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It’s a New Year!  

Church Highlights in 2020 

1/26 Annual Congregational Meeting 

2/3-17 Cold Weather Shelter 

2/7-9 Scholar in Residence Weekend – John Bell 

2/23 Spaghetti Luncheon & Dessert Auction 

2/25 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

2/26 Ash Wednesday Service 

3/8 In-house Chili Cook Off 

3/29 10th Annual Hotter Than Thou Chili Cook Off 

4/5 Palm Sunday—Holy Week Begins 

4/12 Easter Sunday Services & Breakfast 

6/20-27 PCUSA General Assembly in Baltimore 

Mark your calendars 

so you can attend all these important events!!! 

All are welcome! 

is now available online! 

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

http://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc.  

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Howard County to be held Sunday, January 26, 2020 immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service in the 

church sanctuary. The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to hear the report of the Session and its Ministry Areas,  

to review the terms of the Co-Pastors’ call as required by the Book of Order, to receive the Session’s annual budget 

for the church, and to transact any other business properly coming before the Congregation. 
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The 2020 Per Capita Apportionment  
The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the 

Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this amount for each 

member of the church. First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is faithful in fully paying our 

congregation’s apportionment; we put the total amount in our operating budget every year for all our 

members – this year $20,520. 

Some of our members regularly pay their “per capita” each year in addition to their regular giving. Thank 

you! Last year gifts like this paid for $4,932.69 of the $20,902 apportionment! It’s a big help to the annual 

budget.  

Wouldn’t it be great if every member of the church made an additional contribution of his or her Per Capita 

apportionment? A contribution of $36.00 from every member would mean $20,520 which could be put to 

work in other ways for our congregation’s ministries this year. 

PCUSA News 

Local Church Coordinators (LCCs) Needed for General Assembly  
Local Church Coordinators are a vital part of the presbytery’s congregational involvement in General 

Assembly (GA). The role of the Local Church Coordinator (LCC) is to make your congregation aware of the 

upcoming PC(USA) General Assembly (June 20-27, 2020) and to encourage volunteer sign up for the many 

volunteer positions available during, as well as pre and post, General Assembly.  

For the LCC position, we will need at least one person from each congregation to fill this role. 

As part of this process, and in the months leading up to General Assembly, the LCC will be provided articles, 

announcements, and information about volunteer opportunities to include in your church bulletin, website, 

and newsletter.  

Please submit the names of potential LCCs to Sonce Reese at sonce.reese@pcusa.org or Carrie Finch-Burriss 

at rev.carrie.finch@gmail.com. 

John Bell – Scholar in Residence Weekend 
February 7 – 9, 2020 

Friday night, February 7, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 

Choir Reading Session:  Songs for Lent and Easter.  

We’re inviting area church choirs to gather with John to learn a mix of choral and congregational 

songs for worship in Lent. 

Saturday morning, February 8, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Education Forum:  The Imagination as an Aid to Belief 

Saturday night, February 8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Big Sing! 

Sunday Morning Worship, February 9, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
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January 2020 Adult Church School Options 
Starting Sunday, January 6 

It’s always a good year to learn something more about faith, and explore our 

spiritual lives together. Be part of our wonderful Sunday Morning Adult 

Education Hour! Most courses last a month or two and then the options 

change, so there is always something for everyone! Everyone is invited to 

participate—young adults, middle adults, seasoned adults. 

NEW IN JANUARY 

Star of Bethlehem:  An Astronomical and Historic Perspective 

with Joel Goodman 

January 5 — Room 252 

As we approach the Epiphany, please join Dr. Joel Goodman for a presentation that explores possible 

astronomical explanations for the Star of Bethlehem. Discover documented celestial and historical 

events that took place over 2,000 years ago that prompted the Magi to come to Jerusalem. 

Joel is founder of the Celestial Searchers, a children’s astronomy club in Howard County and the 

Observatory Director of the non-profit Howard Astronomical League. Joel, a retired family dentist, also 

programs and presents planetarium shows in the NatureSphere at the Robinson Nature Center in 

Columbia and mentors middle school students participating in the Afterschool Universe and Skynet 

Junior Scholars programs. He is a NASA Solar System Ambassador and a member of the 2018 cohort of 

the Astronomy in Chile Educator Ambassadors Program.  Building on the enthusiasm displayed by his 

audiences over the past 20 years, Joel is committed to promoting and supporting astronomy and space 

education in the area. 

