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is now available  

online! 

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

http://www.facebook.com/ 

firstpreshc.  

Shrove Tuesday, February 17 
Pancake Supper in Lyle Buck Hall 

5:30–8:00 p.m. $2 each/$5 per family 

Lent Begins 

Ash Wednesday, February 18 
7:00 p.m. 

A service of prayer, song, with the imposition 

of ashes 

Our worship together on Ash Wednesday 

gives us an opportunity to focus and ready 

ourselves for the journey inward and journey 

outward of the next six weeks of Lent. 

Table Talk:  Food, Friends and Conversation 
Wednesday Nights, beginning in Lent 

February 25, March 4, 11, 18 & 25  

Simple Supper at 6:30 p.m.. Study at 7:00 p.m., we try to wrap it up by 8:15 p.m. 

First Light:  Jesus and the Kingdom of God 

This Lent we’ll begin a study of the historical Jesus and Jesus’ own teachings about 
the Kingdom of God, guided – via DVD clips – by John Dominic Crossan and Marcus 
Borg, two of the world’s leading Biblical scholars, who speak on location 
throughout Galilee and Jerusalem. So it’s like a Holy Land tour with Crossan and 
Borg! How fun is this? 

We gather to share a simple soup and bread supper, and then spend a little over 
an hour watching the video clip and talking together about the stuff of faith and 
life. Adults of every age – collegians, young adults, middle adults, seasoned adults, 
single or partnered, parents and child-free – all are welcome. Senior Highs are also 
welcome to come and join in this discussion. Who knows, you might enjoy hanging 
out with the grown-ups! 

This study takes a break for Holy Week and Easter Week, and then will continue 
through April and May – resuming on April 15 (no meeting on April 29). 

Child Care is available. It’s helpful if you let the church office know you will be 
needing childcare in advance. 
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Week 2 – February 22-28 

The time is fulfilled; the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news. 
Mark 1:9-15 

Where do you see the kingdom of God coming near? 

2015 Lenten Photo Challenge 

Week 1 – February 18-21 

For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.  
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Where have you stored the 
treasures of your heart? 

Make sure to check the March Tidings  
or visit http://www.firstpreshc.org/3514  
for the rest of the challenge. 

Lend your eye to others as we #takeuplent together. 
For this season of Lent we will focus on one verse of 
scripture each week. The verses will come with 
questions for reflection to inspire your photography. 
Reading the entire scripture passage each week will 
also help inspire you. As you read ask yourself what 
God is inviting you to do, be or change through this 
passage. Share your photos on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and in worship using the hashtag 
#takeuplent. Photos can also be emailed to 
borrowedlens@firstpreshc.org 



 

 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

IS HAPPENING HERE  

IN HOWARD COUNTY 

HERE ARE THREE 

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN: 

What human trafficking looks like 

Where it is happening 

And what YOU can do 

Wednesday, February 11, 6:30 p.m.  

St JOHN UNITED CHURCH 
Wilde Lake Interfaith Center, 10431 Twin Rivers Road, 

Columbia (Light refreshments will be served.) 

SPEAKERS: Denene Yates, Founder and Executive Director  

of Safe House of Hope 

 Joshua Mouton, Howard County Vice Detective 

For more information, call 410.730.9137. 

Thursday, February 19, 6:00 p.m. 

BETHANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2875 Bethany Lane, Ellicott City  

(A free meal will be served at 6:00 pm.  

No reservations are necessary.) 

SPEAKERS: Denene Yates, Founder and Executive Director 

of Safe House of Hope 

 Amanda Rodriguez, Special Assistant,  

U.S. Attorney and Human Trafficking Policy 

Advisor for the Governor’s Office  

of Crime and Prevention 

For more information, call 410.739.1488. 

Scholar-in-Residence 
Dr. Brian Blount 

Saturday, March 14th and Sunday, March 15th  
at First Presbyterian Church 
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Education Forum on Saturday Morning 
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Revelation: News of the Lamb, the Dragon,  
and the Witnesses for the Lordship of Christ! 

