God be upon you. 
the blessing of the Christ of love. 

The blessing of God be upon you. 
The blessing of the Spirit of peace. 

The blessing of the Trinity be upon you  
now and forevermore. 
Amen. 

 
After the Service, you might choose to go out into your garden, or onto your balcony or deck, 
perhaps with a lighted candle, to keep watch in the night. Here are some prayers for your 
meditation. 

Prayers for the Garden 

God of life, do not darken your light to us, 
O God of life, do not close your joy to us, 
O God of life, do not shut your door to us, 
O God of life, do not refuse your mercy to us, 
and, O God of life, crown us with your gladness. 

Christ, draw near to us, little people,  
trembling and most wretched,  
rowing through the infinite storm of this age;  
and bring us safely to the most beautiful haven of life. 

Lord, you call us to watch with you  
on this line between dream and waking,  
sense and madness, garden and spoil heap:  
touch our weary eyes with tears  
to see that you are the wrestling place  
between God and fallen flesh;  
through Jesus Christ, the passion of God.  



 
elcome to a service of communion on Maundy Thursday. With nightfall, our Lenten 
observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to begin to 

celebrate Triduum, The Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection:  Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday.  

At the heart of Maundy Thursday is Jesus’ new commandment—
the Mandatum novum—that we should love one another, as 
Jesus loved us. We recall the night in which Jesus was betrayed 
and arrested—the final meal he shared in the upper room with 
his closet friends, and how he washed the disciples’ feet. 

After supper, Jesus and the disciples went out to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, where he spent time in solitary prayer. And then 
later on this night, Roman soldiers came to the garden to arrest 
him. 

At the conclusion of our service, you may want go outside for a 
few minutes, into the garden by candlelight—for quiet mediation 
and prayer. 

 

 

May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you  
as you continue in your journey of faith. 

W 
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