
THE SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, December 24, 2017 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Please remember to turn cell phones and pagers to silent for worship. 
Where you see an asterisk (*) please stand if you are able. 

PRELUDES Coventry Carol arr. Canadian Brass 

Paul Lindenmann, trumpet 

  A Babe Is Born Mathias 

A babe is born all of a may, to bring salvation unto us. 
To him we sing both night and day:  Veni Creator Spiritus. 

At Bethlehem, that blessed place, the child of bliss now born he was; 
And him to serve God give us grace:  O lux beata Trinitas. 

There came three kings out of the east, to worship the king that is so free, 
with gold and myrrh and frankincense:  A solis ortus cardine. 

The angels came down with one cry, a fair song that night sung they 
In worship of that child:  Gloria tibi Domine. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

* CAROL 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity, 
pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 



* PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

May God be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Light of life, 
you came in flesh, born into human pain and joy, 
and gave us power to be your children. 
Grant us faith, O Christ, to see your presence among us, 
so that all creation may sing new songs of gladness 
and walk in the way of peace.  
Amen. 

* CAROL 137 He Came Down He Came Down 

1. He came down that we may have love;  
he came down that we may have love;  
he came down that we may have love;  
hallelujah forevermore. 

2. He came down that we may have light;  
he came down that we may have light;  
he came down that we may have light;  
hallelujah forevermore. 

3. He came down that we may have peace;  
he came down that we may have peace;  
he came down that we may have peace;  
hallelujah forevermore. 

4. He came down that we may have joy;  
he came down that we may have joy;  
he came down that we may have joy;  
hallelujah forevermore. 

WELCOME 

ANTHEM “Glory to God”, from Messiah by G.F. Handel 

Shana Kuhn, soloist 

There were shepherds abiding in their field, 
keeping watch over their flocks by night. 

And lo! The angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 

And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heav’nly host praising God, and saying: 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth, good will towards men. 

 

 

 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON 

Isaiah 9:2-7 (page 555, Pew Bible) 

 The Word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God. 

READING Into This Silent Night by Ann Weems 

* CAROL 135 There’s a Star in the East Follow 

  Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow 

1. There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn. Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
It will lead to the place where the Christ was born. Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

Follow, follow; rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
Follow the star of Bethlehem. Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

2. If you take good heed to the angel’s words, rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
You’ll forget your flocks; you’ll forget your herds. Rise up, shepherd, and follow.  

Follow, follow; rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
Follow the star of Bethlehem. Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

SECOND LESSON 

Colossians 1:11-20 (page 956, Pew Bible) 

 The Word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God. 

READING Give Us This Year by John L. Bell 

* CAROL 112 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing Sussex Carol 

 

1.  On Christmas night all Christians sing, 
to hear the news the angels bring; 
on Christmas night all Christians sing, 
to hear the news the angels bring, 
news of great joy, news of great mirth, 
news of our merciful King’s birth. 

2.  Then why should we on earth be sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad; 
then why should we on earth be sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad, 
when from our sin he set us free, 
all for to gain our liberty? 

3.  When sin departs before his grace, 
 then life and health come in its place; 
 when sin departs before his grace, 
 then life and health comes in its place; 
 heaven and earth with joy may sing, 
 all for to see the newborn King. 

4.  All out of darkness we have light, 
 which made the angels sing this night; 
 all out of darkness we have light, 
 which made the angels sing this night: 
 “Glory to God in highest heaven; 
 peace on earth and goodwill. Amen!” 



THE OFFERING 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 OFFERTORY ANTHEM Mary’s Boy Child arr. Huff 

Long time ago in Bethlehem so the holy bible say, 
Mary’s boy child, Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day. 

Hark now hear the angels sing, Christ is born today; 
And man can live forevermore because of Christmas day. 

By and by they found a little nook in the stable all forlorn. 
And in a manger cold and dark, Mary’s little boy child was born. 

