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Curran Appointed to National Response Team for PDA 

Church member and Elder Patrick Curran has been appointed to the National 

Response Team (“NRT”) of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program.  

A letter sent to the co-pastors from the Rev. James J. Kirk, Associate Director 

for Disaster Response with the PDA, announced the appointment. 

Members of the National Response Team are deployed to areas affected by 

disaster around the country to support Presbyteries and Synods, provide 

spiritual care to church leaders, and provide assessment assistance to local 

communities. Each volunteer will spend up to two weeks in the field, a week in 

training, and will participate in the Annual National Response Team meeting.   

Calling them “an essential part of the Presbyterian Church’s disaster response,” 

Kirk continues, “I hope you and the Session will support Patrick with your 

prayers when he is deployed to a disaster area. As a connectional church this is 

one of the most important, visible ways we demonstrate our unity as a church. 

You and your congregation are an important part of that connection when NRT 

members are sent to be a witness of the support of the whole church….” 

Congratulations to Pat for his selection! We are 

grateful for his willingness to answer God’s call in 

this way. Pat will be commissioned to this work 

during the 10:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, April 29.  

You can learn more about the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

program on the web at pda.pcusa.org/ or on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/PDACARES/ . 

Saturday, April 28, 2018  

at 10:00 a.m. 

at Hopewell Park, Columbia 
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Worship, Arts & Music News 

Summer Worship Schedule 
Begins on Sunday, June 10, 2018 

9:00 a.m.—First Worship 

Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer, & a Bible lesson— 

especially friendly for families with young children. Everyone is welcome! 

10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship 

Neither “traditional” nor “contemporary”—just the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition!  

A gathering of the whole church to enjoy God together through hymns and songs, prayers and praise, 

scripture lessons and a sermon. 

Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience! 

Other important dates: 
Sunday, June 3— Communion | Last Day of Church School 

Sunday, June 10— Summer Worship Begins (see details above) 

 Ordination & Installation of Elders & Deacons at 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 Church Picnic following worship 

Sunday, June 17—Father’s Day | Lemonade on the Lawn begins!! 

See you in Church! 

Pentecost Geraniums 
First Presbyterian has a tradition of decorating the sanctuary with red geraniums to 

celebrate Pentecost each year. Pentecost Sunday is May 20, 2018. 

Order forms are available at the Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. The deadline for 

ordering will be Sunday, May 6, 2018. The cost this year is $6.00 per plant. You may pick 

up your flowers after the last service on Sunday, May 20th or leave them to be planted on 

the church grounds.  

If you have any questions please contact the church office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, 

410-730-3545.. 

Pentecost Sunday is May 20, 2018 
Remember to wear red, orange or yellow! 

The Pentecost Offering will be collected. 

Give to the Pentecost Offering, and you help provide opportunities for our young people to 

forge a deep and lasting faith on which to grow and build their lives. 



 

 

First Presbyterian Church  

will honor  

High School Graduates  

on Sunday, May 13, 2018 

in both services. 
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Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to 

Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  
Everyone is invited to Lyle Buck Hall every week following the 10:30 a.m. service! See you there! 

Here are some upcoming events in May 2018: 

 Sunday, May 6 Taco Get to Know You Fellowship in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Everyone is invited! Come and create your favorite tacos from our taco fixings  

 bar and enjoy getting to know your church family. 

 Enjoy cupcakes for dessert as a Thank You! For the new HVAC system. 

 Sunday, May 13 Happy Mother’s Day! in the Upper Commons 

 Pause in the Upper Commons, enjoy coffee fellowship,  

 and select a goody from our gift table before heading out to enjoy your day! 

 Sunday, May 20 Israel and Jordan Trip  Roundtable Q&A in Lyle Buck Hall 

  Join Pastor Sue for a casual roundtable Q&A discussion about 

her  

  recent trip to Israel and Jordan. 

  Coffee Fellowship hosted by the Deacons 

 Sunday, May 27 Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Lydia Circle 

 For questions, please contact Discipleship/Caring Ministries Unit at discipleship@firstpreshc.org 

Everyone is invited! Gather for fellowship after the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 

Sunday, May 13, 2018 

Ark and L.I.F.E. Chorus 

will sing in worship on 

Sunday, May 13, 2018  

at the 10:30 a.m.  

