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Annual Response Program 

GRATEFUL GIVING 

Commitment Sunday 

Stewardship Cards Returned 

Sunday, November 5 

Thank and Tell Sunday 

Sunday, November 12 

For more details see page 6 

Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to 

Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  
Here are some upcoming highlights: 

 Reformation Sunday—October 29 in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Celebrate the 500th birthday of the Protestant Reformation  

with cake and coffee. 

 BINGO Cider and Donuts—November 5 in Branch Hall 

Donuts and Cider with your friend from First Presbyterian—what could be 

more fun? White Elephant gifts for the BINGO game winners. Food, fun, and 

fellowship for all. 

 Thank and Tell Sunday—November 12 in Lyle Buck Hall 

 All are invited to a luncheon to celebrate 2017, look forward to 2018, and 

share the results of the Annual Response Program. Hosted by the Year 

Round Stewardship Committee. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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November Adult Church School Options 
Every Sunday Morning during the Education Hour 

9:30—10:25 a.m. 

NEW IN NOVEMBER 

Considering Social Issues through the Lens of Christ’s Example – 

facilitated by Estelene and Matt 

November 5, 12 & 19 – Room 252 

Why do Americans have such divergent views of “the Christian thing to 

do”?  How can Christ’s example inform our thinking when some of the 

problems we face didn’t even exist in his time?  Each class will begin with a 

discussion of how selected stories from the Gospels reveal Christ’s values 

and beliefs.  Then we’ll explore media that offer a variety of perspectives 

on a particular social issue each week and consider how Christ’s example 

can inform our thinking and shape our opinions about the issue.   

We hope not to debate, nor will we attempt to draw conclusions about the complicated challenges we 

face.  We simply hope to open a door to respectful dialogue among participants of varying perspectives 

about what Christ’s example can teach us about the way we approach the world. 

Histories and Mysteries of the Exodus—led by Bill  
through November 19—Room 252 

Who was Moses? When was the Exodus? What about those plagues? Where is Mount Sinai? This class 

gives us a look at the historical and archeological record regarding the numerous theories of the when, 

where, how, and who surrounding this key Hebrew Testament story. Bill will help us explore this 

important book of the bible in fresh and meaningful ways.  

CONTINUING ALL YEAR: 

The Bible in Depth:  Proverbs and on to Ecclesiastes!—taught by Doyle  
Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time—Clark Parlor 

This lively conversational study is reading through the wisdom literature of 

the Old Testament. All are invited to jump right in! 

Games and Conversations—facilitated by Brian and Ann  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.—Room 205 

Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on break? First job and lots of questions?  

Come join other post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults for a time of fellowship, 

conversations, and board games as we navigate the perils of being an adult!  

Sunday, November 26—Come to the Advent Festival at 9:30am in Lyle Buck Hall!  
 Let’s get ready to Deck the Halls and welcome the Child of Peace. 

 

 

 

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE 

is available for adults 

attending Church School. The 

Wake-Up Station is on the 

second floor across from the 

Parlor. Get a cup of coffee 

and head to class! Please 

return the cups to the drop 

off bins. Enjoy! 



 

 

Wednesday, November 1 
 Senior High Supper  
 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 

Thursday, November 2, 9, 16 & 30 
 Confirmation Class 
 6:45-8:30 p.m. in Room 258 

Wednesday, November 8 
 Mid-High Supper  
 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 

Friday-Sunday, November 10-12 
 Youth Fall Retreat—Mid-Highs & Senior Highs 
 Camp Pine Springs, Pennsylvania 
 Registration materials available in Branch Hall 

Wednesday, November 15 
 Senior High Supper  
 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 

Wednesday, November 29 
 Mid-High Supper  
 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 
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Advent Festival 
Sunday, November 26, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. 

Prepare for Advent during Church School on November 26. 
We’ll play games, do crafts, listen to music, and much more to 
help us prepare for the observance of the birth of Jesus.  
You’ll leave with new ideas and materials to help you 
celebrate this Season of preparation. There will be something 
for everyone from kids to adults! 

