
First Day ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
May 25, 2014 

TODAY 

Please join us downstairs in Lyle Buck Hall for coffee fellowship 
following the 8:00 a.m. service (from 9:00 – 9:30 a.m.) and 
following the Contemporary Service (from 10:30 – 11:00 a.m.) 
If you can help with this ministry please contact 
discipleship@firstpreshc.org 

LITURGIST:  Whitney (11:00) 

USHERS & GREETERS:  Rod (8:00); Brett (9:30); Craig, Margot, John (11:00); 
Jonathan (Tech Crew) 

AT THE WELCOME DESK FOLLOWING WORSHIP:  Olu (8:00); Megan (9:30); 
Ginny (11:00) 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God by Craig and Joann in 
celebration of Kerrie’s 30th birthday; and by Mr. & Mrs. Boampong  
in celebration of Akua and Kweku’s wedding on May 24, 2014 and for 
Nana’s graduation from law school. 
Flower arranger is Nancy. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the sanctuary.  

 At 8:00 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another:  Children ages 4-7 may go 
with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113. 

 At 11:00 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:   
Children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents 
can pick up their children following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Virginia Callegary to  
The Worship Bridge. They will return to the sanctuary later in the 
worship service. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL is June 8, 2014. 

Camp ConnectED begins at 9:45 a.m. on June 
15th. There is no need to pre-register your 
children but we do need you to sign-up if you 
are interested in volunteering. We will need 
several volunteers each week but there is a lot 
of flexibility in volunteering. You can volunteer 
as many times as you like. You can take on a 
leadership role, or be a helping hand. Both 
adult and youth volunteers are needed.  
Sign-up on the board in the Lower Commons or 
email vcallegary@firstpreshc.org. 

mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 25 

Please pray for:  Ed, Joan, Burta, Kate, Jane, Richard, Pat, Blessing, Dorothy, 
Tom, Carol, Gertrude, Doris, Bob, Vivian & Robert, Daniel, Ken, Kim, Bob, Cliff, 
Marilyn, Al  

Recovering from surgery:  Jeff, Alice  

Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Marla, in the death of her brother-in-
law on May 20, 2014. 

Friends & Family:  Virginia’s grandfather, Claude; Jowin; Cheryl’s brother-in-law, 
Steve  

PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Amanda Craft and 
Omar Chan in Guatemala; YAV Blake Collins in Peru. While Blake is in Peru you 
can follow his activities on his blog page – http://blake-allen-collins.tumblr.com 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:  
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
John Calvin, renewer of the church (July 10, 1509-May 27, 1564) was the leading 
pastor of the city-state of Geneva in the formative years of the sixteenth century 
Reformation. He was born in Noyon, Picardy in northern France. Because his 
father was the local bishop’s notary, he received an excellent education. After 
graduating from the University of Paris, Calvin studied the law in Orleans and 
Bourges. During his studies he was increasingly influenced by the new humanist 
learning that was spreading through Europe, and the new religious ideas 
circulating in France. He began to read theology and the early church 
theologians, and then in 1534 broke with the Roman church and left France for 
Switzerland. A foreigner and exile, he was called to be the pastor in Geneva. His 
ministry transformed an unimportant city into a powerful witness for religious 
reform. He was an excellent organizer, a brilliant theologian, a talented 
interpreter of scripture, and a clear and forceful writer. The theological classic for 
which he is best known is The Institutes of the Christian Religion, which began as a 
response to the needs of the persecuted French Protestants who had virtually no 
pastors to teach or defend them. From Calvin’s years as pastor of the 
congregation in Geneva grew the worldwide family of Reformed Christians, 
which includes our own congregation, a part of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, 
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week:  Botswana, Zmibabwe 
 Pray for: 

 Landowners and the land worker, and those displaced by land reform; 

 AIDS orphans; 

 Health care workers who provide medical aid and education to those infected 
with the HIV virus. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle, visit the website of the World 
Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2014 
We pray for the mission of our congregation. 