Conversations on Race Book Discussion 

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 

facilitated by Paula and Erin  

January 5, 12, 19 & 26 — Room 258 

Please join us as we gather to read Toni Morrison’s first novel, The Bluest Eye. 

In an interview for the National Visionary Project in 2008, Morrison spoke of her motivation for writing 

this book, stating she wanted to remind readers “how hurtful racism is” and that people are “apologetic 

about the fact that their skin [is] so dark.” 

The book offers numerous themes to explore from race, to feminism to religion and shame. 

Morrison, who died in August of 2019, was the recipient of dozens of awards and honors including the 

Nobel Prize for Literature in 1993.  
(continued on page  4) 

 

 

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE 

is available at the Wake-Up Station on 

the second floor across from the Parlor. 

Get a cup of coffee and head to class! 

Please return the cups to the drop off 

bins. Enjoy! 



 

 

Student Ministry Events  
January 2020 

Saturday, January 4, 2020 

 Senior High Snow Ball 

 6:00 – 11:00 p.m. 

 No dates; No new dresses or jackets; 

Everyone dances with everyone!  

You must dress up! 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

 Confirmation Class, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

 Mid-High Dinner, 5th—8th Graders 

  6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 

 Senior High Fellowship & Dinner 

 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 

 Confirmation Class, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Thursday, January 23 & 30, 2020 

 Confirmation Class, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
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From Christ to Constantine and a Bit Beyond:   

A Look at the Early Christians  

with Bill  

January 12 to March 29—Room 252 

January 12:  Anywhere but Rome! 

January 19:  Will the Real Caesar Please Stand Up?  

January 26:  The Rise of Paganism? 

February 2:  Paul, I choose You! 

February 9:  The rise of the Jewish Communists 

February 16:  The Gospel according to Judas? 

February 23:  Superstitious Lion Chow 

March 1:  What’s Plato got to do with it? 

March 8:  Constantine holds a meeting 

March 15:  Actually the ancient Germans were  
Arians not Aryans. 

March 22:  Mom goes on a Holiday. 

March 29:  What just happened? 

CONTINUING ALL YEAR 

The Bible in Depth – Isaiah—facilitated by Doyle  

Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time – 

Clark Parlor  

This lively conversational study is reading through the 

Old Testament. 

All are invited to jump right in! 

Games & Conversations - post-high-school, college, & 

post-college young adults 

Facilitated by Brian & Ann - Room 205 

Come join other post-high-school, college, and  

post-college young adults for a time of fellowship, 

conversations, and board games as we navigate the 

perils of being an adult!  

Adult Church School 
(continued from page  3) 

Spaghetti Lunch  
and Auction 

The annual Youth Ministry Spaghetti 

Lunch and Auction this year will be 

Sunday, February 23, 2020, immediately 

after the 10:30 a.m. service. Can you help 

the youth prepare by donating gift 

certificates, getaways, a round of golf, 

tickets, or services? Could you stop by 

your favorite shop or restaurant to ask for 

a donation? Last year’s auction was very 

successful because of the congregation's 

generosity, and the youth and their 

parents very much appreciate your 

support. If you can donate auction items 

this year, please contact Virginia 

Callegary, DCE. 



 

 

Mid & Senior Highs Looking Ahead... 
Sunday, February 2, 2020 

 Souper Bowl of Caring—at both services 

 The youth will collect money on Super Bowl Sunday for the Souper Bowl of Caring.  

The money will benefit Grassroots/Cold Weather Shelter. 

 Senior High Super Bowl Party 

 6:00 p.m.—Please join us at the home of Kellianne & Joanna 

 Pick up at the end of the game 

Mark your calendars so you can attend! 

VBS Save-the-Date! July 27-31, 2020 
In the midst of the winter weather, summer might seem far away. But, it’s never too 

early to start planning! Mark your calendars for the 2020 Vacation Bible School at First 

Presbyterian during the week of July 27-31, 2020. And, please prayerfully consider what 

role you might play in supporting the program. We are looking for  

co-directors, teachers, teen helpers, and volunteers to help with general support.  

