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Worship and Preaching this Lent
This year, in our Sunday morning worship services we’ll take the six weeks of Lent
to focus on the last week of Jesus’ life – Holy Week. It seems like we usually jump
from Palm Sunday to Easter, without focusing our time and prayer on what
happens Monday through Saturday. Each Sunday we’ll draw our attention toward
each of the days of this week – and be ready for Easter Sunday when Lent
concludes. We’ll use the Gospel of Matthew, chapters 21-28, as our centered text.
Clearly we won't be reading all of it on Sunday mornings, but you might like to start
on March 5 reading a portion of Matthew’s Gospel each week.
 On March 5 we’ll read about Palm Sunday (Matthew 19:1-17.)


On March 12, 19 & 26 we’ll look at what Matthew has Jesus doing on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday: teaching about the realm of heaven
(Matthew 19:18 – 23:39), teaching about the end times (Matthew 24-25),
and visiting friends in Bethany (Matthew 26:1-16.)



On April 2 we’ll explore the events of Thursday evening – the supper, prayer
in the garden, Jesus’ arrest (Matthew 26:17 – 75.)
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On April 9, which is Palm Sunday, we’ll begin worship with our traditional
Palm Procession, and then focus on Jesus’ betrayal and arrest, his crucifixion
and burial (Matthew 26:47 – 27:66.)
Most Biblical Scholars think that the passion narratives, the stories of
Jesus’ last week, were the first stories to be remembered and written
down. From these first rememberings came the Gospels themselves,
full narratives of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
Come and join us for worship on Sunday mornings in Lent!

Lent, Holy Week & Easter Dates
Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Supper, February 28, Ash Wednesday, March 1,
Lent—March 1-April 8, Palm Sunday, April 9, Maundy Thursday, April 13,
Good Friday, April 14, Easter Sunday, April 16, Easter Monday, April 17
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Tread Lightly for Lent

Worship, Arts & Music...

The Lent 2017 daily reflection-action calendar, “Tread
Lightly for Lent,” was created by the Presbyterian
Hunger Program’s Environmental Ministries and Enough
for Everyone offices. This Lenten calendar begins with
ways to prepare ourselves for the Lent and Easter
season and then moves to weekly foci of women,
creation, water, consumption, and social justice. Ideas
for action can be used by congregations as well as
individuals. You can pick one up at the Welcome Desk,
or download it at pcusa.org – scroll to the bottom and
look for Compassion Peace and Justice, and scroll all the
way down to Resources. You can also look under
Environmental Ministries. It’s there, and you can export
it as a PDF or Word doc.

2017 Journey to Jerusalem
Our annual discipline of caring for our bodies kicks off
on Ash Wednesday, March 1—so start getting ready to
walk, run, swim, dribble, kick, bike, row, skate, yoga,
Zumba® your way to Jerusalem during Lent.
We already know that we can get to Jerusalem easily
and pretty quickly by heading east across the Atlantic.
To challenge ourselves, we’re heading west, across the
US and the Pacific, around the world to end up in
Jerusalem by Easter Sunday!
Everybody can participate—children, youth, younger
adults and older adults! 20 minutes of sustained
activity equals one mile. 2,000 steps equals one mile.
A sign-up sheet to let everyone know the kinds of
activates you’re undertaking is at the Welcome Desk,
and that’s where you’ll be able to pick up and leave the
report slips.
CAN YOU HELP MOVE THE PEWS FOR THE LABYRINTH?

Woody Collins could use some able assistants on
Tuesday night March 28th at 7:00 p.m. and again on
Saturday, April 1st at 9:00 a.m., to set up and restore
our sanctuary for Quiet Days.
Let him know you are able to lend a hand (and your
back!) by calling 410-730-3545 x12 or emailing
sexton@firstpreshc.org

Additional Opportunities
for Communion
during Lent & Eastertide
There will be two additional opportunities for
you to receive communion in the next two
months. Communion will be served at the
8:30 a.m. service on Sunday mornings
March 26 (the Fourth Sunday of Lent) and
April 30 (the Third Sunday of Easter).

