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President of Union Seminary to Visit! 

Scholar-in-Residence 

Dr. Brian Blount 
Saturday, March 14th and Sunday, March 15th  

at First Presbyterian Church 

Education Forum on Saturday Morning, March 14, 2015 

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Revelation:   
News of the Lamb, the Dragon, and the Witnesses for the Lordship of Christ! 

Planning to attend Saturday morning? Please sign-up at the Welcome Center. 

Sunday Worship, March 15, 2015 

with Dr. Blount, Preaching at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Year of Roots and Streams comes to a wonderful conclusion with our weekend 
with Dr. Brian Blount. Dr. Blount is the President and Professor of New Testament 
at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, Virginia. Professor Blount’s primary 
work has been in the Gospel of Mark, the Book of Revelation and in the area of 
cultural studies and hermeneutics. On Saturday Morning, he’ll be sharing with us 
about the Book of Revelation, so you don’t want to miss out on this! 

Dr. Blount is an M.Div. graduate of Princeton Seminary; he obtained his B.A. from 
the College of William and Mary in 1978. After graduating from Princeton 
Seminary, he went on to become the pastor of the Carver Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Newport News, Virginia from 1982-1988. William and Mary’s first 
African-American to receive membership in the Alpha Chapter of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Honor Society, he received his Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from 
Emory University in 1992. He returned to teach at Princeton Seminary the same 
year. He was called to Union Presbyterian Seminary in 2007. He and his wife, 
Sharon, have two sons. 
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Our annual discipline of caring for our 

bodies kicked off the first Sunday in Lent, 

February 22, 2015 —  so start getting ready 

to walk, run, swim, dribble, kick, bike, row,  

shovel snow or skate your way to 

Jerusalem during Lent. This year—let’s see 

if we can head west, and go around the 

world to end up in Jerusalem by Easter 

Sunday! Everybody can participate—

children, youth, younger adults and older 

adults! 20 minutes of sustained activity 

equals one mile. 2,000 steps equals one 

mile. A sign-up sheet and an equivalent 

chart are at the Welcome Desk, and that’s 

where you’ll be able to pick up and leave 

report slips. 

So...start moving! 

Wednesday nights in Lent,  

March 4, 11, 18 & 25  

Supper at 6:30 p.m. 

Study begins at 7:00 p.m.,  

and we try to wrap it up by 8:15 p.m. 

First Light:  Jesus and the Kingdom of God 

This Lent we’ll begin a study of the historical Jesus and 

Jesus’ own teachings about the Kingdom of God, 

guided—via DVD clips—by John Dominic Crossan and 

Marcus Borg, two of the world’s leading Biblical 

scholars, who speak on location throughout Galilee 

and Jerusalem. So it’s like a Holy Land tour with 

Crossan and Borg! How fun is this? 

We gather to share a simple soup and bread supper, 

and then spend a little over an hour watching the video 

clip and talking together about the stuff of faith and 

life. Adults of every age—collegians, young adults, 

middle adults, seasoned adults, single or partnered, 

parents and child-free—all are welcome. Senior Highs 

are also welcome to come and join in the discussion. 

Who knows, you might enjoy hanging out with the 

grown-ups! 

This study takes a break for Holy Week and Easter 

Week, and then will continue through April and May—

resuming April 15 (no meeting on April 29). 

Childcare is available. It’s helpful if you let the church 

office know you will be needing childcare in advance. 

Take Up Lent 
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March 1—Second Week in Lent 

 For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake,  

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 

~Mark 8:35 

 What gets in the way of the gospel message? 

March 8—Third Week in Lent 

 The heavens are telling the glory of God… 

day to day pours forth speech… 

their voice goes out through all the earth. 

~Psalm 19:1,2,4 

 How do you see the voice of the heavens  

telling the glory of God? 

March 15—Fourth Week in Lent 

 The light has come into the world,  

and people loved darkness rather than light… 

~John 3:19 

 Where do you see evidence of light  

triumphing over darkness or vice-versa? 

March 22—Fifth Week in Lent 

 Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies 

it bears much fruit. 

~John 12:24 

 Where do you see the potential for  

something as small as a single grain to  

become fruitful? 

March 29—Holy Week 

 People spread their cloaks on the road,  

and others spread leafy branches...they were 

shouting:  Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord. 