Sunday Worship  
at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
with Dr. Blount, Preaching 

Year of Roots and Streams comes to a wonderful 
conclusion with our weekend with Dr. Brian Blount.  
Dr. Blount is the President and Professor of New 
Testament at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, 
Virginia. Professor Blount’s primary work has been in the 
Gospel of Mark, the Book of Revelation and in the area of 
cultural studies and hermeneutics. On Saturday Morning, 
he’ll be sharing with us about the Book of Revelation, so 
you don’t want to miss out on this! 

Dr. Blount is an M.Div. graduate of Princeton Seminary;  
he obtained his B.A. from the College of William and Mary 
in 1978. After graduating from Princeton Seminary, he 
went on to become the pastor of the Carver Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Newport News, Virginia from  
1982-1988. William and Mary’s first African-American to 
receive membership in the Alpha Chapter of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Honor Society, he received his Ph.D. in  
New Testament Studies from Emory University in 1992.  
He returned to teach at Princeton Seminary the same year. 
He was called to Union Presbyterian Seminary in 2007. He 
and his wife, Sharon, have two sons. 

Worship & Education Opportunities  
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Our Upcoming Week in Cuba 
From February 9th through February 16th, four members of First of Howard will be spending time in Cuba. 
This is an exciting time to be visiting Cuba, as the hopeful transition of their country will be taking place.  
We will leave Baltimore, travel to Miami and take the 45-minute trip to Santa Clara, Cuba. From there, we 
will be transported to our home churches. 

During our stay there, we will be visiting with our partner church in Calabazar from February 9 through 
February 12. We have recently signed a new covenant and are looking forward to our fellowship together. 
On the last visit, we carried the covenant, which they gladly signed, and a new projector. We were able to 
watch them enjoy using the projector during the celebration of their 83rd anniversary. What an exciting 
time for all of us! 

From there, on February 12 through February 16th, we will be attending the Encuentro, a bi-yearly 
conference of the two Presbyteries, Baltimore and El Centro. To date, 22 members from The Baltimore 
Presbytery have signed on to attend this gathering, which will be held at CANIP, the Presbyterian Campsite 
near Santa Clara. During this gathering, member attendees from both Cuba and Baltimore Presbyteries will 
worship, pray, fellowship, socialize and study together. It is such a grand time for meeting new friends as 
we live and learn together in a dormitory-type setting. 

It is so wonderful that the First of Howard entourage will include Craig and Agnes this year. Several others 
from our church have shown an interest in going to Cuba with us and we would certainly welcome their 
addition. Please see Morton Harris or Alice if you are still interested. 

Do keep us in your prayers as we gather in this Cuba setting to appreciate all that God has given us.  
We will bring back news of interest, which will be included in a future Tidings. 

~Alice  

Mission Opportunities  

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!  February - Fight Against Cold 

This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather Shelter. Cold weather is difficult 

enough without a roof over your head, much less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our 

area despite the hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please demonstrate 

your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious and filling foods that benefit the homeless, 

the hungry and the struggling. 

Suggestions are: 

○ Beans—Dried or Canned 

○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken 

○ Canned Soups 

○ Stews 

○ Pasta 

○ Oatmeal 

Please leave your contribution in  

the wooden “Just One Can” bin  

in the Upper Commons across from 

the Welcome Center. 

The Deacons appreciate the 

congregations’ generous support. 
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Results of In-House Chili Cook-Off 
Thank you to Julianna, Ellen, Evelyn, Bob, Kaye, Emily, Pastor Sue, Nancy , and Woody  

for sharing their wonderful chili recipes with the congregation.  

Our winner this year was Bob . Yea Bob! And we collected over $470 for Bridges. Yea us! 

Now support First Pres and Bridges in the next step of the competition and come to ... 

Bridges to Housing Stability’s 

 
Sunday, March 8, 2015 at 12:30 p.m. 