All are invited! Come early and attend 
this event as there will be  
NO Church School Classes for children, 
youth or adults at 9:30 a.m. The Advent 
Festival is Church School this day!  
Come and prepare! 

The Christmas Pageant 

is Coming! 
Reminder to all  

Ark and L.I.F.E. Families… 

Rehearsals for the Christmas Pageant start 

on Sunday November 19 during the Sunday 

School Hour. If your kids are interested in 

being in the Pageant, please make sure 

they come to Sunday School on the first 

day of rehearsals. Additional rehearsals will 

be held on December 3 and December 10.  

The Pageant will take place on Sunday, 

December 17 at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

Reminder that there is 

no Sunday School or 

Pageant Rehearsal on 

Sunday, November 26 

so that all may attend 

the Advent Festival. 

Calendar of Events for Student Ministry 

Dates to remember: 
Conversations on Race 
Sunday, November 12 (Second Sunday!) 

at 2:00 p.m. in Branch Hall 

See article on page 13 

All are invited to attend. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

with Pastor Sue 

Every Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.  

in the Parlor 

This year’s text:  Exodus 

All are welcome!  

Come join in at any time! 

Christian Education News 



 

 

Worship, Arts & Music 
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Calling All Musicians  
With Children 

WAM is interested in knowing 
whether or not there is need for child care  

during Chancel and/or Handbell choir rehearsals.  
If child care availability would make a difference between joining a choir or not,  

please contact the church office. 

NEW Worship Opportunity 
Sunday Evening Quiet Time 

First Sunday of the Month at 5:00pm 

Begins November 5, 2017 

Our lives are busy with activities and responsibilities, meetings, deadlines, and householding, and our lives 

reflect this busyness. Sometimes we feel like we just need to stop and be quiet for a time – to listen for the 

voice of God within. It might be easier to take this time and find some quiet space if we could do it with 

others. 

So you are invited to gather with Pastor Sue in the Sanctuary on the first Sunday of every month at  
5:00 p.m. for 30 minutes of Quiet Time. Formats may vary a bit – but will always include about  
15 to 20 minutes of shared silence. We will keep to the 30 minute length.  

Gathering together in worship is always a journey in itself. As we keep this open, quiet space, we’ll discover 
more about the gathering itself. If you have any questions, be in touch with Pastor Sue – or just come, and 
explore this quiet space at the start of a new week. 

 Advent Art—Canopy of Stars—November 19 in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Worship, Arts & Music (WAM) is hosting an advent decoration discipleship hour. Much like the paper 

crane project, WAM is asking for help creating a canopy of stars to decorate the sanctuary in Advent. 

There will be tasks for all skill levels. Please join us for fellowship, art, and refreshments.  

Coffee Fellowship hosted by Ruth Circle. 

 Advent Festival—November 26 at 9:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Come early this week and enjoy the Advent Festival at 9:30 a.m.  

in Lyle Buck Hall. There will be NO Discipleship Hour/Coffee at 11:30 a.m. See details on page 3.  

Everyone is invited every week! See you there! 

November Discipleship Hours (continued from page 1) 
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Poinsettia Orders 
Please order a poinsettia to help beautify our sanctuary this Christmas season. 

Poinsettias can be taken home after the midnight Christmas Eve service.  

Cost is $11.00 and order forms are at the Welcome Desk. 

Deadline for orders is Sunday, December 3. 

For more information or questions, contact the church office. 

Advent Activities for your Calendar! 
Advent begins at the beginning of December! All the traditional events that make First Presbyterian special at 

that time begin. Detailed information will be in next month’s Tidings. Please mark your calendars for the 

following events: 

Sunday, November 26 “All Church” Advent Festival at 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Nights  Worship:  Compline at 7:00 p.m. 

December 6, 13, 20  a brief pause in a hectic season 

Saturday, December 2 Hanging of the Greens (that’s decorating the church!) 

 Alternative Gift Fair, see details page 10. 

Sunday, December 3  Alternative Gift Fair, see details page 10. 

