
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
February 4, 2018 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR:  TODAY February 4 in L.I.F.E. Area 
Cold Weather Shelter Set-up - After the 10:30 a.m. service, enjoy a quick lunch 
and then stay to help cover up windows in sleeping areas, rearrange tables and 
chairs, put up signs, vacuum, and get our church ready for our Cold Weather 
Shelter guests who arrive Monday evening. 
NEXT WEEK:  February 11 in the Upper Commons 
New Member Appreciation - Linger in the Upper Commons, enjoy a cup of 
coffee, and greet our new members who joined First Presbyterian Church in 
2017.  The online directory Photo Station will also be available. 

LITURGISTS:  Mike (10:30); Sara (10:30)  

USHERS & GREETERS:  Debbie, Angela (8:30); Chrissy, Mispa (10:30); Barry, 
Laura, Tracy, Francois, Jonathan (Tech Crew) 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God in celebration of Millie’s 100th 
birthday on February 3rd; and by Morton and Sue in celebration of their wedding 
anniversary. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, also called Holy Communion, is 
included this morning during worship. Everyone who puts faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ is welcome to share communion. Gluten-free bread is available. 
Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month. 

BY CUSTOM, GIFTS ARE RECEIVED to the Deacons Compassion Fund on 
Communion Sundays. This fund serves the needy of our community with 
essential living expenses like rent, utility bills, groceries or prescriptions. Place 
your gift in the yellow envelope found in the pew. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 8:30 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another:  Children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. 
Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following worship 
in rooms 110 & 113. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge will return 
to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything to the bags and return the bags to the 
ushers at the end of the service.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING will meet in the Library today following the 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation.  

Sunday Evening Quiet Time, First Sunday of the Month  
Today Sunday, February 4, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 
Come for 30 minutes of Quiet Time. 

 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 4, 2018 

Please pray for:  Jeff, Mispa, Marvin, Dave, Jerry, Jim, Paul, Dede, Shirley, 
Shirley, Al & Beth  

Non-Resident Members:  Frank & Betty, Marion, Joan, Burta, Vivian, Russ & 
Barb, Virginia  

Bereaved:  Blessing, David, Vivian  

Care Center:  Web  

Recovering from surgery:  Binwi  

PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Jed and Jenny Koball  
in Peru; Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) Emma Warman in the Philippines.  
Visit her page, emmaYAVyear.wordpress.com. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

Students at a Lunch Counter in Greensboro, NC  
On February 1, 1960, four African American college students – Franklin McCain, 
Joseph McNeil, Ezell Blair, Jr., and David Richmond – sat down at a lunch 
counter at Woolworth’s in Greensboro, North Carolina, and politely asked for 
service. Their request was refused. When asked to leave, they remained in their 
seats. Their passive resistance and peaceful sit-down demand helped ignite a 
youth-led movement to challenge racial inequality throughout the South. 
Hundreds of students, civil rights organizations, churches, and members of the 
community joined in a six-month-long protest. Their commitment ultimately led 
to the desegregation of F. W. Woolworth lunch counter on July 25, 1960. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by 
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Andorra, Italy, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, 
Vatican City. 
Pray for: 

 The preservation of the fragile environments and shorelines in this region; 

 Policies that relieve disparities between those who are rich and poor; 

 Thanksgiving for the hospitality that long has been shown to those arriving 
on their shores. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2018 
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA. 

Compassion, Peace and Justice (CPJ) Ministries of the Presbyterian Church USA 
Sarah Lisherness is the Director of this ministry area. The work of this area 
includes:  peacemaking, public witness, hunger, self-development of people, 
disaster assistance, the United Nations, environmental ministries, public 
education and responsible investments. The 2018 CPJ Training Day is on April 20, 
2018 at New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in DC. This year’s theme is:  An 
Uprooted World – Responding to Migrants, Refugees and Displaced People. 

 
 
 
 



ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION HOUR 9:30 – 10:25 a.m. 

Conversations on Race Book Discussion:   
Reading with Patrick:  A Teacher, a Student, and a Life-Changing Friendship 
with Paula  
February 4, 11, 18, & 25– Room 258 
This book was chosen as a way to help people who are interested in doing more 
in our community to understand that giving with your heart (and not just your 
wallet) can be emotional and at times painful. 

Spiritual Habits for a New Year:   
Creating a Spiritual Practice that Works for You 
taught by Sue Lowcock Harris 
through February 11 – Library 
We’ll take a look at the kinds of things that might be important and helpful for 
our spiritual life and practice. We’ll explore a variety of individual practices and 
practices we do with others – including our children or our parents. We’ll 
compose a personal Rule to get us going in 2018. 

Storytime with the Environmental Curmudgeon 
taught by Bill  
February 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2018 – Room 258 
A strange blend of Bible study, environmental science lecture & bedtime story. 

