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Table Talk: Food, Friends and Conversation
Wednesday Nights in Lent in Lyle Buck Hall
February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21
 Soup Supper begins at 6:30pm
 Conversation happens from 7:00 to 8:15pm
 We close by sharing Communion at 8:15 – 8:30pm
A Bigger Table: Building Messy, Authentic, and Hopeful Spiritual Community,
by John Pavlovitz
Can the church be the kind of community that we see in the life and ministry of
Jesus – where everyone matters, everyone is included and everyone counts?
John Pavlovitz, a pastor and blogger from Wake Forest, North Carolina, invites
readers to join him on the journey to create a church that is big enough for
everyone. While chronicling his own move from
conservative Christianity to a more inclusive LENT BEGINS THIS MONTH!
theology, he speaks to the heart of the issues Shrove Tuesday, February 13
the Christian community has been wrestling Pancake Supper
with: LGBT inclusion, gender equality, racial Ash Wednesday, February 14
tensions, global concerns, and theological
shifts, and imagines a church where everyone Table Talk: Food, Friends
and Conversation
gets a seat at the table.
Wednesday Nights in Lent
Pastor Sue invites us to read Pavlovitz’s book,
and come have conversation about how the Lenten Spirituality Center
“table fellowship” Jesus inspires us to practice Journey to Jerusalem
shapes us and challenges us.
Tread Lightly for Lent
And since we’ll be talking about table Communion Services
fellowship, we’ll begin our evening sharing a
simple meal together, and then we’ll end each Lenten Quiet Days
Wednesday evening’s conversation by sharing Easter Lilies
communion together around the tables of Lyle See details on pages 2 & 3
Buck Hall.
A Bigger Table is available at Amazon, iBooks,
and Barnes and Noble
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Worship, Arts and Music
Lenten Season Begins
Shrove Tuesday, February 13
Pancake Supper in Lyle Buck Hall
5:30–7:30 p.m.
$2 each/$5 per family
Ash Wednesday, February 14
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
A service of prayer, song, with the imposition of ashes
Our worship together on Ash Wednesday gives us an opportunity
to focus and ready ourselves for the journey inward and journey
outward of the next six weeks of Lent.

Tread Lightly for Lent

2018 Journey to Jerusalem

The Lent 2018 reflection-action calendar is
coming back! Created by the Presbyterian
Hunger Program’s Environmental Ministries,
the calendar walks day by day through the
season before Easter, helping us focus on
stewardship of the earth as a Lenten
discipline. You will be able to pick one up at
the welcome desk as Lent begins, and Sue will
publish the link in First Day once it becomes
available.

Our annual discipline of caring for our bodies kicks off on
Ash Wednesday, February 14—so start getting ready to
walk, run, swim, dribble, kick, bike, row, skate, yoga,
Zumba® your way to Jerusalem during Lent.
Everybody can participate—children, youth, younger
adults and older adults! 20 minutes of sustained activity
equals one mile. 2,000 steps equals one mile. A sign-up
sheet to let everyone know the kinds of activates you’re
undertaking is at the Welcome Desk, and that’s where
you’ll be able to pick up and leave the report slips.

Lenten Spirituality Center
Children, youth and adults are invited to take time this holy
season to visit the Spirituality Center set up in Branch Hall. The
Spirituality Center is a collection of prayer stations which make
use of different materials to help expand our understanding and
experience of prayer. They provide interactive ways to deepen
our journey with God. The stations will be rotated throughout
Lent so you are encouraged to visit more than once. Childfriendly stations will also be available so this is a great activity for
the whole family.
The Spirituality Center will be open daily throughout Lent,
Ash Wednesday, February 14—Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018.
Come as often as you like.
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Additional Opportunities for Communion
during Lent & Eastertide
There will be additional opportunities for you to receive communion in the next few months.
Communion will be served:
Sunday, February 18 (the First Sunday in Lent) at the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service
Sunday, March 11 (the Fourth Sunday in Lent) at the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service
Sunday, April 15 (the Third Sunday of Easter) at the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service
Wednesday Nights in Lent following the Table Talk Conversation:
February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21

Spring is Coming
Calling all Elders and Deacons - Easter is on the first Sunday of the month this year (April 1 st - I'm not
fooling). That means we’ll need lots of communion servers. If you’re going to be in town on Easter and can
help serve communion please sign up for your favorite service. If you have any questions, contact the
church office.