Saturday, December 9 Youth Christmas Party & Lock-In 

Sunday, December 10 Christmas Concert, at 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday-Friday, December 13-15 Advent Quiet Days, 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 17 Luminaria Making at Discipleship Hour, 11:30 a.m. 

 Children’s Christmas Pageant, at 2:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 21 Worship:  The Longest Night, at 7:00 p.m.  

Advent Wreath Sign-ups 
The Advent Wreath arrives and will be ready to be lighted in our worship liturgy on 

Sunday, December 3. Families, friends, neighbors, classmates, teammates – any group 

of people can sign up to lead the congregation in lighting the Advent Candles.  

Pastor Sue will give you the liturgy about a week in advance. Practice on your own, and 

then come on Sunday morning to lead the liturgy and light the candles! 

We light candles on the Advent Wreath all four Sundays of Advent at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk – or email Pastor Sue, sharris@frstpreshc.org 

WAM is Looking Towards Advent ... 
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Commitment Sunday is approaching on November 5th: 

Please remember to complete and submit your Estimate of Giving Card. 

Let us rejoice in the gifts the Lord has provided, and prayerfully consider how much we can give back to God  

for the immeasurable grace and mercy we are given every day. 

GRATEFUL GIVING 

Remember that your church is essentially self-funded annually. Your generous sharing sustains all of the good works 

done in Jesus’ name. One way to show our gratitude for the many gifts God has given us is by returning a portion of 

those gifts to the church so that they may continue to be enjoyed by all. By making an annual pledged gift estimate 

now, you will allow the Church to effectively plan for the coming year since pledged gifts are the largest source of 

funding (80%) for the church and therefore impact many church areas and activities such as: Church to effectively 

plan for the coming year since pledged gifts are the largest source of funding (80%) for the church and therefore 

impact many church areas and activities such as: 

Important Dates to Remember: 

NOVEMBER 5:  Commitment Sunday 

NOVEMBER 12:  Thank & Tell Sunday 

Annual Response Program (ARP) 

MISSION PROGRAMS BUILDING 

 Cold Weather Shelter 

 Bridges to Housing 
Stability 

 Mission Outreach 

West Virginia 

Cuba 

Guatemala 

 Mission Coworkers in 

Central Africa 

Mexico 

Peru 

 Musical Programs 

 Guest Musicians 

 Education Curriculum 

 Scholarships & 
Chaperones for Retreats 
such as: 

Massanetta 

Triennium 

Montreat 

 Discipleship Hour 

 Head Start support 

 Earth Forum 

 Electricity 

 Salaries & Personnel 

 Heating & Cooling 

 Mortgage service 

 Building & Grounds 

 Computers & Audio Visual 

 Insurance 

 Elevator, Fire, Kitchen 
Safety Systems and 
Inspections 

Please submit your Estimate of Giving Card by placing it in the Joash box in the sanctuary. You can also take it to the 

church office or mail your response. As another option, you can send an Email with your Giving Estimate to the 

secure Email address pledges@firstpreshc.org. This email should include your name, address, phone number, and 

pledge amount per week/month/quarter/or year. You will receive an automated response once you send the email 

to provide instant assurance that it was received by the church. 

On Thank & Tell Sunday, November 12, we invite you to a luncheon to celebrate 2017, look forward to 2018, and 
share the results of the Annual Response Program. 

God is generous! Let us return a portion of what God has given us, enthusiastically, earnestly and joyfully.  
Together, with the grace of God, there is no limit to what we can achieve.  

O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; for God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
Psalm 106:1 
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The Green Page 

Multiple studies published in peer-reviewed scientific journals show that 97 percent or more of climate 

scientists, nationally and internationally, agree that the climate-warming trends over the past century are 

extremely likely due to human activities. However, many people question both this position and the science 

supporting it. The public’s perception of science has been found to affect their belief on climate change. This 

has been affected by a misinformation campaign to deny the existence of the consensus among scientists. 

