FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
June 2, 2019

TODAY
DISCIPLESHIP HOUR TODAY
Sunday, June 2 – Guess who's hosting Coffee Fellowship
today! Shout out to our faithful Deacons. Aren't they the
best?!! Join us in Lyle Buck Hall after the 10:30 a.m. worship
service.
Next week: Sunday, June 9 – Church Picnic, in Lyle Buck Hall
following the 10:00 a.m. worship service. (See details on next page)
Everyone is invited, following the 10:30 worship service!
LITURGIST: Sara Watson (10:30)
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: Ushers & Greeters: Debbie (8:30); Chrissy (10:30);
Tech Crew: Laura, Barry, Tracy, Margot
ZENTANGLE® ARTIST: Thanks to Ginny for the Zentangle® art in this week’s
worship bulletin.
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Linda in honor of her
brother Doug’s birthday and in memory of her father, Joseph; and by Clarence in
memory of his mother, Vera.
TODAY WE THANK THE ELDERS AND DEACONS who served in the Class of 2019.
Ruling Elders: Alex, Steve, Victoria, Stacy, Mispa, Aja, Caroline
Deacons: Akua, Jackie, Judy, Alix, Jemima, Sam
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, also called Holy Communion, is
included this morning during worship. Everyone who puts faith and trust in Jesus
Christ is welcome to share communion. Gluten-free bread is available.
Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month.
BY CUSTOM, GIFTS ARE RECEIVED to the Deacons Compassion Fund on
Communion Sundays. This fund serves the needy of our community with
essential living expenses like rent, utility bills, groceries or prescriptions. Please
place your gift in the yellow envelope found in the pew.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: All worship begins in the Sanctuary.
At 8:30 a.m.: After Welcoming One Another: Children ages 4-7 may go with Ms.
Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following worship
in rooms 110 & 113.
At 10:30 a.m.: After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: Children ages 4-7
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children
following worship in rooms 110 & 113.
Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge will return
to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family.
WORSHIP BAGS: Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience
for children. Please return everything to the bags and return the bags to the
ushers at the end of the service.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 2, 2019
Please pray for: Emmanuel, Mispa, Henrietta, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Paula, Reva,
Morton, Mil, Blondelle, Robb, Jim, Doris, Nana, Martin, Shirley, Shirley, Beth
Non-Resident Members: Frank & Betty, Jeff, Marion, Joan, Vivian, Russ & Barb,
Virginia
Friends & Family: Lois’s son, David; Lindee, Phil, Tim, Emily
Hospitalized: Paul
Bereaved: Judy, Sarah, Toran; Carolyn, Scott & Kaye
Care Center: Marvin
Recovering from Surgery: Patience, Maggie, Jonathan
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
Pride Month Prayer Request: This week we pray for the LGBTQIA+ youth who
are homeless and/or food insecure, especially in Howard County.
Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Reinhold Niebuhr, (June 21, 1892 – June 1, 1971) Few mid-20th century
Protestants wielded more influence than Reinhold Niebuhr, who worked
tirelessly to relate theology to the realities of the world, and influenced so many
within and beyond the church. Born in Missouri, his father was a pastor, and he
followed in his footsteps. After seminary, he served a church in Detroit for 13
years. His book Leaves from the Notebook of a Tamed Cynic reflects on those
years. He went on to teach theology and ethics at Union Theological Seminary in
New York City from 1928-1960. One of his students was Dietrich Bonhoeffer. His
thought was admired by politicians for both the left and the right during his
lifetime. Known as “Christian Realism,” Niebuhr’s thought recognized the
persistence of human sin, self-interest, and self-righteousness in social conflicts.
His defining works are “The Nature and Destiny of Man,” which came from his
Gifford Lectures, and “Moral Man and Immoral Society.”
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for. This
week we pray for Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland. Pray for:
 Protection of resources for the good of all rather than their exploitation for
economic gain;
 Effectively countering rape, sexual violence, and other crime;
 Adequate resources and changed attitudes for welcoming refugees in these
countries.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2019
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA.
The Office of the General Assembly (OGA), headed by the Stated Clerk, works to
ensure that the Presbyterian Church maintains itself as a church. OGA carries out
all the constitutional and ecumenical functions of our church. Our current Stated
Clerk is The Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson II. He was elected to a four year term at
the 2016 General Assembly. As Stated Clerk his duties include interpreting
assembly actions, representing the church on various denominational and
ecumenical councils, witnessing on behalf of the church to social justice issues,
and making statements as directed by an assembly.

