
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
June 17, 2018 

TODAY 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN AFTER BOTH SERVICES TODAY:   
Happy Father's Day with our First Lemonade on the Lawn! 
Fathers, you are our Lifesavers! As you leave the service, receive 
a roll. It’s not an easy “roll” and you don’t hear thank you 
enough. We really do appreciate you! 
All are welcome on the front lawn for Lemonade and snacks. 
Big thanks to Ruth Circle as our hosts. 

LITURGIST:  Linda (10:00) 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS AT FIRST WORSHIP:  Reader:  Ruthie;  
Ushers:  Tyler and Kipton. 

USHERS & GREETERS:  Alice (9:00); Melanie (10:30);  
Laura, Jonathan, Jonathan (Tech Crew) 

ZENTANGLE® ARTIST:  Thanks to Ginny for the Zentangle® art in this week’s 
worship bulletin.  

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God by Marla and Jim in loving 
memory of Bethany. 

TODAY WE ORDAIN A DEACON, Ellen, at the 10:00 a.m. service, who will be 
serving in the Class of 2021  

SENDING OUT:  Guatemala Mission Team:  Becky, Judy, Mandy and Alexis, 
Thursday, June 21 – Thursday, June 28 and the Cuba Mission Team:  Morton and 
Alice, Friday, June 22 – Monday, June 25. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 10:00 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything to the bags and return the bags to the 
ushers at the end of the service. 

JUNE IS LGBTQ+ PRIDE MONTH. Our congregation values inclusion and 
affirmation across faith experiences, racial identity, sexual orientation, gender 
expressions, and cultural backgrounds. To that end, we will be observing Pride 
Month during the month of June, culminating in Pride Sunday on June 24. Watch 
First Day for events offered both by First Church and the community. 

THE PITCHER AND CHALICE on the communion table are made of glass produced 
in the West Bank city of Hebron. This craft was established in Hebron by the 
Romans during their rule of Palestine in the 1st century BCE and continues today. 
Glassmaking is a major industry for Palestinians living in Hebron. 
The olive wood Jerusalem Cross was made by Palestinian Christians in 
Bethlehem, which is located in the West Bank. Olive wood objects, especially 
crosses, crucifixes, candlesticks and nativity sets, are an important way for 
Palestinians to make a living in the West bank. 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 17, 2018 

Please pray for:  Ed, Burta, Janet, Dave, Ron, Reva, Jerry, David, Jim, Edy, Ann, 
Shirley, Liam, Shirley, Beth  
Non-Resident Members:  Frank & Betty, Jeff, Marion, Joan, Vivian, Russ & Barb, 
Virginia  
Bereaved:  David; Nancy, Joanna, Harriet, Brenda, Beth  
Care Center:  Marvin, Paul 
Hospitalized: Web 
Upcoming Surgery:  Paula  
Recovering from Surgery:  Ruth, Paul, Andi, Mike  
Friends & Family:  Donna’s father, Jonathan; Aashe’s mother, Nawab; Khalid’s 
brother, Tariq 
Celebrate with Craig and Darlene on the birth of their new grandson Jason James 
on June 11, 2018. 
June is LGBTQ+ Pride Month: This week we pray for people in the global LGBTQ+ 
community who are severely and strategically persecuted by their governments. 
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Jed and Jenny Koball  
in Peru; Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) Emma Warman in the Philippines.  
Visit her page, emmaYAVyear.wordpress.com. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
During Pride Month we honor LGBTQ+ Presbyterian Trailblazers. 