Church of the Resurrection 

3175 Paulskirk Drive 

Ellicott City, MD 

 

 HELP - Raise money for Bridges’ programs for homeless and at-risk families. 

 LEARN - Learn about homelessness in Howard County through our video presentation. 

 WIN - 18 Congregations will compete for the coveted Golden Ladle! Guests sample and vote by ‘tipping’ 

their favorite entry. The congregation with the most tips, wins the Golden Ladle! 

Bring your ‘tips’ and friends to the hottest competition in town! 

For more info go to: http://www.bridges2hs.org/ 

Thank You! 

Baltimore Concert Opera presents 
This Little Light of Mine, a living documentary 
The Stories of Marian Anderson & Leontyne Price 

Friday, February 27, 7:30 p.m. & Sunday, March 1, 3:00 p.m. See details at BaltimoreConcertOpera.com 

Performances at the historic Garrett-Jacobs Mansion, home of The Engineers Club 

11 West Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore  

Written and narrated by Adrienne Danrich this one-woman musical tribute honors two African-American opera 

legends who overcame racial barriers to become international opera stars. Ms. Anderson became the first 

African-American singer to perform at The Metropolitan Opera House in New York and Ms. Price would take 

that torch and carry it to The Metropolitan Opera and the most prestigious opera houses around the world. 

This remarkable story is told with moving dialogue, songs and arias that bring to life the accomplishments of 

these two great women. In addition to her storytelling ability and the beauty of her voice, Ms. Danrich 

creatively documents the lives of the two artist/pioneers by showing poignant multi-media images of the pair 

at different stages in their lives and playing audio excerpts of some of their most famous recordings. 

Speak to Jimmy Galdieri, 

Director of Music Ministries 

for more details. 

Buy tickets now!  

Call 443-445-0226 



 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING  

OF THE CONGREGATION 

The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation  

of the First Presbyterian Church of Howard County  

to be held on Sunday, February 8, 2015 

immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service in the church sanctuary.  

The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to hear the report of the Session and its Units,  

to review the terms of the Co-Pastors’ call as required by the Book of Order,  

to receive the Session’s annual budget for the church,  

and to transact any other business properly coming before the Congregation. 

2015 Stated Session Meetings 

Tuesday, February 24th, Thursday, March 19th,  

Tuesday, April 28th, Tuesday, May 26th  

& Tuesday, June 20th or Saturday, June 23rd 
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Meet & Greet New Members 
Sunday, February 8, 2015 

Join us for Coffee Fellowship on Sunday, February 8, 2015 

in The Upper Commons from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

to honor the New Members of 2014. 

Important Dates 

Blood Drive 
Saturday, March 21, 2015 

“Be someone’s hero, - in fact, you could help save more than 

one life with just one donation. Plus you get free juice and 

delicious Keebler® cookies.” 

Sign-up in the Lower Commons or contact the church office. 
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Year Round Stewardship 

The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the 

following stewardship principle as you consider how you handle the resources 

(finances, time, and talent) that God has given you. 

Stewardship Principles 

Principle #11 - God Will Hold Us Accountable for Our Stewardship in the End. 

Stewardship is important to God and should be important to us as we love and honor God. The basis on 

which our stewardship will be judged may be summed up in this questions:  How have you used what has 

been entrusted to your care? For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 

receive the things done in his body, according to that which he has done, whether it be good or bad. 

Reading our Bible we cannot miss the fact, that, as believers, we must ultimately give an account for the 

manner in which we have used what He has entrusted to our care. It would be wise to take an inventory of 

all God has entrusted to you in every area of your life. How faithfully are you discharging your stewardship 

over these gifts? 

Stewardship is using wisely all those gifts given by God and amplifying and sharing these gifts with others. 

The Bible is our guide. 

Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly.  

And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have. 

~2 Corinthians 8:12 

Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

~1 Corinthians 4:2 

… From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded;  

and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. 

~Luke 12:48 

Other scripture passages for reference are 2 Corinthians 5:10 and Matthew 25:24-30. 

