
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
April 19, 2020 

TODAY 

Today, during the coronavirus alert, we are Live Streaming worship at  
10:30 a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace, 
Spread the Word, not the virus. 

ON-LINE WORSHIP IS A NEW EXPERIENCE. Here’s a few ideas about how to 
make it more meaningful. To enhance the audio, use headphones, earbuds or a 
small Bluetooth speaker. Gather some items for a home worship space. It might 
be your coffee table or kitchen table or desk – wherever you are sitting to 
watch/participate in the Live Stream. Include a candle and matchstick so you can 
light the candle in your home when Pastor Sue lights the candle in the Sanctuary. 
The Liturgical Color for the season of Easter is WHITE. You could place some 
WHITE cloth under the candle. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either a 
hard copy that you print or a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it 
and join in the liturgy while you watch. Are the daffodils or tulips blooming in 
your garden? Put one or two in a bud vase for your home worship space. Mark 
the text beforehand in a Bible, so you can follow the reading (the text will also be 
printed in the online bulletin.) Other ideas? Take a photo of your home worship 
space and send it to sharris@firstpreshc.org.  

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:  Thanks to the Live Stream Worship Team. 
Tech Crew:  Joe, Marla, Woody  

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Clarence; and by Akua to 
the glory of God for another year of health and blessings. 

WE WELCOME NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES TODAY 
The Director of Music Ministries Search Team and WAM are thrilled to introduce 
Matt May as our Director of Music Ministries. This is his first Sunday and it’s on 
our Live Stream Worship. How about sending Matt a welcome email to 
mmay@firstpreshc.org Welcome Matt! 

ALL IN-PERSON ACTIVITIES, STUDY GROUPS, MEETINGS AND SERVICES ARE 
CANCELLED THROUGH April 30, 2020. Some groups will meet via ZOOM or other 
online apps. THE CHURCH OFFICE is currently CLOSED, and the church staff are 
working from home, but someone will be checking the building daily. The 
building is locked. Please contact the church staff via email, listed on the back of 
First Day! So, contact us if you need us, we’re here for you.  
Keep washing your hands! Stay healthy!  

FACEBOOK LIVE EVENT FOR KIDS AND THEIR GROWN-UP FRIENDS.  
Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. join Pastor Sue as she gets everything ready for Sunday 
worship. She’ll have stuff for everyone to do to get ready – maybe some art, 
maybe learn or practice a song, maybe a home scavenger hunt. Come and see. 
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GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 19, 2020 
Please pray for:  Justin, Burta, Dave, Phil, Dylan, Mil, Rose, Carol, Betty, Doris, 
Shirley, Shirley, Beth; for everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, 
Riderwood and Vantage House. 
Non-Resident Members: Frank & Betty, Vivian, Russ & Barb, Virginia  
Friends & Family:  Evan, Andrew, Rosemary, Peter, Aaron, Tim, Emily, David, 
Mary  
Recovering from Surgery:  Donna, Emma, Dan  
Bereaved:  Jeff & Natalie; Barb & Sarah; Marvin, Alice  
Care Center:  Marvin, Reva, Jim  
May the peace of Christ be with Flora and Ken, in the death of their niece Rina 
due to Covid-19, on April 15, 2020. 
Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 

 

PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
William Sloane Coffin, (June 1, 1924 – April 12, 2006) was born into a wealthy 
New York City family. He was a serious student of piano; he studied with Nadia 
Boulanger in Paris as a teen, and entered the Yale School of Sacred Music in 
1942. He left school to join the Army intelligence service during World War 2. 
After the war he returned to Yale. He joined the CIA as a case officer in 1950, 
and worked in West Germany with Russian refugees against Stalin. But he 
became disillusioned with the CIA following CIA-inspired events in Iran and 
Guatemala in 1953 and 1954, and he left to study at Yale Divinity School. He 
became a Presbyterian minister in 1956, and served as campus pastor at 
Williams College and Yale University, and then was the Pastor of Riverside 
Church in the 1980s. Coffin became one of the best known figures in opposition 
to the Vietnam War, in the civil rights movement, and the campaign for a freeze 
on nuclear weapons. He was immortalized as Rev. Sloane in the “Doonesbury” 
comic strip. Throughout his life, Coffin preached that social justice was central to 
Christianity, and that faith must be at the heart of political and intellectual life. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by 
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia 
We thank God for:   

• Christians and Muslims who have witnessed to their faith during long years 
of repression and persecution. 

We pray for: 

• Greater respect for the human rights of all the peoples living in these 
countries. 

• Just changes for those living in situations of poverty and discrimination. 