Help decorate
the Sanctuary!
Order forms are available at the Welcome Desk
in the Upper Commons. The lilies will be white,
cost $13.00 and the deadline is Sunday,
April 2nd. You may pick up your flowers after the
last service on Easter or leave for delivery to a
shut-in by the Deacons.
If you have any questions, please contact the
church office.

Lenten Quiet Days
Wednesday–Friday, March 29, 30 & 31,
9:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.
Come, walk the labyrinth … meditate … write …
read … color … consider ... pray ...
The canvas labyrinth will be laid on the floor in
the sanctuary. There will be other places around
the labyrinth for you to
read, pray, light candles,
draw, - simply time to find
peace, light and courage
this season.
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...Lenten Opportunities
Table Talk:
Food, Friends and Conversation
Wednesday Nights in Lent
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Lenten Season Begins…
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
February 28, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
$2.00 per person/$5.00 per family
Ash Wednesday Service
March 1, 7:00 p.m.

March 8, 16, 22, 29 & April 5
Supper begins at 6:30 p.m.— Study begins at 7:00 p.m.
Compline (Service of Night Prayer) begins at 8:00 p.m.
(see page 4 about the Sunday School Class—Singing our Prayers: Chanting the Compline)

The Sign and The Sacrifice:
The Meaning of the Crucifixion and the Resurrection
Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury, has written a new book exploring the Gospel
accounts of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection as viewed through the eyes of those who witnessed them.
The Sign and the Sacrifice explores the meaning of the cross and the significance of Christ’s resurrection,
discussing what these events meant to Jesus’ followers in the early years and what they can say to us
today.
Pastor Sue intends to be inspired by this book for our conversation about the cross and the empty tomb.
You can read the book through Lent – it’s available at Amazon and iBooks . On Wednesday nights, we’ll
take up Williams’ focus and respond. Sue is hoping this will be a creative process, and she’ll invite us to
respond not only by talking together but perhaps by listening, singing, making some art, praying, and
perhaps writing some liturgy.
We gather for a simple meal of soup, salad and bread, and then spend about an hour together in
conversation. Adults of every age – collegians, young adults, middle adults, seasoned adults, partnered
or single, parents and child-free – all are welcome. Senior Highs and Mid Highs might also enjoy this
series.
We will conclude our conversation by 8:00 p.m., and have the opportunity to close our day together
chanting Compline in the Sanctuary.

People News


Emma was accepted into the YAV program. She'll be spending the year in the Philippines.



Lynne has a small Kimball Organ (Kimball Performer—Model #m42) in search of a new home.
It is free, if you pick it up! If you are interested contact the church office.



A Note to Share: Thank you for the cards, kind thoughts and prayers. They meant more than you know.
Blessings, Harriet
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March Adult Church School Options
Lent begins with the first Sunday in March. During these six weeks, Christians traditionally try to make an
effort to pay attention to our spiritual lives. We can do this through worship, personal prayer, and through
studying and exploring the parameters of our faith with others. This is what Church School is all about:
exploration and sharing faith with each other. Come join in a Church School Class during Lent!

Book Discussion—Waking Up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race,
by Debbie Irving – with Paula
March 5, 12, 19, 26—Room 258
We’re joining the PCUSA’s One Church One Book project. Our Co-Moderators Jan Edmiston and
Denise Anderson invite us into conversation as the whole church reads this book together over the
next few months.
The author tells how she stumbled into troubling and even shocking revelations about racial
inequalities after what she describes as “a blissfully sheltered, upper-middle-class suburban
childhood.” The book has bee called one of the most important books on race in recent memory.

Singing our Prayers: Chanting the Compline – with Clarence Baney & Ben Riniker
March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2 & 9—Branch Hall
This Lenten season, consider taking up chanting “the Prayer at the Close of the Day” or Compline.
The practice of corporately chanting/singing prayers dates as far back as the 4 th century. The Church
of England adapted the service in English for use in the Anglican monasteries, which is the version
we’ll use. This would be the last prayer of the day, before everyone retired to bed. Chanting can be
relaxing and enjoyable, as well as a great way to still your mind and body. In this class, we will learn
how to chant the prayers, many of which we already say in Sunday worship. The only musical
experience that is truly required is a willing and open heart. All are invited! We will take three weeks
to learn the chants for the service, and then we will gradually add hymns and other music. When
participants feel ready, or just want to listen, they are invited to join Ben and Clarence to chant
Compline in the Sanctuary, after the Wednesday evening Lenten study.