Talk to Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, if you have any 

questions. 

Deacons and the Mitten Tree 
The Deacons are asking for donations of new or very gently used hats, 

gloves, mittens, scarves, and warm socks for children and adults. These will 

be distributed to the less fortunate in our community. The collection runs 

from January 5, 2020 through February 2, 2020. The Mitten Tree will be 

located in the Upper Commons.  

Questions? Contact the church office. 
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More Christian Education News 

Bridges at Main Event 
Come Join us for a FUN-FILLED Fundraiser! Bridges and Main Event are coming together to raise awareness 

about homelessness within our community. On Sunday, January 12th from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m., Bridges will be at 

Main Event and we hope you will join us! This will be an evening of great fun which will also support a great 

cause! Main Event will donate 20% of any arcade game, food, non-alcoholic beverage, activity, or gift card 

purchase made between 5 and 8 pm to Bridges. The only thing supporters need to do is drop their receipt to 

Bridges’ table before leaving! Please spread the word about this event to further support Bridges. 

Visit www.bridges2hs.org for more information. We hope to see you there! 
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The Green Page 

The Merriam Webster Dictionary defines a tipping point as “the critical point in a situation, process, or 

system beyond which a significant and often unstoppable effect or change takes place”. The 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change defines a tipping point for climate change as an irreversible 

change in the climate system. It states that the precise levels of climate change sufficient to trigger a tipping 

point remain uncertain, but that the risk associated with crossing multiple tipping points increases with rising 

temperature. Potential tipping points have been identified in the physical climate system and in impacted 

ecosystems. Some tipping points, like the collapse of ecosystems, are irreversible. The speed of tipping point 

feedbacks is a critical concern, and the geologic record often fails to provide clarity as to whether past 

(Continued on page 7) 

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly 
necessary as well as more attractive and satisfying. This "Green Page" will 
look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider and 
steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor 
God's amazing creation. 

Tipping Points 

THE EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY 
Eleventh Season 

A Community of Listening, Learning and Acting 

Sunday afternoon, January 12, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
Earth Forum joins with Interfaith Power and Light & Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake 

for our annual 

Maryland Legislative Briefing 
Learn how your community can advocate for legislation that promotes clean air, clean water, and 
environmental justice. Participants will hear from issue experts about priority legislation, why it’s important 
for Maryland, and how, as people of faith, we can be advocates from a moral and religious perspective.  

We’ll discuss legislation that seeks: 
•  to address our climate crisis with justice and equity  

(Coal Community Transition, Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act) 
•  to keep our waterways clean (Plastic Bag Ban) 
•  to protect farm workers, children, and the unborn from a dangerous pesticide (Chlorpyrifos Ban) 
•  to protect and expand local forest conservation laws 
 to enshrine the right to a healthy environment (Healthy Green Maryland Amendment) 

After the briefing, we will break out into groups  
to discuss how to engage in advocacy during the legislative session. 

The Earth Forum is open to all interested persons, and is free. 

Childcare is provided for infants and toddlers—call 410-730-3545 for more information. 

Contact earthforum@firstpreshc.org 

See us on Facebook or See www.facebook.com/EarthForumHowardCounty 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County, 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 

Join us at the Earth Forum! 
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Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to 

Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  
Here are some upcoming events: 

 Sunday, January 5, 2020—Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Ruth Circle, in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Sunday, January 12, 2020—Movie & Light Lunch  

 Sunday, January 19, 2020—Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Deacons, in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Sunday, January 26, 2020—Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

 Everyone is invited every week following the 10:30 a.m. service! See you there! 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Hold the Date for the Chili Cook Off 
Bridges to Housing Stability 10th Annual “Hotter than Thou” Chili Cook Off 
 Sunday, March 29, 2020 at Dar Al-Taqwa Islamic Center, 12:30—3:00 p.m. 
 The Chili Cook Off provides critical funds to support Bridges to Housing Stability  
 programs to help people on the verge of homelessness find and keep stable housing. 
 Guests will also have the chance to support Bridges by participating in our silent auction.  

 Woody Collins is the Coordinator for First Presbyterian Church. 

