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The Fourth Sunday of Advent is Christmas Eve!
This year’s calendar invites us to keep a special Sunday. We can wind down from
the month of preparation and enter into the celebration of Christmas together in
the morning and in the evening. Here’s what we’re going to do:
On Sunday morning, December 24th, we will have ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at
10:00 a.m., in the Sanctuary, for children, youth and adults. We’ll celebrate the
Fourth Sunday of Advent with Mary and Joseph, reading and singing about the
annunciation and the song Mary sang called the Magnificat. There will be Godly
Play and of course, the Nursery will be open all morning. After worship, we’ll have
some coffee and juice together.
Then, I hope you will return to worship on Sunday evening and into the night as we
celebrate Christmas Eve with our CUSTOMARY FOUR CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:
 5:00 p.m. Children’s Worship,
with the big stable scene and cloth for the cradle.
 7:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m. Festival Worship with carols and candle-lighting.
 11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service
Merry Christmas to all, Pastor Sue

Alternative Gift Fair
Saturday, December 2, 2017
10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 3, 2017
10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
in Lyle Buck Hall

from the menu bar of

Children’s Corner
Bake Sale

www.firstpreshc.org

Come do your Christmas shopping!

is now available online!

and on
http://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc.
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Advent and Christmas Activities 2017
Advent Compline
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
December 6, 13, 20
Come and gather for 30 minutes of song, scripture and
prayer as we carve out a space for worship during this
busy season of the year. We meet in the Sanctuary’s
chancel, a lovely, quiet space for us to pray for ourselves
and for the needs of the world as our part of the globe
begins to quiet down for sleep. The service beings
promptly at 7:00 p.m. and ends promptly by 7:30 p.m.
Whether you are on your way home, on your way to
work, on your way back out for activities, come and meet
for Advent Compline – as we watch and wait for the
presence of peace and love in our nighttime world.
After the service, some of us may choose to gather for a
cup of tea and conversation.

Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 10, 2017
at 5:00 p.m.
Our choirs will offer their annual music
program in celebration of our Lord’s birth.
Broadway hopeful, Austin Turner, joins us
for this wonderful celebration of
choir, handbells, and carols.
Childcare will be provided.
A reception will follow the concert
in Lyle Buck Hall.

Advent Quiet Days
Wednesday–Thursday,
December 13 & 14
9:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.
Friday, December 15
9:00 a.m.–5:00 pm.

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 17, 2017
11:30 a.m. Children meet in Sanctuary
for dress rehearsal and lunch
2:00 p.m.

Pageant begins

Join the children of First Presbyterian for a
telling of The Christmas Story. We will sing
songs, hear the story of Jesus' birth, and
celebrate with birthday cake afterwards
in Lyle Buck Hall!

In the midst of all the busy-ness of the Christmas
season, we’re making space for you to pause, take a
deep breath, gather strength and energy to live the
wonder and love we Christians find at the heart of
Christmas.
The canvas labyrinth will be laid on the floor.
There will be places around the labyrinth for you to
read, pray, light candles, draw, - simply time to find
peace, light and courage this season.
If you can help set-up the labyrinth on Tuesday,
December 12 at 6:00 p.m. or take-down the labyrinth
on Saturday, December 16, please contact
Woody Collins, sexton@firstpreshc.org

December 2017

Advent at a Glance
Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, December 2 at 9:00 a.m.
Alternative Gift Fair
Saturday, December 2, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 3, 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Poinsettia Order Deadline
Sunday, December 3
Compline
Wednesdays, December 6, 13, 20
at 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 10 at 5:00 p.m.
Quiet Days
Wednesday—Thursday, December 13 & 14
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Friday, December 15
9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Luminaria Making at Discipleship Hour
Sunday, December 17 at 11:30 a.m.

Tidings
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Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, December 2 at 9:00 a.m.
Hanging of the Greens is a merry,
jolly time of decorating our church for
Advent. There is much to be
accomplished.
Come lend a hand to make our
sanctuary ready for Christmas!