Engaging the Bible – with DCE Virginia Callegary
March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2 & 9—Room 252
Through personal reflection, journaling, and discussion we will engage the Bible in fresh, new, and
meaningful ways. Leading voices in the Christian faith including Nadia Bolz-Weber, Phyllis Tickle and
Rachel Held Evans will help us reinvigorate and deepen our understanding of the Bible.
CONTINUING ALL YEAR

The Bible in Depth – Proverbs—facilitated by Doyle
Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time – Clark Parlor
This lively conversational study will probe the wisdom of the Book of Proverbs, a collections of short,
pithy sayings and a couple of longer instructions. Come and sift through the observations made by
the wise of ancient Israel, and decide which still seem “wise” today, and which do not.
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Games and Conversations
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on break? First job and lots of questions?
Come join other post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults for a time of fellowship,
conversations, and board games as we navigate the perils of being an adult!
Facilitated by Brian & Ann.

Other Educational Opportunities
 Conversations on Race meets on Sunday, March 12, 2017 at 11:45 a.m. in the Church Parlor.
All are invited to join in the conversation. Grab a cup of coffee and meet with the group.
 Wednesday Morning Bible Study with Pastor Sue, at 9:30—11:00 a.m. every week – in the Parlor
Galatians – We’re taking a break from Genesis to read through Paul’s letter to Gentile converts who are
living in the interior of the Roman Empire. Paul reaches back to the story of Abraham and Sarah to
construct some of his theology. We will be getting back to Genesis in the middle of March.
This is a lively group and we have great conversations. No experience necessary! All welcome!

Year Round Stewardship
MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE: Practicing stewardship leads to spiritual growth
The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the following stewardship principle
as you consider how you handle the resources (finances ,time, and talent) that God has given you.

Martin Luther speaks to us: “There are three conversions necessary: the conversion of the heart, mind and
the purse.” When we experience this “conversion of the purse” and give freely of our finances in
thanksgiving to the Lord, we will make the best investment possible—an investment with eternal dividends.
From author Wesley K. Willmer: “Stewardship is God’s way of raising people, not man’s way of raising
money.” A thankful offering will draw the giver nearer to God, and will enrich and deepen the whole of life,
in worship, in work, in prayer, in sacrament, in leisure, in service to others. Educator Gary Hoag adds, “God
does a work in each of our lives when we learn and practice stewardship principles.”
For further reading: 2 Corinthians 8:7; 2 Timothy 1:6
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Christian Education News
Vacation Bible School
Abundance Orchard
Wednesday, March 1, 2017
Senior High Fellowship Dinner, 6:00 p.m.
attend Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m.
Confirmation Class
attend Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, March 3-4, 2017
Confirmation Class Retreat
at the church, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 5, 2017
Mid-High Fellowship & Dinner, 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Come enjoy a dinner cooked at the church by
the advisors and then get ready to play “not
your average” board games.

Monday-Friday, July 24-28, 2017
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
3 years through rising 5th graders
Early Registration starts March 15-April 30
—$10 per family
Regular Registration begins May 1-July 7
—$10 per child
Come explore our orchard and learn about different
stories from the Bible about food and eating
together. Learn about gleaning and it’s benefits for
people all over the country in this years mission
project. We can’t wait to see everyone this summer
at Abundance Orchard.
Interested in volunteering?
Contact the church office.

Massanetta Reminder—Deposit is due for
Mission at Massanetta (April 28-29)
Thursday, March 9, 2017
Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m.
(Snow Date)
Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Senior High Fellowship
Dinner & Conversation on Race
6:00—7:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 16, 2017
Confirmation Class, 6:45-8:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 23, 2017
Confirmation Class Dinner, 6:30 p.m.
meets with Session
Sunday, March 26, 2017
Confirmation Sunday

News from the Ark
“God Wants Me To Be” is the new Sunday School Ark
curriculum that has been developed by our very own
Christian Education team. It focuses on Godly traits
that can be found throughout different stories of the
Bible. We are focusing on the trait of forgiveness
until Easter.
We encourage all children ages 2 through 1st grade to
come and experience who God wants you to be.
Meet in the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday.
See you there!