Lenten Quiet Days
Wednesday–Thursday, March 7-8, 2018 9:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.
Friday, March 9, 2018 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Come, walk the labyrinth … meditate … write … read … color … consider ... pray ...
The canvas labyrinth will be laid on the floor in the sanctuary. There will be other places around the labyrinth
for you to read, pray, light candles, draw, - simply time to find peace, light and courage this season.
CAN YOU HELP MOVE THE PEWS FOR THE LABYRINTH?

Woody Collins could use some able assistants on Tuesday night March 6 th at 7:00 p.m. and again on
Saturday, March 10th at 9:00 a.m., to set up and restore our sanctuary for Quiet Days.
Let him know you are able to lend a hand (and your back!) by calling 410-730-3545 x12 or emailing
sexton@firstpreshc.org

It’s time for Easter Lilies!
Order forms are available at the Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons.
The lilies will be white, cost $12.00 and the deadline is Sunday, March 18th.
You may pick up your flowers after the last service on Easter or leave for
delivery to a shut-in by the Deacons.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
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February 2018 Adult Education Options
New Classes beginning February 2018
Storytime with the Environmental Curmudgeon
taught by Bill
February 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25—6 weeks—Room 258
After 25+ years of working as environmental consultant, regulator, and manager, Bill Burris has some
thoughts to impart and stories to tell. A strange blend of bible study, environmental science lecture,
and bedtime story.
1) Who owns God’s Creation?
2) Think Locally Act Globally.
3) Suit Up! This is unholy ground.
4) Environmental “stuff” is hard!
5) The Tragic Tragedy of the Tragedy of the Commons.
6) We don’t live in deep time.

Conversations on Race Book Discussion – with Paula
February 4, 11, 18 & 25—4 weeks—Room 258
Reading with Patrick: A Teacher, a Student, and a Life-Changing Friendship
Reading with Patrick is the memoir of a teacher who went to rural Arkansas to teach English to students
who had largely been left behind, and the bond she formed with one of them. This book was chosen as a
way to help people who are interested in doing more in our community to understand that giving with
your heart (and not just your wallet) can be emotional and at times painful. There will be many sacrifices
but, in the end, the rewards are great. We hope everyone will join us!
CONTINUING ALL YEAR
The Bible in Depth – Proverbs and onto Ecclesiastes—facilitated by Doyle
Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time – Clark Parlor
This lively conversational study will probe the wisdom of the Book of Proverbs, a collections of short,
pithy sayings and a couple of longer instructions. Come and sift through the observations made by
the wise of ancient Israel, and decide which still seem “wise” today, and which do not.
Games & Conversations - post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults
Facilitated by Brian & Ann - Room 205
Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on break? First job and lots of questions?
Come join other post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults for a time of fellowship,
conversations, and board games as we navigate the perils of being an adult!
GRAB-N-GO COFFEE is available at the Wake-Up Station on the second floor
across from the Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and head to class!
Please return the cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy!
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Other Educational Opportunities
 Conversations on Race meets on Sunday, February 11, 2018 at 11:45 a.m. in the Church Parlor. All are
invited to join in the conversation. Grab a cup of coffee and meet with the group.
 Wednesday Morning Bible Study with Pastor Sue, at 9:30—11:00 a.m. every week – in the Parlor
This year’s text: Exodus. This is a lively group and we have great conversations. No experience
necessary! All welcome!

Mark your calendars for these Upcoming Events!
Friday, April 20, 2018
PCUSA Compassion Peace and Justice Training Day in Washington DC
Friday-Monday, April 20-23
Ecumenical Advocacy Days in Washington DC

More information will be available in the March 2018 Tidings Issue 3 or check http://advocacydays.org/

5K Run for Coffee
Saturday, April 28, 2018
Lace up your shoes & start stretching, the FPCHC Ninth Annual
5K Run for Coffee is scheduled for Saturday, April 28, 2018
Mark your calendars!
More details to follow!

Mission Trip to Tarboro, North Carolina
Pat Curran is in the process of planning a Mission Trip to Tarboro, NC, tentatively
scheduled for May 20-25, 2018.
If you are interested in attending this trip please contact
the church office for more info.
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Student Ministries
Super Bowl Party- Senior Highs
Sunday, February 4, 2018 - 6:00 p.m.
Come join your fellow Senior Highs and
experience the Super Bowl together.
Kevin & Kate invite you to their home to
celebrate. They will have refreshments
for everyone to enjoy.