The Rev. Don Stroud was ordained in 1975 by Mecklenburg (now Charlotte) Presbytery 
in North Carolina, and served as a pastor in several churches until June 1999, when he 
accepted a call to become the Minister of Outreach and Reconciliation with That All May 
Freely Serve Baltimore – a consortium of five churches comprising Brown Memorial Park 
Avenue, First and Franklin, Govans, Light Street in Baltimore, and St. John United in 
Columbia. When Don came to Baltimore, he was the first openly gay pastor in our 
presbytery. He was able to continue serving as an ordained minister because he was 
ordained three years before the church added a prohibition to the Book of Order against 
installing gay clergy in church ministries. Since he was ordained before the ban went into 
effect, Don was not affected by it. An elder from a presbytery in southern California filed 
charges against him and charged him with heresy. Cases that come before the 
Permanent Judicial Commission are usually held in confidence but Stroud waived his 
right to confidentiality. An investigating commission was formed, with the result that 
Baltimore Presbytery’s PJC refused to bring Stroud to trial. This brought several years of 
administrative review by the Synod of the MidAtlantic of the affairs of Baltimore 
Presbytery. Don retired in 2012. We are grateful for Don’s ministry and witness with us. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so 
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Malawi, Zambia. Pray for: 

 An end to political and economic corruption; 

 Rising standards of living, particularly for those most poor. 
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  

visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2018 
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA. 

The PCUSA General Assembly (the GA) is the highest council of our church. It 
convenes every two years to make decisions about our denomination’s mission 
and ministry. The General Assembly convenes this year, June 16-23, in St. Louis. 
Pastor Sue is serving as one of the Commissioners from Baltimore Presbytery. The 
current Stated Clerk of the General Assembly is The Rev. J. Herbert Nelson. The 
new Moderator and Vice Moderator were elected on Saturday evening (last night.) 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CE THANK-YOU OPPORTUNITY 
Is there a church staff member, teacher, or volunteer who has lifted your spirits 
or encouraged you in your faith this year? CE is offering the opportunity to write 
a brief thank-you note to those who have worked so hard to make our church a 
vibrant learning community. We encourage you to express your thanks to Sunday 
School teachers, youth leaders, pastors, and staff members who keep our doors 
open and offer us creative ways to grow in faith. Please take a few moments to 
pick up a form at the Welcome Center, write a brief note, and drop it into the 
basket. CE will collect these and distribute them so that those who work tirelessly 
to create all the programs we enjoy will know how much we value their service. 

ATTENTION FAMILIES – TAKE OUT CHURCH RETURNS!  
We try to remember that God goes with us wherever we 
go but sometimes that isn’t so easy. Pick up a “Take Out 
Church” box from the Welcome Center before your 
vacation to help you stay connected with God and your 
church while you are away. The box contains activities, 
devotions, music, prayers, coloring pages. There will also 
be folders available for adults to try Take Out Church. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018 - Cost:  $10 per child 
HERO CENTRAL – Discover Your Strength in God! 
Monday-Friday, July 23-27, 2018 | 9:00 a.m. - Noon  
3 years (potty trained) through rising 5th graders 
Visit www.firstpreshc.org/vbs2018 to register and/or volunteer. 
Questions? Email the Directors at vbs@firstpreshc.org. 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 
 Youth Summer Nights 
  Wednesdays, June 20 & 27, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
  Mid-High and Senior High Youth are invited to kick off the summer  

with Wednesday game nights! We’ll meet on June 13, 20 and 27 from  
7:00-9:00 p.m. to play games. We might even play Gaga Ball if the weather is 
nice enough! Dinner is not included but we’ll have snacks. Bring your favorite 
game and a friend! 

For more information or questions contact Virginia Callegary, 
vcallegary@firstpershc.org 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – June – “Restocking for the Summer” 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our area, we ask 
that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food Bank with some of their 
most requested items:  Beans - dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken, 
canned Soups, cereal or oatmeal, pasta, peanut butter, rice, spaghetti sauce. 
Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across from the 
Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and 
the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

THE 223rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the PCUSA is convening this week in St. Louis, 
Missouri. For GA223 coverage, visit the GA website at ga-pcusa.org, where you 
can follow the business meetings and worship services. Please keep the PCUSA 
leaders in your prayers. 