In-house Chili Tasting at First Presbyterian 
 Get your chili recipes ready for the In-house Chili Cook Off at First Presbyterian on Sunday, March 8, 2020 

temperature changes have taken only a few decades or many millennia of time. Some individual feedbacks 

may be strong enough to trigger tipping points on their own, creating a cascade of changes in the Earth’s 

ecology. Ice loss in Antarctica and Greenland will significantly alter ocean circulation, reducing rainfall over 

the Amazon basin, thus affecting the monsoon systems in Asia and West Africa, and triggering drought in 

these areas. And bringing the resulting warm waters into the Southern Ocean will further destabilize ice in 

Antarctica, unleashing an acceleration in a further global sea level rise. Sustained warming of the northern 

high latitudes as a result could also cause tipping in that region, including permafrost degradation. The loss of 

the reflecting ice shields in the Arctic and Antarctic and Greenland will also create a powerful feedback loop, 

leading to ever higher temperatures. If the climate tips into a hothouse Earth scenario, scientists warn of 

food and water shortages, hundreds of millions of people being displaced by rising sea levels, and 

widespread unhealthy and unlivable conditions. 

Some scientists assume that tipping points, caused by effects such as the loss of the Greenland and Antarctic 

ice shields, are of low probability. However, many scientists, while acknowledging that some uncertainty 

remains, say that the potential damage from cascading tipping points is so great, and the time to act so 

short, that to err on the side of danger is not a responsible option. 

~Jeff  

The Green Page:  Tipping Points (Continued from page 6) 
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Cold Weather Shelter 
Monday, February 3 through 
Monday, February 17, 2020 

The Cold Weather Shelter is coming to our church house in 

February! This is a moveable shelter sponsored by 

Grassroots Crisis Center, Howard County Government and 

16 religious congregations. Approximately 24 people from 

newborn to senior citizen are sheltered and fed from 

November through March. They will be with us from 

Monday, February 3rd through Monday, February 17th.  

We are the only congregation that hosts them for 2 weeks 

(others are 1 week). It takes our whole village to pull this 

off! We need folks to be here in the evenings, stay 

overnight, prepare dinner, stay here in the event of snow, 

do laundry and clean the shelter area. Setup for the 

Shelter will be Sunday, February 2nd at 11:30 a.m. There is 

a sign up sheet and more detailed information in the 

Lower Commons. For ANY questions, contact the church 

office.  

The following items are being requested for donation by 

Grassroots:  

● Washcloths  

● Deodorant 

● Shaving cream—travel size only 

● Razors  

● Hand cream  

● Lip balm  

● Foot powder 

● Pocket packs of tissues  

● Cold medications WITHOUT alcohol 

● Cough drops 

● Breathe Rite Strips 

● Hand sanitizer (large and small containers) 

● Room deodorizers 

● Toothpaste (travel size only) 

● Toothbrushes 

Please place items in the box in the Lower Commons by 

the sign up board.  

Mission Opportunities 

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS! 

January — Double Up 

The Board of Deacons’ wants to increase our 

church’s food donations in January to battle 

back against hunger in Howard County. 

Winter is here in earnest and too many of 

our neighbors are choosing between food 

and fuel. Let’s redouble our efforts this 

month—give not just one can but two or 

more. Demonstrate in a very tangible way 

that the joy of giving isn’t just for a specific 

date on the calendar. 

These are the most requested items from the 

Howard County Food Bank: 

○ Baby Foods 

○ Beans—Dried or Canned 

○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken 

○ Canned Soups 

○ Cereal 

○ Evaporated Milk 

○ Oatmeal 

○ Pasta 

○ Peanut Butter 

○ Rice 

○ Spaghetti Sauce 

○ Infant Formula 

○ Baby & Toddler Foods 

Please leave your contribution in the wooden 

“Just One Can” bin in the Upper Commons. 

As always, the generous support of the 

congregation is greatly appreciated. 

Please do NOT donate any towels, sheets, pillowcases, 

clothes, including coats, or hotel size toiletries. 
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Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Dinner 

Ruth Circle thanks everyone who donated books for the Head Start kids!  
All 38 children got 3-5 new books,  

and a nice pile of used books were given out at the FIRN Christmas party. 
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Children’s Books 

Presbyterian Women are Reaching 

College Care Packages 
Ruth Circle will be sending care packages to college students on Sunday, January 26, 2020. 