Spaghetti Lunch & Auction
Come one and all to the Youth Ministry
Spaghetti Lunch and Auction!
Sunday, February 25, 2018 at 11:30 a.m.
Can you help with the lunch and auction?
Attend the spaghetti lunch and bid on auction items!
Volunteer as youth server, kitchen help, set-up, clean

up, etc. - https://goo.gl/HH6139
Donate gift certificates, tickets, services, etc. -

https://goo.gl/ZTcR6q
* Donate desserts or other food donations for the

silent and live auctions and/or the bake sale https://goo.gl/MnMWzf
Auction questions: contact the church office
Lunch questions: contact the church office

NEW Mid-High Fellowship!
Sunday, February 11
5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Goering’s house
Cook dinner, play games and hang out
Sunday, March 11 (tentative date),
same time, house TBA
Calling all Mid-Highs: let’s cook dinner and hang out
together! Once a month we’ll gather at someone’s
house to cook dinner together, play games, and just
hang out. The dinners will now take place on Sunday
nights so we hope everyone can make it. The first
Sunday night dinner is February 11th from 5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. at Jeff & Sheryl’s home. We hope to see you
there!

Youth Events:
Thursday, February 1, 2018
Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, February 4, 2018
Souper Bowl of Caring Offering
The youth will be collecting the Souper
Bowl Offering at the conclusion of each
service. The tradition is to add your loose
change or small bills to this offering –
which the youth then give toward
alleviating hunger in our community.
Super Bowl Party - Senior Highs
at the home of Kevin & Kate
arrival time—6:00 p.m.
pick up after the game
R.S.V.P. to the church office
Refreshments will be provided
Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Senior High Supper
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Lyle Buck Hall
Thursday, February 8, 2018
Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, February 11, 2018
New Mid-High Fellowship!
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Cook dinner, play games and hang out
Wednesday, February 14, 2018
Confirmation Class
attend Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 21, 2018
Senior High Supper
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Lyle Buck Hall
Thursday, February 22, 2018
Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 24, 2018
Set-up for Spaghetti Lunch
Sunday, February 25, 2018
Spaghetti Lunch & Auction
at 11:30 a.m. (following the 10:30 a.m. service)
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Year Round Stewardship
The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the following stewardship principle
as you consider how you handle the resources (finances, time, and talent) that God has given you.

Stewardship Principle—Leaders model and reach contentment and generosity.
Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but
because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve. (1 Peter 5:2)
Martin Luther King, Jr. noted, “The time is always right to do what is right.” God calls on us to provide a
“righteous” model to other church members as leaders. We must do the right things, display a humble
attitude, be generous, be willing to share, eager to serve, set a spiritual example, live a Christian life, and
teach those who you encounter to lead a contented, Christian life. Consider the words of C.S. Lewis here:
“He who has God and everything has no more than he who has God alone.”
For Further Reading: 1 Chronicles 19:1-20; Philippians 4:11; Hebrews 13:5;
1 Timothy 3:2-3, 6:6-9, 17-19; Titus 1:11.

Per Capita Apportionment
Total Number of Contributions Received as of January 25, 2018
Total Number = 48

Amount = $2,627.66

Per Capita for 2018 is $34.38
Have you paid yours yet?
Thank you if you did!

The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the
Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this amount for each member of the church. First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is faithful in fully paying our congregation’s
apportionment; we put the total amount in our operating budget every year for all our members – this year
$21,419.
Some of our members regularly pay the “per capita” each year in addition to their regular giving. Thank you!
Last year gifts like this paid for $4,388 of the $21,378 apportionment! It’s a big help to the annual budget.
Wouldn’t it be great if every member of the church made an additional contribution of his or her Per Capita
apportionment? A contribution of $34.38 from every member would mean $21,419 which could be put to
work in other ways for our congregation’s ministries this year.
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Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to
Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.
Here are some upcoming events:
Cold Weather Shelter Set Up—Sunday, February 4, 2018
After the 10:30 service, enjoy a quick lunch and then stay to help cover up windows in
sleeping areas, rearrange tables and chairs, put up signs, vacuum, and get our church ready
for our CWS guests who arrive Monday evening.
New Member Appreciation—Sunday, February 11, 2018
Linger in the Upper Commons, enjoy a cup of coffee, and greet our new members who joined
First Presbyterian Church in 2017. The online directory Photo Station will also be available.
Coffee Fellowship—hosted by Lydia Circle—Sunday, February 18, 2018 in Lyle Buck Hall
Spaghetti Lunch and Auction—Sunday, February 25, 2018 — (see page 6 for details)
Everyone is invited every week following the 10:30 a.m. service! See you there!