Hark now hear the angels sing, Christ is born today; 
And man can live forevermore because of Christmas day. 

Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say: 
That man can live forevermore because of Christmas day. 

THIRD LESSON 

Luke 2.1-20 (page 832, Pew Bible) 

 The Word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God. 

READING Song of the Shepherds by Richard Bauckham 

* CAROL 138 Who Would Think That What Was Needed White Rosettes 

1.  Who would think that what was needed to transform and save the earth 
 might not be a plan or army, proud in purpose, proved in worth? 
 Who would think, despite derision, that a child should lead the way? 
 God surprises earth with heaven, coming here on Christmas Day. 

2.  Shepherds watch and wise men wonder; monarchs scorn and angels sing; 
 such a place as none would reckon hosts a holy helpless thing. 
 Stable beasts and by-passed strangers watch a baby laid in hay; 
 God surprises earth with heaven, coming here on Christmas Day. 

3.  Centuries of skill and science span the past from which we move, 
 yet experience questions whether, with such progress, we improve. 
 While the human lot we ponder, lest our hopes and humor fray, 
 God surprises earth with heaven, coming here on Christmas Day. 

MEDITATION “Glory in the Highest Heaven, Dr. Morton Harris 

  And on Earth Peace” 



ANTHEM Nativity Carol John Rutter 

Born in a stable so bare, Born so long ago; 
Born ‘neath light of star He who loved us so. 

Faraway silent lay, Born today, your homage pay, 
For Christ is born for aye, Born on Christmas Day. 

Cradled by mother so fair, Tender her lullaby; 
Over her son so dear Angel hosts fill the sky. 

Faraway silent he lay, Born today, your homage pay; 
Christ is born for aye, Born on Christmas Day. 

Wise men from distant far land, Shepherds from starry hills 
Worship this babe so rare, Hearts with his warmth he fills. 

Faraway silent lay, Born today, your homage pay, 
For Christ is born for aye, Born on Christmas Day. 

Love in that stable was born Into our hearts to flow; 
Innocent dreaming babe, Make me thy love to know. 
Faraway silent he lay, Born today, your homage pay; 

Christ is born for aye, Born on Christmas Day. 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

Here is why we have lit these candles. 
We follow the Light: 
the holy Light; 
the Light which lights our path; 
the Light of justice and peace, comfort and joy; 
the Light that still lights our way… 

…Tonight we light this Christ candle, and we declare to all the earth: 
Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives. 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

* PASSING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
Please light each candle carefully, leaning the unlit candle toward the lighted one, then passing the 
light to the next person. Please hold the lighted candle upright at all times. Place your candle in a 
basket at the door when leaving. 

 



* CAROLS FOR THE LIGHT 

Born in the Night, Mary’s Child, 158 

1. Born in the night, Mary’s Child, a long way from your home; 
coming in need, Mary’s Child, born in a borrowed room. 

2. Clear shining light, Mary’s Child, your face lights up our way; 
Light of the world, Mary’s Child, dawn on our darkened day. 

3. Truth of our life, Mary’s Child, you tell us God is good; 
yes, it is true, Mary’s Child, shown on your cross of wood. 

4. Hope of the world, Mary’s Child, you’re coming soon to reign; 
King of the earth, Mary’s Child, walk in our streets again. 

Silent Night, 122 

1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, ‘round yon virgin mother and child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia:  Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!” 

3. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

4. Silent Night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King:  Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.