SUCCESS!  On Sunday, May 20 we held our first Trivia Event, with the aim for 
raising money for our pilot University Scholarship program in Guatemala.  
40 people attended, and the competition was tight from the beginning. However 
the dream team of Luke Baker, Bruce Leipold, and Dede Newport managed to 
break out of the pack and win the coveted extra fancy crowns.  
Be sure to congratulate them on their hard-won victory. The event brought in 
$2,556.10 for the program, and a great time was had by all. 

CALENDAR DAY MEETING is Wednesday, June 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in  
Room 258. All Ministry Areas and Committees are advised to attend to plan the 
church’s program year for 2018-2019. If you haven’t sent in your dates yet please 
send them immediately to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.  

LUNCH BUNCH INVITATION 
Hoping to see YOU at lunch on Tuesday, June 26 at 11:30 a.m., Hunan Legend, 
Dorsey Search Village Center. (No individual checks - cash) Good lunch and 
fellowship. Sign up in the Lower Commons OR call Doris by June 25. We need to 
know that you will be us. 

PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE:  Tidings July/August Issue #7 will be folded on 
Friday, July 6 at 11:00 a.m. You will still receive it in time to learn of all the 
activities in July, August and early September. This will be the only newsletter this 
summer. Thank you. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH IS “BUILDING FUND DAY.” 
Your extra contribution in the brown pew envelope will help to pay down the 
mortgage. Strengthening the Church Ministry Area thanks you. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE and BUILDING WILL BE CLOSED on Wednesday, July 4th in 
observance of Independence Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
RELAXED, REVERENT, JOYFUL 

Summer Worship Schedule continues through September 2, 2018 
9:00 a.m. – First Worship 
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer and a Bible lesson – especially friendly for 
families with young children. Everyone welcome! 

10:00 a.m. – Summer Worship 
We will start singing 4 or 5 minutes before 10:00 a.m. – please be here early if 
you want to sing! 
All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! It’s 
a gathering of the whole church to glorify God and enjoy God together. 
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience. 

Lemonade on the Lawn – starts TODAY Sunday, June 17 
Want to Run a Lemonade Stand? 
• We got you covered. All are welcome to sign up as host for Lemonade on the 

Lawn. It’s an easy family, couple, or team activity. Woody sets up the stand 
with Lemonade. You bring a special treat to share or we can help provide 
snacks. Then, you man the table and help clean up afterwards. The stand 
opens after both 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services. 

• Sign up is in the Lower Commons or at the stand itself. You may also call the 
church office (410-730-3545). It’s one of the easiest ways to serve. 

OFFERING OF FLOWERS STARTS NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 24 
You are invited to bring flowers cut from your own garden to worship on the 
following Sundays:  June 24, July 29, and August 26. Bring your flowers, in a vase 
of your own choice, to the sanctuary 15 minutes before the service you plan to 
attend (either 9:00 or 10:00 a.m.). Please write your name on the bottom of your 
vase on masking or painters tape, so that it can be returned to you. If you can 
donate your flowers to the Deacons’ flower ministry, please let the Deacon of 
the day or Woody know, and she or he will transfer your flowers to a church vase 
following worship for delivery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Every Sunday 

Through September 2, 2018 
9:00 a.m. First Worship 

9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 

Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 
Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 10:00 a.m. service 

11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

Sunday, June 17th 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
FATHER’S DAY 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PCUSA IN ST. LOUIS 
 9:00 a.m. First Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship  
 11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

Monday, June 18th 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PCUSA IN ST. LOUIS 

 7:00 p.m. Tarboro Debriefing Meeting 

Tuesday, June 19th 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PCUSA IN ST. LOUIS 

 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 

Wednesday, June 20th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PCUSA IN ST. LOUIS 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry 
 6:30 p.m. Baltimore Presbytery Cuba Team 
 7:00 p.m. Calendar Meeting 
  Youth Summer Nights 

Thursday, June 21st 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PCUSA IN ST. LOUIS 

Friday, June 22nd 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PCUSA IN ST. LOUIS 
 11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, June 23rd 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PCUSA IN ST. LOUIS 

Sunday, June 24th 
TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 9:00 a.m. First Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship  
 11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 
to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, August 16, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. for the September 2018 Issue #8. 

