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The Social Justice and Peacemaking Team
How does the church welcome someone who does not identify with the sex with
which they were born? How do we talk to them or about them? Could we share
peace and break bread with someone who is transgender, queer, bisexual, or
perhaps not conforming to any specific gender conventions? What does this
mean for how we see and understand the God whose image we, the creation,
reflect?
In June 2018, the 223rd General Assembly approved two historic overtures
affirming and celebrating the gifts of all sexual orientations and gender identities
in the church. Additionally, the overtures affirm the rights and dignity of people
of transgender, non-binary, and varying gender identities. In particular, they
state, “Standing in the conviction that all people are created in the image of God
and that the Gospel of Jesus Christ… is for all people, the 223rd General Assembly
(2018) affirms its commitment to full welcome, acceptance, and inclusion of
transgender people, people who identify as gender non-binary, and people of all
gender identities within the full life of the church and the world.” However,
learning to be a welcoming congregation challenges us to expand our notion of
what it means to “welcome all”. We are compelled to question, reinterpret, and
relearn information that we felt was already well established. Altogether, we
may find this both a difficult and an uncomfortable experience. The season of
Pride (observed in the month of June) brings our congregation an opportunity to
renew and expand our understanding of what it means to be a welcoming,
inclusive congregation. The story of the LGBTQIA+ Community and the church
has not ended with ordination and marriage equality—it goes on!
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots in New York City,
when a group of marginalized and harassed LGBTQ citizens made their stand
(Continued on page 9)

Summer Worship Schedule begins on
Sunday, June 9, 2019. See page 2 for details...
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Worship, Arts & Music
Other Important Worship Dates:

Summer Worship Schedule
Begins Sunday, June 9, 2019
9:00 a.m.—First Worship
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer,
& a Bible lesson—especially friendly for families
with young children. Everyone is welcome!

Sunday, June 2
 Communion
Sunday, June 9—PENTECOST SUNDAY– wear red!
 Summer Worship Begins
 Ordination and Installation of
Elders & Deacons at 10:00 a.m. Worship
 Church Picnic (see page 6)
Sunday, June 16
 Father’s Day
 Lemonade on the Lawn Begins (see page 6)

See you in Church!

10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship
All summer we explore the best of First
Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! The whole
church gathers to enjoy God together through
hymns and songs, prayers and praise, scripture
lessons and a sermon.
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a
wonderful summer experience!

An Offering of Flowers
Summertime gardens are full of beautiful flowers - the fruits of our gardens. Let’s share the beauty of
God’s world in worship on Sunday! Borrowing from a worship tradition in Trinidad, this summer there are
three special days for you to share floral offerings from your own gardens.
On Sundays, June 23, July 14 and August 11 you are invited to bring flowers
cut from your own gardens to worship. Bring your flowers, in a vase of your
own choice, to the sanctuary 15 minutes before the service you plan to
attend (either 9:00 or 10:00 a.m.). Please write your name on the bottom of
your vase on masking or painters tape, so that you are sure not to lose it.
If you can donate your flowers to the Deacons’ flower ministry, please let
the Deacon of the day know, and she or he will transfer your flowers to a
church vase following worship for delivery.
We can use as many arrangements as everyone can bring. You can bring two or three blooms in a bud
vase, or an arrangement. Any size, any color combination, any shape – let’s just enjoy the bounty of God’s
earth this summer with an offering of fruits and flowers from the garden!
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Sunday, June 9, 2019
Who was the first person to teach you about Jesus? Who was the first person to show you how to honor
God with your life? Who helped you open the doors to new understandings of God and of faith? When did
these things happen? For many of us, they happened during our childhood. They happened at home, at
Sunday School, at church, at camp, or, perhaps through mission trips or experiences of service.
We probably don’t need a study to tell us that a foundation of faith established during childhood through
young adulthood, the first third of life, helps ensure lifelong faith and service — but yet studies do show this
to be true. Psalm 71 testifies to this same truth. Verse 17 says “O God, from my youth you have taught me,
and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.” The patterns and lessons established during these formative
years continue to bear fruit throughout a person’s life.
That’s why our congregation joins in support of the Pentecost Offering. This churchwide offering opens the
doors to children, youth, and young adults so that they grow in the patterns of faith meant to last a lifetime.
When we give, congregations join in shaping the education provided at public schools, through the Educate
a Child, Transform the World national initiative. As Presbyterians, we believe that every child deserves access
to high-quality education.
When we give, young adults engage in a year of service while discerning how best to love God and neighbor,
through the Young Adult Volunteer program. As Presbyterians, we believe that serving others is more than
just something good to do, it’s something that teaches us about God and about ourselves.
When we give, more than 5,000 youth gather at the Presbyterian Youth Triennium to worship, learn, and
serve together. As Presbyterians, we believe that the Holy Spirit moves among us when we gather together
and draws us into meaningful relationships and powerful understandings of what God is doing in the world.
Forty percent of this Offering stays here for our own ministries with children, youth, and young adults.