Have you used what has been entrusted to your care? 
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The Green Page 

The Howard County government provides a wide 
range of services and activities relating to the 
environment. These involve nearly all of the 
county’s departments. The Office of 
Environmental Sustainability coordinates efforts 
throughout other Howard County departments 
and community organizations to protect and 
enhance natural resources and the quality of life 
throughout the county. Within the Department of 
Planning and Zoning:  The Transportation Division 
coordinates air quality planning efforts; The Land 
Development Division manages the Forest 
Conservation Program, providing guidance for 
forest retention, planting and maintenance 
techniques; and The Development Engineering 
Division reviews and approves the design of new 
stormwater management structures. Within the 
Department of Public Works:  The Bureau of 
Environmental Services oversees the Alpha Ridge 
Landfill, and oversees the County's recycling 
program; and The Stormwater Management 
Division manages floodplains and flood protection 
measures, conducts biological water quality 
monitoring and stream corridor assessment 
surveys in all of the major County watersheds, and 
inspects existing stormwater management systems 
to ensure proper function. The Department of 
Inspections, Licenses and Permits issues permits 
for grading large areas to ensure control of 
erosion. And The Department of Recreation and 
Parks provides opportunities for all residents to 
pursue safe and enjoyable leisure activities in 
balance with the protection and conservation of 
natural resources.  

The Environmental Sustainability Board is a group 
of experts who volunteer their time to make 
Howard County greener, healthier, and more 
sustainable. The Food Policy Task Force, made up 
of leaders in the fields of food production, 
restaurants, the Community College, and the 
corrections system, worked to develop the best, 
most forward-thinking food system possible in 
Howard County. In addition, the Howard County 
Government hosts the Howard County Green Fest, 
an annual Howard County event focusing on the 
environment subjects, with workshops, shopping, 
and activities for children. It also supports 
LiveGreenHoward.com to offer a central location 
for local green information and opportunities to 
get involved.  

The information above is based on the 
environmental policies of the previous Howard 
County administration. The policies of the new 
county administration are in a period of transition, 
and information will only be available as decisions 
are made. For example, The Office of 
Environmental Sustainability will now be titled  
The Office of Sustainability, and will be focused on 
economic matters. 

Jeff 

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive and 
satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider and 
steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation. 

Environmental Services in Howard County 
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Earth Forum of Howard County 
Sunday, February 15, 2015 

2:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Effective environmental leadership, planning, and developing engaging programs begins right here, 
in Howard County. Come, be a part of the Forums’ review, discussion, and creative possibilities for 
caring for our part of the Earth and its inhabitants, at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 15.  
Hear Howard County environmental professionals and leaders share the highlights and results of 
their work in 2014, their current work, and ideas for how the whole community  can work together  

The panelists will be:  John McCoy, Columbia Association; Ned Tillman, Howard County 
Environmental Sustainability Board; Kelly Dudeck, Food Policy Task Force Director; and  
Rachel Beebe, Residential Stormwater Specialist. 

Following the program, enjoy tasty and nutritious refreshments. Then view interesting information 
tables to learn more about the environmental activities, events, and programs in this area. 

The Earth Forum is free and open to all. 
It is held at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County,  

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia. 

For questions e-mail earthforum@firstpreshc.org or call 410-730-3545.  
Information is at www.earthforumhc.org 

See us on Facebook. 

Join us for the Earth Forum! 

Need a Ride to Church? 
Mo lives in the community and has offered  
to pick up and drop off people to church on Sundays for a fee.  
He has talked with Pastor Morton Harris. 
If you need a ride please contact him directly at: 
mo_1951@yahoo.com 

Mo is also a Notary. 

mailto:earthforum@firstpreshc.org
http://www.earthforumhc.org


 

 

Youth Events: 
Sunday, February 1, 2015 

 Souper Bowl of Caring Offering 

 All three services 

 Mid-High Cold Weather Shelter Shopping 

 meet at 12:30 p.m. 