 



Pride Month Glossary 

Many people refrain from talking about sexual orientation and gender 

expression identity because it feels taboo, or because they’re afraid of 

saying the wrong thing. This partial glossary from the Human Rights 

Campaign website may give you the words and meanings to help make 

conversations easier and more comfortable. 

Ally – A person who is not LGBTQ but shows support for LGBTQ people 

and promotes equality in a variety of ways. 

Androgynous – Identifying and/or presenting as neither distinguishably 

masculine nor feminine. 

Asexual – The lack of a sexual attraction or desire for other people. 

Bisexual – Being emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted to more 

than one sex, gender or gender identity though not necessarily 

simultaneously, in the same way or to the same degree. 

Cisgender – A term used to describe a person whose gender identity 

aligns with those typically associated with the sex assigned to them at 

birth. 

Closeted – Describes an LGBTQ person who has not disclosed their 

sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Coming out – The process in which a person first acknowledges, accepts 

and appreciates their sexual orientation or gender identity and begins to 

share that with others on their own terms. 

Gay – Being emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted to members of 

the same gender. 

Gender expression – External appearance of one's gender identity, 

usually expressed through behavior, clothing, haircut or voice, and which 

may or may not conform to socially defined behaviors and characteristics 

typically associated with being either masculine or feminine. 

Gender identity – One’s innermost concept of self as male, female, a 

blend of both or neither – how individuals perceive themselves and what 

they call themselves. One's gender identity can be the same or different 

from their sex assigned at birth. 

Gender transition – The process by which some people strive to more 

closely align their internal knowledge of gender with its outward 

appearance. Some people socially transition, whereby they might begin 

dressing, using names and pronouns and/or be socially recognized as 

another gender. Others undergo physical transitions in which they modify 

their bodies through medical interventions. 



Homosexual/Homosexuality – An outdated term to describe a sexual 

orientation in which a person feels physically and emotionally attracted to 

people of the same gender.  Historically, it was a term used to pathologize 

gay and lesbian people. 

Lesbian – A woman who is emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted 

to other women. 

LGBTQ+ – An acronym for “lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 

queer.” The “+” at the end acknowledges and includes the many other 

identities that exist. 

Lifestyle – How a person lives and behaves; for example, a person’s 

hobbies, environment, family make-up, etc. This term has been used 

inaccurately by antigay extremists to denigrate lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender lives. As there is no one straight lifestyle, there is no one 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender lifestyle. 

Living openly – A state in which LGBTQ people are comfortably out about 

their sexual orientation or gender identity – where and when it feels 

appropriate to them. 

Outing – Exposing someone’s lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender 

identity to others without their permission. Outing someone can have 

serious repercussions on employment, economic stability, personal safety 

or religious or family situations. 

Pansexual – Describes someone who has the potential for emotional, 

romantic or sexual attraction to people of any gender though not 

necessarily simultaneously, in the same way or to the same degree. 

Queer – Similar to pansexual, queer can be an identity label meaning that 

a person is attracted to people of many genders; however, queer is not 

universally accepted within the LGBT community and should be avoided 

unless quoting or describing someone who self-identifies that way. 

Same-gender loving – A term some prefer to use instead of lesbian, gay 

or bisexual to express attraction to and love of people of the same gender. 

Sexual orientation – An inherent or immutable enduring emotional, 

romantic or sexual attraction to other people. 

Transgender – An umbrella term for people whose gender identity and/or 

expression is different from cultural expectations based on the sex they 

were assigned at birth. Being transgender does not imply any specific 

sexual orientation. Therefore, transgender people may identify as straight, 

gay, lesbian, bisexual, etc. 

 


