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GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Fairy tales are more than true; not because they tell us that dragons exist,  
but because they tell us that dragons can be beaten. 

  G. K. Chesterton 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you 
As the day rises to meet the sun. 

Jesus says:  I am the resurrection and the life. 
In gratitude we praise the Giver of Life,  
the Source of our being. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude   

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

God of compassion, 
you call us out of the bindings of death 
on this our resurrection day:  
make us ready to surrender the fear which we hide 
to step into your future alive and unashamed; 
through Jesus Christ the life of the world. 
Amen. 





 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Gracious God, 
we confess that we have turned away from you, 
knowingly and unknowingly. 
We have wandered from your resurrection path. 
We have strayed from your love for all people. 
We seek peace through war. 
We abandoned the hungry, sick and dying. 
We have more faith in death 
than hope in your promise of life. 

Turn us back to you, O God. 
Raise us from despair. 
Draw near to us and set us free. 
In the abundance of your steadfast love, 
give us new hearts and right spirits. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Response of Praise (singing together) Let There Be Love and Understanding 

Let there be love and understanding among us, 
Let peace and friendship be our shelter from the storm. 

 Words of Welcome 

 

 

 

 

 



HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 A Song 

 Psalm 69 Save Me, O God John L. Bell 

Refrain: 
Save me! O God have mercy  

for the flood sweeps me away. 

1 Save me, O God, come quickly 
For the water has risen to my neck. 
Sunk in the deepest quagmire, 
I can barely stand. (Refrain) 

2 I am worn out with weeping 
and my throat is parched and sore. 
Even my eyes are weary 
as I wait for you. (Refrain) 

3 Those who, without cause, hate me 
are more than the hairs upon my head. 
Pow’rful and treach’rous people 
want to end my life. (Refrain) 

4 God, well you know I’m foolish 
and my guilt is not hidden from your sight. 
May none whose hope is in you 
lose their faith through me. (Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 A Story – The Gospel Lesson:  John 11:1-45 Page 873; pew Bible 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 

her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to 

him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 

again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 

during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who 

walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, 

“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The 

disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, 

had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 

sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was 

not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the 

Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha 

heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus 

said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 



again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 

the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who 

lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, 

Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got 

up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at 

the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 

thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus 

was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 

with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to 

weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not 

he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory 

of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 

the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When 

he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came 

out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 

said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon A Life Line Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

 



RESPOND AND SERVE 

 A Prayer (together) 

Lead me from death to life, 
from falsehood to truth; 
Lead me from despair to hope, 
from fear to trust; 
Lead me from hate to love, 
from war to peace; 
Let peace fill our heart, 
our world, our universe. 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Confession of Belhar (1986) 

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation 
is made manifest in the church  
as the community of believers 
who have been reconciled with God  
and with one another. 

We believe that the unity of the church 
must become visible so that the world may believe 
that separation, enmity, and hatred  
between people and groups 
is sin which Christ has already conquered, 
and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity 
has no place in the church and must be resisted. 
Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

God of life: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O Christ, the Master Carpenter, 
who at the last, through wood and nails, 
purchased our whole salvation, 
wield well your tools in the workshop of your world, 
so that we who come rough-hewn to your bench 
may here be fashioned to a truer beauty of your hand. 
We ask it for your own name’s sake. Amen. 

 



SEND AND BLESS 

 A Special Announcement 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 



* Closing Responses 

Choose this day whom you will serve 
We will serve the living God. 

The road is narrow that leads to life; 
We will walk the way of Christ. 

We offer more than words, O God; 
We offer you our lives. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

* Benediction 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or to 
arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 
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