
First Day ! 
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The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
January 4, 2015 

TODAY 

Please join downstairs in Lyle Buck Hall for coffee fellowship 
following the 8:00 a.m. service (from 9:00 – 9:30 a.m.) and 
following the Contemporary Service (from 10:30 – 11:00 a.m.) 
If you can help with this ministry please contact 
discipleship@firstpreshc.org 

LITURGIST:  Linda (11:00) 

USHERS & GREETERS:  James (8:00); Melanie (9:30); Craig (11:00); Barry, 
Jonathan (Tech Crew) 

THE REMEMBRANCE CANDLE this morning is to remember Sally, wife of Bob, 
who died on January 2, 2014. 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Jan in honor of the 
members of the Flower Committee with thanks for their dedication. 
The flower arranger is Melanie. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 8:00 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another:  Children ages 4-7 may go with 
Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following 
worship in rooms 110 & 113. 
At 11:00 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
 Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge will return 
to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family. 

SPECIAL MUSIC TODAY is offered by Clarence Baney and Ben Riniker, who are 
members of the Chancel Choir. Thank you! 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, also called Holy Communion, is 
included this morning during worship. Everyone who puts faith and trust in 
Jesus Christ is welcome to share communion. Gluten-free bread is available. 
Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month. 

BY CUSTOM, GIFTS ARE RECEIVED to the Deacons Compassion Fund on 
Communion Sundays. This fund serves the needy of our community with 
essential living expenses like rent, utility bills, groceries or prescriptions. Place 
your gift in the yellow envelope found in the pew. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2015 – are available for pick-up in the Upper 
Commons. Please pick up your box today to save postage.  

“MOVEABLE FEAST” MINISTRY needs home-baked or bakery-purchased 
desserts. Please bring your dessert donation every second Sunday of the 
month to the church kitchen before 12:30 p.m. Be sure to label them for 
“Moveable Feast.” Items MAY be individually wrapped and should contain no 
nut products. For more information about this ministry, contact Discipleship & 
Caring Ministries Elders. 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 4 
Please pray for:  Jeff, Joan, Barb, Dave, Carolyn, Richard, Pat, Andy & Carolyn, 
Alice, Dorothy, Tom, Rob & Dorothy, Gertrude, Bob, Vivian & Robert, Daniel, 
Virginia, Ken, Kim, Bob, Cliff, Bunny, Stan, Milton, Al & Beth  

Recovering from Surgery:  Burta, Jean, Richard, Paul, Maggie, Dean  

PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo;  
Amanda Craft and Omar Chan in Guatemala. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545, or Parish Visitor Ruth Bell, 443-668-1804  
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

Thomas Stearns Elliot (26 September 1888-4 January 1965) was an essayist, 
publisher, playwright, literary and social critic, and one of the twentieth 
century’s major poets. He was born in St. Louis, Missouri. He went to 
Harvard University, where he majored in philosophy. He graduated in 1909, 
and went to Paris to study at the Sorbonne for a year, before returning to 
Harvard, where he studied Sanskrit and Indian philosophy. When he was 25, 
in 1914, he was awarded a fellowship to study at Merton College, Oxford. He 
stayed on in England, and became a citizen of the UK in 1927.  
Eliot’s mystical Christian faith birthed such poetic classics as The Waste Land, 
The Four Quartets, and Ash Wednesday, and his play about the martyrdom of 
Thomas Becket, Murder in the Cathedral. He asserted that the bourgeois 
world was suffocating in its superficiality, doomed to end itself “not with a 
bang but with a whimper.” The alternative he proposed was to lose oneself 
in the depth of each moment, touching there the Eternal as the timeless 
center of history’s turning wheel. On Epiphany, you might want to find his 
poem, The Journey of the Magi. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by 
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week:  Arabian Peninsula:  Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, United 
Arab Emirates, Oman, Yemen; Iran, Iraq 
 Give thanks for the endless source of inspiration that pilgrims of Islam, 

Christianity and Judaism find in the sacred places in the land called holy. 
 Pray for: 

 Peace in the region, especially in Syria and between Palestinians & Israelis. 

 Respect for human rights and an end to unjust imprisonment and extra-
judicial killing. 

 Solutions for refugees, who still yearn to return home. 

 Those who insist on violent solutions & who see force as the primary means 
of solving conflicts, that they might find more humanitarian methods. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle, visit the website of the World Council of 
Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2014 
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA. 

