
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
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Communion 
March 4, 2018 

10:30 a.m. 

 
GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Please remember to turn cell phones and pagers to silent for worship. 

Where you see an asterisk (*) please stand if you are able. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

Please fill out the red Friendship Pad in each pew. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

You are a Lord who says, “Follow me.” So we pray for courage, faith and 
cheerfulness in our hearts that we may take up the cross and find it leads to life. 

  Kathy Galloway 

 Gathering Music 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Please fill out the red Friendship Pad in each pew. 
Newcomers please leave us your address and contact information! 

Then, pass the folder the length of the pew and back. 

 Song Don’t Be Afraid WGRG 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Name Unnamed, 
Who made heaven and earth. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 

Faithful God, 
you sent us your Word as the sun of truth and justice 
to shine upon all the world. 
Open our eyes to see your glory in all your works, 
that, rejoicing in your whole creation, 
we may learn to serve you with gladness, 
for the sake of the one through whom all things were made, 
and who makes all things new:  Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



* Hymn 63 The Lord Is God Azmon 

* Hymn 62 Love the Lord Your God Great Commandment 

 Call to Confession 

 A Spoken Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God our Redeemer, 
we confess that we have strayed from you 
and turned aside from your way. 
We are misled by pride, 
for we see ourselves pure, 
when we are really tarnished. 
Forgive us, God of grace. 
Instruct us in our foolishness 
and strengthen us in our weakness. 
Return us to the paths of righteousness, 
through Jesus Christ,  
our teacher, friend, companion and savior. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 

 A Sung Prayer for Mercy 437   You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy! 

 (singing together) 

You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

We greet each other with signs of peace and reconciliation. 
A touch on the shoulder, a nod, a bow – can be a substitute 

for handshakes to hinder the spread of the flu. 

* Response of Praise 435, verse 2  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

(singing together) 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. 
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful,  
we would gladly trust God's Word, 
and our lives reflect thanksgiving 

for the goodness of our Lord. 

 Words of Welcome 



ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:   Exodus 20:1-17  Page 58; pew Bible 

 The Word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 Psalter Lesson:   Psalm 19  
(responsive reading words are on the wall) 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours forth speech, 
and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 
their voice is not heard; 
Yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 

In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 
and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
and its circuit to the end of them;  
and nothing is hid from its heat. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 
the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; 
the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they then gold, even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is your servant warned; 
in keeping them there is great reward. 
But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 

Keep back your servant also from the insolent; 
do not let them have dominion over me. 
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable to you, 
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

 The Word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 



 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. 
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge will return 
to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 Second Lesson:   John 2:13-22  Page 863; pew Bible 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Everything to Lose:  Loss of Voice Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together)  from A Declaration of Faith (1977) 

We believe in one true and living God. 
We acknowledge one God alone, 
whose demands on us are absolute, 
whose help for us is sufficient. 
That One is the Lord, 
whom we worship, serve and adore. 

God makes himself known in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus’ involvement in the human condition is God’s involvement. 
His compassion for all kinds of people is God’s compassion. 
His demand for justice, truth, and faithfulness is God’s demand. 
His willingness to suffer rejection is God’s willingness. 
Jesus’ love for the very people who reject him is God’s love. 

Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Cantique Fauré 

 

 



 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

 Invitation to the Table 

* Communion Hymn 508 Come to the Table Come to the Table 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 May God be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 People of God, open your hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and one another. 

 Let us give thanks to the living God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 [We give you thanks, Holy One, Name Unnamed, source and goal of life …  
… In the unity of your Spirit, we join our voices in praise with people of every 
time and place. And this is our song:] 

 Sanctus 562 Holy, Holy, Holy Franz Schubert 

 Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might. 
 Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might. 
 Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

  [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers, 
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together…] 

 God in heaven, your name is to be honored. 
May your new community of hope be realized  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from wrongdoing  
as we also release those who wrong us. 
Do not test us beyond our enduring; 
save us from all that is evil. 
For you embrace justice, love and peace, 
now and to the end of time. Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

We will receive communion this morning  
by passing the bread and the cup to one another in the pew.  

Gluten-free bread is in the paper cup in the center of the bread tray. 
The outer circle is white grape juice; the inner circles are red wine. 

Our tradition is to eat the bread as it comes to you,  
and then to hold the cup so we may commune together. 

 Music at Communion   

* Song After Communion, 544  Bless the Lord Taizé 

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life. 



SEND AND BLESS 
 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

 Minute for Mission – Bridges Chili Cook Off 

* Hymn 702 Christ Be Beside Me Bunessan 

* Closing Responses 

We journey with Christ. 
Christ before me, Christ beside me, 
Christ behind me, Christ beneath me. 

As we walk 
Christ, be our way. 

As we learn 
Christ, be our truth. 

As we grow 
Christ, be our life. 

* Benediction 

* Response 742  We Will Walk with God 

We will walk with God, my brothers, we will walk with God. 
We will walk with God, my sisters, we will walk with God. 

We will go rejoicing till the kingdom has come. 
We will go rejoicing till the kingdom has come. 

Si-zo-ham-ba na-ye, wo wo wo, si-zo-ham-ba na-ye. 
Si-zo-ham-ba na-ye, wo wo wo, si-zo-ham-ba na-ye. 

Ngom-hla wen-ja-bu-la, si-zo-ham-ba na-ye. 
Ngom-hla wen-ja-bu-la, si-zo-ham-ba na-ye. 

* Postlude   

 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

During Today’s Worship  
Please turn all cell phones to “silent” when in the Sanctuary. 

Large print bulletins (including hymns and scripture readings) are available from 
the ushers. Photography during worship is discouraged, and flash is not permitted. 
Please, no food or drink in the Sanctuary. 

If your infant or child needs care or becomes too restless during the worship 
service, you may leave the Sanctuary and return as you wish. Child care for infants 
and children under four years old is available all morning. The nursery is in Room 
159. We have a texting system to alert you if you are needed while in the worship 
service. The ushers will be glad to help you. 

Worship programs for children include: Godly Play for younger children (age 4 - 
grade 1) during the 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services; The Worship Bridge for older 
children (grades 2-5) at the 10:30 a.m. service, except on Communion Sunday. 

Worship bags for children are at the ushers’ table in The Upper Commons. Please 
return the bags as you leave. Green bags and bulletins for children ages three to 
six (pre-readers); Purple bags and bulletins for children ages seven to twelve 
(readers). 

If you are new to First Church  
Please sign our Ritual of Friendship, the red pad in the pew. 

Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month. 

Disabled persons entrance is through the Main Entrance in the rear of the 
building. 

We invite you to attend the Discipleship Hour after the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service for conversation and fellowship in Lyle Buck Hall. 

New Member Orientation explores what it means to be part of the First Church 
household. The next orientation is Sunday, March 4th at 11:30 a.m. Please contact 
the church office if you plan to attend or need childcare. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along 
a prayer request; or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton 
or Pastor Sue. 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
James Galdieri, Director of Music Ministries jgaldieri@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Child Care Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Child Care Worker  
The Rev. Ruth Bell, Parish Visitor rbell@firstpreshc.org 
The Rev. T. Webster Brenner, Parish Associate  
The Rev. Stephen Mann, Parish Associate  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 