 Super Bowl Party - Senior Highs 

 at The Brady’s Home 

 10160 Rope Maker Drive 

 Ellicott City, MD 21042 

 arrival time—6:00 p.m. 

 pick up after the game 

 R.S.V.P. to the church office 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, February 15, 2015 

 Mid-High Fellowship, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

 Senior High Fellowship, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, February 19, 2015 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 21, 2015 

 Set-up for Spaghetti Lunch 

Sunday, February 22, 2015 

 Spaghetti Lunch & Dessert Auction 

 following the 11:00 a.m. service 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Friday, February 27-Saturday, February 28, 2015 

 Confirmation Class Retreat at the church 
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New This Year:  We are opening up the auction beyond 

desserts! Do you have a service that you could offer? 

Maybe yard work, babysitting, tutoring or pet walking? 

Would you like to put together a basket of goodies or 

offer up tickets to a cultural or sporting event? 

Desserts will still be accepted and auctioned, but we 

would like to have auction items for those who do not 

want to bring home a dessert. Be creative!  

If you have an item to auction, please email 

christianed@firstpreshc.org 

We are still looking for volunteers for this event. We 

need a couple of planners and then many helpers on 

the day of the lunch, February 22nd. 

Please go to www.firstpreshc.org/2974 to sign up 

today! 

Student Ministries 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Mission Trip  

to Jamaica, New York 
Depart:  Friday Evening, March 27, 2015 

Return:  Thursday Mid-Day, April 2, 2015 

Cost:  $150 
Mission Work Days:  Saturday & Monday-Wednesday 

Free Day in New York on Sunday 

For more info or questions? Contact Debbie Reese  

*This is during Spring Break  

for Howard County Public Schools  

and is also Holy Week. 

Time to get ready for the  

First Presbyterian  

Youth Ministry  

Spaghetti Lunch & Auction 
Sunday, February 22, 2015 
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News from Baltimore Presbytery 

Discernment Committee Appointment 
The 234th Synod of the Mid-Atlantic entered into a twelve (12) month prayer and discernment about its 

identity and future. The 234th Synod appointed a Discernment Committee of nine (9) who prayerfully 

considered the following mandate: 

To review in total and recommend to the full Synod Assembly a clarification and or/redirection of 

the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic’s core mission and ministries in light of actions taken by the 2014 

General Assembly to “Direct a new configuration of synod boundaries to be established [based on 

an emerging sense of purpose, partnership, context and call] through a collaborative process 

between the synods and presbyteries resulting in no more than 10-12 synods. The synods shall 

report to the 222nd General Assembly (2016).” 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County’s own Debbie was selected to be one of the nine (9) appointed 

to the Discernment Committee. The committee is composed of six (6) teaching elders and  

three (3) ruling elders from North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware and of course Maryland. 

Debbie is the lone committee member from Maryland. She was selected to be a part of this committee 

because of her extensive work with youth in our church and presbytery. 

Please feel free to reach out and pray for Debbie as she works with the Discernment Committee to make 

recommendations. 

 ~Louisa, Ruling Elder Commissioner from Baltimore to the Synod Assembly 

Presbytery Vacancy:  Director of Finance 
The Presbytery of Baltimore of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) seeks a Director of Finance. This is a full 

time exempt position offering a salary commensurate with education, skill and experience.  

The full job description is available on the website of the Baltimore Presbytery 

http://www.baltimorepresbytery.org/images/documents/_Misc/Dir_of_Finance_Add.pdf - OR - contact the 

Church Office at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County. 

Job Summary  

The Director of Finance participates in the realization of the Presbytery’s purpose by providing 

comprehensive financial services to the staff and agencies of the Presbytery and the Trustees of the 

Presbytery.  