WORSHIP, ART AND MUSIC NEWS
JUNE IS LGBTQ+ PRIDE MONTH. Our congregation values inclusion and
affirmation across faith experiences, racial identity, sexual orientation, gender
expressions, and cultural backgrounds. To that end, we will be observing Pride
Month during the month of June, culminating in Pride Sunday on June 23. Watch
Tidings and First Day for events offered both by First Church and the community.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots in New York City, the
beginning of a movement seeking full equality and protection under the law for
all LGBTQIA+ people. The PC(USA) is openly committed to fully including and
involving LGBQIA+ congregants in the life of the church including sharing in
church leadership, baptism and communion, and the right to marry.
SUNDAY EVENING QUIET TIME, First Sunday of the Month, Sanctuary
TODAY Sunday, June 2, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. Come for 30 minutes of Quiet Time.
PENTECOST SUNDAY is next week, June 9, 2019.
Remember to wear red, orange or yellow to church!
THE PENTECOST OFFERING is traditionally received on the day
of Pentecost, this year it is Sunday, June 9. It provides a direct
way to meet the needs of children at risk, youth, and young
adults. Congregations are encouraged to keep 40 percent of
the Offering to support ministries benefiting these age groups
in their communities.
The General Assembly’s portion (60 percent) provides
leadership development opportunities for Presbyterian youth
and young adults and supports children-at-risk programs at the
national level. Since 1998, Presbyterians of all ages have raised
more than $8 million for these ministries that benefit younger
members of God’s family.
MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS
Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Thursday, June 6, 2019 at 7:15 p.m.
For more info contact: Jimmy Galdieri, Director of Music Ministries

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – June – “Restocking for the Summer”
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our area, we ask
that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food Bank with some of their
most requested items: Beans - dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken,
canned Soups, cereal or oatmeal, pasta, peanut butter, rice, spaghetti sauce.
Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across from the
Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and
the Food-Stressed of Howard County.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Adult Education may have ended but 9:30 coffee has not!
COFFEE is available today in the Upper Commons.
Please return the cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy!
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR SUE
9:30 – 11:00 a.m., every Wednesday, every week – in the Parlor
We are beginning a new study – Scenes from the Life of Elijah.
Everyone welcome!
SUMMER BIG READ with Pastor Sue
Sunday, June 30, July 14, 28 at 11:15 a.m.
Chosen? Reading the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
By Walter Brueggmann. (2015: Westminster John Knox.)
In four brief chapters, Brueggmann, a renowned Biblical scholar, invites us into
conversation about the Bible, chosenness, the land itself and Zionism.
Books are available from Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY
Triennium Gathering
TODAY Sunday, June 2, 4:00 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall
Seventy youth and ten adults from the Presbytery of Baltimore will be
attending Triennium together this summer. This gathering is your chance
to meet some of them before the trip! We’ll hang out, play Gaga, roast
marshmallows, and get to know each other. Hope to see you there!
Senior High Supper
Wednesday, June 5, 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019
Who Is My Neighbor? – Learning to Love Like Jesus
Monday-Friday, July 22-26, 2019 | 9:00 a.m. - Noon
3 years (potty trained) through rising 5th graders
Registration open through July 7 — Cost: $10 per child
Register at firstpreshc.org/vbs
Please direct questions to VBS Director at vbs@firstpershc.org
Interested in volunteering? Go to firstpreshc.org/vbs
ATTENTION FAMILIES - TAKE OUT CHURCH RETURNS!
We try to remember that God goes with us wherever
we go but sometimes that isn’t so easy. Starting Sunday,
June 16, pick up a “Take Out Church” box from the
Welcome Center before your vacation to help you stay
connected with God and your church while you are away.
The take out church pizza boxes are for families with children or youth and
contain individual and family activities, prayers, games, and a cool family
devotional. Pick one up NEXT Sunday, June 16, and take First Presbyterian Church
on vacation with you this summer!