“Hotter Than Thou” Chili Cook Off

Bridges to Housing Stability’s
Sunday, March 11, 2018 at 12:30 p.m.
Church of the Resurrection
3175 Paulskirk Drive, Ellicott City, MD

Join us on March 11 for HOT chili tasting, cool door prizes,
unique silent auction items, and a friendly competition
between congregations for the coveted “Golden Ladle”.
There is no admission charge, vote by “tipping” each
church congregation’s entry. The church with the most tips
brings home the “Golden Ladle.” Please come prepared to
tip generously (checks and credit cards are accepted), win
a door prize, and bid on a silent auction item. All monies
raised go to support Bridges to Housing Stability that
prevents homelessness and promotes awareness for
affordable housing in Howard County.
CONGRATULATIONS! At First Presbyterian Church’s Chili
Cook-off Andy & Owen ’s chili received the most votes!
Their chili will be going to the county Chili Cook Off on
Sunday, March 11. Thank you to all who provided chili and
everyone who came and voted!
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! March 11th we need some help
serving the chili and greeting the guests at the Chili Cook
Off! If you are available to help out please contact, the
church office.
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In preparation for adding Groups to the mobile apps, Instant Church Directory will soon be releasing an
update for the Android Member App. This update will allow Android users to create a password of their
choice in the app. This upgrade provides a unified login experience across devices without sacrificing
security.
You may automatically be logged out of your app after the update and will need to sign in again to continue.
Simply sign into the app by clicking on “Sign In.”
If you had requested a Passcode before the update, and don't remember it, or need to create a password –
please go to “Create Login” and choose a new password.
If you are having trouble re-logging into the directory, first check your email address in the church directory.
Your email address must be an exact match in order to be validated. Also, check spelling and case sensitivity.
An accidentally mistyped email address or password is often the cause of a sign in failure.

If any user has difficulties with our Online Church Directory please contact the church office.

Our Beautiful Church Gardens
First Presbyterian Church is blessed with lovely grounds and many fine garden areas. We currently rely on
our Earth Care team and we pay to have several areas professionally maintained with weeding and mulching.
Other gardens are maintained by member volunteers. Syd and John Duffy take care of the rock garden next
to the rear entrance steps. Bruce Leipold, Dede Newport, and Evelyn Mogren handle the wildflower gardens
that are to the left of the rear entrance sidewalk and entrance doors. Patti Ross and Kathy Robie-Suh have
adopted the median garden in the back parking lot. Marla Youkers cares for the Bethany Memorial Garden
just to the left of the nursery entrance doors. And Melanie Fadrowski takes care of the Memorial Garden in
the front of the church. Adopting a garden means a commitment to weed, mulch, plant, and clean up,
seasonally. Our volunteers do this on their own schedule and occasionally have help during the monthly
Church Work Days when other church members volunteer to help around the building.
Would YOU be interested in adopting a garden area? We are looking for help with the garden to the right of
the front entrance, the area across the front of the classroom wing, the pea gravel area, and the area just
outside the staff entrance in the rear. This would be a wonderful family volunteer opportunity or a chance to
engage a team of youth in the work of maintaining our church. Please call the church office for details and to
volunteer.

Tidings
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The Green Page
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive and
satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider and
steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.

Effects of Climate Change
Scientists project that the Earth will be at least eight degrees warmer by 2100, globally, should climate
changes continue on their current path. This apparently small increase in temperature will have grave
consequences over time.
However, we can already see the results of these changes: The Oceans: As the atmosphere warms,
snowpack, glaciers and sea and freshwater ice melt rapidly, contributing to an increase in the sea level, and
making storm surges capable of much greater damage. As sea ice disappears, ice-dependent mammals such
as walruses and polar bears struggle to survive. The oceans are also getting hotter because they absorb 90
percent of the extra heat in the climate, causing them to expand, further increasing the sea level. Extreme
Weather: Heatwaves are becoming more frequent and stronger worldwide. As the heat increases, the
atmosphere can collect, retain, and release more water, so that wet areas become wetter and dry areas
drier. This creates conditions for extreme weather events, including hurricanes, and droughts and wildfires
in drier areas. Agriculture: Worldwide, farmers are struggling to keep up with shifting weather patterns and
increasingly unpredictable water supplies, as well as an increase in weeds, diseases and pests. Health: A
warmer atmosphere increases the formation of air pollution, which irritates lungs and triggers asthma
attacks. Smoke from wildfires further degrades the air. Extreme summer heat means more deaths during
heatwaves. Warmer weather also makes it easier for diseases to be transmitted through food and water, as
well as by insects and airborne allergens. Infrastructure and transportation: Hot weather, flooding and
other extreme weather events damage infrastructure, put heavy burdens on electrical supplies, and disrupt
travel and the transportation of food and other supplies. Wildlife Habitats: As land and seas undergo rapid
changes, the animals that inhabit them are doomed to disappear if they can't adapt quickly enough. Many
are shifting their ranges to cooler areas or higher altitudes, in an attempt to adapt. And yet, many still are
facing the risk of extinction due to climate change.
Jeff Funk