During Pentecost, we celebrate that the Holy Spirit has opened the doors to faith in Jesus Christ. Just as
many of us were nurtured in faith during our youth, we give to support these ministries and offer ourselves
in service to the faith formation of other youth and young adults. We join with the Spirit and the whole
church, so that the generations to come will still proclaim God’s wondrous deeds. Won’t you join in your
support? If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

REMEMBER:
Wear red, orange or
to church
on Pentecost Sunday, June 9, 2019.
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Christian Education News
Another year of Church School is over until the Fall
Thank you to all the teachers and helpers for a great school year! Enjoy your summer! See you at
First Worship, Summer Worship, VBS & all the other summer activities at First Presbyterian Church!

Help CE Thank Our Teachers and Volunteers
CE would like to express our appreciation to all the teachers who have worked with our children, youth, and
adults this year during the Education Hour. If your faith or your child’s life has been enriched by a teacher
this year, please take a moment to pick up a thank-you note from the Welcome Center and write a message
of appreciation to a teacher who volunteered time and energy to help us grow.
These notes can also be used to thank a church staff member or volunteer who has lifted your spirits or
encouraged you in your faith. Drop the message into the basket, and CE will pass on your notes to the
teacher, staff member, or volunteer.
CE would also like to thank the many members who volunteered as helpers in Ark, Godly Play, and the
Nursery, many of you for the first time. Whether you volunteered regularly or stepped out of your comfort
zone to volunteer on a single Sunday, please know that the parents and the teachers in those rooms really
appreciated your help.

Join us this summer for VBS!
Who Is My Neighbor? Learning to Love Like Jesus
Monday-Friday, July 22-26, 2019 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Registration is OPEN for VBS 2019!

Now through July 7 - $10.00 per child.
Visit www.firstpreshc.org/vbs
Please direct questions to VBS Director at vbs@firstpreshc.org
Interested in volunteering? Go to firstpreshc.org/vbs
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Attention Families—
TAKE OUT CHURCH!
We try to remember that God goes with us wherever we go but sometimes
that isn’t so easy. Pick up a “Take Out Church” box from the Welcome Center
before your vacation to help you stay connected with God and your church
while you are away. The take out church pizza boxes are for families with
children or youth and contain individual and family activities, prayers, games,
and a cool family devotional.
Pick one up on Sunday, June 16, and take First Presbyterian Church on vacation with you this summer!

SUMMER BIG READ
Every summer Pastor Sue chooses a book or two for
everyone to read together over the summer. This
summer, Sue invites you to read books about the
situation in modern-day Israel. We’ll meet several times
over the summer months to talk together about the
books.

The first book is:
Chosen? Reading the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict, by Walter Brueggmann. (2015: Westminster John
Knox.) In four brief chapters, Brueggemann, a renown
Biblical scholar, invites us into conversation about the
Bible, chosenness, the land itself and Zionism. We’ll
discuss this book at our meeting in June and July.
A good follow-up book is:
Faith in the Face of Empire, by Mitri Rahab. (2014: Orbis
Books.) Rahab is a Palestinian Christian, Pastor of the
Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem, and President
of the Diyar Consortium, an ecumenical group serving the
Palestinian community. He is the most widely published
Palestinian theologian to date. This is his foundational
book. We will talk about this book in August.
These books are available from Amazon and Barnes and
Noble.
Big Read-ers gather at 11:15 a.m. on Sundays:
June 30, July 14, July 28, August TBA.