~Mark 11:8-9 

 How do you welcome Jesus into your life? 

Lend your eye to others as we #takeuplent together. 

For this season of Lent we will focus on one verse of 

scripture each week. The verses will come with 

questions for reflection to inspire your photography. 

Reading the entire scripture passage each week will 

also help inspire you. As you read ask yourself what 

God is inviting you to do, be or change through this 

passage. Share your photos on Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram and in worship using the hashtag 

#takeuplent. Photos can also be emailed to 

borrowedlens@firstpreshc.org 

2015 Lenten Photo Challenge 
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Holy Week &  

Easter Services 
Palm Sunday, March 29 
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  
 - bring in your Fish Banks 

 8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

 9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service  

Maundy Thursday, April 2 
6:30 p.m.  Simple Meal in Lyle Buck Hall 

7:30 p.m.  Long Table Communion  
in the Sanctuary 

We set the table down the center of the Sanctuary 
and gather to share Communion together. 

Good Friday, April 3 
12:00 Noon Midday Prayer for Good Friday 

7:30 p.m. The Tenebrae Service -  
The Service of Shadows 

Easter Sunday, April 5 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service  

in the Woodlands Chapel 

7:00 a.m. Breakfast in Lyle Buck Hall 

8:00 a.m. Traditional Easter Worship 

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Easter Worship  
with The Spirit Project 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Morning Worship 

12:00 Noon Easter Egg Hunt!  

Easter Lilies 

Help decorate the Sanctuary! 

Order forms are available at the Welcome Desk in 
the Upper Commons. The lilies will be white,  
cost $13.00 and the deadline is Sunday,  
March 22nd. You may pick up your flowers after the 
last service on Easter or leave for delivery to a 
shut-in by the Deacons. If you have any questions, 
please contact the church office. 

Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance Mission Trip  

to Jamaica, New York 
Depart:  Friday Evening, March 27, 2015 

Return:  Thursday Mid-Day, April 2, 2015 

Cost:  $150 

DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH 

Mission Work Days:   

Saturday & Monday-Wednesday 

Free Day in New York on Sunday 

For more info or questions?  

Contact the church office.  

*This is during Spring Break  

for Howard County Public Schools  

and is also Holy Week. 
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Thank You! 

Thank you to the many volunteers who came so quickly to the “call for help” on Monday, February 16, 
2015 when the sprinkler head burst and water entered the building! It was a blessing to have Woody 
Collins and the Cold Weather Shelter Clean-up crew in the building that morning since it was a holiday and 
the church office was closed. So many hands working together made the clean-up quicker and easier. The 
clean-up continued through the week and things are getting back to normal. There is more to be done in 
cleaning out and sorting through but it is on it’s way to being finished.  

Many thanks to:  Margot and Bob, Nancy and Larry , Bruce, John, Melanie, Eileen, Gloria, Daniel, Janet, 
Jacob, Marla, Stacy, Brianna, Amy, Linda, Craig and the Church Staff. If we missed your name, God knows 
you were here helping and thank you, but please let the church office know so we can add you to the list! 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Mission Trip  

to West Virginia 
Sunday, August 9— Saturday, August 15 

More details to follow! 
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The Green Page 

The Chesapeake Bay is an 

estuary, surrounded by the 

mainland to the West, and the 

Delmarva Peninsula to the East, 

flowing into the Atlantic Ocean. 

More than 150 major rivers and 

streams flow into the bay’s 

drainage basin, which covers 

parts of six states (New York, 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, 

Maryland, Virginia and West 

Virginia), in addition to the 

District of Columbia. 

The bay is home to many 

animals that either migrate to 

the bay at some point during 

the year, or live there year 

round. There are numerous 

fish, shellfish and crabs. There is 

also a wide variety of birds, 

including ospreys, great blue 

herons, bald eagles, and 

peregrine falcons. The bay also 

supports a wide range of 

vegetation, both on land and 

under water. Submerged 

grasses provide food and 

habitat for a number of wildlife 

species, as well as adding 

oxygen to the water improving 

water clarity. Other vegetation 

that makes its home in the bay 

is wild rice and various trees 

including the red maple and 

bald cypress. 

