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The Woodland Chapel to the south of the church building is a lovely component 

of our overall church property. Nestled in a grove of poplar trees, the Chapel has 

seating for about 120, an open fire pit, and a standing cross. The Chapel sits in 

the hub of a group of meditative paths, benches, gardens and the labyrinth. 

The Woodland Chapel has been the scene for weddings, Easter Sunrise Services, 

youth group meetings, Maundy Thursday prayer, family S’mores-making, and 

Cub Scouts learning to make their first fire. 

Because of its natural surroundings, the Woodland Chapel is in nearly constant 

need of maintenance and upkeep. Branches and leaves fall from the trees. 

Growing things soon cover any open space. Wood decays. Running water moves 

dirt and rocks away from where they were. An industrious groundhog has made 

a big mound near one edge. 

We will soon begin a major renovation of the central Chapel area, including a 

redesign of the layout. Benches will be removed and replaced, this time with a 

center-aisle. The fire pit will be relocated and improved, as will the cross. A front 

landing area to serve as sort of a “stage” or “chancel” will be included.  

The Woodland Chapel was first constructed in the 1970s during Lyle Buck’s 

tenure as pastor, when Brandon of Troop 361 built benches and a stone 

communion table for his Eagle Scout project. Though the Communion Table has 

disintegrated in the 40 years since, the stones from that original table were used 

to fashion the fire pit.  

In the late 1980s or early 90s, Brett, also of Troop 361 (but no relation to 

Brandon), refurbished some of the benches. Under the supervision of Woody 

Collins and the Session, later Scouts added or improved the site.  
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Continues through 

September 1, 2019 

9:00 a.m. 

First Worship 
Thirty good minutes  

especially friendly  

for families with  

young children.  

Everyone is welcome! 

10:00 a.m. 

Summer Worship 
All summer we explore the best 

of First Presbyterian’s 

worshipping tradition!  

It’s a gathering of the whole 

church to glorify God and  

enjoy God together. 

Childcare available  

at both services 

An Offering of Flowers 

Summertime gardens are full of beautiful flowers -  

the fruits of our gardens. Let’s share the beauty of God’s world 

in worship on Sunday! Borrowing from a worship tradition in 

Trinidad, this summer there are two more special days for you to share 

floral offerings from your own gardens.  

On Sundays, July 14 and August 11 you are invited to bring flowers cut 

from your own gardens to worship. Bring your flowers, in a vase of your 

own choice, to the sanctuary 15 minutes before the service you plan to 

attend (either 9:00 or 10:00 a.m.). Please write your name on the 

bottom of your vase on masking or painters tape, so that you are sure 

not to lose it.  

If you can donate your flowers to the Deacons’ flower ministry, please 

let the Deacon-of-the-day know, and she or he will transfer your flowers 

to a church vase following worship for delivery.  

We can use as many arrangements as everyone can bring. You can bring 

two or three blooms in a bud vase, or an arrangement. Any size, any 

color combination, any shape – let’s just enjoy the bounty of God’s earth 

this summer with an offering of fruits and flowers from the garden! 

Worship, Art & Music (WAM) 
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August 4 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 
Colossians 3:1-11 & Luke 12:13-21 

The One About Poor Asset Management 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

August 11 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Colossians 3:12-17 & Luke 12:32-40 
The One About the Amazing Purse 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

August 18 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 5:1-7 & Luke 13:18-21 
The One About Secret Ingredients 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

 

 

August 25 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 58:9b-14 & Luke 13:10-17 
The One About Crumbling Infrastructure 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

September 1 
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 
Last Sunday of Summer Schedule 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 & Luke 14:1, 7-24 

The One About the Dinner Party 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

August 2019 Sunday Morning Worship 
9:00 a.m. — First Worship 10:00 a.m. — Summer Worship 

For July 2019 Worship Information  
see back page 

GOOD STORIES 



 

 

Akwaaba Sunday Flowers 
Help decorate the sanctuary for Akwaaba Sunday, September 8, 2019, with some beautiful fall pansies in 

various colors! In August, order forms will be available at the Welcome Desk and in the bulletins.  