Triennium Gathering
Sunday, June 2
4:00 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall
Seventy youth and ten adults from the
Presbytery of Baltimore will be
attending Triennium together this
summer. This gathering is your chance
to meet some of them before the trip!
We’ll hang out, play Gaga, roast
marshmallows, and get to know each
other. Hope to see you there!

Senior High Supper
Wednesday, June 5
6:00-7:30 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall
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Fellowship Opportunities
Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to
Discipleship Hour every Sunday
Discipleship Hour—Sunday, June 2 in Lyle Buck Hall—following 10:30 a.m. service
Coffee Fellowship, hosted by the Deacons

Annual Church Picnic—Sunday, June 9 in Lyle Buck Hall
Festivities begin after the 10:00 a.m. service. Celebrate the start of the summer
service schedule and everything wonderful about the First Presbyterian community
at our annual Church Picnic. Food, fun, games, and treats—all shared with your
church family! Let there be snow cones, giggles, and grins.
All food prepared and provided by the church—hamburgers, hot dogs, the fixings,
your favorite side dishes, and desserts will be provided.
Suggested Donation: Adults—$4.00 | Children—$2.00
Welcome Summer Together!

Discipleship Hour—Sunday, June 16 in Upper Commons
following 9 & 10 a.m. services
Lifesaver Father’s Day with Treat Table

Campaign for LOL
Huh? Is that a campaign to laugh out loud? Always! It’s also one to recruit sponsors for Lemonade on
the Lawn. During the summer, we offer you an opportunity to serve each other. It’s all simple. Woody
sets up the Lemonade on the front lawn.
The sponsor brings simple treats like brownies, cookies, and fruit. It doesn’t take much.
We can help stock as well. It gives you a chance to participate in fellowship and frankly,
us a chance to rest. It’s an easy way to serve.
LOL begins June 23 and continues through the summer. Sign up in the Lower Commons or email us at
discipleship@firstpreshc.org.

Everyone is invited! Join in the fellowship!

Tino’s Fundraiser
Sunday, June 23, 2019
11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Join your church family, invite friends, and go for BRUNCH
at Tino’s Italian Bistro & Wine Bar, 8775 Centre Park Dr, Columbia, MD
Proceeds will go to the rehabbing of the Woodland Chapel and Gardens.
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The Green Page
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive
and satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider
and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.

The Bible and Care of the Earth
Genesis 1:26 and, 28 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV): Then God said, “Let us make humankind in
our image, . . . and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps
upon the earth.”
Many people have taken these verses over the years to justify humankind’s exploitation of Creation, with
the non-human parts of Creation valuable only so far as they benefit human beings. Not everything in the
Bible agrees with that view. While Genesis 1 verses 26 and 28 suggest that human beings have a special
role within Creation, it does not follow that they have more value than the rest of Creation. Another
interpretation of these verses is that human beings bear the image of God because they are God’s
stewards, and have more of a caretaking role. In this interpretation, these verses give us the responsibility
to care for nature in a way that is consistent with God’s will, rather than by exploiting it. Furthermore, in
Genesis 1, God calls Creation “good” six times before human beings are even created. In Leviticus 25,
verses 1 through 4, God tells Moses to “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them, ‘When you come
into the land which I give you, the land shall observe a Sabbath to the Lord. Six years you shall sow your
field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard, and gather in their yield; but in the seventh year there
shall be a Sabbath of complete rest for the land…” Later, in verse 23, God says that “The land shall not be
sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine; with me you are but aliens and tenants”; and in verse 24,
that “throughout the land that you hold, you shall provide for the redemption of the land.” Finally,
Revelation 11 verse 18 states that: “… your wrath has come, and the time for judging the dead, and for
rewarding your servants … and for destroying those who destroy the earth.”
In these and many other verses, the Bible clearly states that God’s command to have dominion over the
earth doesn’t mean that we are to exploit the Earth, but to keep and care for it as his stewards.
As stewards of the earth then, we will be required by God to give an accounting of our stewardship of
what He has given us.
Jeff
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Mission News
Run for Coffee 2019
Thanks to the congregation and our community sponsors for making this year's 10th annual Family Run
for Coffee a huge success! 34 runners, 28 walkers, and over 25 volunteers plus friends and families
enjoyed the event at Hopewell Park on May 4. Our cash total from all supporters was near $9000. This is
enough to give microgrants to at least 24 families in the Union Maya Quiche Boca Costa Presbytery, our
partner presbytery in Guatemala. These families will raise coffee as a cash crop. This brings our total
number of families supported over 10 years to at least 235. The money raised has been sent to
Guatemala and spent by local Presbyterian Church leaders who purchased and distributed the coffee
plants and fertilizer.
Race results:
Overall fastest male: Scott Martin
Overall fastest female: Emma Orloff
AGE