Longest Night Service
A Service of Hope and Prayer for Healing and Peace

Thursday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m.
The Winter Solstice, December 21, is the
longest and darkest night of the year in the
northern hemisphere. We gather in our
Sanctuary for an Advent worship service
that yearns for the light of Christ to dawn.
This year, December 21 falls on a Thursday.
We’ll gather at 7:00 p.m.

Everyone is invited to this service. We especially extend a
hand of welcome to those who are carrying a heavier
Children’s Christmas Pageant
burden this year during the holiday season. Some of you
Sunday, December 17 at 2:00 p.m.
are grieving a personal loss, a broken relationship, a
Longest Night Service
difficult diagnosis. Some of you and your colleagues live
Thursday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m.
or work under stress. Some of you must give your
Fourth Sunday of Advent Service
attention to terrible and troubling situations around the
Sunday, December 24 at 10:00 a.m. One service globe, and must bear this burden quietly. All of us are
No Sunday School or Worship Bridge
deeply moved by the coming of Christ into a world that is
Christmas Eve Services
filled with violence, terror, oppression and fear.
Sunday, December 24 (see front page)
The Service for the Longest Night is a time of sharing in
Extra Nursery Helpers are needed at all
hope. We sing, we listen, we light candles, and we share
Christmas Eve Services!
in silent mediation and reflection. We pray for a world of
First Sunday after Christmas Worship
peace.
& End of Year Brunch
Following the worship service we gather as family for a
Sunday, December 31 at 10:00 a.m.
warm supper and conversation in Lyle Buck Hall. Please
No Sunday School or Worship Bridge
come and join us. If you or someone you know has
Nursery Care & Godly Play will be available
experienced a loss in the past year, or if you or someone
End of Year Brunch at 11:00 a.m.
you know is carrying a quiet burden or a silent grief,
All are welcome! If you would like to volunteer to
please come, and encourage them to come as well.
help set-up or clean-up, please contact
discipleship@firstpreshc.org
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December Adult Church School Options
Advent Sundays December 3, 10 and 17
Advent is the time we think about being on the road to Bethlehem, and
December offers opportunities for adults to prepare our hearts for
Christmas. Everyone is invited to participate—young adults, middle
adults, seasoned adults.
NEW IN DECEMBER
Advent Art and Inspiration
December 4, 11 & 18—three weeks—Room 252

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE
is available at the Wake-Up Station on
the second floor across from the
Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and head to
class! Please return the cups to the
drop off bins. Enjoy!

Have no time to commit to a month-long class? Need some calm and creativity during the Christmas
season? This may be the class for you. Each Sunday will focus on a way to slow down and breathe by
sharing in a simple artistic activity with others who want to savor the season:
 December 3—Praying in Color with Angela models an active, meditative,
playful prayer practice that requires no artistic skill.
 December 10—Patterns and Perspectives with Clarence and Ben
explores patterns in Islamic art and Christian architectural design that are used as a
means of guided meditation.
 December 17—Stars and Songs with Elaine , Clarence , and Ben offers an opportunity
to make origami stars and share in singing together.
Join us for all three classes, or drop in for one or two. We hope you’ll find each class peaceful and
inspiring.
Conversations on Race—Facing Racism, led by Paula and Erin
December 3, 10 & 17—three weeks—in Room 258
Please join us in December as we have a guided discussion of racism using the Presbyterian Mission’s
Facing Racism study guide. We will have more casual drop-in classes that will allow anyone who wishes
to join us to come to join us for just one, or perhaps all three classes, as the busy holiday season allows.
Here is a link to the material: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/facing-racism-visionintercultural-community-antiracism-study-guides/ Please save the PDF to you favorite mobile device to
aid in your participation in the discussion. We will have a few copies available in class but we will need
them returned at the end of each session.
Our schedule is:
December 3—Week 1. Biblical Imperative to Antiracism
December 10—Week 3. PC(USA) and Racial Reconciliation
December 17—Week 6. Responding as a Community of Faith
CONTINUING ALL YEAR:
The Bible in Depth – Ecclesiastes—taught by Doyle
Continues all year – join in at any time—Clark Parlor
This lively conversational study will probe the wisdom of the Book of Proverbs, a collections of short,
pithy sayings and a couple of longer instructions. Come and sift through the observations made by
the wise of ancient Israel, and decide which still seem “wise” today, and which do not.
(continued on page 13)
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Annual Response Program (ARP)
GRATEFUL GIVING
IT’S NOT TOO LATE to TURN IN YOUR ESTIMATE OF GIVING PLEDGE
so that your Church can thrive and grow.
Submit your Estimate of Giving Card now by placing it in the Joash box in the sanctuary. You can also take
it to the church office or mail your response. As another option, you can send an Email with your Giving
Estimate to the password protected Email address pledges@firstpreshc.org. This email should include
your name, address, phone number, and pledge amount per week/month/quarter/or year. You will
receive an automated response once you send the email to provide instant assurance that it was received
by the church.
With your help we can meet our goal before the New Year!
Remember that your church is essentially self-funded annually. By making an annual pledged gift estimate
now, you will allow the Church to effectively plan for the coming year as pledged gifts are the largest
source of funding (80%) for the church and therefore impact many church areas and activities.
God is generous!
Let us return a portion of what God has given us, enthusiastically, earnestly and joyfully.