1001 Worshipping Communities, a movement in the PCUSA 
In June 2012, the 220th General Assembly declared a commitment to a 
churchwide movement that results in the creation of 1,001 worshiping 
communities in the next 10 years. Across our church, God is raising up leaders 
in churches and presbyteries who are creating new worshipping communities. 
They are taking on new and varied forms of church for our changing culture. 
Primarily they are seeking to make and form new disciples of Jesus Christ, to 
change and transform the world. 
 



ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL 
 Bible in Depth  

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Clark Parlor 
“Bible stories you didn’t learn in Sunday School.”  
a Bible study, led by Carl  

 First Forum 
Next Sunday, January 11th at 9:30 a.m. in Room 258 
An Introduction to Zentangle – an easy to learn, relaxing and fun way to 
create beautiful images by drawing structured repetitive patterns. 
led by Ginny, Certified Zentangle Teacher 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor  
 Come, have coffee, get reacquainted, and join in discussion of what topics 

to study this season! See you on Wednesday. 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

 Thursday, January 8th 
 Confirmation Class, 6:45-8:30 p.m. Room 258 

 Sunday, January 11th 
 Mid-Year Parents Meeting, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

 We’ll talk about the summer trips and conferences and take the 

opportunity for a mid-year look at the calendar. 

 Thursday, January 15th 
 Confirmation Class, 6:45-8:30 p.m. Room 258 

 Thursday, January 22nd 
 Confirmation Class, 6:45-8:30 p.m. Room 258 

 Friday-Sunday, January 23rd-25th 
 Senior High Youth Ski Retreat 

 Saturday, January 24th 
 Mid-High Youth Snow Tubing Trip 

 Whitetail Ski Mountain, near Clear Spring, MD 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – January – DOUBLE UP 
The Board of Deacons wants to increase our church’s food donations in 
January to battle back against hunger in Howard County. Winter is here in 
earnest and too many of our neighbors are choosing between food and 
fuel. Let’s redouble our efforts this month – give not just one can but two or 
more. Demonstrate in a very tangible way that the joy of giving is not just 
for a specific date on a calendar.  
These are the most requested items from the Howard County Food Bank: 
Baby Foods, Beans – Dried or Canned, Canned Meat / Tuna / Chicken,  
Canned Soups, Cereal, Evaporated Milk, Infant Formula, Baby & Toddler Foods, 
Peanut Butter, Spaghetti Sauce, Rice, Oatmeal, Pasta 



Please leave your contribution in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across 
from the Welcome Center in the upper narthex. Thank you on behalf of the 
Deacons and food-stressed of Howard County. 

MISSION TRIP TO GUATEMALA 
Wednesday, July 8 – Wednesday, July 18, 2015 
Consider joining the First Pres annual mission trip to spend time in activities 
with our partner presbytery, the Union Maya Quiche Boca Costa Presbytery. 
Activities will include spending time with our scholarship students, visiting 
coffee fields, a mini-VBS, an activity with the women of the presbytery, and 
opportunities to learn about Mayan culture, past and present.  
If you’re thinking about participating in the July 2015 trip, please plan to 
attend the information meeting on Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.  
For additional information or to assure that you have a place on the trip, 
please contact the church office. 

COLD WEATHER IS COMING AND SO IS THE COLD WEATHER SHELTER! This 
is a joint effort among 15 Howard County faith communities, the Grassroots 
Crisis Center and the Howard County Government to provide food and 
shelter for 20-24 homeless children and adults. First Presbyterian will host 
the shelter from Monday evening, February 2, 2015 until Monday morning, 
February 16, 2015. We need lots of volunteers to cook dinner, stay overnight, 
do laundry, clean the sleeping areas and provide company to our guests 
each evening. Please see the sign-up board and list of requested donations 
in the Lower Commons. For any questions, contact the church office. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE as Head Ushers, Ushers, Greeters, PowerPoint 
and Audio Operators for all three morning services. Youth as well as adults 
are invited and training is provided! For more information, or to sigh-up, 
please go to http://www.signupgenius.com, click on “Find a Sign Up” and 
search for ushersgreeters@firstpreshc.org.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY 
Sunday, January 18, 2015 
2:00-4:30 p.m.  
Extreme Weather:  How Will We Handle It? 
Featuring Dr. R. Wayne Higgins, Director, Climate Program for NOAA and OAR 
and US Ambassador for Global Climate Services 
Dr. Higgins, a nationally recognized authority on extreme weather, will 
challenge and inspire the audience as he carefully lays out a three-part 
approach to understanding and responding to extreme weather and its 
impacts. 
EXTRA:  Receive a free copy of the 2014 U.S. Climate assessment book when 
you attend the January 18th Earth Forum. Just email your name, city, and 
congregation/organization to earthforum@firstpreshc.org before noon on 
Friday, January 13, 2015. Limit:  one per person. 
Contact:  www.earthforumfirstpreshc.org  