Thank You—Let Your Light Shine!
And First Presbyterian of Howard County you have done that! Thank you for all the
prayers, cards, meals, flowers, hugs, cookies, memorial gifts, and most of all LOVE!!
My Dad, Stan , is blessed to have this church family!
Thank you for always shining your light of love and compassion—every single day!
Peace & LoveCarol & Woody, Blake , Bridget & Daniel
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Earth Forum of Howard County
Sunday, February 18, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.
presents

Preserving Our Past. Protecting Our Future.
with Kristen Brengel
Vice President of Government Affairs, National Parks Conservation Association
National Parks are national treasures we can enjoy. Will future generations be able to visit them too?
Join us at the Earth Forum to explore how we can protect and preserve wilderness lands,
including national parks, and why they are so important to the well-being and heart of our people and land.
Save the Dates!
March 18, 2017 – Our Changing Climate and Trends in Weather Extremes, with Dr. Wayne Higgins
April 15, 2017 – Following the River

Join us for the Earth Forum!

Mission Report
Guatemala Stove Trip Report 2018
On January 11th nine delegates from the First Presbyterian Church traveled to la Presbiterio Union Maya
Quiche Boca Costa (PUMQBC) in Guatemala. Four of the nine members had not attended a stove installation
trip before. With the help of the Executive Committee (EC), our Guatemala brothers, we successfully
completed and installed 36 ONIL stove in the communities of the eight churches in PUMQBC.
ONIL stoves are very efficient wood burning cooking stoves that use 65% less wood than dangerous open
fire and have piped chimneys to vent the smoke out of the cooking area.
First Presbyterian and the EC have become brothers and sister as well as partners in kitchen remodeling,
construction design, and sweat equity. We installed 36 stoves in 3 days (Friday – Sunday) providing lunch
each day. On Sunday afternoon we gathered as a group for a Bible devotion followed by a Partnership
business meeting.
As of this trip we have installed 92 ONIL stoves and plan to construct 36 more stoves next year, Thursday,
January 10 – Tuesday, January 15, 2019. We are truly blessed to have this partnership with our Guatemala
brothers and sisters. We are always impressed and amazed by how grounded in faith our friends in the
PUMQBC are and how humbling this trip makes us. We are all thankful for the support of First Presbyterian
Church. For additional information contact the church office.
Yours in Christ,
Woody Collins / Church Sexton
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Mission Opportunities
JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!

February - Fight Against Cold

This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather Shelter. Cold weather is difficult
enough without a roof over your head, much less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our
area despite the hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please demonstrate
your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious and filling foods that benefit the
homeless, the hungry and the struggling.
Please leave your contribution in
Suggestions are:
the wooden “Just One Can” bin
○ Beans—Dried or Canned
in the Upper Commons across from
○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken
the Welcome Center.
○ Canned Soups
The Deacons appreciate the
○ Stews
congregations’ generous support.
○ Pasta
○ Oatmeal

Cold Weather Shelter
The Cold Weather Shelter is almost here! Our ~24 guests arrive Monday evening, Feb. 5th and stay with
us each night from 5:30 pm to 7:00 am through Monday morning, Feb. 19th in the L.I.F.E. Sunday School
area and the mid and senior high Sunday School area. We expect to have young children as well as adults.
We still need people to clean the shelter area during the day (about 2 hours), do laundry (about 2 loads
worth), fix dinner, stay for the evening from 5:30 pm to 10:00 pm and stay overnight from 10:00 pm to
7:00 am on weekdays and 8:00 am on Saturdays and Sundays. There is always a Grassroots staff person
here as well as other church members. This takes a big community to do this and we are always well
known amongst the guests and the Grassroots staff people as an EXCELLENT hosting church. Be a part of
this great mission project! For any questions or a more detailed job description, contact the church office.
The sign up sheets are in the Lower Commons. Thank you!