The cost is $4.00 each for a 4 inch pot.  

The deadline for ordering is Sunday, August 25.  

If you have any questions, please contact the church office, 401-730-3545 x10. 

WAM News (Continued) 
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WAM Wants you to remember... 

The Fall Worship Schedule starts with Akwaaba! 
Beginning on September 8, 2019, the Sunday morning schedule will be: 

 8:30 a.m.  Worship 

 9:30 a.m.  Education Hour 

 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour with Ministry Fair 

Mark your calendars—paper and electronic—so you will be ready in the Fall! See you in Church! 

Summer Art Project – A Mosaic of Color! 
Come let your artistic light shine! Join in the fun and help create a mosaic of color. Your watercolor creation 
will be part of a larger Celtic cross mosaic to be hung for all to enjoy. 

Who: Everyone! Young or old, artistically talented or not! 

What: Create your own page of color using watercolor creams (samples to inspire will be available.)  

When and where:  Sundays, July 14 and July 28 at 11:00 during Lemonade on the Lawn – come either 
time… or both! Located next to the lemonade station. 



 

 

Tid ings  

Fellowship Opportunities 
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Discipleship and Caring Ministries  
LOL is the name! Not Laugh Out Loud but Lemonade on the Lawn! 

LOL is looking for people to help out on Sunday mornings in the summer. 

What does it involve you ask? Here are the details: 

Set Up—Woody will have the beverages and table set up outside (or in Branch 

Hall if raining). 

Bring up from kitchen (on cart with rollers) cups, napkins and any extra snacks/cookies from kitchen 

(shelves on the left as soon as you enter kitchen). Bring a few things of your own if you like—fruit is always 

a good idea, or something besides our store-bought cookies and pretzels. Also stop in Lower Commons to 

pick up sign-up sheet and LOL poster and container of jokes. Pick a new joke for this week and put on 

poster. People at LOL will submit new jokes for next week. 

Set up food and be ready to serve from 9:25 to about 9:50. Greet people as they arrive. Cover snacks when 

you are done. 

Clean up—Leave service about 10 minutes early; be ready to serve snacks at 11:00 a.m. 

Stay until 11:30 a.m. Then help Woody bring food/supplies back to kitchen.  

Return LOL poster; sign-up sheet & joke container to Lower Commons.  

This One Time and You’re Done job requires only about 45 minutes before and 45 minutes after the  

10:00 a.m. Summer service. You can sign up in the Lower Commons or at Lemonade on the Lawn. 

EVERYONE REMEMBER TO ADD A JOKE TO THE LOL PITCHER!  

Yours might be selected to be on display one Sunday! 

Grab Your Float! 
When the last of summer is floating away...... after the 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

services on August 25, join us outside for a Root Beer Float. To remember the event, 

say this five times:  Sweet Creamy Cold sucked up by a straw.  

Sunday, August 25, 2019—Root Beer Floats! Come join us for this sweet treat to 

celebrate the summer season! 



 

 

Davey Winyall added benches and built the bridge over the dry creek.  

Tom Rentkiewicz also worked on the benches. Brian Sivo extended the 

path and built some more benches along the path. Robert Hopkins, Jay 

Blasko and Eric Saunders worked on the dry creek bed, as did other 

Scouts not of this church. Jimmy Andrews added a butterfly garden and 

another sitting area. Adam Claus built the labyrinth. Jason Shupe built the 

original volleyball court, and years later, Chris Fazzari built the gaga pit in 

the same location. The Earth Forum Committee has added beautiful 

demonstration gardens of native plant species and redbud trees. 

We are grateful to all the people through the years who have worked to 

make this lovely place such a valuable, treasured location for the church’s 

enjoyment, worship and spiritual practice. In the coming months, when 

you see activity in the chapel:  please take a stroll down there to see 

what’s happening this time! 