This includes significant funding by large corporations within the fossil fuel and utilities industries for 

attempts to mislead the public about the trustworthiness of climate science. 

Following is a short list of some of the many global warming and climate change myths, (compared with the 

consensus among climate scientists):   

The climate has changed before. (The climate reacts to whatever affects it at a particular time. This has 

often been a rise in atmospheric CO2 due to various causes; currently, the cause is the increased use of fossil 

fuels by humans.);  

Climate warming is due to an increase in sunspots. (Over the last 35 years, the sun has shown a cooling 

trend, while global temperatures continue to increase.);  

the weather is actually cooling. (Claims of global warming reversing are often made based on recent, local 

weather events, rather than long-term global trends.); 

Animals and plants can adapt. (Global warming is causing mass extinction globally among species that 

cannot adapt on short time frames.); 

Antarctica is gaining ice. (Satellite measurements show that Antarctica is losing ice at an increasing rate.); 

and  

Extreme weather isn’t caused by global warming. (Extreme weather events have always happened. 

However, an increase in extreme weather is expected with global warming because rising temperatures 

affect weather in several ways, and changes in the frequency of extreme events coinciding with global 

warming have already been observed.) 

Jeff Funk 

Climate Change Consensus 

Going green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive 

and satisfying. This “Green Page” will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider 

and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God’s amazing creation. 



 

 

 

 

 

Earth Forum of Howard County 
presents 

The Bipartisan Climate Solutions Caucus 
Working Effectively Across Traditional Political Boundaries 
with Stephanie Doyle, Senior Outreach Liaison for Citizens’ Climate Lobby 

Sunday, November 19, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. 

Is it possible to get anything done for the environment in our current political climate? 

Citizens’ Climate Lobby is a non-profit, non-partisan, grassroots advocacy organization focused on 

national policies to address climate change. Their consistently respectful, non-partisan approach to 

climate education and advocacy is designed to create a broad, sustainable foundation for climate action 

across all geographic regions and political inclinations. By building upon shared values rather than 

partisan divides, and empowering their supporters to work in keeping with the concerns of their local 

communities, they work towards the adoption of fair, effective, and sustainable climate change 

solutions. Stephanie Doyle will talk about some of the strategies CCL has used both at the federal and 

local level, not just in talking with elected officials, but with the wider public, on climate change and 

solutions, and how to discuss topics that seem politicized beyond repair.  

She will also touch on one of CCL's biggest successes this past year, the House of Representatives, 

Bipartisan Climate Solutions Caucus. The Caucus is now up to 60 Members (30 Republicans and 30 

Democrats) and are working to find solutions that are both bipartisan and effective to reduce carbon 

emissions. Stephanie will talk about how the caucus was formed, the challenges it faces, as well as 

discuss how important and vital it is to the climate movement as a whole.  

The Earth Forum is free and open to all interested people. 
Contact earthforum@firstpreshc.org, or call 410-730-3545. 

 See us on Facebook or See www.earthforumhc.org 

Come, join us at the Earth Forum. 
First Presbyterian Church of Howard County, 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 
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JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!! 
In November - Thanksgiving 
The Board of Deacons’ campaign in November focuses on donations suitable for Thanksgiving Feasts as 
part of our continuing efforts against Hunger in Howard County. This project is organized by the church’s 
Deacons and will provide 25 families from the local community with a food basket and a $50 food card.  
In addition, 25 families who are supported by the Foreign-Born Information and Referral Network (FIRN) 
will receive $100 food cards to purchase items for their Thanksgiving holiday celebration. The Deacons are 
asking the congregation for non-perishable food items in the list below: 

 

The collection point for items will be the “Just One Can” wooden cart in the Upper Commons across from 
the Welcome Center. Food collection for this project ends on Sunday, November 12. The food baskets and 
food cards will be distributed on Friday, November 17.  

Your support of this annual project is greatly appreciated. 