FEMALE

MALE

14 & under

Ruthie Warman

Drew Littman

15-30

Emma Orloff

Gabriel Smith

31-50

Kathy Woods

Tom Woods

51 & over

Kathy Baker

Brett Pollack

Thank you to our corporate sponsors: Columbia Association, Cigna, Walnut Springs Nursery, Assured
Partners, Financial Foundations, Inc., H.C. Walterhoefer, Benchmark Motors, Paul Davis Restorations, and
Longfellow Nursery School
And to the planning committee: Kathy Baker, Joe Blasko, Woody Collins, Pat Curran, Doyle Nichols,
Conrad Orloff, Brett Sivo, Becky Torrance, and Trey Warman.

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!!
June - Restocking for the Summer
During the school year, many Howard County children receive free
lunch and/or breakfast at school. When summer vacation arrives,
some families struggle to provide these additional meals at home.
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our
area, we ask that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food
Bank with some of their most requested items (see box at right).
Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across
from the Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons.
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard
County. Don’t forget: Hunger does not take vacations.

○ Beans - dried or canned
○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken
○ Canned Soups
○ Cereal or oatmeal
○ Pasta
○ Peanut Butter
○ Rice
○ Spaghetti Sauce
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LGBTQIA+ Pride 2019 at First: The Story Goes On!
(continued from page 1)

against oppressive and unjust treatment by police. Their statement propelled a movement that seeks full
equality and protection under the law for all LGBTQIA + people. The PC(USA), as well as several other
mainline denominations, have joined the movement and are openly committed to fully including and
involving LGBTQIA + congregants in the life of the church through the sharing of the sacraments, the church
leadership, and the right to marry.
This Pride season, the Social Justice and Peacemaking Team has planned several activities to help guide us as
we learn to extend our ideas and concepts of welcome to the LGBTQIA+ community. Together, we will learn
about the spectrum of identities and how to connect with and how to welcome them. We will also explore
the various ways language affects the constructs we use to think about, talk about, and perceive the world
around us. These themes will be amplified as we read and ponder several poems by Mary Oliver, a voice
familiar to our church. Additionally, we will familiarize ourselves with the expanding list of pronouns used by
those who do not identify specifically as male or female and who often use different pronouns to express
their understanding of their sexual and gender identities. To this end, we hope you will participate with us
on “Pronoun Sunday” on June 23rd, where we will all have the opportunity to wear our pronouns on our
name tags. Lastly, through an interactive activity, we encourage you to join us as we try to develop as many
“God Pronouns”, and ways in which we can speak and write about the God of all.
The story of the LGBTQIA+ community and the church continues to develop and evolve. As the body of
Christ, it is important that we learn how to extend our notion of welcome and community to be more
inclusive. We are most welcoming to visitors in our midst when we can communicate and help them to
relate to the Gospel and allow them to read their stories and identities in it. In turn, they help us understand
the infinite possibilities of a God that is neither male nor female, black nor white, gay nor straight.

Mission at First Presbyterian – DID YOU KNOW?
Our church supports Mission Co-Workers in two countries. Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru and Jeff and
Christi Boyd in the Congo. These missionaries publish monthly letters sharing their challenges, faith and
experience in these far-away places. You can learn more and share in their journey by going on-line to the
following URLs:
www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
www.PCUSA.org/jeff-and-christi-boyd
I encourage you to take a few minutes to read their letters. We are very privileged in Howard County and
can become insulated from the challenges faced in other parts of the world.
Brett Sivo, Mission Chair
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Meet our New Church Officers
The following members were elected to serve First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, April 28, 2019
Ordination and Installation of Officers will be on Sunday, June 9, 2019 at the 10:00 a.m. service.