Guatemala Fund Drive Surpasses Goal
Once again members and friends of The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County gave their heartfelt
support to the Guatemala Scholarship Program. We will be sending 82 young people to middle or high school
in 2018, beating last year’s total by 5! We hope that each donor will take
pleasure in knowing that their scholarship gift has enriched the life of a young
person. Thank you for sharing your gifts.
The Guatemalan school year will begin in January and meanwhile the eight
churches and Presbytery officials there are selecting new students, registering
them in their chosen schools and outfitting them with uniforms and school
supplies. It is a very exciting and busy time for them, and their hearts are full of
gratitude for the opportunity you have provided. Continuing scholarship
students are secure in their paths to a better future.
The Guatemala Scholarship Fund is open for donations throughout the year and
at the Alternative Gift Fair, which will give us a head start on the 2019 school year.
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DISCIPLESHIP AND CARING MINISTRIES
INVITES YOU TO
Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall
Here are some upcoming highlights:
Sunday, December 3, 2017—Alternative Gift Fair—10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 10, 2017—Conversations on Race (CoR) is hosting a presentation from The Center
where compassion meets justice (http://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/about-us.) with Kate Foster Connors,
Director of The Center, a ministry of Baltimore Presbytery in Baltimore City. The Center’s mission is to
inspire and equip churches and individuals to engage boldly with their neighborhoods - to get involved
where Christ’s love and justice are already at work. The Center hosts church groups of all ages for mission
experiences in the Baltimore metro area. Please join us for fellowship, discussion, and refreshments.
Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Lydia Circle
Sunday, December 17, 2017—Luminaria Making Party—Come participate in a Christmas tradition of
luminaria making. The word luminaria means “festival light”. Help assemble these lovely luminaria we use
to decorate our walkways on Christmas Eve. Refreshments of cookies and hot chocolate will be served.
Sunday, December 24, 2017—Christmas Eve—Merry Christmas! There will be NO Discipleship Hour at
11:30 a.m. Worship is at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 31, 2017—End of Year Brunch—What better way to reflect on 2017 and look forward to
2018 by joining us for an End of Year Brunch!? All are welcome. If you would like to volunteer to help with
set-up or cleanup, please contact discipleship@firstpreshc.org
All are invited to Lyle Buck Hall for Brunch following the 10:00 a.m. service. Only one worship service on
New Year’s Eve morning!
Everyone is invited every week to gather for fellowship after the 10:30 a.m. worship service! See you there!