Worship Service. 
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Adult Church School  

The last day of Church School is June 3 so stop by the Education Hour before it ends for the summer!  

Contact Virginia Callegary if you have an idea for a class you would like to see offered.  

There’s always Grab and Go Coffee available outside the Parlor. Come join one of these great conversations.  

Adult Church School—9:30  - 10:25 a.m. 

BOOK DISCUSSION  – Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race, 

by Reni Eddo-Lodge—led by Paula and Erin  

May 6, 13 & 20—Room 258 

Does Jesus call for us to be uncomfortable? Many believe that He does, 

and that throughout his ministry, he demonstrated his willingness to 

endure discomfort right up to his crucifixion. In Why I’m No Longer 

Talking to White People About Race, Reni Eddo-Lodge also explores the 

topic of discomfort and why the unwillingness of some people to be 

uncomfortable led her away from them. But, she came back and 

continues to show resolve in her ability to be uncomfortable in an effort 

to improve that resolve in others. 

Please join us and explore how you too can get comfortable being uncomfortable. 

PHILIPPINES JOURNEY with Pastor Morton Harris, Angela and Amy  

May 6, 13 & 20—Room 252 

The United States and the American Church has a long history of friendship with the Philippines. In 

February, a small group of travelers from our congregation visited Dumaguete City to see Emma 

Warman, our church member who is serving as a PCUSA Young Adult Volunteer this year. Pastor 

Morton Harris, Amy Curran and Angela Nichols will describe their trip – the sights, the sounds, the 

foods, the people, and what they learned. Topics to cover during the class are:  history of the nation 

and the church in the Philippines, Dumaguete City, Silliman University, our Local Connection between 

First Presbyterian and Dumaguete, the Silliman Water Project, Youth Advocates Through Theater Arts 

(YATTA), Little Children of the Philippines, the Young Adult Volunteer Program and Emma Warman’s 

particular work. Join us for a visual, lively and fast-paced, enjoyable introduction to this beautiful 

country!  

CONTINUING: 

The Bible in Depth –taught by Doyle—Clark Parlor 

Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time! 

This lively conversational study is looking at Song of Solomon.  

Everybody is welcome. 

Games and Conversations—facilitated by Brian & Ann—Room 205 

Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on break? First job and lots of questions?  

Come join other post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults for a time of fellowship, 

conversations, and board games as we navigate the perils of being an adult!  

 

 

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE 

is available at the Wake-Up Station 

on the second floor across from the 

Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and head 

to class! Please return the cups to 

the drop off bins. Enjoy! 

Note: There is no Church School 
on Memorial Day weekend,  

Sunday, May 27.  
See you on June 3. 



 

 

Your family and friends at First Presbyterian want to celebrate with you as your loved ones graduate this 

year. Please contact the church office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, with the names of your children or 

grandchildren who are graduating from high school, college or graduate school. Tell us the school they are 

graduating from and their degree.  

First Presbyterian Church will honor High School Graduates 

on Sunday, May 13, 2018. 

Please send information about your graduate to the church office, 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, by Tuesday, May 1, 2018.  

We would like to develop a simple slide show of the high school graduates with pictures from their childhood 

as well as current pictures. Please email 3-5 pictures, digital copies are best, to Ellen  to Virginia Callegary, 

vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, by Tuesday, May 1. If you prefer, you may leave physical copies of the pictures in 

Virginia’s mailbox (#3 outside the main church office) so they can be scanned. These pictures will be returned 

to you.  

Student Ministry Dates: 
Wednesday, May 2, 2018 

 Senior High Supper, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, May 13, 2018 

 High School Graduates Recognition  

in both worship services 

 Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

 Senior High Supper, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
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Join us this summer for VBS in 

 

 

 

 

HERO CENTRAL 

Monday-Friday, July 23-27, 2018  

from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Registration is OPEN for VBS 2018!  

Now through July 7 - $10.00 per child. 

Visit www.firstpreshc.org/vbs2018  

We are also looking for some true superheroes  

to join our VBS team!  

Visit the website to sign up on Sign-Up Genius 

or contact the Directors at vbs@firstpreshc.org. 

Visit www.firstpreshc.org/vbs2018  

to register and/or volunteer. 