GENERAL INFORMATION
BULLETIN ARTICLES ARE DUE EARLY THIS WEEK: Tuesday, June 5. Please send to
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Thank you!
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE Thursday, June 13, 2019 for the July/August Issue #7.
All articles pertaining to activities in July, August and early September should be
included. This will be the only newsletter this summer. Please send your articles
to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Thank you.
CALENDAR DAY has been rescheduled to Wednesday, June 26 at 7:00 p.m. in
room 258. All Ministry Areas and Committees are advised to attend to plan the
church’s program year for 2019-2020. Please send dates in advance to
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
FEELING CHILLY DURING WORHSIP? Wrap yourself in a beautiful shawl
handmade by ladies in our Knitting Ministry. The shawls are in a basket in the
Upper Commons near the entrance to the sanctuary. Please remember to return
it on your way out.

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR ELECTED OFFICERS
Sunday, June 9—10:00 a.m. Morning Worship
First Sunday of Summer Worship - Ordination and/or Installation of Elders
and Deacons and recognition of other officers.
Tuesday, June 11—7:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.—Super Tuesday Meetings
Tuesday, June 18—7:00 p.m.—Deacons Meeting
Saturday, June 22—9:00 a.m.—Session Conference/Retreat Day at Church
All new and serving Session members

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2019
9:00 a.m.—First Worship
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer, & a Bible lesson—especially friendly for
families with young children. Everyone is welcome!
10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship
All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! The
whole church gathers to enjoy God together through hymns and songs, prayers
and praise, scripture lessons and a sermon.
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience!
7 DAYS UNTIL THE CHURCH PICNIC!
Think hot dogs, games, and beach balls without the labor
and sweat. Join your church family NEXT Sunday, June 9 in
Lyle Buck Hall after the 10:00 a.m. worship service.
Menu items also include hamburgers, salads and desserts –
all provided. Best of all - the wonderful Brian Ventre hosting
games. Suggested Donation: Adults $4 and Children $2.
LEMONADE ON THE LAWN RETURNS starting Sunday, June 23.
We need extra hands! Share in this ministry by signing up to host.
Sign up in the Lower Commons or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Every Sunday
Through June 2, 2019
8:30 a.m. Worship
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning
Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour
Sunday, June 2nd
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER SUNDAY | COMMUNION
DEACONS COMPASSION FUND OFFERING
PRIDE MONTH
8:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – Coffee Fellowship
4:00 p.m. Youth Triennium Gathering
5:00 p.m. Sunday Evening Quiet Time
Monday, June 3rd
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN – 9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Tuesday, June 4th
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Social Justice & Peacemaking Committee
Wednesday, June 5th
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study
1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship
6:00 p.m. Senior High Supper
7:30 p.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting
Thursday, June 6th
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir

11:30 a.m.

Friday, June 7th
Bulletins Folded

Saturday, June 8th
8:15 a.m. Set-up for Church Picnic
9:00 a.m. Lydia Circle
Sunday, June 9th
DAY OF PENTECOST
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS
SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS
PENTECOST OFFERING
PRIDE MONTH
9:00 a.m. First Worship
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship
11:00 a.m. Church Picnic
11:30 a.m. Conversations on Race
The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, June 13, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. for the July/August 2019 Issue #7.

First’s Guide to LGBTQIA+ Pride
LGBTQIA+ Pride is the positive stance against discrimination and violence
toward lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual
(LGBTQIA+) people to promote their self-affirmation, dignity, equal rights, to
increase their visibility as a social group, build community, and to celebrate
the diversity of our identities. At First, we observe Pride as a means for us to
expand our concepts of being a welcoming and inclusive congregation. The Social
Justice and Peacemaking Team will be exploring how we use language to affirm
and welcome those from the LGBTQIA+ community. We hope you use this guide to
meditate, to contemplate, or to study the different aspects of the life of the
LGBTQIA+ community.