Help is needed on Sunday February 4th after
the 10:30 a.m. service for about two hours to
set up the shelter area, help is also needed
Monday afternoon between 1:00—5:00 p.m.
and again Monday morning February 19th
between 7:00—10:00 a.m. to reset all the
rooms. Thank you in advance for your help!
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A Word from our Nominating Committee
The NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now accepting suggestions for leaders to be elected in the coming year
to serve the church. We need members willing to serve as Elders, youth Elder, Deacons, youth Deacon,
Pastor-Parish-Personnel Committee Members, Nominating Committee Members (for next year).
This is an open, but confidential nominating process whereby the NOMINATING COMMITTEE will present a
slate of recommended leaders to the Congregation for vote in April. All suggestions for leaders are to be
submitted to the NOMINATING COMMITTEE directly and it is the NOMINATING COMMITTEE’s
responsibility to speak with potential candidates. Members of the congregation should not ask someone to
serve.

Suggestions for leaders can be:


Emailed directly to the NOMINATING COMMITTEE, through the password protected email address:
NomCom@firstpreshc.org



Suggested by filling out the form above, placing it in a sealed envelope marked NOMINATING
COMMITTEE, which can be mailed to the church office, placed in church mailbox 102,
or placed in the offering plate.



Contacting a NOMINATING COMMITTTEE member directly via the church office.
THANK YOU for your suggestions!

SUGGESTED CHURCH LEADER CANDIDATE
Candidate Name ______________________________
Suggested by _________________________________
NOTE: If you have the desire to serve as a church leader, you can suggest yourself.

Position Suggested For:
 ANY
 ELDER
 DEACON
 PASTOR-PARISH-PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
 NOMINATING COMMITTEE (next year)
THANK YOU!
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February Birthdays
Happy Birthday to Millie who turns 100 on February 3 rd!! CONGRATULATIONS!

Session Meetings 2017-2018
4th Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
2018: February 27, Thursday, March 15, April 24, May 22,
Session Retreat—Saturday, June 16; August 28

February 2018
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The Church Office will be
closed on
Monday, February 19, 2018
in observance of

Tidings March 2018 Issue 3
SNOW AND SEVERE WEATHER POLICY:

For Sunday mornings
In the event of snow, ice or other severe weather, on
Sundays, the Home Page of the church website, and
the church answering machine will have a special
message to inform you whether worship services or
other activities have been changed or canceled. The
decision will be made by 6:30 a.m. with a goal to
notify the radio stations (WBAL Radio and WJZ TV)
and to put a message on the church answering
machine and church website, www.firstpreshc.org by
7:00 a.m. Call the church office at 410-730-3545 for
updated messages.
For building use on other days
First Presbyterian Church follows the Howard County
Public School system. That is, if school is cancelled, then
the church building is closed and all activities are cancelled.
If school is on a delayed opening, the church will be open
on a delayed schedule, as well, usually opening at
10:00 a.m. If evening school activities are cancelled, then
the church will be closed in the evening, and all evening
activities are cancelled. For questions about this policy,
please call the church office.

is Thursday, February 15th
To be folded Wednesday, February 21st
Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Please keep us up to date with your
current home and email address
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings!
Changes can be sent to
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

Sign-up to receive
your monthly issue
of Tidings via email and
save some trees and money!
Thank you to many who have signed up already!
Send your email address to
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox!

The First Presbyterian Church
Of Howard County
February 2018
Issue 2 Web Version
9325 Presbyterian Circle
Columbia, MD 21045
Phone: 410.730.3545
Fax: 410.715.4981
E-mail: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
www.firstpreshc.org

Growing deep and wide!

February 2018 Sunday Morning Worship
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship
9:30 a.m. — Church School – The Education Hour
11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour
February 4
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Communion
Souper Bowl of Caring Offering
Isaiah 40:21-31 & Mark 1:29-39
Have You Not Known? Have You Not Heard?
Preaching: Morton Harris

February 18
First Sunday in Lent
Communion at 8:30 a.m.
Genesis 9:8-17 & Mark 1:9-15
Everything to Lose
Preaching: Sue Lowcock Harris

February 11
Transfiguration of the Lord
2 Kings 2:1-12 & Mark 9:2-9
A Place Apart
Preaching: Morton Harris

February 25
Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 & Mark 8:31-38
Everything to Lose: Loss of Direction
Preaching: Sue Lowcock Harris

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, February 15, 2018 by 9:00 a.m.
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981