 

The Deacons Page 

Share the spirit and joy of Christmas with 

families in need in our community through 

FIRN, The Salvation Army and Head Start. The 

Deacons will provide Christmas Stockings or 

Christmas Tote Bags for children. Stockings 

and Tote Bags will be distributed in the Lower 

Commons starting Sunday, November 26 and 

continue through Sunday, December 10. 

If you would like further information,  

please contact the church office. 

Thank you in advance for your participation! 

Christmas Stockings 
Sunday, November 26 - Sunday, December 10, 2017 

Remember the Deacons  
Thanksgiving Food Drive 

through Sunday, November 12, 2017 

 Canned Fruit 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Canned pie fillings 

 Cranberry sauce 

 Boxes of instant 

mashed potatoes 

 Boxes of stuffing mix 

 Rice 

 Pasta 

 Gravy Packets 

 Pie crusts 

 Fruit Juices 

 Biscuit mix 

 Cornbread mix 

 Brownie mix 

 Cookie mix 

 Cake mix 

 Coffee 

 Flour 

 Sugar 

 Cooking Oil 

Book Drive 
Ruth Circle is collecting 

new and like-new 

books to give as 

Christmas gifts to the 

Head Start preschool 

program at First 

Presbyterian Church. 

Please plan to bring 

them to church 

starting in mid-

November. Thank you! 



 

 

Mission Opportunities 
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Trip to the Philippines to visit YAV Emma 
Late January or Early February 2018 

Are you interested in visiting the Philippines sometime Late January or Early February 2018?  A mission trip 

is being organized to visit Emma Warman, a church member serving a one-year tour as a Young Adult 

Volunteer (YAV) in Dumaguete City in the Philippines. In addition to visiting with Emma, the trip will 

involve learning about the work Emma is doing with a non-denominational organization called Little 

Children of the Philippines and a variety of educational and cultural experiences. Emma’s YAV site 

coordinator will coordinate in-country activities; Emma and her fellow YAV Lauren Robinson will 

accompany the group while we tour in and around the Dumaguete area.  

Please let the church office know if you are interested and you will receive details 

(including the trip dates and tentative costs) as they become available. Trip participants 

should anticipate at least 30-hours of air travel each way with 6-7 days “on the ground” 

in the Philippines. 

Guatemala Scholarships 

Challenges Arise for Aspiring Teachers 
Many thanks to those who contributed to this year’s scholarship fund drive; your 

generosity is deeply appreciated. The results of the drive will be published in next 

month’s Tidings. 

A popular career choice for our Guatemala Scholarship students has been teaching. Especially popular 

among female students, teaching primary school used to require only a high school diploma. However, now 

the Guatemalan government is demanding some university courses. This will, of course, improve the 

quality of elementary education. But it is forcing our students to select other teacher education programs--

kindergarten, preschool or physical education—which have lower requirements. We have also received 

some requests from high school graduates for help to attend university so that they can teach at the 

elementary level. 

The Guatemala Mission Team has been studying this need. The costs of university education were not 

known to our partners in the Guatemala presbytery, who have little schooling themselves. This past July 

Mandy Foust visited the local Guatemalan universities, amassing information about costs, which, she 

learned, can be lower than middle and high school. And she discovered some weekend programs. But our 

graduates earn very little when they begin working, not enough to pay for university classes without help. 

Next up for our First Pres team:  determining how we could fund a university scholarship program without 

reducing support for middle and high school scholarships, which are doing so much to improve the lives of 

young people.  

Judy  
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“Maybe Christmas,” he thought, “doesn't come from a store.  

Maybe Christmas perhaps means a little bit more!” 

How The Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss 

The holidays are right around the corner, and this year, First Presbyterian will be holding its eighth 

Alternative Gift Fair. An Alternative Gift Fair is a great opportunity, in the wise words of the Grinch, to remind 

ourselves and our loved ones that Christmas is not about seeing how many lavish gifts we can give. Rather, it 

is about being the light of Christ to a hurting world. Does your mother or sister really need another red 

sweater? Does your best friend need another set of golf balls? Why not show them that you care by 

purchasing a flock of chicks from Heifer International or making a donation to Presbyterian Disaster Relief 

(PDA) in their honor? Or, what about purchasing a fairly traded handmade scarf or ornament from SERRV? 