Yours, 

Morton 

(Continued from page 1) 
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SUMMER BIG READ 
Every summer Pastor Sue chooses a book or two for everyone to read together over the summer. This 

summer, Sue invites you to read books about the situation in modern-day Israel. We’ll meet several times 

over the summer months to talk together about the books.  

The first book is: 

Chosen? Reading the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, by Walter Brueggmann. (2015: Westmin-

ster John Knox.) In four brief chapters, Brueggemann, a renown Biblical scholar, invites us into conversa-

tion about the Bible, chosenness, the land itself and Zionism. We’ll discuss this book at our meeting in June 

and July. 

A good follow-up book is: 

Faith in the Face of Empire, by Mitri Rahab. (2014: Orbis Books.) Rahab is a Palestinian Christian, Pastor of 

the Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem, and President of the Diyar Consortium, an ecumenical group 

serving the Palestinian community. He is the most widely published Palestinian theologian to date. This is 

his foundational book. We will talk about this book in August. 

These books are available from Amazon and Barnes and Noble. 

Big Read-ers gather at 11:15 a.m. on Sundays:  July 14, July 28, August TBA. 

The Woodland Chapel 



 

 

Page 6  Tid ings  Ju ly/August  2019  

Christian Education 

TAKE OUT CHURCH! 
We try to remember that God goes with us wherever we go but 

sometimes that isn’t so easy. Pick up a “Take Out Church” box from the 

Welcome Center before your vacation to help you stay connected with 

God and your church while you are away.  

The take out church pizza boxes are for families with children or youth 

and contain individual and family activities, prayers, games, and a cool 

family devotional. Pick one up and take First Presbyterian Church on 

vacation with you this summer! 

VBS Volunteer Meeting 

Sunday July 7, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. 

All adult volunteers are encouraged to attend this VBS kick-off meeting. Receive class lists, lesson plans, 

see examples, learn about this year’s mission and more. *Yummy lunch will be provided.*  

If you have any questions please contact vbs@firstpreshc.org 

Vacation Bible School 2019! 
Who Is My Neighbor? Learning to Love Like Jesus 
Monday-Friday, July 22-26, 2019  

from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Registration has been closed early  

because we do not have enough volunteers. 

Please direct questions to VBS Director,  

at vbs@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in volunteering? Email vbs@firstpreshc.org 

Adult Summer Devotional 
This year we are offering an adult study journal devotional for the 

summer called Unraveled:  Seeking God When Our Plans Fall Apart. 

Pick up a copy from the Welcome Center or contact Virginia Callegary 

and she will mail you a copy. You’re also invited to join the church’s Facebook devotional discussion group. 

Starting in July the group will be working its way through one story per week.  

Visit http://firstpreshc.org/unraveled/ for more information and a link to the Facebook group. 
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Who Is My Neighbor? 

Author: Amy-Jill Levine and Sandy Eisenberg Sasso 
Illustrator: Denise Turu 
Publication Date: January 22, 2019 
Audience: Ages 4-8 

In a retelling of the Parable of the Good Samaritan, two communities, 

the Blues and the Yellows, consider themselves enemies. For years 

they have warned their children not to go near anyone in the other 

town, because, “They are not our neighbors.” One day Midnight Blue 

falls while riding his bike. Both Navy Blue and Powder Blue pass him by 

without helping. Only Lemon Yellow overcomes her initial fear and 

gives Midnight a ride to her doctor and makes sure that he is cared for. 

When the two children later tell their respective clans about what has 

happened, the grown-ups open their imaginations to the possibility of 

friendship with the Other, too.  

(summary from Storypath:  https://storypath.upsem.edu) 

When God Was a Little Girl 
Author: David R. Weiss 
Illustrator: Joan Lindeman 
Publication Date: January 1, 2015 
Audience: Ages 4-7 

“Tell me a story, Daddy … about when God was a little 

girl.” Susanna’s playful request begins a whimsically 

profound tale woven between father and daughter. 