Candy Needed
The Youth are collecting candy for the annual Easter Egg Hunt put on for the children of the
church Easter morning. All type of candy is welcomed, the only requirement is that it must be
individually wrapped. Peanut free candy is also appreciated. Collection runs March 5- April 9.
Look for the box in the Commons.
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A Word from our Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is now accepting suggestions for leaders to be elected in the coming year to
serve the church. We need members willing to serve as Elders, youth Elder, Deacons, youth Deacon,
Pastor-Parish-Personnel Committee Members, Nominating Committee Members (for next year).
This is an open, but confidential nominating process whereby the Nominating Committee will present a
slate of recommended leaders to the Congregation for vote in April. All suggestions for leaders are to be
submitted to the Nominating Committee directly and it is the Nominating Committee ’s responsibility to
speak with potential candidates. Members of the congregation should not ask someone to serve.
Suggestions for leaders can be:
 Emailed directly to the Nominating Committee , through the password protected email address:
NomCom@firstpreshc.org
 Suggested by filling out the form above, placing it in a sealed envelope marked Nominating
Committee , which can be mailed to the church office, placed in church mailbox 102,
or placed in the offering plate.
 Contacting a Nominating Committee member directly.
This year’s Nominating Committee consists of: Steve (chair), Pat (Elder), Janet (Deacon), Carol, Doyle,
Andi, Becky (Members-at-Large) and Morton Harris, ex-officio and Sue Lowcock Harris, ex-officio.
THANK YOU for your suggestions!

SUGGESTED CHURCH LEADER CANDIDATE
Candidate Name ______________________________
Suggested by _________________________________
NOTE: If you have the desire to serve as a church leader, you can suggest yourself.

Position Suggested For:
 ANY

 ELDER

 DEACON

 PASTOR-PARISH-PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
 NOMINATING COMMITTEE (next year)
THANK YOU!

Reminder for Newly Nominated Elders and Deacons
Please check all the dates in your letter and put them on your calendar. These are required meetings!
Here are a few...
Sunday, April 23 – 11:30 a.m.—Congregational Meeting
Saturday, April 29 – 9:30 a.m.—Orientation and training class for officers-elect.
This training is required by the Book of Order. If you cannot make this date please contact Pastor Morton as
soon as possible to discuss alternative arrangements.
Sunday, June 11 – Morning Worship at 10:30 a.m.—Ordination and/or Installation of Elders and Deacons
Saturday, June 17 — Session Conference/Retreat Day at Church at 9:00 a.m.—All new and serving Session members
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Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to
Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.
Everyone is invited to Lyle Buck Hall every week following the 10:30 a.m. service! See you there!
Here are some upcoming events:
Sunday, March 5, 2017 — Cold Weather Shelter Debriefing and Thank You Breakfast
at 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Sunday, March 12, 2017—Chips and Salsa Bingo
It’s time again for another great Bingo Party!
Kids and Adults of all ages meet us in Branch Hall
for some chips, salsa, and rousing Bingo games.
White Elephant gifts for the winners.
Sunday, March 19, 2017—Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Lydia Circle
Sunday, March 26, 2017—Confirmation Sunday—Meet the Confirmands & Celebrate with cake!

Bridges to Housing Stability’s
Sunday, March 19, 2017
at 12:30 p.m.
Church of the Resurrection
3175 Paulskirk Drive, Ellicott City, MD

2017 Hotter Than Thou Chili Cook-off
Bridges to Housing Stability is once again holding its Annual Chili Cook-off to raise money to help fight
homeless in Howard County. On Sunday, January 22 nd the congregation gathered in Buck Hall to hold our
in-house competition to determine who would represent us at the main event. Five delicious chilis were
offered with the winner determined by who got the most money in their tip jar. The Taco Bean Chili prepared
by Larry and Nancy Rentkiewicz proved to be the crowd favorite. In total we raised $312.71. Thank you to all
who provided chili and everyone who came and voted!
The big cook-off is scheduled for Sunday, March 19th at 12:30 p.m. at Church of the Resurrection in
Ellicott City. The congregation that brings in the most donations will win the coveted Golden Ladle!
Last year we raised $1773.00! Even if you can’t make it to the competition you may still donate money to
support our table. All gifts received up through March 19th will count toward our total.
We need volunteers to serve chili on Sunday, March 19 th.
If you are interested in helping at the event please contact craigmackie@verizon.net