If you would like for your college-age student to receive a package, please email 

churchoffice@firstpreshc.org to be sure that we have their correct mailing address by Wednesday, January 

22. Donations of items for the packages can be dropped off in the box in the Lower Commons until 

Sunday, January 26. Donations for postage can be dropped off in the church office. The cost is $15.00, send 

payment to Caroline Smith - by check made out to “First Presbyterian of Howard County,” or cash. 

All can participate! Please consider giving one of the following items for the care packages for our young 

adults:  candy, post-its, pens, microwave popcorn, snack-pack cookies, fruit gummies, peanut butter 

crackers, purse-sized tissues, granola bars, poptarts, hot chocolate, tea or coffee packets, or other small 

snack foods or school supplies. If you would like to donate gift cards to Starbucks, Target, etc. to include in 

the packages, please contact the church office to arrange delivery. If you have any other questions, 

contact the church office. Thank you so much for your donations! 
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The NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now accepting 

suggestions for leaders to be elected in the coming 

year to serve the church. We need members willing 

to serve as Elders, Youth Elder, Deacons,  

Youth Deacon, Pastor-Parish-Personnel Committee 

Members, Nominating Committee Members  

(for next year), and a Financial Secretary. 

This is an open, but confidential nominating process 

whereby the NOMINATING COMMITTEE will present 

a slate of recommended leaders to the Congregation 

for vote in April. All suggestions for leaders are to be 

submitted to the NOMINATING COMMITTEE directly 

and it is the NOMINATING COMMITTEE’s 

responsibility to speak with potential candidates. 

Members of the congregation should not ask 

someone to serve. 

 

Suggestions for leaders can be: 

1. Emailed directly to the NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE, NomCom@firstpres.org  

2. Suggested by filling out the form below, placing 

it in a sealed envelope marked NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE, and mailing it to the church office 

or placing it in church mailbox 102.  

3. Contacting a NOMINATING COMMITTTEE 

member directly. 

This year’s NOMINATING COMMITTEE consists of: 

Estelene (Elder, Chair), Margot (Elder), David 

(Deacon), Emmanuel , Jon , Phil , Brian (Members-

at-Large), and Morton Harris, ex-officio and  

Sue Lowcock Harris, ex-officio. 

THANK YOU for your suggestions! 

A Word from our Nominating Committee 

SUGGESTED CHURCH LEADER CANDIDATE 

 Candidate Name ______________________________ 

 Suggested by _________________________________ 

 NOTE: If you have the desire to serve as a church leader, you can suggest 
yourself. 

 Position Suggested For: 

    ANY 

   ELDER 

   DEACON 

   PASTOR-PARISH-PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

   NOMINATING COMMITTEE (next year) 

   FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

THANK YOU! 
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A Note from the Nominating Committee 
Your Nominating Committee would like you to know how Elders and Deacons (who must be formal 
members of the congregation) are chosen. In the PCUSA, each congregation is run by Ruling Elders.  
We have 19 Elders with 6 elected each year who then serve for 3 years, plus a youth elder who serves for 1 
year. Each Elder serves on one of 5 committees: Worship, Arts, and Music (WAM); Christian Education; 
Mission; Strengthening the Church; and Discipleship and Caring Ministries. These committees make 
essential decisions that guide the current and future direction of our church.  

Deacons serve to care for the congregation. We have 16 Deacons with 5 elected each year who then serve 
for 3 years plus a youth deacon who serves for 1 year. The Deacons visit and keep in touch with 
homebound members and those needing extra care, administer the Compassion Fund, do coffee hours, 
and manage the Just One Can project, the School Supply Drive, Thanksgiving Baskets, Christmas Stockings, 
and the Mitten Tree collection.  

Elder and Deacon candidates are chosen by the Nominating Committee and then elected to office by the 

congregation and are ordained and installed in June. If asked to serve, please prayerfully consider these 

ministries. If you would like to nominate yourself or someone else, please talk to the pastors or Estelene or 

Margot.  