Together they retell the familiar story of creation, but 

with unexpected twists and insightful turns along the 

way. The exuberant joy of God’s creative energy 

sparkles in this tale that honors both interconnection 

and diversity. Between the gentle wisdom in the text 

and the beautiful paintings that accompany it, you may 

never think about God, creation, or yourself in quite 

the same way.  

(Summary from https://whengodwasalittlegirl.com/) 

New Children’s Books in the Church Library! 
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Mission News 

Summer Camps, Conferences & Mission Trips 
Tuesday, July 16- Friday, July 19 

 Massanetta Mid-High Conference, Harrisonburg, VA 

Monday, July 15 - Saturday, July 20 

 Presbyterian Youth Triennium - Senior Highs, at Purdue University, Indiana 

Please keep our youth and their leaders in your prayers as they travel  

to the various camps, conferences and mission trips this summer! 

Thank you! 

On behalf of the Franciscan Center in 

Baltimore, Blessing thanks everyone who 

donated items to the Clothing Drive. It 

was appreciated by all! 

Children’s Water Day 
Sunday, August 11, 2019 at 11:15 a.m. 

Meet outside by Lemonade on the Lawn. 

Activities for preschool and elementary-aged children. 

Wear clothes that can get wet and bring a towel. 

For safety reasons children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Sunset of the Backpack Project 
With the consent of the Session, the Mission Committee 

decided to conclude the backpack project. The backpack 

project served its purpose for many years as a youth-led 

mission project for Head Start. In recent years, few 

youth were participating and the cost had grown past 

what could be supported by the Mission budget.  

We distributed the remainder of the funds in the 

backpack fund at Easter time by giving a $50 gift card 

(along with a note from the church) to each of the  

38 students in Head Start. 

The end of this project allows us to focus our efforts and 

resources on other local mission opportunities, such as 

work with FIRN, Bridges to Housing Stability, and 

Grassroots. We encourage anyone with a heart for 

mission to contact the Mission Committee to find ways 

in which you may contribute. 
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JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!! - July - Personal Dignity 

As part of the Board of Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard 

County, our featured donation for July is PERSONAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS. 

Hygiene Products??? What do they have to do with Hunger? Food Stamps do not 

cover cleaning and hygiene products so your donations will free up cash that people 

can use for food and other necessities. The day-to-day struggle for food is hard 

enough without having to worry about the simple dignity of personal cleanliness.  

Recommended items:  shampoo, deodorant, disposable razors, toothpaste, bar soap, 

detergent. 

Deacons Annual School Supply Drive 

The Deacons will be collecting school supplies for the Running Brook Elementary School and Prepare for 
Success from Sunday, July 28 through Sunday, September 1. Please bring your donations to the Collections 
Center located in the Lower Commons. Look for the bins marked “School Supplies.” 

Many thanks to all who helped last year! Your help with this Ministry is greatly appreciated.  
Start looking for those sales! Please email contact the church office with any questions.  

Needed items are: 
 Backpacks 
 Notebooks (wide rule only) 
 Wide Rule Notebook Paper 
 #2 Pencils 
 Safety Scissors 
 Glue Sticks 
 Highlighters 
 Rulers 
 Pencil Boxes 
 Binders (1 inch wide, 3 ring) 
 Crayons- Boxes of 24 
 Markers- 8pk Thin & 8pk Thick 

 Colored Pencils- 12 pack 
 Marble Composition Notebooks (wide rule) 
 Dividers 
 Ziploc Bags- Gallon & Sandwich 
 Spiral Notebooks (wide rule only) 
 Pocket Folders (with and without fasteners) 
 Large Pink Erasers 
 Pencil Top Erasers 
 Facial Tissue 
 Index Cards 
 Sticky Notes 
 Fifth Grade items:   
 Protractors and Expand-A-File 
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The Green Page 

Earth Forum of Howard County—2019-2020 
Third Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

2019:  September 22 and November 17 

2020:  January 19, February 16, March 15  

Mark your calendar and join us for the Earth Forum! 