Page 9

Tidings

March 2017

Mission Opportunities
JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!
March:
Breakfast Items
Let’s help the hungry start the morning right with a
good breakfast. Our special request for March is for
donations of cereal (including instant oatmeal), which
is the most requested food item month after month in
food pantries. There is a limit of one visit per family
per month to the Howard County Food Bank, where
the quantities given out must be strictly rationed to
meet demand.
Please leave your regular contribution - plus boxes of
cereal and oatmeal - in the wooden “Just One Can” bin
in the Upper Commons across from the Welcome
Center.
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the foodstressed of Howard County.

CWS Thank You!
Thank you so much to everyone who helped
with the Cold Weather Shelter. We had some
very cold weather indeed and quite a few extra
guests. All went well and our guests were very
grateful. It takes a village to take care of a
village!
CWS Breakfast/Debriefing Meeting is scheduled
for Sunday March 5, 2017 at 9:30 a.m.
(following the 8:30 a.m. service) and
11:30 a.m. (following the 10:30 a.m. service)
in Lyle Buck Hall.
Margot

Brunch at Tino’s to Support Chili Cook-off
Sunday, March 12, 2017
Enjoy brunch at Tino’s Restaurant, from 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
—Tino’s will donate a percentage to
First Presbyterian Church’s Tip Jar for the Chili Cook-off.
Enjoy dinner at Tino’s Restaurant, from 4:00—10:00 p.m.
—Tino’s will donate a percentage to
Bridges to Housing Stability for the Chili Cook-off.
Come to one or both! Either way you are supporting a worthy cause!
Ask Woody Collins for more details.
8775 Centre Park Dr
Columbia, MD 21045
www.tinositalianbistro.com
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Run for Coffee Needs Sponsors
The Run for Coffee is our church’s annual fundraiser to support La Presbiterio Union Maya Quiche Boca
Costa, a small group of Presbyterian Churches in southwestern Guatemala. With the funds raised we
provide coffee plants to families. These coffee plants provide the families with a cash crop to better their
lives and the lives around them. This is the eighth year we have been Running for Coffee and we have
helped provide steady income for approximately 126 families. All money raised by this event goes directly to
purchase new coffee plants.

However, we need your help to find sponsors for the event.
There are two types of sponsors we need:
1. We need sponsors who would be willing and able to provide something for a door prize. (In prior years,
we have had free meal coupons, potted plants, and/or bags of goodies.)
2. We need sponsors who are willing to give a cash donation.
Gold Sponsors – giving $1000 or more - will receive a full-page ad in the Run for Coffee Brochure and
a large size recognition on our Run for Coffee t-shirts.
Silver Sponsors (giving $500-$1,000) will receive a half-page ad and a recognition of the t-shirt.
Bronze Sponsors (giving $250-$500) will receive a quarter page ad and their name on the t-shirt.
If we all work together, we can make this the best Run for Coffee ever. If you own your own business, or
know someone who does, please consider giving to this worthy cause.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
Thank you for your consideration.
Pat

Guatemala Stove Trip Report

5K Run for Coffee
Saturday, May 6, 2017
Lace up your shoes & start stretching,
the FPCHC Eighth Annual
5K Run for Coffee is scheduled for
Saturday, May 6, 2017.
Mark your calendars!
More details to follow!