 

 

 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S DINNER, Winter Wonderland 
Wednesday, January 21, 2015 
6:30-9:00 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 
Meal prepared by Chef Craig and Cook Woody. Secret Pals revealed. Choose 
new Secret Pal for 2015. Musical Entertainment. Purchase your ticket for $15.00 
on Sunday mornings in the Lower Commons. See you in the Winter 
Wonderland! 

IN-HOUSE CHILI COOK-OFF 
Sunday, January 25, 2015, following the 11:00 a.m. service. 
This cook-off is in preparation for Bridges to Housing Stability “Hotter Than 
Thou” Chili Cook-off. We are looking for several cooks to prepare their favorite 
chili recipe (beef, chicken, veggie, etc.) for this friendly cook-off at First 
Presbyterian.  
We also need people to come and taste the chili! Then vote for your favorite 
chili with your money!!! All proceeds will go to Bridges to Housing Stability at 
the “Hotter Than Thou” Chili Cook-off. Come be part of the fun!  
Please contact the church office if you are interested in participating. 

MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE 

The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the 
following stewardship principle as you consider how you handle the resources 

(finances, time, and talent) that God has given you. 

Principle #9:  Generosity flows from a transformed heart. 

Which comes first:  generous giver or a transformed heart? Some of us have 
been transformed through the experience of disciplined stewardship. Others, 
however, have been led to give generously and consistently as a result of 
transformational experiences, either in our own lives or by witnessing God’s 
work in the lives of others. Regardless of how it evolves, generosity does 
indeed flow from a transformed heart. 

The Christmas season is traditionally a time of year that includes giving 
carefully chosen gifts to loved ones. Giving a gift acknowledges the 
significance of a relationship and honors the recipient. Our gifts to God serve 
those same purposes. Regular and generous giving throughout the year allows 
the real spirit of Christmas to be part of our lives on an ongoing basis. 

According to the PCUSA website, “Stewardship is a spiritual exercise, an issue 
of faith development expressed in generosity and commitment to the funding 
of Christ’s work in the world.” Like physical exercise, the spiritual exercise of 
stewardship is good for the heart. As you consider your resolutions for the 
New Year, add the spiritual exercise of stewardship to your plans. 

Further Reading:  2 Corinthians 8:5; 2 Corinthians 9:8; Luke 21:3-4;  
2 Corinthians 8:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21, 15:32-39; Mark 6:32-39, 8:1-10; John 6:1-15 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

2014 ANNUAL REPORTS are due Monday, January 5, 2015. Please send your 
reports to execasst@firstpreshc.org. Early reports accepted! 

THE CHURCH BUILDING WILL BE CLOSED on Monday, January 19, 2015 in 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 



Weekly Calendar 
Every Sunday 

8:00 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 
Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 11:00 a.m. service 

9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages & First Forum  
10:30 a.m. Backpack Project Packing 

Sunday, January 4th 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
COMMUNION | NAME TAG SUNDAY 

DEACONS COMPASSION FUND OFFERING 

Monday, January 5th 
2014 ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 

Tuesday, January 6th 
 7:00 p.m. SMLT Meeting 

Wednesday, January 7th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Thursday, January 8th 
 6:30 p.m. The Spirit Project Rehearsal 
 6:45 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 7:00 p.m. WAM Ministry Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, January 9th 
 1:00 p.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, January 10th 
 8:00 a.m. Walking Group at Centennial Park 
 9:00 a.m. Lydia Circle 

Sunday, January 11th 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
MOVEABLE FEAST 

9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Blood Pressure Screening 
 9:30 a.m. First Forum 
 2:00 p.m. Vantage House Worship Service 
 3:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry 
 6:30 p.m. Mid-Year Parents Meeting 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our 
website at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, January 15, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. for the February 2015 Issue #2. 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