Youth Christmas Pajama Party & Lock-in
Mid-Highs & Senior Highs
Saturday, December 9, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
Dress in your favorite holiday PJ’s to celebrate the season with friends.
Holiday games, treats, movies and more! Feel free to bring a friend.
We will attend the 8:30 a.m. service together in our PJ’s on December 10th.
Please bring:
Sleeping bag, pillow, pajamas
$5 for pizza
Signed permission postcard
Toiletries (toothbrush, etc.)
Snack or drink to share
Last names A-M bring snacks
Last names N-Z bring beverages

Student
Ministry
Event

Contact Virginia Callegary, 410-730-3545,
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, for more info.
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Student Ministry
Youth Activities Calendar
Tuesday, December 5
SMLT Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 6
Senior High Supper
6:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 7
Confirmation Class
6:45-8:30 p.m.
Christmas Break!
Remember to do your
Christmas Break project!
Next class is Thursday, January 4th!
Saturday, December 9
Youth Christmas PJ Party & Lock-In
Mid-Highs & Senior Highs
7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 13
Senior High Supper
6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 20
Senior High Supper
6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 24
One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve Services—5:00 p.m.,
7:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.
Monday, December 25
Christmas Day

Snow Ball 2018
One of the favorite events each year for the Senior High
School students at First Presbyterian is the Snow Ball.
On Saturday, January 6, 2018, the Snow Ball is a low-stress,
high-fun, dinner and dance party for senior high youth
(grades 9-12) of the church.
Each year the basic rules are refreshed: No dates; No new
dresses or jackets; Everyone dances with everyone! Those
who are comfortable dancing help teach those who are still
getting the gist of it. And … you must dress up.
Girls gather together at one house to do hair, nails, and
dresses. Boys gather at another house to learn how to tie ties
and try to get their hair to stay in place. A candlelight dinner is
served by members of the church, with non-alcoholic drinkmakers in elegant tuxedos. The music is loud and the selection
vigorously debated. We learn how to dance.
Oh! And we have a Royal Court! Selected at random from a
hat, the Court comes in to the sound of “Royal Music.” And it
is all just funnnnnnnnnnn!
Thanks to the youth advisors and friends of youth in the
church for all the help to make the annual Snow Ball such a
memorable evening!
The Annual Snow Ball Dance is coming soon,
on Saturday, January 6, 2018.
The youth do need some parent volunteers to
help plan and/or prepare the dinner.
We are also looking for “get ready” houses, one
for the boys and one for the girls.
If you can help out with dinner or offer your
house for dressing up, please contact
Virginia
Callegary
or
email
Christianed@firstpreshc.org.
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Mission Opportunities
Cold Weather Shelter 2018
Monday, February 5 through Monday, February 19, 2018
The Cold Weather Shelter is a joint venture among Grassroots Crisis Center, the Howard County
Government and 16 Howard County churches and synagogues. For 18 weeks from November through
March, 20-25 homeless men, women, and children are housed and fed from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m.
nightly. We have hosted 1 week old infants and 70 year old veterans. Most congregations host the guests
for a week; we and one other congregation host them for 2 weeks. Our guests will be with us each night
from Monday evening, February 5th through Monday morning, February 19, 2018. As always, we will need
lots of help with preparation on Sunday, February 4th after church, set up on the afternoon of Monday,
February 5th, take down on the morning of February 19th, daily cleaning of the shelter, daily laundry,
evening hosts, overnight hosts, dinner preparers, and emergency coverage during the day in the event of
a blizzard. For any questions, please the church office or Woody Collins. No experience necessary!
The following items are being requested for donation by Grassroots:
Twin sheets, flat and fitted (gently used ok)
Pillowcases (gently used ok)
Towels and washcloths (gently used ok)
New pillows
New underwear (especially larger sizes), boxers preferred for men
Deodorant Shaving cream
Razors Lip balm
Hand cream
Tissues
Feminine hygiene products
Please place items in the box in the Lower Commons by the sign up board
Please do NOT donate any used clothes, including coats

Church School Christmas Break
Church School for Children, Youth and Adults will be on a two-week Christmas break on December 24, 2017
and December 31, 2017. This will allow teachers to enjoy attending Sunday morning worship service with
their family. Nursery & Godly Play will be available. The ARK, L.I.F.E., Mid Highs, Senior Highs and Adults will
reconvene on January 7, 2018. Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and thanks to all our Church School
teachers and leaders.