Boca Costa Presbytery Mission Partnership: La Iglesia Horeb, in the village of 
Chocola 
The Student Ministries of our congregation serve youth in grades six through 
twelve, and are part of our Christian Education Ministry Area. They oversee the 
Backpack Project, a youth-initiated and youth-led mission project which provides 
Head Start children with nutritious, easy to prepare foods for the weekend. This 
summer, youth of our congregation will continue to practice faithful discipleship 
as they participate in the Camp Hope mission trip, the Massanetta Springs Middle 
School Conference, the Montreat Youth Conference, the Soaring Eagles Learning 
Camp, the Sixth Grade Mission Week, and as teen helpers at Camp ConnectED! 



ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL 
 Bible in Depth 

NO Class on Sunday, May 25th 

Class will meet on Sunday, June 1st at 9:30 a.m. in the Clark Parlor 
“Old Testament stories we didn’t learn in Sunday School.”  
a Bible study, led by Carl  

FIRST FORUM – Adult Bible Study & Discussion 
 Sundays, June 1 & 8 at 9:30 a.m. Room 258 

 Peru Trip Report 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor  
 The Bible contains hundreds of stories and thousands of names. How 

does a person begin to remember it all?  We’ve begun a conversation 
with nine of the core stories in the Bible, what theologian Walter 
Brueggemann calls “the primal narrative – that most simple, elemental, 
and nonnegotiable story line that lies at the heart of biblical faith.” 
Creation. Human Destiny. God’s Call. The Exodus. The Covenant at Sinai. 
Promised Land. Jesus. The Cross. Resurrection. Come and be part of 
this group as we explore these iconic texts of our faith and life.  

 This week, May 28th:  Promised Land 

“LIVING THE QUESTIONS” CONVERSATIONS 
 Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Parlor 

Come, have coffee and join in the continuation of the Conversation 
from Lent. View a DVD and then join in the discussion. All are welcome. 
If you would like to bring dessert or snacks please do.  
This week:  Social Justice:  Realizing God’s Vision 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

Friday-Saturday, June 20-21 
Senior High Lock-In at the church 
 8:00 p.m. Friday - 8:00 a.m. Saturday 
 Bring $5.00 for pizza; sleeping bags, pjs, signed permission postcard 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

BLOOD PRESSURE TESTING TODAY:  Stay healthy and come have your blood 
pressure tested by Margot Watson in Lyle Buck Hall from 9:15 – 11:15 a.m. 
If you have any questions please contact the church office. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED on Monday, May 26, 2014 in celebration 
of Memorial Day. 

AN INVITATION FOR RETIREES AND EMPTY NESTERS:  Come join the Lunch 
Bunch for a casual get-together at Wegman’s (8855 McGaw Road) at 11:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, May 27th. Park on the upper level and meet at the top of the 
escalators. Enjoy time out with friends and help pick the next time and 
location! Sign up at the Welcome Center or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org 



NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION 
Sunday, June 22, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. 
Meet with the Co-Pastors and learn more about the church and how you can 
find your path to Christian Service in this place. Call Caroline Smith in the 
church office at 410-730-3545 or email execasst@firstpreshc.org to let us 
know you are coming! Childcare available if arranged in advance. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC invites 
you to join us down at Massanetta Springs Conference Center for our annual 
Synod Summer Gathering (SSG) on Thursday, June 5-Sunday, June 8. There 
are a variety of workshops and discussions hosted by the PW Racial Ethnic 
Diversity Team. The Horizon’s 2014-2015 Bible Study (Reconciling Paul:  A 
Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians) will be present by the author of the 
Bible Study, Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, Chair of Theology at Bellamine 
University in Louisville, KY. Throughout the weekend, attendees participate in 
Bible study, workshops, worship and hands-on mission projects. There is time 
built into the schedule to browse the Gathering Place and spend some quiet 
time in the Prayer Center or just plain relax in the beautiful setting that is 
Massanetta.  
New to this year’s Gathering is free CHILDCARE!  
For more information on this year’s SSG, pick up a registration form at the 
Welcome Center or on the PW bulletin board or visit the Gathering website at 
www.pwsynodmidatlantic.org and Facebook page, PWSSG. 