Minimum Qualifications:  

 4 year degree  

 CPA Certification preferred  

 Minimum 3 year experience in bookkeeping and fund accounting  

 Ability to use software such as Microsoft Office and ACS  

 Christian faith and commitment to the purpose of the Presbytery of Baltimore and the mission of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  

Please send resumes to applydiroffinance@baltimorepresbytery.org  



 

 

Christmas Stocking Project 2014 
The Deacons would like to thank our FPC 

Congregation members for helping us spread 

Christmas Joy to many families in need. We filled 35 

stockings for the Salvation Army, 68 stockings for 

FIRN and 36 gift bags for the children in Head Start. 

Thank you also for taking on our challenge to select 

gifts that fit inside the stockings and gift bags. Your 

extra efforts made our deliveries much smoother! 

Merry Christmas and Many Thanks, 

Emily and Christina  

 Deacons 
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Notes of Thanks! 

To the Glory of God—Thanks! 
Richard is home. He is working hard toward 

independence and recovery. We would like to 

express our heartfelt thanks to our extended 

family at First Church. We are grateful for the 

prayers, cards, phone calls, visits, and more. 

This must be what it feels like to have a large 

family of believers and love of God. I am 

especially thankful to Olu, Agnes, Dave, Ruth, 

Engelbrechts, Doria, and others who have been 

extremely so supportive to me personally 

throughout this whole experience in our marital 

lives—thanks and thank God! 

~Blessing 

Friends at First, 
This has been a very difficult year for me health 

wise and family wise. You have been there for me 

every step of the way during my surgeries and for 

that I am extremely grateful. The prayers, meals, 

calls, visits, helpful suggestions, and also advice, 

have all been so gratifying to me and I will forever 

be thankful to all of you for each kindness. 

Recently, I lost my sister—Gwen. Many of you 

knew her as she visited our church each time she 

was in Columbia. This has been devastating to me 

as she was always there for me and was with me 

during my recovery. Thanks, again, for your loving 

support. I just pray that time will help me to heal 

from her loss and that God will use her in heaven 

the way she was used here on earth. 

Again, thanks for all you have provided my family 

and me this year. I pray that 2015 will be an even 

more peaceful year. 

 ~Alice  



 

 

February Birthdays 
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FOR A LIFETIME 
Marriage Preparation Program 

For A Lifetime is a program designed to 
help couples prepare for a lifetime 
together. With so much focus on all the 
particulars often involved in wedding pay 
preparations, this program invites couples 
to set some time apart for exploring their 
new relationship. Offered will be time for 
individual reflection, new learning and 
new interactions with a focus on four 
important areas which impact every 
marriage:  Similarities and Differences, 
Marital Expectations, Communicating and 
Problem Solving, and Past Relational 
Dynamics. 

2015 Schedule 

One Day Retreat 

(Group meeting 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. with lunch provided) 

Saturday, March 21, 2015 
Saint Michael Lutheran Church  

9534 Belair Road 
Perry Hall, MD 21236 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 
Holy Comfort Episcopal Church 

130 W. Seminary Road 
Lutherville, MD 21093 

Saturday, June 20, 2015 
Grace United Methodist Church 

5407 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21210 

The program is also available in 4 private 
sessions, scheduled at your convenience. 

For more information and to register visit 
www.inspiritmaryland.org 

or call 
1-800-427-4027 ext 160 



 

 

Take Note! 
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Robert F. and Rosa M. Ferguson Scholarship 
Jacob is a junior at Rensselaer College in Troy, New York, pursuing a degree in engineering.  

Sarah is a freshman at the University of Maryland, College Park, and studying journalism. What do Jacob 

and Sarah have in common? They both received help toward their college expenses through the Robert F. 

and Rosa M. Ferguson Student Scholarship Fund. 

This $5,000 Student Scholarship Fund provides financial assistance to deserving high school students who 

wish to further their education at an accredited college or university. Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson - he, a  

long-time member of Grace Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, Maryland, and she, a long-time educator in 

Baltimore City and County - generously gave the resources to fund this scholarship. In selecting the 

recipient of this scholarship each year, priority is given to financially deserving students whose family 

income is modest.  