December 2017
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The Deacons Page
JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!!
December - POWERFUL Food
The Board of Deacons’ campaign in December
will focus on donations of POWERFUL proteinrich food for our continuing efforts against
Hunger in Howard County. Imagine how hard it
can be to have a Happy Holiday when you barely
have enough to eat.
Recommended items that have the power to
bring a smile to a child’s face are:
Peanut Butter
○ Beans—Dried or Canned
○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken
○ Canned Soups
○ Infant Formula
○ Baby & Toddler Foods.
○

Christmas Stockings
Share the spirit and joy of Christmas with families
in need in our community through FIRN, The
Salvation Army and Head Start. The Deacons will
provide Christmas Stockings or Christmas Tote Bags
for children. Stockings and Tote Bags will be
distributed in the Lower Commons through Sunday,
December 10, 2017.
If you would like further information, please
contact the church office.
Thank you in advance for your participation!

Please leave your contributions in the
“Just One Can” wooden cart in the Upper Commons.
As always, the generous support of the congregation
is greatly appreciated.

The Christmas Joy Offering—

“Because Christ Is Given, We Give” - Helping Those Who Serve the Church
Each year on the Sunday before Christmas, Presbyterian congregations express profound appreciation for
our clergy and other servants of the Church by receiving the Christmas Joy Offering. We honor our church
leaders both for their faithfulness in tending to our spiritual needs and in recognition of their decision, in
many cases, to answer the call to ministry rather than pursue a life of material comfort.
The Christmas Joy Offering provides a way to give thanks, and much-needed support, to active and retired
church workers and their families who are struggling with urgent financial needs. It’s a wonderful
opportunity for those who have been blessed with the means to express their generosity and, at the same
time, support important needs in the PC(USA) community.
Ongoing support of the Offering is critical to the Assistance Program’s being able to continue its ministry,
and so please consider contributing to the Christmas Joy Offering this Advent.
The offering will be received Sunday, December 24, 2017.
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Going green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as
more attractive and satisfying. This “Green Page” will look at one sustainability topic
each month, with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation
to care for and honor God’s amazing creation.

Plant Modification for Climate Change
Climate changes are creating environmental conditions that will be unfavorable to many plants within the
next 50 to 100 years Extinction could occur because these plants are adapted to specific environmental
conditions in a region, and changes to these conditions could lead to their elimination. Increases in extreme
weather events, such as frequent fires, floods, droughts, wind storms, and extreme heat and cold, will affect
the survival of land and water plants.
Scientists are working with genetic engineering to ensure a continuing and sufficient food supply in the face
of environmental changes. One way is to create genetically modified crop varieties that can withstand severe
drought. For example, plants have been found to close the pores in their leaves to reduce water loss from
their tissues, but this also slows plant growth. Then, when a plant suffers from another dry period, its cells
appear to “remember” how to respond to the same stress. One plant appears to have a better “memory”
and shuts off its stress response much faster after a drought, in a matter of hours versus days. As a result, it
can recover more quickly and begin growing again as soon as better conditions arrive. If the genetic material
that controls this capacity can be identified, it might be possible to switch it on in similar plants to allow
crops to get by with less water. Another development in this area of research is with soybeans. Argentina has
approved a soybean which contains a gene from a naturally drought-resistant sunflower. This could have an
enormous impact, since soybeans are the world’s fourth-largest crop by calories produced, the secondlargest source of vegetable oil, and the largest source of livestock protein. Work is also being done to
develop genetic modifications to help rice to survive flooding and drought, preventing food shortages in
some of the poorest parts of the world. Scientists have also engineered plants to withstand the damaging
effects of freezing temperatures, based on several cold-regulated genes which turn on when the
temperature drops. This development could have profound implications for agriculture in areas subject to
sudden freezes.
Many familiar concerns which are voiced about genetic engineering would apply to these developments, as
well. On the other hand, if successful, this technology could be an important aid in assisting adaption to
climate change, which is expected to have adverse effects on the ability world-wide to grow sufficient food
and avoid widespread poverty.
Jeff

Earth Forum of Howard County

No Earth Forum in December
Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.
The Intersection of Environmental Justice and Public Health
with Dr. Leana Wren, Commissioner of Health, Baltimore City
If the currency of inequality is years of life, then the opposite of poverty is health. Environmental justice is a
public health issue. Pollution, lead poisoning, and other environmental factors impact different populations
differently.
Dr. Wen runs America's oldest health department, founded in 1793, and is reimagining the role of local
public health. She is a practicing ER doctor and a passionate patient and community advocate.
Save the date for this special guest! More information in the January Tidings.
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Happy Birthday
December Birthdays