Climate Change and Health 
Climate change is a significant threat to the health of the American people. It influences human health and 

disease in numerous ways, affecting our water, the air we breathe, and the weather. Wildfires:  Climate 

change is increasing the frequency of wildfires in the United States, because of longer periods of record high 

temperatures and drought. Air pollution:  In addition to increased pollution from wildfires, climate change is 

projected to increase ground-level ozone and other air pollution, which are associated with many health 

problems, including asthma, bronchitis, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and respiratory infections.  

Allergens:  Climate change, resulting in more frost-free days and warmer seasonal air temperatures, can 

contribute to shifts in flowering time and pollen from allergenic plant species.  Resulting higher pollen 

concentrations and longer pollen seasons can increase sensitivity to allergies and episodes of asthma.  

Temperature Extremes:  There is a long history of deaths resulting from heat stroke, due to cardiovascular 

disease and respiratory disease. However, an increase of tens of thousands of premature heat-related 

deaths each year is projected by the end of the century due to climate change. Vector-borne diseases:  

Vectors such as mosquitoes, ticks, and fleas can carry viruses and bacteria. The timing, distribution, and 

prevalence of vector-borne diseases are influenced significantly by climate factors, including high and low 

temperature extremes. Mental illness:  Mental illness is one of the major health afflictions in the United 

States, and extreme weather events can affect it in several ways, including high levels of anxiety and 

depression. Natural disasters:  The number of reported weather-related natural disasters has more than 

tripled since the 1960s. Rising sea levels and increasingly extreme weather events destroy homes, medical 

facilities, and other essential services. People will be forced to move, which in turn heightens the risk of a 

range of health effects, from mental disorders to communicable diseases. 

Everyone’s health will be affected by climate change, but some people are more vulnerable than others.  

Children are among the most vulnerable to the health risks, and will be exposed longer to the consequences, 

but these effects will also be more severe for pregnant women, the elderly, and people with infirmities or 

pre-existing medical conditions.  The environmental consequences of climate change will continue to affect, 

directly and indirectly, everyone’s physical and psychological health.  However, if undertaken, mitigation and 

adaptation strategies can positively affect the environment, as well as human health. 

By Jeff  

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive and 

satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider and 

steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.  
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Sign-up to receive  

your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  

save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who  

have signed up already! 

Send your email address to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  and next month you’ll 

see Tidings in your inbox! 

2019-2020 Stated Session Meetings 
Unless otherwise noted, meetings are on the fourth Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

2019:  August 27, September 24, October 29 (5th Tuesday), November 19 (3rd Tuesday), 

2020:  January 21, February 25, Thursday, March 26, April 28, May 26, June 30 (5th Tuesday), August 25 

 

 

 

Tidings September 2019 Issue 8  

is Thursday, August 15, 2019 

To be mailed Friday, August 23, 2019 

Please send articles to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date  

with your current home and email address  

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Church Office and Building will be closed on: 
Thursday, July 4, 2019 in observance of Independence Day  

and on Saturday, July 6, 2019;  

and on Monday, September 2, 2019 in observance of Labor Day. 

Page 13  Tid ings  Ju ly/August  2019  

Annual User Group Meeting 
The annual meeting with User Groups will be Wednesday, 

August 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. All new and continuing user 

groups who meet in the building will gather together for an 

orientation meeting in preparation for the 2019-2020 

program year. 



 

 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 

Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Of Howard County 

July/August 2019 
Issue 7 

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, August 15, 2019 by 9:00 a.m. 
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

 
 
 

July 7 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 
Isaiah 66:10-14 & Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

The One About the Seventy Empty Backpacks 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

July 14 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Colossians 1:1-14 & Luke 10:25-37 
The One About Crossing the Street 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

 
 
 

July 21 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Colossians 1:15-28 & Luke 10:38-42 

The One About Who Peels the Potatoes 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

July 28 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Colossians 2:6-15 & Luke 11:1-13 
The One About a Bad Night’s Sleep 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

July 2019 Sunday Morning Worship 
9:00 a.m. — First Worship            10:00 a.m. — Summer Worship 

For August 2019 Worship Information see page 2 

GOOD STORIES 