We’re doing our best to make it easy for you! Bring your checkbook, cash, or cards with you to church on 

Saturday, December 2, between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 3, between 11:30 a.m. and 

1:00 p.m. and shop at the Alternative Gift Fair. Be sure to invite your friends and family to join you! 

The Fair will once again feature a Children’s Corner. Your child will be escorted to a separate section of the 

Fair where s/he can pick out and wrap gifts for loved ones without you seeing what they purchased!  

Simply make a list of the family, friends, teachers and others that your child will be shopping for, decide 

ahead of time how much you want your child to spend for each gift (items will cost between $1 and $12) and 

then let your child do the rest! 

Fairly traded coffee, chocolate, and olive oil will also be sold and the Presbyterian Women will be hosting a 

bake sale. All the fun will take place in Lyle Buck Hall. 

This year Advent Calendars filled with fairly-traded chocolate will be sold in advance of the Fair so you and 

your family can enjoy the calendar throughout the Advent season. Stop by the Lower Commons to pick up 

one or more starting on Sunday, November 12. 

Volunteers are needed to help with all aspects of the Fair; no skills or experience needed! 

For more information about the Fair contact the church office. 

Want to volunteer? Check out the sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center or the Lower Commons. Thanks! 

The Alternative Gift Fair Committee 

is looking for someone to help us 

publicize the fair in the church and 

in the community. 

If that sounds like YOU,  

please call the church office. 

Save the Date—Cold Weather Shelter 
Monday evening, February 5, 2018 through Monday morning, February 19, 2018 

Help is needed setting up on Sunday, February 4, 2018, daily cleaning of the shelter, daily laundry, evening 

hosts, overnight hosts, dinner preparers, and emergency coverage during the day in the event of a blizzard. 

Sign-up sheets will be available in the Lower Commons. Watch for more details in future Tidings. 

Questions? Contact the church office 
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Conversations on Race 
One of a Series of Personal Essays about 

Participating in the Conversations on Race 

It seems that every day we live in a world of poles, 
where strong views are taken at opposite ends of 
any spectrum and each end can’t see or hear the 
other.  It’s a challenging environment, and it seems 
that every day there are opportunities to ignore 
what is going on or to take a stand. Increasingly, I 
am unable to ignore. But, I don’t want to be noise 
either. I want to hear and understand different 
perspectives – and I want to be heard and 
understood.  

In Conversations on Race we do just that. We raise 
difficult topics and, in the context of our shared 
faith, we discuss them. We listen to each other and 
work to understand that there are experiences that 
are varied, but very real. We share stories, and learn 
that individual and community experiences flavor 
how we understand the world, and our place in it.  

It’s been so valuable to me to exercise thinking in 
that safe and prayerful place, and it prepares me to 
have discussions in the rest of my week. I go out 
armed with new understanding, and new resolve to 
engage positively, to not be a loud voice at one end 
of the pole, but to not be silent either.  

A quote from the Talmud came across my reading 
today.  

“Do not be daunted by the enormity  
of the world’s grief. 
Do justly, now. 
Love mercy, now. 
Walk humbly, now. 
You are not obligated to complete the work,  
but neither are you free to abandon it.” 

I think that the Conversations on Race group starts 
with this thought. And, we help each other to take it 
into the world. I am very grateful to be a part of it. 

Joanne  

Conversations on Race Viewing of  

“What So Proudly We Hail” 
Sponsored by Conversations on Race 
Sunday, November 12, 2017  

at 2:00 p.m. in Branch Hall 

The Conversations on Race group invites you to a 
special viewing of the documentary, What So 
Proudly We Hail. The documentary was produced 
by Morgan State graduate (and Columbia native) 
Duane “DJ” Saunders. The documentary examines 
the history of the National Anthem with a special 
examination of the third verse. 

Saunders and a few members of his crew will be 
joining us for the viewing.  