However, in the 1970s, the 

Chesapeake Bay was discovered 

to contain one of the planet’s 

first identified marine dead 

zones, where the waters were 

so depleted of oxygen (hypoxia) 

that they were unable to 

support life. Hypoxia results in 

part from large blooms of algae, 

nourished by the runoff of 

residential, farm and industrial 

waste throughout the 

watershed. The algae prevents 

sunlight from reaching the 

bottom of the bay while alive, 

and deoxygenates the bay’s 

water when it dies and rots. 

The erosion and runoff of 

sediment into the bay, 

exacerbated by de-vegetation, 

construction and the 

prevalence of pavement in 

urban and suburban areas, also 

blocks vital sunlight. The 

resulting loss of aquatic 

vegetation has depleted the 

habitat for much of the bay’s 

animal life. 

Since 1983, the states in the 

Chesapeake Bay watershed 

have been working within the 

Chesapeake Bay Program with 

partners including the 

Chesapeake Bay Commission, 

the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency, and 

participating advisory groups 

representing citizens, local 

governments and the scientific 

community. Today the 

Chesapeake Bay is showing 

encouraging signs of 

rebounding but is still in critical 

condition. 

Jeff  

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as 
more attractive and satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each 
month, with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care 
for and honor God's amazing creation. 

The Chesapeake Bay 
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Earth Forum of Howard County 
Sunday, March 15, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County  

 

 

 

 

 

“Waters of the Chesapeake” 

Dr. Beth McGee 
Senior Water Quality Scientist, Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

Dr. McGee will present an overview of the science and policy surrounding efforts to clean up the 

Chesapeake Bay. She will highlight the health and ecological problems of the Bay, drawn from CBF’s 

2014 “State of the Bay” report. She will give a brief history of Bay restoration efforts, lessons 

learned, and the events leading up to “The Moment in Time” for Bay restoration. Finally, she will 

discuss the Chesapeake Bay Foundation recent report describing the economic benefits of restoring 

the Bay. 

Following the program, enjoy tasty and nutritious refreshments, then view interesting information 

tables and learn more about environmental activities, events and programs in the County.  

The Earth Forum is free and open to all. 

Contact the Earth Forum at earthforum@firstpreshc.org  
or call 410-730-3545. 

See us on Facebook or at www.earthforumhc.org 

Join us at the Earth Forum! 
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Year Round Stewardship 

MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE: 
The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the following 

stewardship principle as you consider how you handle the resources (finances ,time,  

and talent) that God has given you. 

Principle #12.  The simple believe everything, but the clever consider their 

steps. ~Proverbs 14:15 

Management of our financial resources is an expectation of our Christian lives, and like everything else that 

God expects of us, the Bible gives us guidance for meeting those expectations. The Bible includes several 

references to earning and managing money. We are directed to avoid dishonesty in our transactions, earn an 

honest living, save something for the future, and have a practical financial plan. 

Avoiding dishonesty and treating others fairly:  see Psalm 37:21, Proverbs 11:1, and Amos 8:5  

Earn an Honest Living:  God warns if we have money that we have not earned, it does not yield the same 

benefits as money earned through honest labor. See Proverbs 13:11, Proverbs 20:21, Proverbs 28:19, 

Ecclesiastes 5:18-19, and 1 Thessalonians 4:11. 

Saving:  God cautions us against squandering our resources; instead we are encouraged to always save 

something for later. See Proverbs 21:20 and Proverbs30:25. 

Plan:  Not only are we to plan, but we are to reconsider and modify our plans as circumstances change.  

See Proverbs 14:15 and Proverbs 24:3. 

God wants the best for us as individuals and as a church, and has given us a wonderful set of tools for living 

financially-responsible lives. These principles apply equally to our personal finances and the resources of our 

church. By implementing these principles, we can honor God, set a good example for those around us, 

strengthen our church, and reap the blessings God has in store for us. 

2015 Stated Session 

Meetings 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 19th, 

Tuesday, April 28th,  

Tuesday, May 26th &, 

Tuesday, June 20th or 

Saturday, June 23rd 
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Coming Soon— 

The new “Church Community Bulletin Board”! 

Discipleship and Caring Ministries will be unveiling a new bulletin 

board to let the church community share what is happening in our 

lives. Put up a poster announcing a local event, post your business 

card to advertise your services, or come learn about volunteer 

opportunities at the church.  

Look for the bulletin board at Coffee Fellowship in the near future.  