CRITERIA AND REQUIREMENTS  

1. The student must rank in the top one-third of his/her class; 

2. The student must be involved in school or community service activities; 

3. The student must possess strong moral character; 

4. The student must be an active communicant member of a congregation in the Presbytery of 

Baltimore, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); 

5. The student must attend an accredited college or university approved by the Scholarship Committee; 

6. The student must complete an application form and provide a copy of his/her scholastic transcript as 

well as letters of character reference; 

7. The student and his/her parents or guardians must provide evidence of financial need through 

disclosure of personal financial information and copies of tax forms from previous years. 

A Scholarship Committee reviews all applications and administer the Student Scholarship Fund. Applications 

must be received in the Presbytery Office by May 15. 

The Robert F. and Rosa M. Ferguson Student Scholarship Fund does not discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, age, sex, national origin, or physical handicap in its selection process. All applications shall be kept in 

complete confidence and used only for the purpose of this scholarship.   

If you have qualifying students in your congregation, please encourage them to apply visiting the 

Presbytery's scholarship webpage using the application posted on the website. If you have further 

questions, please email: dschmidt@baltimorepresbytery.org. 

Springfield Presbyterian Church's Ruth Gosnell Education Fund  
provides interest-free loans to full-time college juniors, seniors and graduate school candidates for the  

2015-16 academic year. Regardless of religion, all applicants will be given impartial consideration; and 

repayment of the interest-free loan does not start until 6 months after graduation. Download the RGEF 

Application Form C at http://www.springfield-church.org or call 410-795-6152. Applications must be 

received by March 1, 2015 at the Springfield Presbyterian Church. Email applications will NOT be accepted.  

Scholarship Opportunities 



 

 

Page 15 T id ings  February 2015 

Tidings March 2015 Issue 3  

 

 

is Thursday, February 12th 

To be folded Thursday, February 19th 

(days are different due to the holiday) 

Please send articles to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date with your  

current home and email address 

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive  

your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  

save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who  

have signed up already! 

Send your email address to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

SNOW AND SEVERE WEATHER POLICY:  

For Sunday mornings 

In the event of snow, ice or other severe weather on 

Sundays, the home page of the church website and the 

church answering machine will have a special message to 

let you whether worship services or other activities have 

been changed or cancelled. A decision will be made by 

6:30 am with a goal to notify the radio stations (WBAL 

Radio, WRBS Radio, WJZ TV, WMAR TV) and to put a 

message on the church answering machine by 7:00 a.m. 

Call the Church Office at 410.730.3545 for updated 

messages. 

For building use on other days 

First Presbyterian Church follows the Howard County 

Public School system. That is, if school is cancelled, then 

the church building is closed and all activities are cancelled. 

If school is on a delayed opening, the church will be open 

on a delayed schedule, as well, usually opening at  

10:00 a.m. If evening school activities are cancelled, then 

the church will be closed in the evening, and all evening 

activities are cancelled. For questions about this policy, 

please call the church office. 

The Church Office will be 

closed on  

Monday, February 16, 2015  

in observance of  

Co-Pastors’ Contact Info 

Morton and Sue’s cell phone numbers & emails: 

Morton:  443-824-3768, mharris@firstpreshc.org 

Sue:  443-824-4305, sharris@firstpreshc.org 
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The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: execasst@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, February 12, 2015 by 9:00 a.m. 

email: execasst@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

February 1 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 

Psalm 111 & Mark 1:2-28 

The Beginning of Wisdom 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

February 8 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mark 1:29-39  

The Whole City was Gathered Around the Door 

Preaching:  Morton & Sue Lowcock Harris 

February 15 

Transfiguration of the Lord 

Mark 9:2-10, 14-19 

Breathing Out 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

February 22 

First Sunday in Lent 

Mark 1:9-15 

Life in the Kingdom:  Come Near 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

February 2015 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:00 & 11:00 a.m. — Traditional Worship            9:30 a.m. — Contemporary Worship 