* BENEDICTION 

* CAROL 134 Joy to the World Antioch 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,  
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

* POSTLUDE   

  



Church Poinsettias 2017 
The Poinsettias gracing our Sanctuary this Christmas Season have been graciously given by: 

 
Janice Agazio – For less violence in the world, Come, Lord Jesus 

Ed & Catherine Blacka – In memory of Ed’s brother,  
Barry Blacka 

Ed & Catherine Blacka – In memory of Catherine’s brother, 
Dickie Guerry 

Elaine Cook – In memory of Richard & Marjorie Cook  

Janet Moye Cornick – In memory of Gail T. Lopes 

The Eichhorn Family - In honor of and in memory of  
our parents and grandparents 

Phil & Hilda English – In memory of Pat English  

Phil & Hilda English – In memory of Bob Shepard  

The Eyes Family – In memory of Margaret Colwell, and  
Doris & Leonard Eyes  

Melanie Fadrowski – “…to you is born…a Savior, who is the 
Messiah” 

Nancy Fayer – In honor of grandchildren, Dakota & Gray Subat 

Nancy Fayer – In honor of grandchildren, Allison, Jason, Ana, 
Ayna, Jamie & Juan Subat 

Ann Foltz – In memory of John Foltz 

Jeff & Natalie Funk – In memory of our parents,  
Jack & Phyllis Funk and Mary & Andrew Lee Roberts 

Jeff & Natalie Funk – Joy to the World! 

Jimmy Galdieri – In honor of the choirs of First Presbyterian 
Church 

Blessing Gunden – In memory of Richard Gunden, my husband, 
friend and partner who was and is loved. 

Blessing Gunden – In honor to God for all my loved ones who 
have gone within one year. 

Blessing Gunden – For all the members of First Presbyterian 
Church whose love, kind words, and prayers continue to be a 
source of comfort. May God bless them. 

