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GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love the 
questions themselves like locked rooms and like books that are written 
in a very foreign tongue. 

  Rainer Maria Rilke 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you 
As the day rises to meet the sun. 

O come, let us bow down and kneel before our Maker. 
For this is the time for us to worship in spirit and truth. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude Jesus I Will Ponder Now Wilbur Held 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Lord of the wellspring, 
source of life and truth: 
Jesus asked for water 
from the hands of a woman 
in the land of the stranger;  
may he teach us to name our need 
to love our neighbor, 
and to worship you in spirit and in truth, 
through Jesus Christ, who shows us who we are. 
Amen. 

 



 



 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Lord of life, you know who we are. 
You know everything we have done. 
We thirst for things that will never satisfy us. 
We commit ourselves to things that will never last. 
We worship things that will never bring salvation. 

Still, you offer us the gift of living water. 
Still, you offer us the gift of abundant, eternal life. 
Forgive us, O God, and give us this living water, 
so that we may never thirst again. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 

 Assurance of Grace 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Response of Praise (singing together) Let There Be Love and Understanding 

Let there be love and understanding among us, 
Let peace and friendship be our shelter from the storm. 

 A Song 

 Words of Welcome 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEAR 

 A Prayer 

 Prayer for Illumination (together) 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the Life: 
Do not let us stray from you, the Way, 
nor distrust you, the Truth, 
nor rest in anything other than in you, the Life. 
Amen. 

 Psalter Lesson:   Psalm 95 (responsive) Page 479; pew Bible 

1   O come, let us sing to the LORD; 
          let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
2   Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
          let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
3   For the LORD is a great God, 
          and a great King above all gods. 
4   In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
          the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5   The sea is his, for he made it, 
          and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 

6   O come, let us worship and bow down, 
          let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
7   For he is our God, 
          and we are the people of his pasture, 
          and the sheep of his hand. 

     O that today you would listen to his voice! 
8        Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 
          as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
9   when your ancestors tested me, 
          and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 
10  For forty years I loathed that generation 
          and said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray, 
          and they do not regard my ways.” 
11  Therefore in my anger I swore, 
          “They shall not enter my rest.” 

 The Word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 



A Story – The Gospel Lesson:   John 4:5-42 

5So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was 
sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, 
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share 
things in common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, 
and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our 
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from 
it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but 
those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 
will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman 
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered 
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 
husband’ 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your 
husband. What you have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are 
a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place 
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these 
to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the 
one who is speaking to you.” 

27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a 
woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with 
her?” 28Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the 
people, 29“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be 
the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and were on their way to him. 

 



31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to 
them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one 
another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My 
food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, 
‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see 
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is 
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For 
here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 

39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
“He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed 
because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you 
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the 
Savior of the world.” 

NRSV 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

 Sermon A Place to Find Water Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

 



RESPOND AND SERVE 
* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Confession of 1967 

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world 
as God’s reconciling community. 
This community, the church universal, 
is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation 
and shares God’s labor of healing the enmities 
which separate people from God and from each other. 
Christ has called the church to this mission 
and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
The church maintains continuity  
with the apostles and with Israel 
by faithful obedience to his call. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O Christ, the Master Carpenter, 
who at the last, through wood and nails, 
purchased our whole salvation, 
wield well your tools in the workshop of your world, 
so that we who come rough-hewn to your bench 
may here be fashioned to a truer beauty of your hand. 
We ask it for your own name’s sake. Amen. 

 The Lord’s Prayer (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 

 



 



* Closing Responses 

Choose this day whom you will serve 
We will serve the living God. 

The road is narrow that leads to life; 
We will walk the way of Christ. 

We offer more than words, O God; 
We offer you our lives. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

* Benediction 

 

 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 

To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; 
to pass along a prayer request; or to arrange homebound 
Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 
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Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
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