• The healing of past wrongs and distorted memories of what has occurred. 
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  

visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2020 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 First and Franklin Church in Baltimore City – Robert Hoch, Pastor 
 First Church Annapolis – Lisa Rzepka, Interim Pastor 
 First Church BelAir – Melissa Lopez, Pastor 

http://www.oikoumene.org/


WORSHIP, ART AND MUSIC NEWS 

MUSIC MINISTRY  
Handbell Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsals are cancelled until further 
notice. Questions? Contact Matt May, mmay@firstpreshc.org 

THE ALLELUIA BANNERS were created using Celtic Hand letters and filled in with 
Zentangle® and Celtic designs. The Zentangle® designs used were:  Crescent 
moon, Printtemps, Hollbaugh, Waves, Tagh, Jonzal, Chillion, Grouth, Swirls, 
Queen and King Crown, Keeko, Flukes, Web, Flying Geese, W2, Cadent, Cross 
Stich, Crufflel with Flux, Enyshou, N'Zeppel. Zentangle® is a registered trademark. 
The “Celtic Designs” were inspired by the coloring book from Studio Series by 
Peter Pauper Press. Other influences for designs came from our own artists:   
Syd, Julianna, Virginia, Evelyn, and Debbie. These include:  Chinese Brush 
painting. A quick glance of a stained glass window in a program about historic 
places in England, and grape vine leaves. There is also a 3rd Alleluia on one of the 
letter “L” written in Hebrew, keeping with the tradition of repeating the praise to 
God in the Triune fashion. Thank you to our talented and creative artists who 
gave of their time to create these beautiful banners! ALLELUIA! 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ARE CANCELLED until further notice. Check your 
email for online adult education resources. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM – with Pastor Sue 
9:30 – 11:00 a.m. We’re continuing with the story of King David in 2 Samuel. 
Please don’t come to the church! Enjoy Bible Study in the comfort of your home. 
Please email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org, if 
you would like to receive a ZOOM link. We’ll send the link out on Tuesday. 
Everyone welcome! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHURCH SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES has been CANCELLED until further notice. Keep 
an eye on your email for information about other virtual “gatherings”. 

2020 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES RECOGNITION 
First Presbyterian Church will honor High School Graduates in worship. Please 
send information about your graduate to the church office, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, and send pictures to Virginia Callegary, 
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, by Monday, May 4.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020 - Knights of North Castle 
Right now our plans for VBS on hold due to Covid-19.  
Please watch for more information. 
Monday-Friday, July 27-31, 2020 | 9:00 a.m. - Noon  
3 years (potty trained) through rising 5th graders - Cost:  $10 per child 
Please direct questions to VBS Director, Ms. Aja Turesko, at vbs@firstpershc.org 
Interested in volunteering? Contact Aja for more information. 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

SENIOR HIGHS VIA ZOOM, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
  Wednesday, May 6, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  

MID-HIGHS, SENIOR HIGHS AND PARENTS –  
Let’s stay connected through GroupMe and Remind text messages.  
Email Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org if you would like to be added 
to the text message lists. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

FACE MASKS ARE NOW MANDATORY IN MARYLAND 
On April 15, 2020 the Governor issued an executive order mandating the use of 
face coverings/masks in retail spaces and on public transit in Maryland: 
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Masks-and-
Physical-Distancing-4.15.20.pdf 
If you need a face mask, please contact the church office, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org and Caroline will tell you how to get one. 
If you would like to make face masks go to http://www.firstpreshc.org/face-
masks/ for info. 
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus. 

THE MISSION TEAM has agreed to help Grassroots with food for some of their 
residents. Grassroots recently moved 20 guests to a hotel in order to keep the 
guests safe at the Grassroots facility with appropriate spacing. We have agreed to 
help with supplemental food while they are at hotels. The cost is about  
$30 per week for each person. We know this may not be the best time with some 
folks out of work. If you can see your way clear to help in some way that would 
be great. You can use PayPal or send a check to the church made payable to First 
Presbyterian Church of Howard County, either way please indicate it is for 
“Grassroots Motel Box.” 

BOXES ARE NEEDED TO PACK FOOD FOR GRASSROOTS MOTEL BOX PROJECT 
If you have boxes, size 18.5 x 11 x 11, please leave them outside of the Lyle Buck 
Hall Doors and/or contact Woody Collins, sexton@firstpreshc.org, for pickup. 

COVID-19 TEAM – Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, 
medicines, etc. as needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org 

JUST ONE CAN … PLUS! - April:  Baby Items 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard County, 
we are asking for specific supplements to our on-going initiative called Just One 
Can. Our featured category for April is extra donation of baby items. 
Recommended items are:  Diapers, Wipes, Formula, Baby food. Keep collecting! 
If you need to bring items - plus baby items - to the church please place your 
items in the storage box by the back entrance (near the mail box), otherwise 
save it up for the next couple weeks. 
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the food-stressed of Howard County. 

COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL reports the Howard County Food Bank is open 
and helping people, but because of the increased demand, they are requesting 
online monetary donations. Click here to donate to Howard County Food Bank 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

IT’S A NEW WORLD! Virginia, Morton and Sue will be having office hours while 
we’re practicing social distancing. Office Hours are times when we are at our 
computers for emails, chats – ask for a zoom link. Looking forward to being in 
touch! 
 Tuesdays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. – Virginia 
 Wednesdays, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Sue 
 Thursdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. – Morton 

MANY CHURCH EVENTS SCHEDULED HAVE BEEN CANCELLED, some will be 
RESCHEDULED. Watch Tidings, First Day, Friday Email, and the church website, 
www.firstpreshc.org for new dates and more information concerning the 
church’s activities. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about 
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. Here are some ways we can 
continue to give: 
1. PayPal – You could contribute immediately online through PayPal. This works 

even if you do not have a PayPal account. There is a button on the church 
website. When you click the button, it will take you to a page that clearly says 
“First Presbyterian Church of Howard County:  General Giving.” 

2. Automatic payments through your regular bank account -- if your bank 
provides an automatic payment service, you could set it up to send a 
contribution to the church as a payment.  

3. U. S. Mail – This way still works! You could mail checks to First Presbyterian 
Church, 9325 Presbyterian Church, Columbia, MD 21045. Checks are delivered 
to a strong, locked mailbox on the church premises. 

4. Automatic bank drafts by completing the church’s Electronic Giving Form – 
you could fill out and return an Electronic Giving Form (available on the church 
website). Mail or bring the completed form to the church office. 
 This form gives permission for a bank draft on the account you specify, in the 
amount and frequency that you specify. www.firstpreshc.org/electronic-
giving-form-fpchc/ 

We are exploring other ways of contributing that will be safe, easy and 
convenient. Those will be included on this list as they become operational. Thank 
you for all the ways you support the Church! 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE  

TASTE OF TEQUILA/SPLASH OF CHARITY 
Thursday, May 7, 2020 
to benefit Bridges to Housing Stability 
with Lib’s Grill in Maple Lawn 

Bridges to Housing Stability invites you to a fun-filled appropriately socially 
distanced party at your house to support our foundational mission partner.  

Thursday, May 7 – pick up between 4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

$50 per person, includes a $10 donation to Bridges. 

Lib’s Grill in Maple Lawn provides the five-course take-away, complete with an 
assortment of tequila beverages. Bridges provides a video link so you can learn 
more about Bridges – and about the menu and tequilas you will be tasting. You 
provide the hungry people!  

First Presbyterian Church folks can also join our FPCHC Zoomin Tequila Party!  
Buy your ticket and then email or text Woody or Pastor Sue for details! 

FOR TICKETS:  https://bridges-to-housing-
stability.networkforgood.com/events/19354-taste-of-tequila-splash-of-charity 

TASTE OF TEQUILA, SPLASH OF CHARITY 

May 7th – PICK UP Between 4:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

$ 5 0 / P E R S O N 

[includes tax & $10 donation] 

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT BRIDGES TO HOUSING STABILITY 

PRIMERO 

Shrimp & Scallop Ceviche, Peppers, Coconut, Crispy Plantains 

Blueberry Mango Refresh 

(Fresh Mango, Espolòn Blanco, Blueberry, Lime) 

SEGUNDO 

Mini Cuban Sandwiches & Pork Tacos 

Pomme-Mezcal Mule 

(Casamigos Mezcal, Fresh Lemon, Ginger Beer, Mint) 

TERCER 

Crispy Fish Tacos, Spicy Aioli, Cabbage Slaw 

Smoked Jalap-Añejo 

(Casamigos Añejo, Agave, Fresh Lime, Muddled Jalapeño ) 

CUARTO 

Sliced Snake River Farms Filet, Mashed Avocado, Corn Relish, Salsa 

Verde 

Lib's Grill Margarita 

(Espolòn Blanco, Rhubarb-Ginger Liquor, Lime, Basil, Agave) 

QUINTO 

Patron XO Tres Leche 

(Patron XO infused milk, house-made cake) 

 

Lib's Grill Maple Lawn & Lib's Grill Perry Hall 

FOR TICKETS: http://bit.ly/totsoc 

or for more information visit: www.bridges2hs.org 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

10:30 a.m. Worship Live Streamed 
www.firstpreshc.org 

THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING BELOW 

ZOOM AND YOU TUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE: WWW.FIRSTPRESHC.ORG 

Sunday, April 19th 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

EARTH SUNDAY 
FAITH CLIMATE ACTION WEEK, APRIL 17-26 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Live Streamed 
 7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle via Zoom 

Tuesday, April 21st 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting via ZOOM 
 6:00 p.m. ZOOM Office Hours for Virginia Callegary 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting via Zoom 

Wednesday, April 22nd 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study via ZOOM 
 2:00 p.m. ZOOM Office Hours for Pastor Sue Lowcock Harris 

Thursday, April 23rd 

 1:00 p.m. ZOOM Office Hours for Pastor Morton Harris 
 2:00 p.m. Facebook Live Worship Prep with Pastor Sue 

Friday, April 24th 

FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 

Sunday, April 25th 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Live Streamed 
 7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle via Zoom 

Staff Contact Information 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor:  mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor:  sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries:  mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper:  bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woody Collins, Church Sexton:  sexton@firstpreshc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 
to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. for the June 2020 Issue #6. 
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