This past January eight delegates from First Pres traveled
to Guatemala to install 36 ONIL stoves in the homes of
Mayan families, church members in our partner
presbytery, la Presbiterio Union Maya Quiche Boca Costa.
With members of the presbytery’s Executive Committee
(EC), the delegates installed stoves for four members of
each of the nine churches in the Boca Costa presbytery.
ONIL stoves are highly-efficient wood burning stoves that
use 65% less wood than an open cooking fire and have
chimneys to remove the smoke.
The group also revisited women in homes where ONIL
stoves had been installed in 2016. It was evident that the
stoves are used regularly and cared for appropriately.
(continued on page 11)
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Mission Reports
Cuba Encuentro
IT’S MARCH, 2017!! Therefore, The Cuba Partnership, made up of churches in The Baltimore Presbytery
and churches in El Centro Presbytery in Cuba are finished celebrating the Bi-Annual Encuentro in Santa Clara,
Cuba. Twenty Eight (28) people from The Baltimore Presbytery traveled to Cuba for this four day celebration
if February. The first three days of the trip were spent either with already existing partner churches or with
congregations from the Baltimore area who visited with the hope of developing partnerships. Some of the
churches that attended include First and Franklin, Brown Memorial, Hunting Ridge, Ashland, Faith, Woods
Presbyterian of Severna Park, First of Howard. These churches currently have partnerships with churches in
Cuba. Also joining us on the trip was Jacqueline Taylor, General Presbyter of The Baltimore Presbytery.
Four members from First of Howard; Morton, Melanie, Alice and Doris visited our partner church in
Calabazar, Cuba. During our stay there we met meeting with the session, worshiped with the congregation,
provided fellowship, Bible study and prayer for home members of the church, met with youth and the young
adult group of the church, met with the adult groups from the church and participated in the
church's community service projects (clothes washing and breakfast for seniors). This is a wonderful time for
us to get to know our Cuba church family on a more spiritual level. We also took craft items for the Sunday
school and Bible Study books (in Spanish) for the women’s circles as they study from the same materials as
our First of Howard circles.
On Monday, Feb 13th, we traveled to Santa Clara, Cuba, a short ride from Calabazar, to attend the
Encuentro, where there were approximately fifty (50) participants who spent the week in Bible Study, prayer
and many discussions. During that time, we also attended church services, had Cuba and USA celebrations
and, perhaps, visited places unfamiliar to some of the participants.
Friday, February 17th, we returned to Baltimore vis Southwest Airlines, a service carrier new to travel in
Cuba. We pray for an enlightening experience and thank you for keeping us in your prayers during our
travels.
Alice

Guatemala Stove Trip Report
(continued from page 10)

The women expressed gratitude for the gift and talked of the ease with which the new cooking techniques
had been integrated into their lives.
The EC and the First Pres project leadership mutually agreed to make the purchase and installation of ONIL
stoves an ongoing endeavor. There are several hundred families in the Boca Costa presbytery who would
benefit both economically and health-wise from having an ONIL stove, and you can help. A fundraiser is
being planned; save the evening of April 1, 2017 for the event; details will be announced soon.
Becky
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The Green Page
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as
more attractive and satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each
month, with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care
for and honor God's amazing creation.

The Environmental Protection Agency
In view of the current discussion on the future of
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), it
might be timely to take a look at the history, role
and responsibilities of this agency.
Beginning in the late 1950s and through the
1960s, there was increasing public concern about
the impact that human activity could have on the
environment. As a result, the Congress passed
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969,
which was signed into law by President Nixon on
January 1, 1970, as the first of several major
environmental laws passed in the 1970s. The EPA
was subsequently established by executive order
of President Nixon on December 2, 1970, and
was ratified by committee hearings in Congress,
to consolidate into one agency a variety of
federal research, monitoring, standard-setting
and
enforcement
activities
to
ensure
environmental protection. The agency was
created for the purpose of protecting human
health and the environment by writing and
enforcing regulations based on laws passed by
the Congress. These laws cover a wide range of
subjects including: Air Quality (from the Air
Pollution Act of 1955 through the Clean Air Act
Amendments of 1970); Water Quality (from the
Water Pollution Control Act of 1948 through the