Christian Education News 

Graduating Students 

REMINDER:  Church School for  

all ages will not meet  

on Sunday, May 27. 

Mid-High Movie Night 
Sunday, May 20, 5:00-7:30 p.m. 

At the Burris’ Home 

So far this year we’ve played games, 
cooked dinner, and worked on a 
farm together. Now let’s watch  
a movie and eat pizza together! 

Contact Virginia Callegary with questions. 
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Mission Opportunities  

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS! 

May:  “Spic and Span” 

As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign 

against hunger in Howard County, we are asking for 

specific supplements to our on-going initiative 

called Just One Can. Our featured category for May 

is donations of cleaning supplies. 

Food stamps do not cover any paper or cleaning 

products, so such non-food items as cleansers and 

paper products are especially welcomed according 

to the Howard County Food Bank. 

Recommended items are: 

○ Dish Soap 

○ Laundry Detergent 

○ Clorox 

○ General Household Cleaners 

Please leave your donations for this campaign and 

any canned or boxed donations in the Just One Can 

cart across from the Welcome Desk in the Upper 

Commons. 

Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-

Stressed of Howard County. 

~The Deacons 

Trivia Night! 
Sunday, May 20 at 2:00 p.m. 
Trivia at First Presbyterian has been rescheduled 

due to one last blast of winter weather. Our new 

date is Sunday, May 20th at 2:00 p.m.  

$20 for adults, $10 for kids 12-18 

Get a table of friends together or come by yourself 

and a table of friends will be formed and show off 

all of that minutiae that’s been lodged in your brain 

over the years. All proceeds will benefit the pilot 

Guatemala University Scholarship program.  

Sign up to play in the Lower Commons, or by 

getting in touch with Mandy or the church office.  

Hope to see you there! 

The Center Needs Volunteers! 
Volunteers needed! The Center is holding a workday to spruce up its dormitory space for summer mission 

weeks:  Saturday, May 5, 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.  Some (but not all) tasks will require basic carpentry and/or 

painting skills. To sign up, email Sara Clauss at sara_elaine1977@yahoo.com.  

Questions? Contact Pat or the church office.. 
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The Green Page 
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive 

and satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider 

and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.  

Climate Change Successes 

The challenge of climate change is often viewed as overwhelming; however, with the publication of Al Gore’s 

An Inconvenient Truth in May 2006, people began to ask what they could do to make our planet safer and 

healthier for us all. As a result, people, states, and nations have been mobilizing to work to lessen the effects 

of these changes, resulting in a number of successes in this effort. 

Internationally:  In May 2015, Pope Francis released the encyclical Laudato Si’ On Care for Our Common 

Home, stressing some of the most important issues facing the world today, including climate change and the 

environment. Then in April 2016, leaders from 195 countries reached a global agreement, the Paris 

Agreement, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the primary factor driving climate change. Renewable 

energy has surged in the United States in the past decade, with the cost of clean energies like solar and wind 

falling, and demand and employment in these industries increasing each year. China has committed to 

expand its total energy consumption from non-fossil fuel sources to around 20 percent by 2030. This 

commitment will also assist China to combat its dangerous air pollution problem. Since 2016, for the second 

year in a row, Costa Rica has been powered by renewable energy for 98.1 percent of the year. And in 2017, 

Denmark generated enough wind power for the entire country, powering 10 million households. These 

climate change success stories are a few of many, as countries are innovating and adapting to changing 

conditions. In addition, over 700 organizations globally, including banks, universities, and governments, have 

divested from fossil fuels--refusing to invest in oil, coal or gas companies. 

Nationally, since the current administration has withdrawn from the Paris Agreement, new national and 

regional coalitions of states have emerged to coordinate some of their efforts. Even before that, in 2002, a 

number of states, foundations, and the financial community met to form a collaborative nonprofit 

organization called the Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA), a national coalition working together to advance 

clean energy. 

However, while we've seen a lot of great progress over the last decade, we need to continue to work on 

ending climate change, including keeping the pressure on our governments world-wide to fulfill the 

commitments in the Paris agreement to cut greenhouse gases. 

Jeff  

 Join us this Fall  
for the TENTH Season of The Earth Forum!  