The Bible in Depth:  Ecclesiastes - facilitated by Doyle  
Continues all year—all are welcome to join in at any time—Clark Parlor 

Games & Conversations - post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults 
facilitated by Brian & Ann - Room 205 

GRAB AND GO COFFEE is available at the Wake Up Station on the second 
floor across from the Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and head to class! Please 
return the cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy! 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR SUE 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., every Wednesday, every week 
We are studying Exodus together. We’re at Mount Sinai. Come join us! 
This is a lively group and we have great conversations. No experience necessary! 
Everyone welcome! 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

 Souper Bowl of Caring Offering  
 TODAY Sunday, February 4 after both services 
 The youth will be collecting the Souper Bowl Offering at the conclusion of each 

service. The tradition is to add your loose change or small bills to this 
offering.The youth use it toward alleviating hunger in our community. 

 Senior High Super Bowl Party 
  TODAY Sunday, February 4 
  at the home of the Kevin & Kate, Refreshments will be provided 
  arrival time—6:00 p.m. | pick up after the game 

 Senior High Fellowship, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
  Wednesday, February 7, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Confirmation Class  
 Thursday, February 8, 2018, 6:45-8:30 p.m., Room 258 



SAVE THE DATE FOR THE SPAGHETTI LUNCH AND AUCTION! 
Sunday, February 25, 2018 

Can you help with the lunch and auction? 
* Attend the spaghetti lunch and bid on auction items! 
* Volunteer as youth server, kitchen help, set-up, clean up, etc. 
 go to:   https://goo.gl/HH6139 
* Donate gift certificates, tickets, services, etc. - https://goo.gl/ZTcR6q 
* Donate desserts or other food donations for the silent and live auctions  
 and/or the bake sale - https://goo.gl/MnMWzf  

Auction questions:  Kathy – call the church office 
Lunch questions:  Linda – call the church office 

DISCIPLESHIP HOURS 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR is every Sunday at 11:30 a.m. 
All are welcome! Here are some upcoming highlights: 

Coffee Fellowship - February 18th in Lyle Buck Hall 
Hosted by Lydia Circle. 

Spaghetti Lunch and Auction - February 25th in Lyle Buck Hall 
Sponsored by Christian Education (CE) to support Youth Ministry.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

THE COLD WEATHER SHELTER STARTS TOMORROW!  
First Presbyterian will host the shelter from Monday evening, February 5, 2018 
until Monday morning, February 19, 2018. Help set-up today following the 
10:30 a.m. worship service. We need lots of volunteers to cook dinner, stay 
overnight, do laundry, clean the sleeping areas and provide company to our 
guests each evening. Please see the sign-up board and list of requested 
donations in the Lower Commons. Questions? Contact Margot – call the church 
office. 

MISSION TRIP TO PHILLIPINES DONATIONS – The group going to the Philippines 
to visit Emma Warman, Young Adult Volunteer, is leaving on February 15. They 
are collecting items needed by Little Children of the Philippines (LCP), a  
non-denominational community-based Christian organization, helping children 
through sponsorship and other programs to become contributing members of 
society in the context of Christian values. Pick up a flyer at the Welcome Desk for 
the complete list of items. Items can be left in the marked bin in the Lower 
Commons. Monetary donations can be made in the offering or brought to the 
church office. Please clearly label monetary donations with “Philippines Donation 
(008130).” If you have any questions, feel free to contact Angela – call the church 
office. For more information about LCP, please visit their website at 
littlechildrenphilippines.org. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – February - Fight Against Cold 
This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather 
Shelter. Cold weather is difficult enough without a roof over your head, much 
less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our area despite the 
hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please 
demonstrate your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious 
and filling foods that benefit the homeless, the hungry and the struggling. 
Suggestions are:  Beans—Dried or Canned, Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken, Canned 
Soups, Stews, Pasta, Oatmeal 



THE MITTEN TREE is back! With the cold weather here, please remember the 
children in Howard County who many not have adequate warm outer wear for 
the months ahead. Place your donations of new or gently used hats, 
mittens/gloves and scarves for all ages on the Mitten Tree located in the Upper 
Commons. Thank you. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

FLOWERS FOR SUNDAY MORNINGS 
The Flower Chart is posted outside the church office and there are many dates 
available! Stop by and see which Sunday will work for you.  

INSTANT CHURCH DIRECTORY ONLINE ANDROID APP UPDATE COMING SOON! 
In preparation for adding Groups to the mobile apps, Instant Church Directory 
will soon be releasing an update for the Android Member App. This update will 
allow Android users to create a password of their choice in the app. This upgrade 
provides a unified login experience across devices without sacrificing security. 
Please see Tidings Issue 2 February 2018 for more information. 

PER CAPITA FOR 2018 is $34.38. The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share 
of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the Synod and General 
Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this amount for each 
member of the church. First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is faithful in 
fully paying our congregation’s apportionment. A contribution of $34.38 from 
every member would mean $21, 419 which could be put to work in other ways in 
our congregation’s ministries this year. Have you paid your per capita?  
Thank you to those who have paid already! 

EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY 
Sunday, February 18 at 2:00 p.m. 
Preserving Our Past. Protecting Our Future. with Kristen Brengel 
Vice President of Government Affairs, National Parks Conservation Association 
Join us to explore how we can protect and preserve wilderness lands, including 
national parks, and why they are so important to the well-being and heart of our 
people and land.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website 
at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, February 15, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. for the March 2018 Issue #3. 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Every Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m. Church School – The Education Hour 
Ages 2 through Adult  

Ark is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1 
L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5 

Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8 
Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12 

And a variety of changing classes for Adults 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

Sunday, February 4th 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

COMMUNION | NAME TAG SUNDAY 
DEACONS COMPASSION FUND OFFERING 

 8:30 a.m. Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 
  CWS Set-up 
  Nominating Committee Meeting 
 11:45 a.m. Run for Coffee Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Sunday Evening Quiet Time 

Monday, February 5th 
COLD WEATHER SHELTER 

Tuesday, February 6th 
COLD WEATHER SHELTER 

 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. SMLT Meeting 

Wednesday, February 7th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE | COLD WEATHER SHELTER 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry 
 6:00 p.m. Senior High Supper 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Thursday, February 8th 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER 
 6:45 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 7:00 p.m. WAM Ministry Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, February 9th 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER 
 11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, February 10th 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER 
 9:00 a.m. Lydia Circle 

Sunday, February 11th 
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

MOVEABLE FEAST | COLD WEATHER SHELTER 
 8:30 a.m. Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – New Member Appreciation 
  Conversations on Race  
  Nominating Committee Meeting 
 2:00 p.m. Vantage House Worship 
 
 
 



 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 

Conversations on Race 

Read some statements from group members about why the Conversations 
on Race are important to them. 

Scott  
When I first started attending these classes/sessions, I didn’t realize the extent of 
racism in American society in the past or present. Given all that has happened in 
this area in the past couple of years, and all that is facing our nation in the past 
year, we need to understand the role that race plays in our nation and the 
impacts of the differences. I pray for the day when race truly does not matter, 
when we can judge people not by the color of their skin, but by the content of 
their character. However, we are not there. Especially the events of the past 
calendar year have shown that racism is far from dead, and it is far from 
artificially manufactured for political gain. We have a long way to go. There is 
progress, but it needs constant work. Initiatives such as Conversations on Race 
are a good start. Looking forward to continuing that work.  

Rebecca 
I continue to be deeply grateful for the Conversations on Race class.  Every book 
we have read has opened my eyes to the urgency of addressing systematic 
racism within all aspects of our society.  I have begun to use my privilege to speak 
to others about the need to honestly and openly examine our inherent 
biases and not to simply ignore the problems by stating that we are “colorblind” 
and “do not see race.”  The change is sometimes very small and slow, but I have 
witnessed friends listening and reflecting on my thoughts based on our 
discussions in the CoR class.  I also have built deep friendships in the CoR class, 
and I can say honestly it is the place my husband and I feel most connected and 
welcomed here at First Presbyterian Church. 

Kristen  
To me, CoR is a place where you can openly share your perceptions and opinions 
without fear of judgement. There are so many misconceptions and stereotypes 
surrounding race in our society today. The opportunity to speak freely with other 
people in our congregation about difficult topics is an amazing opportunity. I am 
often with my pre-schooler in his Sunday School classroom, but I am still able to 
read the books and hear the message regardless of how often I am present. 
When I am able to make class I feel welcomed and valued. I love engaging in 
purposeful conversation that can help promote positive change within my 

community so my children will hopefully have a better tomorrow.  

Please join us on the second Sunday of each month in the Parlor.  
All are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conversations On Race Mission Statement 

As stated in the Confession of 1967, "God has created the peoples of the 
earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling love, God overcomes the 
barriers between sisters and brothers and breaks down every form of 
discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. The 
church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one another as 
persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, education, 
leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political rights. 
Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination 
and ministers to those injured by it.” 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County Conversations on Race 
group strives to foster an atmosphere in which all people feel welcome, 
free to speak knowing they will be heard.  Our hope is to create the 
universal family God desires. 

 

 
 

Zentangle artwork provided by Ginny  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Black History Month Jeopardy 

This song, written by James Weldon Johnson 
and first performed in February of 1900 by 
500 young men in Jacksonville, FL in honor 
of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday is often 
referred to as the Black National Anthem. 

What is it? 
 



Easter Lily Order Form  

for 2018 

$12.00 per plant 

Deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 18 

Your Name  _______________________________________ 

Phone number  ____________________________________ 

Number of plants:  __________________ 

Amount paid:  _______________________ 

How paid:  ________ cash  _______ check 

Date paid:  __________________ 

If you place your payment in an offering envelope  

clearly mark it for Easter Lilies. Thank you. 

Information for the bulletin: (please print clearly) 

 In memory of ___________________________________ 

 In honor of _____________________________________ 

 Other message (10 words maximum) 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 Pick up plant(s) after the last service on 

Easter Sunday, April 1 

 Leave plant(s) for the Deacons to deliver 

 Other arrangements - please call to specify 

Please place the completed form in the offering plate,  

in the basket at the Welcome Desk or in mailbox #4 

If you have any questions please contact 

the church office, 410-730-3545. 

 