Reflect
Mary Oliver (Sept 10, 1935-Jan 17, 2019) was an American, Pulitzer Prize winning
poet. Her poems center on the themes of nature, self-reflection, and selfdiscovery. Many of her poems have been read and reflected upon in our church
and by many other denominations. Mary Oliver was also a member of the
LGBTQIA+ community. She and her partner Molly Malone Cook, a photographer,
were together for forty-one years.

Moments
by Mary Oliver

There are moments that cry out to be fulfilled.
Like, telling someone you love them.
Or giving your money away, all of it.
Your heart is beating, isn’t it?
You’re not in chains, are you?
There is nothing more pathetic than caution
when headlong might save a life,
even, possibly, your own.

Calendar of Pride Events
Selection of events in our local region. Check the websites for more events.

National Pride Shabbat | Friday, June 7 at 6:30 pm at All Souls Church, 1500 Harvard
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20009.
DC Pride Parade | Saturday, June 8 at 4:30 pm-7:30 pm. See www.capitalpride.org
for parade route and other Pride events.
DC Pride Festival | Sunday, June 9 at 12pm-7pm. See www.capitalpride.org for
locations and concert events.
Baltimore Pride Parade | Saturday, June 15, at 1pm-3pm. See
www.baltimorepride.org for parade route, and other Pride events.
Baltimore Pride Festival | Sunday, June 16, 2019, at Noon to 6pm. Druid Hill Park,
between Swann Dr. and Sundial Pavilion.
LGBTQIA+ Pride Sunday | Sunday, June 23 at 10am at The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County.
Howard County’s FIRST Pride Parade and Festival | Saturday, June 29 at 11 am to
5pm. Centennial Park. See www.howardcountypride.org for details.

LGBTQIA+ Glossary
Terms, words, language, and concepts important to the queer community. These
definitions are from the Human Rights Campaign. 1 We will be using these terms
throughout the month of June.

LGBTQ | An acronym for “lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer.”
Intersex | An umbrella term used to describe a wide range of natural bodily
variations. In some cases, these traits are visible at birth, and in others, they are not
apparent until puberty. Some chromosomal variations of this type may not be
physically apparent at all.

Asexual | The lack of a sexual attraction or desire for other people.
Ally | A person who is not LGBTQ but shows support for LGBTQ people and promotes
equality in a variety of ways.

+ | Not just a mathematical symbol anymore, but a denotation of everything on the
gender and sexuality spectrum that letters and words can’t yet describe.2

Lesbian | A woman who is emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted to other
women. 1

Gay | Being emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted to members of the same
gender.

Bisexual | Being emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted to more than one
sex, gender or gender identity though not necessarily simultaneously, in the same way
or to the same degree.

Transgender | An umbrella term for people whose gender identity and/or
expression is different from cultural expectations based on the sex they were assigned
at birth. Being transgender does not imply any specific sexual orientation. Therefore,
transgender people may identify as straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, etc.

Queer | A term people often use to express fluid identities and orientations. Often
used interchangeably with "LGBTQ."

Questioning | A term used to describe people who are in the process of exploring
their sexual orientation or gender identity.

Gender expression | External appearance of one's gender identity, usually
expressed through behavior, clothing, haircut or voice, and which may or may not
conform to socially defined behaviors and characteristics typically associated with
being either masculine or feminine. 1

Gender non-conforming | A broad term referring to people who do not behave in a
way that conforms to the traditional expectations of their gender, or whose gender
expression does not fit neatly into a category.

Non-binary | An adjective describing a person who does not identify exclusively as a
man or a woman. Non-binary people may identify as being both a man and a woman,
somewhere in between, or as falling completely outside these categories. While many
also identify as transgender, not all non-binary people do.

Sex assigned at birth | The sex (male or female) given to a child at birth, most often
based on the child's external anatomy. This is also referred to as "assigned sex at
birth."

Sexual orientation | An inherent or immutable enduring emotional, romantic or
sexual attraction to other people.
1. Selected entries from HRC’s “Glossary of Terms” https://www.hrc.org/resources/glossary-of-terms, except as
noted.
2. Michael Gold, “The ABCs of L.G.B.T.Q.I.A.+”, June 21, 2018, https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/21/style/lgbtqgender-language.html