Elders

Pastor-Parish-Personnel

Class of 2022
Kathryn, Clarence, Sharon,
Doria, Margot, Chuck
Class of 2020
Olivia

Class of 2022
Mark, Doyle

Deacons
Class of 2022
Elaine, Antoinette, Evelyn,
Carol, Genevieve
Class of 2020
Luke, Kellieanne

Financial Secretary
Class of 2022
Ellen

2020 Congregational Nominating
Committee, At-Large Members
Emmanuel, Jon, Phillip, Brian

Session Retreat
Session will hold their retreat on Saturday, June 22, 2019 from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. in Branch Hall.
Elders, please plan to attend to prepare for the new program year.
This will be the Session meeting for June instead of the usual 4th Tuesday.

2019 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES!
2019 COLLEGE GRADUATES!
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Baltimore, Maryland is the location for the BIG TENT to be held Thursday—Saturday, August 1-3, 2019 at
adjacent downtown Radisson and Lord Baltimore Hotels. BIG TENT organizers contend Gathering in the
city where the 224th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) will be held the following year
(2020), continues the tradition of introducing Presbyterian to the host city; and, allows participants to
explore issues impacting today’s Church through a variety of educational and missional opportunities.
The theme, Called to a Movement Beyond Institution, will emphasize our hope of the Gospel and its
power to challenge institutional conventions. The goal is to come together and live in this moment,
immersed in our current cultural context of racial division, gender inequality, and economic disparity to
be renewed, refreshed and reformed, so that we may be sent out to affect change in our own
communities. Big Tent will provide a place where our Presbyterian polity and identity is the foothold by
which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in action and answer the call to discern the will of God
together.
Through worship, Bible study, learning opportunities, and active engagement with one another and the
community, attendees will encounter the Church participating in God’s mission for the transformation of
creation and humanity.
Register on-line at https://ogaevents.pcusa.org/register/2019-big-tent/
If you are not able to register on-line, contact the G.A. Meeting Service at 800-728-7228, ext. 2417
(or gameetingservice@pcusa.org)
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Calendar Day
All Ministry Areas and Boards are encouraged to
attend Calendar Day on Wednesday, June 26, 2019
at 7:00 p.m. (Please note new date!)
This is the time when all the dates for the many
activities for First Presbyterian Church are placed on
the calendar for the 2019-2020 program year.
If you have a list of dates prepared, please send them
to
Caroline
Smith,
Church
Administrator,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, in advance of the meeting,
preferably by June 17.
Please send a representative from your organization to
the meeting with a list of dates. This is a very
important meeting!

Tidings July/August 2019 Issue 7 is
Thursday, June 13, 2019
To be mailed Friday, June 21, 2019
Send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Please include all summer and
early September activities in Issue 7.
Only one issue will be published this summer.
Please keep us up to date with your current
home and email address so you won’t miss a
single issue of Tidings! Changes can be sent to
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

Church Office and Building
will be closed:
Thursday, July 4, 2019
in observance of

Sign-up to receive your monthly issue
of Tidings via email and
save some trees and money!
Thank you to many who have signed up already!
Send your email address to
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox!

The First Presbyterian Church
Of Howard County
June 2019
Issue 6
9325 Presbyterian Circle
Columbia, MD 21045
Phone: 410.730.3545
Fax: 410.715.4981
E-mail: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
www.firstpreshc.org

Growing deep and wide!

June 2019 Sunday Morning Worship
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship (through June 2)
9:30 a.m. — Church School – The Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour
9:00 & 10:00 a.m. — Summer Worship (starting June 9)
June 2
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Communion
John 17:20-26 & Acts16:16-34
A Gift In Chains
Morton Harris, preaching

June 16
Trinity Sunday
Father’s Day
Proverbs 8:1-33 & john 16:12-15
Wisdom Calls You
Morton Harris, preaching

June 9
Day of Pentecost
Summer Worship Schedule Begins!

June 23
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Galatians 3:23-29 & Luke 8:4-8
Sowing
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching

9:00 a.m.—First Worship
10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship

Ordination & Installation
of Elders & Deacons at 10:00 a.m.
Genesis 11:1-19 & Acts 2:1-21
A New Community
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching

June 30
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 & Luke 9:51-62
Reaping
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, June 13, 2019 by 9:00 a.m.
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981