If you have an idea for a catchy name for the new bulletin board, 

send an email to discipleship@firstpreshc.org 

New Zentangle® Ministry at First Pres! 
Eight of our members recently took a class and became Zentangle® 

artists. And now a new Caring Ministry is beginning! 

A small group of tanglers (Zentangle® artists) will meet at the church 

during Lent to create cards with Zentangle® art. (Friday, March 13,  

2:00-3:00 p.m.; Friday, March 27, 2:00-3:00 p.m.)  

As each artist draws, he/she will be thinking and praying for a specific 

person in the church who is in need of healing or support. The artist will 

mount the artwork on a blank greeting card, add a personal note, and 

mail the card to the person. 

If you are a Zentangle® artist, you are welcome to join us! For more 

information about this group or Zentangle® classes, contact the church 

office.l 

Discipleship and Caring Ministries News 



 

 

Blood Drive 
Saturday, March 21, 2015 
8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Lyle Buck Hall 

“Be someone’s hero—in fact, you could help save more than one 
life with just one donation. Plus you get free juice and delicious 
Keebler ® cookies.” 

A sign-up sheet is in the Lower Commons or contact the church 
office. 
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Perhaps you are ready to take the next step in your journey of faith and allow First Church to make a 

commitment to be your faith home. Come and meet the Co-Pastors, and share in conversation about living 

the Christian life together in the First Church community. Those who would like to become formal members 

of First Church may do so at the end of this gathering. Childcare can always be arranged if we know in 

advance, please call the church office. 

Please speak with Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue to hear more about church membership, or for more 

information about this orientation. 

All About First Church:   
New Member Information and Orientation 
Saturday morning, March 21, 2015 

9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon 
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Mission Opportunities 

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS! 

March: 

Breakfast Items 

Let’s help the hungry start the morning right with a good 
breakfast. Our special request for March is donations of 
cereal (including instant oatmeal), which is the most 
requested food item month after month in food pantries. 
There is a limit of one visit per family per month to the 
Howard County Food Bank, where the quantities given 
out must be strictly rationed to meet demand. 

Please leave your regular contribution - plus boxes of 
cereal and oatmeal - in the wooden “Just One Can” bin in 
the Upper Commons across from the Welcome Center. 

Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the food-
stressed of Howard County. 

FIND YOUR WAY TO 

Bridges to Housing Stability’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 8, 2015  

at 12:30 p.m. 

Church of the Resurrection 
3175 Paulskirk Drive 

Ellicott City, MD 

 HELP - Raise money for Bridges’ programs 
for homeless and at-risk families. 

 LEARN - Learn about homelessness in 
Howard County through our video 
presentation. 

 WIN - 18 Congregations will compete for 
the coveted Golden Ladle! Guests sample 
and vote by ‘tipping’ their favorite entry.  
The congregation with the most tips, wins 
the Golden Ladle! 

Bring your ‘tips’ and friends  
to the hottest competition in town! 

You are invited to bring baked goods or 
other treats to sell at our table at the event. 

Contact discipleship@firstpreshc.org  
about the baked goods. 

For more info about the event go to:  
http://www.bridges2hs.org/ 

Thank You! 

Backpack Project 
Did you know that Mid and Senior Highs pack up 
weekly bags of food for the 36 children in the Head 
Start program here at First Presbyterian Church? You 
may leave food donations in the wooden “Just One 
Can” cart, along with your contributions to the food 
bank. 

Suggested items are: 

 Applesauce cups 

 Fruit cups 

 Mac & cheese 

 Oatmeal 

 Boxed pasta 

 Pasta meals 

 Protein bars/Z Bars 

 Raisins 

 Soup 

 Tuna 

 Peanut butter 

Thank you! 



 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

5K Run for Coffee 
Saturday, May 2, 2015 

Lace up your shoes and start stretching, the FPCHC Sixth Annual 5K Run 
for Coffee is scheduled for Saturday, May 2, 2015. Mark your calendars! 

More details to follow! 
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A huge, huge thank you to everyone who worked so hard to 
make the Cold Weather Shelter run so smoothly! We had lots of 
guests, from ages one to about seventy. We had people who 
have been homeless for years and people who just found 
themselves turned out the day they came to us. One family told 
me how tremendously relieved they were to be at such a nice 
place. They had a much different picture in their mind about a 
homeless shelter. All of our volunteers stepped up and did a 
great job. Thank you so much. 