Christian Education Ministry Area News 

Question to the Congregation 
Each time a child is baptized, an elder asks this question of the congregation: 

Do you, on behalf of the whole Christian Church, 

promise to guide and nurture [this child] 

by word and deed, 

with love and prayer, 

and will you encourage her/him as she/he grows up 

to know and follow in the way of Christ, 

and to be a faithful member of Christ’s church? 

In addition to offering your prayers and being good role models for our children and youth, you can find 

many opportunities to volunteer—to teach, to chaperone trips, to support our youth fundraisers. 

One particular area of need as we begin the new year is for volunteers on Sunday mornings to assist in 

the children’s classes and the Nursery. The time commitment is minimal:  an hour on a Sunday morning.  

If you can help nurture our children in this way, please sign up by going to the church home page at 

http://firstpreshc.org and clicking on “Nursery and Godly Play Volunteers” or  

“Ark Sunday School Volunteers.” 

Thank you!! 
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Sanctuary Flowers for 2020 
Would you like to help put flowers in the 

Sanctuary? 

There are two ways you can help… 

1. If you want to give money… 

 Look at the Flower Chart on the window 

of the Church Office 

 Choose a Sunday and sign up.  

(there is a limit of two arrangements  

each week) 

 You will be contacted for the dedication 

information for your flowers. 

 The donation is $35.00. 

2. If you want to give time… 

 You can be a flower arranger. 

 Contact Jan Agazio or the Church Office. 

 You can sign up for as many Sundays as 

you like. 

 On Saturday you will obtain flowers  

(the church has an account at The 

Flower Basket). 

 Arrange the flowers using the vases in 

the kitchenette in Lyle Buck Hall. 

 Place the flowers on the flower shelf in 

the sanctuary. 

You can do both!  

Contact the church office. 

Session Meetings 2020 
4th Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted);  

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

2020:   January 21, February 25, Thursday, March 26,  

April 28, May 26, June 30, August 25 

Coordinating Council Meetings:  

Wednesdays, January 8 & 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

Per Capita Apportionment for 2019 

Total Number of Contributions  

Received as of December 31, 2019  

Total Number = 93  Amount = $4,932.69 

Thank you! 
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Tidings February 2020 Issue 2  

 

 

is Thursday, January 16th 

To be mailed Friday, January 31st 

Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date with your  

current home and email address 

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and save some 

trees and money! Thank you to many 

who have signed up already!  

Send your email address to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

SNOW AND SEVERE WEATHER POLICY:  

In the event of snow, ice or other severe 

weather, on Sundays, the Home Page of the 

church website, and the church answering 

machine will have a special message to inform 

you whether worship services or other 

activities have been changed or canceled. The 

decision will be made by 6:30 a.m. with a goal 

to notify the radio stations (WBAL Radio and 

WJZ TV) and to put a message on the church 

answering machine and church website, 

www.firstpreshc.org by 7:00 a.m. Call the 

church office at 410-730-3545 for updated 

messages. 

The Church Office and Building will be closed 

on Monday, January 20, 2020  

 in observance of  

Help Needed 
Volunteers are needed to help clean bathrooms, vacuum, 

help with kitchen events, open and close building, and 

numerous other duties January 11-18, 2020.  

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545, if you are 

available to help. Thank you in advance! 

Thank You Note 
Dear Staff & Congregation of First Presbyterian Church, 

During a time like this we realize how much our friends 

and relatives really mean to us. Your expression of 

sympathy will always be remembered. 

With Love, Jimmy’s Family 

De-Greening the Sanctuary 
Saturday, January 11, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. 

Come for a fun morning to take down 

Christmas decorations with your church 

family! 



 

 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 
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Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Of Howard County 
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The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, January 16, 2020 by 9:00 a.m. for February 2020 Issue 2 

email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

January 2020 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 

9:30 a.m. — Church School – The Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour 

January 5 
Epiphany Sunday | Communion 
Isaiah 60:1-6 & Matthew 2:1-12 

Epiphany 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

January 12 
Baptism of Christ 

Isaiah 42:1-9 & Matthew 3:13-17 
Justice Should Not Be A Surprise 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

January 19 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 49:1-7 & John 1:29-42 
What Are You Looking For? 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

January 26 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Annual Congregational Meeting at 11:30 
Isaiah 9:1-4 & Matthew 4:12-23 

A Sanctuary and a Light 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 