A decade of listening, learning, and acting.  

October 21, November 18,  
January 20, February 17, March 17 and maybe April 28  



 

 

Other Educational Opportunities at First Presbyterian 
 Conversations on Race meets on Sunday, May 13, 2018 at 11:45 a.m. in the Church Parlor.  

All are invited to join in the conversation. Grab a cup of coffee and meet with the group.  

 Wednesday Morning Bible Study with Pastor Sue, at 9:30—11:00 a.m. every week – in the Parlor 

We are studying Resurrection Stories. Bible Study will not meet on April 25 & May 2. 
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Listening to the Earth 

In the morning fog, nine people met in McKeldin Park on Thursday, 

March 29th to take part in a River Walk activity aptly named “Listen 

to the Earth.” As the name implies, the aim of this meeting was to 

get participants outdoors to listen, as well as see and feel the 

beauty of nature while also sharing the written thoughts about 

nature from great writers, naturalists, scientists and Native 

Americans by reading aloud short excerpts of their writings that 

Stacy and Evelyn Mogren had thoughtfully prepared for us. As we 

strolled down the trails at McKeldin on this cool morning, the party 

paused occasionally and took turns reading short works by Aldo 

Leopold, John Muir, Rachel Carson, Walt Whitman and many others 

that expressed the author’s reverence and love for the natural 

world. Evelyn also regaled us with interesting facts about the plants 

and trees we passed on our way. Just before the group ended its 

visit, Stacy read “The Story of Jumping Mouse” which is a legend 

that comes to us from the Native Americans of the Great Plains. In 

this charming story, Jumping Mouse learns to trust his own inner 

voice and determine his own path through the natural world, 

despite many naysayers he meets along the way. In the end he is 

rewarded for his bravery and fortitude. As Stacy completed the 

story, the sun came out for the first time that day and briefly 

warmed us before we all headed to our cars for the journey back to 

our everyday lives. I for one was reticent to leave this convivial 

group, and felt that I, in the words of Rachel Carson, “had 

experienced that sense of wonder so indestructible that it would 

last throughout life”.   

Cliff Strawitch, printed with permission 



 

 

Tea on the Tiber 
Saturday, May 12, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. 

Such a grand time was had last year that we made the reservations a year in advance. Therefore, the 

Presbyterian Women will be returning to Tea on the Tiber on Saturday, May 12th at 3:00 p.m. 

So … Since it is Mother’s Day weekend, make plans with the “mom” or all the “moms” in your life to join us 

for this special afternoon. Bring your mom, aunt, the village of women that raised you. 

Please R.S.V.P. on the sign-up sheet in the Lower Commons.  

Gluten free menu is available. 

As the parking is free but the parking lot is several blocks, let us know if you would like to meet at the church 

at 2:30 p.m. We will shuttle you over and drop you at the front door of Tea on the Tiber. 

Questions?  Contact the church offic . 

The cost of this event is $30. Checks should be made payable to “Presbyterian Women”. 

Please note, there is a 30-person limit sign up today to guarantee your spot. 

All Women are invited! 

Celebrate Thirty Years of Presbyterian Women 
Synod of the Mid-Atlantic—2018 Summer Gathering 

“God’s Promise” 
I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you. Genesis 28:15  

Friday, June 8—Sunday, June 10, 2018 
Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center, Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801 

Pick up a brochure with registration form at the Welcome Desk. 

PW Church Wide Gathering 

Thursday, August 2—Sunday, August 5, 2018 

“Arise, shine your light has come!” based on Isaiah 60:1 

In Louisville, Kentucky 

Download the registration booklet at www.presbyterian-women.org/gathering 

Join Presbyterian Women from around the country  

and sisters in faith from around the world for this triennial event.  
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Opportunities for Fellowship 



 

 

Session Meetings 2018 
Fourth Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted);  

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. Next Session Meeting is May 22 

Session Retreat:  Saturday, June 16 at 9:00 a.m. 
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Dates to Remember for Elected Officers: 
Saturday, May 5 – 9:30 a.m.—Orientation and Training Class for Officers-elect.  

This training is required by the Book of Order. 

If you cannot make this date please contact Pastor Morton as soon as possible to discuss alternative 

arrangements. 