Mark & Amy Hamilton – In memory of Uncle Gary Lohiser 

Mark & Amy Hamilton – In honor of the birthday of Elena 
Hamilton 

Morton & Sue Lowcock Harris – In memory of  
Otha & Martha Harris 

Morton & Sue Lowcock Harris – In memory of Edward J.  
& Doris Lowcock 

Morton & Sue Lowcock Harris – In memory of Tim Harris 

Alice Haskins – In memory of my sister,  
Gwendolyn Walton Daniels 

Alice Haskins – In memory of my parents,  
Alice & Joseph Walton 

Alice Haskins – In memory of my brothers,  
Joseph Walton and Roland Walton 

Blondelle Hunter - Thanks be to God for my sons,  
Kori and Ian  

Blondelle Hunter - Thanks be to God for my grandson, Kamden  

Joan Kammerer – In honor of my grandchildren – Olivia, 
Georgia and Rhys 

Gloria L. Keesee – For love of children and grandchildren 

Will & Janet Klingaman – In honor of Noah and Sophie 
Klingaman 

Will & Janet Klingaman – In honor of Richard and Henry Oles 

Tracy Krzys – In honor of my wonderful children  

Tracy Krzys – In honor of my wonderful granddaughter 

Alix & Tom Latona - In memory of Alexander Zablotny 

Lydia Circle – In loving memory of Dottie Kingsley 

Joanne Martin – In memory of Jon Martin-Crawford 

Joanne Martin – In memory of Lillian Martin 

Joanne Martin – In memory of Gruver Martin 

Lang, Mortimer, Merrill Family – In memory of Diana Lang 

Monica Metz – In memory of Dean & Sandra Metz 

Monica Metz – In memory of Frances & Willie Shrader 

Tom & Judy Nassau – In honor of our children –  
Steve, Arlene and Joe 

Dede Newport – Happy Christmas Birthday, Bruce 

Doyle & Ellen Nichols – In memory of Mary & Bill Nichols 

Doyle & Ellen Nichols – In memory of Lois Willard 

Roy & Agnes Reid – In memory of their niece, Veronica Jackson 

Roy & Agnes Reid – In honor of their new grandson,  
Roman Guy Sweeney 

Kathryn Schatz – In memory of both parents 

Secret Pal - In honor of Akua Asiedu from her Secret Pal 

Secret Pal - In honor of Janet Sivo from her Secret Pal 

Tina, Anna, Lauren & Caroline Siedlecki - In memory of  
Dean Siedlecki 

Tina, Anna, Lauren & Caroline Siedlecki - In honor of  
Mike & Nancy Saarlas 

Maria Slack - In memory of Howard Slack 

Maria Slack - In memory of Andrew Slack 

Patricia R. Smith – In memory of my husband, Richard 

Patricia R. Smith – In honor of my children Kathleen, Richard 
and Adam 

The Teoman Family – In memory of Sule and Emre Teoman 

The Teoman Family – In honor of Al and Pat Crosby 

Trey Warman & Angela Nichols – In memory of Judy Warman 

Trey Warman & Angela Nichols – In honor of Margaret Nichols 

Margot Watson & Bob LeCompte – In memory of  
Janice Watson  

Margot Watson & Bob LeCompte – In honor of Molly,  
Emily & Christopher LeCompte  

Betsy L. Weingarten – In loving memory of my father, 
Murray Weingarten and in honor of my mother, 
Shirley Weingarten 

Pam Wilson – In memory of John Wilson 

The Yuran Family 



WELCOME TO CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

We welcome you to this household of faith tonight, and pray that as you celebrate the birth of Christ 
you will be filled with God’s gifts of hope, peace, joy, and a great and generous love. 

May God’s Holy light, shining in Jesus Christ, fill your life. 

Thank you to our Ushers, Greeters, and Audio Team for tonight’s services: 
5:00 p.m. Margot Watson, Angela Nichols, Emily LeCompte, Laura Hampton, Jonathan St. John 
7:00 p.m. Margot Watson, Chrissy Barnett, Emily LeCompte, Laura Burris 
9:00 p.m.  Nancy Rentkiewicz, Barry Firebaugh 
11:00 p.m.  Margot Watson, Jonathan Thornhill 

Thank you to the Handbell Choir for playing in the Upper Commons prior to each service: 
7:00 p.m. - Jon Barnett, Amanda Foust, Christine Lindenmann, Elaine Cook 
9:00 p.m. - Evelyn Mogren, Amanda Foust, Christine Lindenmann, Elaine Cook 

Thank you to Paul Lindenmann, trumpet at the 7:00 and 9:00 p.m. services. 

Childcare for Infants and Toddlers is available tonight during the 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. services. 
Ask an usher for directions to Room 151 or 159. 

Holiday Office Hours:  The church office is closed Monday, December 25, Tuesday, December 26 and 
Wednesday, December 27. The church office is open Thursday, December 28 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
and Friday, December 29 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The Church Office is closed on Monday, January 1, 2018 
in celebration of New Year’s Day. 

Come All to Worship on New Year’s Eve, Sunday, December 31, 2107 at 10:00 a.m. Following the service will be 
an End of Year Brunch in Lyle Buck Hall. We’ll share great food and fellowship. $2 per person/$5 per family 

Are you looking for a church home? First Presbyterian Church is a community of people who are enthusiastic 
about walking the way of Jesus Christ together. You can speak with any of the Pastors, Elders, Deacons or any 
member of First Presbyterian Church about what it means to be part of this company of Jesus’ friends. You can 
visit our website to find out more about our mission and ministry, www.firstpreshc.org. And Pastor Morton and 
Pastor Sue would also be pleased to speak with you, just call the Church Office at 410.730.3545.  

Regular Sunday Morning Worship schedule resumes on January 7, 2018. 
8:30 a.m. Worship | 10:30 a.m. Worship | 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

Church School - The Education Hour - ages 2 through Adult resumes on Sunday, January 7, 2018 at 9:30 a.m. 
Visit our website to see what is happening: www.firstpreshc.org 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, Maryland 21045 | 410.730.3545 

Ministers: All the members of the church 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 

Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

James Galdieri, Director of Music Ministries jgaldieri@firstpreshc.org 

Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 

Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Child Care Coordinator  

The Rev. Ruth Bell, Parish Visitor rbell@firstpreshc.org 

The Rev. T. Webster Brenner, Parish Associate  

The Rev. Stephen Mann, Parish Associate  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalcyzk 410-433-8861 x115 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