Session Meetings 2017-2018
4th Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted);
Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

2018: January 23, February 27,
Thursday, March 15, April 24, May 22,
Session Retreat—Saturday, June 16; August 28

Notes of Thanks
To our friends at First Presbyterian Church:
Words cannot adequately express the thanks my
family and I have for the many kindnesses you
extended to us during Dottie’s long illness. She was
a person of strong faith and courage, and she was
sustained by her belief in the goodness of her
friends.
Thank you for caring and ministering to us in a most
difficult time. And most of all—thank you for being
the people Jesus asks us to be.
In abiding friendship,
David and Family

Jackie & First Presbyterian Church,
We want to thank you and your generous
congregation for all of the wonderful backpacks and
school supplies for our students. We were able to
make many students smile. :) Thanks again for
thinking of us.
Running Brook Elementary
Jodi Aikens & Kim Filler
Dear Jackie & First Presbyterian Church,
We are very grateful for the generosity the
congregation in providing for the students in need
through the Prepare for Success program.
The congregation is certainly very generous. We
(Continued on page 13)
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Adult Christian Education (continued)
December Adult Ed Options (continued from page 4)
Games and Conversations—
facilitated by Brian and Ann Ventre
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.—Room 205
Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on
break? First job and lots of questions?
Come join other post-high-school, college, & postcollege young adults for a time of fellowship,
conversations, and board games as we navigate the
perils of being an adult!

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
with Pastor Sue
Mary Had a Baby
Advent Through the Lens of Four African
American Spirituals
November 29, December 6, 13 and 20
9:30—11:30 a.m. in the Parlor
A special invitation for you to join a four
week Bible study this Advent. The birth of
Jesus is celebrated in many kinds of
songs. This study uses four AfricanAmerican Spirituals as a springboard for
learning and growth, as we explore the
birth narratives in Luke and Matthew.
All are welcome!

Worship, Arts & Music News
Sunday Evening Quiet Time
First Sunday of the Month
December 3 at 5:00 p.m.
Our lives are busy with activities and responsibilities, meetings, deadlines, and householding, and our lives
reflect this busyness. Sometimes we feel like we just need to stop and be quiet for a time – to listen for the
voice of God within. Especially during the month of December! It might be easier to take this time and find
some quiet space if we could do it with others. So you are invited to gather with Pastor Sue in the
Sanctuary on the first Sunday of every month at 5:00 p.m. for 30 minutes of Quiet Time.

Formats may vary a bit. There will be candles. There might be crayons. There might be pictures or photos
to look at. There might be something to listen to. There might be something to sing. We might sit still and
we might move around. There will never be a sermon. There will always be about 15 minutes of shared
silence. We will keep to the 30 minute length.
Gathering together in worship is always a journey in itself. As we keep this open, quiet space, we’ll discover
more about the gathering itself. If asked in advance, we can arrange for childcare. If you have any
questions, be in touch with Pastor Sue – or just come, and explore this quiet space at the start of a new
week.
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Looking to the New Year
Presbyterian Women
Annual Christmas Dinner
in January

Sanctuary Flowers for 2018
Would you like to help put flowers in the Sanctuary?
There are two ways you can help…
1. If you want to give money…
Look at the Flower Chart outside the church office
Choose a Sunday and sign up.
(there is a limit of two arrangements each week)
You will be contacted for the dedication information.
The donation is $35.00.
2. If you want to give time…
You can be a flower arranger.
Contact Jan Agazio or the Church Office.
You can sign up for as many Sundays as you like.
On Saturday you will obtain flowers
(Jan can share with you the best places to shop!)
Arrange the flowers using the vases in the kitchenette
in Lyle Buck Hall
Place the flowers on the flower shelf in the sanctuary.
You can do both! Contact the church office

Save the Date!
Wednesday, January 24, 2018
in Lyle Buck Hall
Watch for details!

