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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 19, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Live Stream Service 

 

GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

There is not one blade of grass, there is no color in this world 
that is not intended to make us rejoice. 

  John Calvin 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Do not be afraid:  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude Carillon John Behnke 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Creating God, your name is written on every leaf; 
Your name, O God is written on every bird, every river, 
every stone, every living being. 
We praise and worship you 
for the magnificence of your creation. 
Make us attentive to the wounds of the earth 
and willing to work for the healing of the whole creation, 
through Jesus Christ, who is risen indeed. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 247 Now the Green Blade Rises Noël Nouvelet 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Jesus, Son of Mary 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, Savior of the World, 
Make peace within us. 

Christ, King of Glory: 
Be with us and for us, wherever life takes us. 

God of everlasting life, 
we confess that we continue 
to look for the living among the dead. 
You show us that Christ is risen, 
But doubt persists in our hearts. 
You give us your peace, 
but we are not ready to receive it. 
You renew the whole creation, 
but we continue to neglect and abuse it. 
Forgive us, God of grace. 
Change the path we are on, 
show us the light of your way, 
and send us out to serve you; 
through Jesus Christ, the Risen One. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Response of Praise 590 (singing together) Hallelujah 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Psalter Lesson:  Psalm 16 

1   Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.  
2   I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord;  
          I have no good apart from you.” 
3   As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble,  
          in whom is all my delight. 
4   Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;  
          their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out  
          or take their names upon my lips. 
5   The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup;  
          you hold my lot.  
6   The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;  
          I have a goodly heritage. 
7   I bless the LORD who gives me counsel;  
          in the night also my heart instructs me.  
8   I keep the LORD always before me;  
          because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
9   Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;  
          my body also rests secure.  
10  For you do not give me up to Sheol,  
          or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
11  You show me the path of life.  
          In your presence there is fullness of joy;  
          in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Gospel Lesson:  John 20:19-31 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 
my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Peace Be With You Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) a New Testament Affirmation 

This is the good news which we have received, 
in which we stand, and by which we are saved,  
if we hold it fast: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day, 
and that he appeared first to the women, 
then to Peter, and to the Twelve, 
and then to many faithful witnesses, 
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 
Jesus Christ is the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end; 
Christ is our Lord and our God. 
Amen. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

God of resurrection: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Holy God, 
you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence 
and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. 
Bring healing to all wounds, make whole all that is broken, 
speak truth to all illusion, and shed light in every darkness, 
that all creation will see your glory and know your Christ. 
Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 249 Because You Live, O Christ Vruechten 

Continued on next page… 
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* Closing Responses 

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice! 
Let the sea roar and all that fills it! 

Let the filed exult, and everything in it! 
Let the trees of the wood sing for joy! 

For Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude  Sister M. Theophane, O.S.F. 

  Postlude-Partita on The Old One Hundredth, Variation V & VI 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  

how we are staying connected and being the church together 
in these days of social distancing. 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  The Affirmation of Faith we are saying today is a New Testament Affirmation. It references 
several passages of scripture. See:  1 Corinthians 15:1-6; Mark 16:9; Matthew 16:16; Revelation 22:13 and John 
20:28. This affirmation was first compiled and published in The Worshipbook in 1970. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Program Staff Cell Phone Numbers 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-3768 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-4305 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator, 410-292-3400 

ZOOM Office Hours for Staff 
Virginia, Morton and Sue will be having ZOOM office hours while we’re practicing social distancing. 
Stop in and say hi! Click here www.firstpreshc.org/online-office-hours.  

 Tuesdays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. – Virginia 
 Wednesdays, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Sue 
 Thursdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. – Morton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/online-office-hours