MEET UP! Collegians, Recent Grads, Young Professionals, Twenty-
somethings, Thirty-somethings… Drop into Uno’s in Long Gate on  
Thursday, June 12, 2014 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.! Just come!! 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

HELP THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN RAIN GARDEN GROW 
May-October 2014 
Come, enjoy the flowering of the rain garden and help it flourish. The beauty 
of Spring is unfolding in our gardens. The brilliant Blue Flag Iris will be 
blooming soon. 
If you enjoy digging in the soil, we encourage you to be a Rain Garden “Tend 
and Keeper” and help nurture and weed the garden. Just look for the Rain 
Garden display table in the Lower Commons and sign up for a time to work in 
the garden, or contact earthforum@firstpreshc.org or call the church office. 
Come, spend an hour or so outdoors on these beautiful Spring days and get 
to know the rain garden and what it does to increase the vitality and 
sustainability of the First Presbyterian grounds and the Chesapeake Bay. 

SOARING EAGLES LEARNING CAMP (SELC) is a Presbytery sponsored activity 
designed to help inner city elementary students retain math, science, English, 
arts, and technology skills over the summer. We also provide breakfast and 
lunch.  This year our congregation will lead the camp Monday-Thursday, July 
7-10, 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. We are looking for adults to teach, lead small 
groups, play games with the students, cook, or provide food. We are looking 
for youth (middle school or above) to lead student groups and really get to 
know 1-3 students in a personal way. Please see the sign up board in the 
lower Narthex or talk to Amy or Ellen or call the church office. 

 



MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE 

The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the 
following stewardship principle as you consider how you handle the resources 

(finances, time, and talent) that God has given you. 

Principle #4.  Gifts are given to us by God,  
to be used to edify the Church and glorify God. 

One result of the Reformation was a re-evaluation of the significance of 
each person’s vocation. No longer were clergy the only valued laborers in 
God’s vineyards; each person is a valuable part of God’s plan. Farmers and 
teachers and cooks and merchants are of equal value for all gifts are given 
by God, and we are each called to use our gifts as a response to God’s 
goodness. (Whatever you do, do all for the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31). 
Each is charged to use that gift to build up the Church, to help one another, 
to lead a life of dedication and commitment of efforts to God. (As each has 
received a gift, use it for one another. 1 Peter 4:10) Reformers believed 
wealth might be acquired by hard work, and business success was taken as 
a sign of God’s blessing our efforts and a hint of being among God’s Elect 
(hence, the “Protestant work ethic”). But money, linked to the root of all 
evil, was not to be acquired for its own sake; it had to be plowed back into 
God’s business, lest it corrupt. Too often still we fall into the cult of wealth, 
and treat it with more respect than God’s other gifts. Or, we become free 
with our money but stingy with our time, strength, or compassionate acts, 
the importance of which we overlook. Stewardship reminds us that we are 
a servant people; we cannot use money to buy our way out of responsibility 
to honor God by our service to one another. We don’t just have gifts, but 
we are to be God’s gifts to the Church, with our time, strength, talents and 
ideas. We are the gifts of God for one another. 

Further Reading:  James 1:17; James 2:1-5; Colossians 3:17. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
RELAXED, REVERENT, JOYFUL 

SUMMER WORSHIP begins on Sunday, June 15, 2014 
9:00 a.m. – First Worship 
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer and a Bible lesson – especially 
friendly for families with young children. Everyone welcome! 
10:00 a.m. – Summer Worship 
Neither “traditional” nor “contemporary” – just the best of First 
Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! A gathering of the whole church to 
enjoy God together through hymns and songs, prayers and praise, scripture 
lessons and a sermon. 
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer 
experience! 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN RETURNS with the Summer Worship Schedule. 
We need extra hands! Share in this ministry by signing up to host.  
Call the church office or sign-up in the Lower Commons. 

 

 

 



Weekly Calendar 
Every Sunday 

8:00 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 
Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 11:00 a.m. service 

9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages & First Forum  

Sunday, May 25th 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 9:15-11:15 a.m. Blood Pressure Screening 
 9:30 a.m. Purim Festival for Ark and L.I.F.E. 

Monday, May 26th 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, May 27th 
 6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 

Wednesday, May 28th 
 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Zumba Fitness 
 7:00 p.m. Living the Questions Bible Study 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Thursday, May 29th 

 6:15 p.m. The Spirit Project Rehearsal 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsl 

Friday, May 30th 
 1:00 p.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, May 31st 
 8:00 a.m. Walking Group at Centennial Park 

Sunday, June 1st 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
COMMUNION 

DEACONS COMPASSION FUND 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Breakfast 
  First Forum – Report on Peru Trip 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our 
website at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, June 19, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. for the July/August 2014 Issue #7. 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

