
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

AKWAABA! | WELCOME! 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 13, 2015 

8:30 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

Please remember to turn cell phones and pagers to silent for worship. 
Where you see an asterisk (*) please stand if you are able. 

Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

A church is a place where we try to think, speak, and act in God’s way, 
not in the way of a fear-filled world. 
  William Sloane Coffin 

 Words of Welcome 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Please fill out the red Friendship Pad in each pew. 
Newcomers please leave us your address and phone number! 

Then, pass the folder the length of the pew and back. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

God summons the day to dawn,  
and teaches the morning to waken the earth. 
God’s love and justice light the way, 
fresh as the morning and sure as the sunrise. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude  

* Song Am I Awake? Aronson 

La la la la la … 
Am I awake? Am I prepared 

Are you listening Lord to my prayer? 

Can you hear my voice? Can you understand? 
Am I awake? Am I prepared? 

La la la la la … 



* Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 

From before the world began, 
and here after the end of eternity, 
you are God. 
From the sea bursting its womb 
to the wind ceasing from its chase, you are God. 
In the vastness of the universe 
and in the forgotten corners of our hearts, 
you are our God, and we worship you and bless you. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 301 Let Us Build a House Two Oaks 

 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Steadfast and saving God, 
we confess all the ways we turn away from you, 
all the ways we harm one another,  
and all the ways we mistreat your creation. 
In your compassion, forgive our sin and heal our hurts. 
As your earth brings forth in abundance, 
so bring from us a harvest of righteousness, 
fruits of gentleness and peacemaking, 
and sheaves of wisdom and justice, 
through Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend, guide and savior. 
Amen. 

(We continue in silent, personal prayer…) 

 Assurance of Grace 

Listen, for the God who created us says: 
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through floods, they will not overwhelm you. 
When you walk through fire, you will not be burned.  
You are precious to me. I love you. I honor you. I am with you. 
Maker of all, we are your children, 
the creatures of your kindness, 
the bearers of your image. 
This day, we will not offer you  
offerings that cost us nothing. 
 



For this is the day that the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Thanks be to God! 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Response of Praise (singing together) Levine 

Hallelu, Hal-le-lu, Hallelu, Hallelujah! Hallelu, Hallelujah, Amen. 
(repeat) 

How good it is that we should be together 
Mother, Father, Sister, Brother, neighbor and friend. 

Reaching out, find a way building bridges for tomorrow. 
Mending hearts, making peace begins with us today. 

THE WORD 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Scripture Lesson:   Mark 8:22-26  Page 820; pew Bible 

 The Word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon To See Thee More Clearly Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPONDING 

* Affirmation of Faith (together)  from the Confession of 1967 

In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself. 
We confess that Jesus Christ is God with us, 
the eternal Son of the Father, 
who became human and lived among us 
to fulfill the work of reconciliation. 
We believe that the risen Christ 
is present in the church by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to continue and complete his mission. 
This work of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
is the foundation of all we say about God,  
ourselves, and the world. 
Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God of abundant grace, 
Hear our prayers. 

 



 The Lord’s Prayer (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 The Offering   

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

All that is in the heavens and on the earth 
is yours, O Lord, 
And of your own we give you. 

(We continue quietly as the liturgist offers a prayer.) 

 Offertory   

SENDING 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 667 When Morning Gilds the Skies Laudes Domini 

 verses 1-3 

* Closing Responses 

For this time and this place and these people, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

By the faithful earth and the saints in heaven, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Through this day, this night, and at every day’s dawning, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

* Benediction 

* Response 667, verse 4  When Morning Gilds the Skies 

Be this, while life is mine, 
my canticle divine: 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 
Be this the eternal song 

through all the ages long: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 

* Postlude   

 

 



 

 

Worship Notes:  The Prayer for Sunday Morning, the Assurance of Grace and the 
Closing Responses were adapted from A Wee Worship Book, Fifth Incarnation, 
published by the Wild Goose Resources Group of The Iona Community.  



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

During Today’s Worship  

Please turn all cell phones to “silent” when in the Sanctuary. 

Large print bulletins (including hymns and scripture readings) and individual 
listening devices are available from the ushers. Photography during worship is 
discouraged, and flash is not permitted. Please, no food or drink in the 
Sanctuary. 

If your infant or child needs care or becomes too restless during the worship 
service, you may leave the Sanctuary and return as you wish. Child care for 
infants and children under four years old is available all morning. The nursery is 
in Room 159. We have a texting system to alert you if you are needed while in 
the worship service. The ushers will be glad to help you. 

Worship programs for children include: Godly Play for younger children (age 4 
- grade 1) during the 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services; The Worship Bridge for older 
children (grades 2-5) at the 10:30 a.m. service. 

Worship folders and crayons for children are at the ushers’ table in The 
Commons. Please return the crayons as you leave. White bulletins for children 
ages three to six; Gray bulletins for children ages seven to twelve. 

If you are new to First Church  

Please sign our Ritual of Friendship, the red pad in the pew. 

Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month. 

Disabled persons entrance is through the Main Entrance in the rear of the 
building. 

We invite you to stop by Coffee Hour after the 10:30 a.m. worship service for 
conversation and fellowship in Lyle Buck Hall. 

New Member Orientation explores what it means to be part of First Church 
household. This four session class is the way to become a member and is 
scheduled for Sundays, October 4, 11, 18 & 25, 2015 from 9:30 – 10:25 a.m. 
Call the Church Office if you are interested in attending. 

First Church Cares 

To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass 
along a prayer request; to request a Stephen Minister; or to arrange 
homebound Communion, contact Ruth Bell. 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
James Galdieri, Director of Music Ministries jgaldieri@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Executive Assistant execasst@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Child Care Coordinator  
The Rev. Ruth Bell, Parish Visitor rbell@firstpreshc.org 
The Rev. T. Webster Brenner, Parish Associate  
The Rev. Stephen Mann, Parish Associate  

We are an Earth Care Congregation  We are a Stephen Ministry Church 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalcyzk 410-433-8861 x115 