Notes of Thanks (Continued from page 11)
appreciate that you also support Running Brook Elementary School. There is simply so much need to try to
serve. Volunteers have sorted and distributed all the donated supplies to Howard County Public School
students from low-income families. We are a wealthy county, but 1 in 5 of our public school students are on
Free and Reduced Meals! This fact will not surprise you but it does surprise many in the community.
Please know you are a critical part of this amazingly caring, countywide partnership. Your efforts help
provide supplies that will enable students to start school alongside their more fortunate classmates—
prepared for success.
Personally, we appreciate you personally delivering the supplies to our distribution work area.
We look forward to working and sharing with you again next year.
Sincerely yours, Roy and Susan Appletree, Co-Coordinators, Prepare for Success, Community Action Council
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Submit, Authorize, Sign
It’s time for the
2017 Vouchers Deadline!
All vouchers for expenses (Jan.-Nov.) in 2017
should be turned in by December 8, 2017. If you’re
spending money in the month of December the
deadline is December 20—all vouchers should be
authorized and signed! Place vouchers with
receipts in Ministry Area Voucher folders so they
can be signed. Thank you.

2017 Annual Reports Due
Ministry Area Chairs and Church organizations
please send your 2017 Annual Report by Friday,
January 5, 2018 to Caroline Smith, Church
Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. You can
even send them before Christmas and enjoy your
holidays! Thank you!!

SNOW AND SEVERE WEATHER POLICY
In the event of snow, ice or other severe weather,
on Sundays, the Home Page of the church website,
and the church answering machine will have a
special message to inform you whether worship
services or other activities have been changed or
canceled. The decision will be made by 6:30 a.m.
with a goal to notify the radio stations (WBAL Radio,
WRBS Radio, WJZ TV, WMAR TV) and to put
a message on the church answering machine by
7:00 a.m. Call the church office at 410-730-3545 for
updated messages.
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Christmas Office Hours
The building & office will be closed for Christmas:
Monday, December 25, 2017
Tuesday & Wednesday, December 26 & 27, 2017
Church Office will be open on
Thursday, December 28 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
& Friday, December 29, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Church Office will be closed for New Years Day on:
Monday, January 1, 2018.
All bulletin information for
Sunday, December 24 & December 31, 2017
is due by noon on Monday, December 18, 2017
due to the Christmas holiday.

January 2018 Issue 1

is Thursday, December 16
To be mailed Friday, January 5
Please send articles to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
before or by the due date!
Please keep us up to date
with your current home and email address
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings!
Changes can be sent to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Sign-up to receive your monthly issue
of Tidings via email
and save some trees and money!
Thank you to many
who have signed up already!
Send your email address to
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
and next month you’ll see Tidings in color in your inbox!

The First Presbyterian Church
Of Howard County
December 2017
Issue 11
9325 Presbyterian Circle
Columbia, MD 21045
Phone: 410.730.3545
Fax: 410.715.4981
E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org
www.firstpreshc.org

Growing deep and wide!

December 2017 Sunday Morning Worship
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship
9:30 a.m. — Christian Education Hour
11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour

Tear the Heavens Open!
December 3
First Sunday of Advent
Communion Sunday
Isaiah 64:1-9 & Mark 13:28-37
Open the Heavens
Preaching: Morton Harris
December 10
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11 & Mark 1:1-8
Open the Wilderness
Preaching: Sue Lowcock Harris
Christmas Concert at 5:00 p.m.

December 17
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 & John 1:6-8, 19-28
Open the Doors
Preaching: Morton Harris
Children’s Christmas Pageant at 2:00 p.m.

December 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent
One Morning Service at 10:00 a.m.
Luke 1:26-28 & Luke 1:46-55
Open Hearth
Preaching: Sue Lowcock Harris
Christmas Eve is Sunday Night! See page 1

December 31
First Sunday after Christmas
One Morning Service at 10:00 a.m.
End of Year Brunch at 11:00 a.m.
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 & Luke 2:22-40
Open Arms
Preaching: Sue Lowcock Harris

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, December 14 by 9:00 a.m.
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981