Tuesday, May 22 — dinner at 6:30 p.m.; Session meeting begins promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

 Stated Session Meeting 

Elders-elect meet with the Session for examination, which will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m.  

Examination is required by the Book of Order.  

If you would like dinner, please let Caroline Smith know by Friday, May 18. Cost is $5.  

Sunday, June 10 – Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m.—First Sunday of Summer Worship 

 Ordination and/or Installation of Elders and Deacons and recognition of other officers.  

Tuesday, June 12 —7:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 

 Super Tuesday Meetings:  newly elected Elders begin work with their Ministry Areas –  

always the 2nd Tuesday of the month, except for WAM (1st Thursday) and P3 (2nd Wednesday).  

The time of your Ministry Area meeting is either 7:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. The chair will contact you. 

Saturday, June 16 — Session Conference/Retreat Day at Church at 9:00 a.m. 

 All new and serving Session members 

Tuesday, June 19 — 7:00 p.m.—Deacons Meeting 

 First regular Deacons Meeting for new Deacons-elect. (All new and serving on Board of Deacons). 

Thank you for serving! 

Calendar Day 
All Ministry Areas and Boards are encouraged to attend Calendar Day on 

Wednesday, June 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. This is the time when all the 

dates for the many activities for First Presbyterian Church are placed on 

the calendar for the 2018-2019 program year. 

If you have a list of dates prepared, please send them to Caroline Smith, 

Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, in advance of the 

meeting. Please send a representative from your organization to the 

meeting with a list of dates. This is a very important meeting! Thank you! 
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Year Round Stewardship 

Principle — Passing on a Legacy of Faith 

Wise stewardship produces a legacy of faith. This is why a good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s 

children (Proverbs 13:22). The inheritance he leaves may consist of financial resources but it is far more 

than that. He leaves a legacy of “goodness.” His name is a good name, which, by the way, is rather to be 

chosen than great riches. (Proverbs 22:1) 

A “good name” (Proverbs 22:1) can be translated to mean one’s character. The words and deeds of 

someone of good character will go further than all their riches. A “good man” (Proverbs 13:22) is a hard 

worker, consistent saver, frugal spender, and generous give easily denying oneself in order to provide for 

the next generation. 

We are reminded to have strong character in the stewardship of God’s blessings for future generations.  

A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children,  

but a sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous.  

Proverbs 13:22 

A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.  

Proverbs 22:1 

MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE: 

The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the following stewardship principle  

as you consider how you handle the resources (finances, time and talent) that God has given you. 

 

 

 

 
HVAC UPDATE 

Our campaign runs through Sunday, April 29. 

We will celebrate on Sunday, May 6 with cupcakes during Discipleship Hour.  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed so far.  

Remember to mark your contribution “HVAC”, there are envelopes in the pew racks for this purpose.  
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Tidings June 2018 Issue 6 
 

 

 

 
is Thursday, May 10th 

To be mailed Friday, May 18th 

Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date with your  

current home and email address 

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive  
your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  
save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who  
have signed up already! 

Send your email address to 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  and next month 

you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

To everyone with a 
May Birthday! 

The church office will be closed on Monday, May 28, 2018 
for Memorial Day. 

HELP NEEDED IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

Our Church Administrator will attend the Administrative 

Personnel Association National Conference in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota on Tuesday-Saturday, May 29-June 2, 2018. She 

will also be on vacation May 21-25, 2018.  

If you are available to help out in the church office any time 

during May 20-June 4 please email 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or 410-730-3545 x10. Thank you! 



 

 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 

 

Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Of Howard County 

May 2018 
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The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, May 10, 2018 by 9:00 a.m. 
email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

May 2018 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 

9:30 a.m. — Church School – The Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour  

May 6 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Communion 
1 John 5:1-6 & John 15:9-17 

Love and Commandment 
Morton Harris, preaching 

May 13 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day & Senior Recognition 
Acts 1:15-17 & John 17:6-19 

Your Word is Truth 
Morton Harris, preaching 

May 20 
Pentecost 

Communion at 8:30 a.m. 
Romans 8:1-21 & Acts 2:1-21 

Sighs Too Deep for Words 
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

May 28 
Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8 & John 3:1-17 
Here I Am 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 