Margot 

Mission News 

CWS Thank You 

Presbyterian Mission Yearbook 
During the month of March, the 2015 Presbyterian Mission Yearbook for Prayer and Study focuses on 

Central America. As a focus for prayer the prayer below was written at the end of an article written by 

Amanda Craft. She has visited us at First Pres. 

“Please be with the women of Guatemala. They struggle to find their voice and live out their call in a 

culture that often does not see or hear them. Let the Sinodica be a place where they can be heard, 

celebrated, and encouraged. Amen.” 

You can connect to the 2015 Presbyterian Mission Yearbook by going to: http://

www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionyearbook/ then select “Today in the Mission Yearbook” 

Your Mission Ministry Area 



 

 

Youth Events: 
Sunday, March 1, 2015 
 Mid-Highs & Mid-High Parents 
 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

 Dr. Margot Watson and Linda Fazzari will be 
presenting “Healthy Relationships”. 

 Senior High Fellowship, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 
 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, March 15, 2015 
 Mid-High Fellowship, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 Senior High Fellowship, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 19, 2015 
 Confirmation Class Dinner, 6:30 p.m. 
 meets with Session 

Sunday, March 22, 2015 
 Confirmation Sunday at 9:30 a.m. service 
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Christian Education News 

Thunder Hill Elementary School 

Kindergarten Registration 
Monday, March 2nd-Friday, March 6th 

10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Evening Registration March 3rd 

5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 

Kindergarten teachers will also be present to answer 
questions. 

Children entering Kindergarten in the fall of 2015 
must have been born between September 2, 2009 
and September 1, 2010. 

Children must reside in the Thunder Hill Elementary 

School attendance area to attend Thunder Hill 

Elementary. Please consult the School and Bus 

Locator at www.hcpss.org to determine residency. 

Parents/Guardians must bring the following to 
register their child: 

○ Two proofs of residence, within the Thunder Hill 
boundaries: 

 The first proof must be a signed ORIGINAL 
deed or lease. 

 The second proof must be a current utility, 
telephone, or cable bill with name and 
address on it. Wireless phone bills will not be 
accepted. 

○ Student’s proof of birth (birth certificate/
passport) 

○ Current proof of immunizations, HCPSS does not 
accept baby books as proof of immunizations. 

○ Photo identification of parent. 

○ Proof of parental relationship, if applicable. 

theskindergartenweebly.com 

Community News 
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Tidings April 2015 Issue 4 

 

 

is Thursday, March 12th 

To be mailed Wednesday, March 18th 

Please send articles to 
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date with your  
current home and email address 

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 
Changes can be sent to 

churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive  
your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  
save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who  
have signed up already! 

Send your email address to 
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org and next month 

you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

March Birthdays 

Co-Pastors’ Contact Info 

Morton and Sue’s cell phone numbers & emails: 
Morton:  443-824-3768, mharris@firstpreshc.org 

Sue:  443-824-4305, sharris@firstpreshc.org 

REMEMBER!! 
Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday morning  
March 8, 2015! Set your clocks ahead one hour on 
Saturday night or you’ll be attending a different worship 
service than you meant to attend! And if your smoke 
detectors use batteries, this is a good time to change 
them: “Change your clocks, change your batteries.” 



 

 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 

Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 

Of Howard County 

March 2015 

Issue 3 

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email:  execasst@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE:  Next issue:  Thursday, March 12, 2015 by 9:00 a.m. 

email:  execasst@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

 

 

March 1 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Communion 

Mark 8:31-38 

Life in the What? 

Morton Harris, preaching 

March 8 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Galatians 3:23-29 

Life in the Kingdom:  Community 

Morton and Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

 

 

 

 

 

March 15 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Dr. Brian Blount, preaching 

President, Union Presbyterian Seminary 

March 22 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Confirmation Sunday 

John 2:12-22 

Life in the Kingdom:  Justice 

Morton Harris, preaching 

March 29 

Palm Sunday 

Mark 11:1-11 

Life in the Kingdom:  Righteousness 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

March 2015 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:00 & 11:00 a.m. — Traditional Worship 9:30 a.m. — Contemporary Worship 

LIFE IN THE KINGDOM 