Safe Drinking Water Amendments of 1996); Land
Protection (from the Wilderness Act of 1964
through the California Desert Protection Act of
2010); Endangered Species (from the Fish and
Wildlife Protection Act of 1946 through the
Endangered Species Protection Act of 1979); and
Hazardous Waste (from the Solid waste Disposal
Act of 1965 through the Small Business Liability
Relief Act of 2002).
The EPA conducts environmental research and
education, and is responsible for maintaining and
enforcing national standards in consultation with
state, tribal, and local governments. It also
delegates some monitoring and enforcement
responsibility to the states and Federallyrecognized tribes. The agency works with
industries and all levels of government in a wide
variety of voluntary pollution-prevention
programs and energy conservation efforts. While
the EPA is not a Cabinet department, the
Administrator is normally given Cabinet rank.
This article was written early in February, and
I look forward to learning the status of the EPA in
March with the rest of you.
Jeff
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Earth Forum of Howard County
Sunday, March 19, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
Tending our Gardens:
Gardens, Gardening, Enough for All!
Time to Learn / Space to Grow
Spring is coming! It’s time to focus on our gardens. We’ve invited a host of gardeners, cultivators and
tenders of the earth to come and share their insights and advice with us. During the first hour, we’ll
have the opportunity to visit many wonderful learning centers, such as: bee-keeping, dealing with
invasive plants, attracting monarch butterflies, growing veggies, a look at the soil, beautiful flowerbeds,
rain gardens, building bluebird boxes, kids in your garden.
After our networking and munching break, there will be several in-depth workshops to help you learn
even more about growing wonderful gardens. Of course, we’ll have some legislative updates and news
-sharing.
The Earth Forum is free and open to all.
Information and directions at www.earthforumhc.org
Contact us at earthforum@firstpreshc.org or call 410-730-3545.
See us on Facebook. Child care provided.

Join us at the Earth Forum!

HOLD THE DATE
Scholar in Residence Weekend: April 22-23, 2017
Dr. Patricia Tull will be our guest for the weekend. Trisha is A.B. Rhodes Professor Emerita of Old Testament
at Louisville Seminary in Kentucky, and the author of Inhabiting Eden: Christians, the Bible, and the Ecological
Crisis (Westminster John Knox, 2013).
Here’s our schedule for the weekend:
Saturday Morning Education Seminar: Christians, the Bible and the Ecological Crisis
Sunday morning: preaching at our 8:30am and 10:30 am services
Sunday afternoon she’ll be the featured speaker at Earth Forum
More information to come!
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March Birthdays

Session Meetings 2017
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted);
Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
2017: February 28, Thursday, March 23, April 25,
Thursday, June 1, August 22
Session Retreat: Friday, June 16 & Saturday, June 17

First Pres Pride Day
Saturday, March 4
The first Saturday of every month is First Pres Pride
Day! Get out your blue First Pres shirt and wear it
while you get your morning coffee, run your errands,
or even if you’re just staying at home. Show off your
true colors every month and see how many others
you can spot around town!
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REMEMBER!!
Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday morning
March 12, 2017! Set your clocks ahead one hour
on Saturday night or
you’ll be attending a
different worship service
than you meant to
attend!
And if your smoke
detectors use batteries,
this is a good time to
change them: “Change
your clocks, change your
batteries.”

Tidings April 2017 Issue 4

is Thursday, March 16th
To be mailed Wednesday, March 22nd
Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Please keep us up to date with your
current home and email address
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings!
Changes can be sent to
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

Sign-up to receive
your monthly issue
of Tidings via email and
save some trees and money!
Thank you to many who
have signed up already!
Send your email address to
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org and next month
you’ll see Tidings in your inbox!

The First Presbyterian Church
Of Howard County
March 2017
Issue 3
9325 Presbyterian Circle
Columbia, MD 21045
Phone: 410.730.3545
Fax: 410.715.4981
E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org
www.firstpreshc.org

Growing deep and wide!

March 2017 Sunday Morning Worship
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship
9:30 a.m. — Church School – The Education Hour
11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour

A WALK THROUGH HOLY WEEK
March 5
First Sunday in Lent
Communion
Matthew 21:1-17
Sunday
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching

March 19
Third Sunday in Lent
Matthew 25:14-30
Tuesday
Morton Harris, preaching

March 12
Second Sunday in Lent
Matthew 22:1-14
Monday
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching

March 26
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Confirmation Sunday
The 8:30 a.m. service will include Communion
Matthew 26:6-16
Wednesday
Morton Harris, preaching

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, March 16, 2017 by 9:00 a.m.
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981