From his bio, Duane graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from the prestigious Morgan State University in 
Baltimore, Maryland; May 21, 2016, where he 
received his Bachelors of Science in Broadcast & 
Integrated Media. As a college student, he became 
highly active on campus as he continued to hone 
his production skills. He has personally influenced 
hundreds of current MSU students by serving as a 
peer mentor, and was routinely found around 
campus “shooting film”; which led him to start his 
own production & entertainment company IV G 
Productions. Duane has earned honors distinction, 
and has been elected as a member of two distinct 
national honor societies. He now currently works 
as a Production Associate at Legacy Media 
Institute; where he works on various projects side-
by-side with Emmy-nominated Actor, Director and 
Producer Tim Reid. He has been able to travel to 
countries like Cuba, England, Spain and many 
other places which allowed him to explore his 
inner creativity. Duane’s life has been greatly 
impacted by members of his family, religious 
community, and academic/professional mentors. 
Duane’s future plans are to make an impact and 
leave his personal touch on the film & broadcast 
industry. 

We hope you will join us for this very special 
event. 
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Introduction to Systemic Racism 
Wednesday, November 8, 1:00—8:00 p.m. 

The Covenant Network of Presbyterians & Presbytery of Baltimore invite you to a one-day training for 

individuals, pastors and congregations, Introduction to Systemic Racism, presented by Crossroads  

Anti-Racism Training at First & Franklin Presbyterian Church, 210 W. Madison St., Baltimore. 

This workshop equips people to understand, talk about, and analyze the ways systemic racism operates in 

U.S. society and within organizations—including the church. This workshop can serve as a starting place for 

conversations about how to live in—and challenge—the status quo and build a more inclusive, equal, just 

community. Cost (including dinner):  $25, Baltimore Presbytery participants, $50, for all others.  

Register at www.covnetpres.org/oursharedhumanity 

 Justice Tour led by Kate and McKenna, Thursday, November 9, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Happy Birthday  

to people with  



 

 

Daylight Saving Time  

comes to an end  

Sunday morning, 

November 5, 2017! 

Set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night or 

you’ll be attending a different worship service than 

you meant to attend! And if your smoke detectors 

use batteries, this is a good time to change them:  

“Change your clocks, change your batteries.”  
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December 2017 Issue 11  

is Thursday, November 16 

To be mailed 

Wednesday, November 29 

Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

before or by the due date! 

Please keep us up to date  

with your current home and email address  

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive your monthly issue 

of Tidings via email  

and save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many  

who have signed up already! 

Send your email address to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

The Church Office  

will be closed on  

Thursday & Friday,  

November 23 & 24, 2017  

for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

Session Meetings 2017-2018 

Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted);  

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

2017:  November 28 

2018:   January 23, February 27, Thursday, March 15, April 24, May 22,  

Session Retreat:  Saturday, June 16; August 28 

Gmail? Where oh where is 

the email from Church? 

Do you have Gmail and notice you aren’t receiving 

emails from the church anymore? Gmail now 

automatically sorts emails into tabs. Try checking 

the “Promotions” tab for the church emails.  

Email vcallegary@firstpreshc.org if you need 

further instructions. 

Save the Date for the Presbyterian 

Women’s “Christmas in January” Party 

Wednesday, January 24, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. 

Details to follow in December Tidings! 



 

 

November 5 

Communion | All Saints Sunday 

Annual Response Program Commitment Sunday 

Joshua 3:7-17, Revelation 7:9-17 

Call & Commitment 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

November 12 

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Annual Response Program Thank & Tell Luncheon 

Amos 3:18-24, Matthew 25:1-13 

Expectations 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

November 19 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Micah 3:5-4:4, Matthew 25:14-30 

The Fruit of Our Labors 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

November 26 

The Realm of Christ 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, Matthew 25:14-30 

As Time Unravels 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org 
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The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE:  Next issue: Thursday, November 16, 2017 by 9:00 a.m. 

email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

November 2017 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 

9:30 a.m. — Christian Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour 


